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INDEX FOR ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


JANUARY-JUNE 1975 


The Index provides a cross-reference in two categories: 


Geographical and Organizational 
Subject 


Stories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in 
which each appeared. 


CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Continents and Regions 

Countries 

Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 

International Organizations 

Roman Catholic Church 

World Confessional Bodies 

World Council of Churches 


CATEGORY II: SUBJECT 


Amnesty (see Conscientious Objectors) 
Assemblies and Meetings 

Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 
Church Buildings and Architecture 

Church Discipline 
Church-State Relations 
Church Union Negotiations 
Communication 
Confessional, Denominational and Organizational Life and Structure 
Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 

Development 

Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 

Education ) 

Environmental Issues 

Ethics 

Evangelism 

Family Life 

Festivals and Anniversaries 

Fifth Assembly 

Food Crisis 

Health and Healing 

Human Rights 

Inter-Church Aid (see also Refugees and Relief) 

Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 

Inter-Faith Relations (see also Dialogue) 

International Affairs 

Laity 


t 
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Liberation 

Literature and Publications 

Liturgy and Forms of Worship 
Migrants 

Ministry 

Mission 

Orthodox Churches 

Personalities 

Personal Liberty, Morality 

Race Relations 

Refugees, Relief and Reconstruction 
Religious Liberty 

Renewal 

Repentance Actions and Reconciliation 
Sacraments 

Science and Technology 

Social, Political and Legal Problems and Christian Attitudes 
Social Service 

Spiritual Life 

Theology 

Violence/Non-violence 

Women 

Youth and Students 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


AACC--Al1l Africa Conference of Churches 

CCIA--Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
CCPD--Commission on the Churches’ Participation in Development 
CEC--Conference of European Churches 

CICARWS--Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
CMC--Christian Medical Commission 

CWME--Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
EEC--European Economic Community 

GDR--German Democratic Republic 

ICYE--International Christian Youth Exchange 

LWF--Lutheran World Federation 

SODEPAX--Committee on Society, Development and Peace 
WARC--World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

WCC--World Council of Churches 

WSCF--World Student Christian Federation 

YMCA--Young Men's Christian Association 

YWCA--Young Women's Christian Association 
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CATEGORY I: Geographical and Organizational 


Continents and Regions 


AFRICA 
Churches in southern Africa to confer. ‘fh: 
Human rights violations in African context Scie celh eta STanvo? askls 


Botswana consultation postponed to permit more careful planning. 
Primary health needs given highest priority by CMC coordinators. 
New date set, new site sought for "Botswana" conference. ... . 
Arrest, threat of secret trial for Sithole assailed by WCC, AACC 
Special Fund grants total $479,000 . 


ASIA 
Asian Christians, Muslims work on conflict areas 


CARIBBEAN 
Caribbean Methodist Church accepts first woman candidate for ordination. 


EUROPE 
Problems of guest workers, migrants set stage for tomorrow's world 
Youth voice concern for oppressed. 
Bible distribution in Eastern Europe : 
Aid to Europe's trouble spots discussed by CEC 


INDOCHINA 
Indochina forum finds speedy end to war is top priority. . 


WCC pleads for Indochina, Cyprus people; urges non-involvement of foreign 


forces . e e e . . e e e e . e 
CICARWS aid to Tacokh tka nan tenia sey mederieens cecaare pvevadedh 
Churches play key role in Indochina refugee relief work in Thailand. 


LATIN AMERICA 


item, Americans, continue Taizé council » ; ,» ,. . > BdwD-n} malosmeos fn} 
Gentual Ameémi Gans ivowdto encourage UNI ty .. .2 ys as edge de sesue ge. ye 

MIDEAST 
Teamjvisits,represent,new,ecumenical astrategywys |. @litsoant sod aba 
Justice/peace issues discussed during WCC team's visit ; 
Greek Orthodox patriarch holds talks with King Khaled. ..... 
Strong expressions for peace given WCC delegation to Middle East 
Stendahl elected chairman of WCC Jewish dialogue group ....... 


NORTH AMERICA 
Problems of guest workers, migrants set stage for tomorrow's world 


PACIFIC 
Pacific islanders fear new nuclear build-up in area. 


Countries 
ANGOLA 


Angolan churches seek ways to aid their emerging mation. ..... 
Ghrietiammowsnaper, tor Angolias .on South soGean -chusches, 8acurbts Sm 


mw wo oO oOoONr 
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15 
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ARGENTINA 
Argentina is picked as World IMCAs Gounci ds 6156. os 4. 2 a tk ee 9 


AUSTRALIA 
Government grant ‘aids IWY provect am Australias ss + « + +2 tele soe ee 3 
Australian churches hit S.A. Airways ..... pony Uae LY R984 7 


Australian Council of Churches takes action bpainat South Sekt oo apartheid 16 


CAMEROUN . 
Marginal existence no deterrent to vitality in Africa churches - Webb. . . 7 
CANADA 
Canadian Presbyterians to start talks with United Church ......... 19 
Canadian Anglicape "Gey ordain Women. 69. 5 <6 hw a 8 ew 0 ee eee 


CAPE VERDE ISLANDS 
WCC launches emergency appeal for Cape Verde Islanders .......... 3 
CICARWS prepares staple foods, medicines for Cape Verde. ........-. 7 


CHAD 

Missionaries” expelled Wy’ Chad . PUP te FR? 2S0G TRG Ct a eas 6 
CHILE 

Fuller information on Chile Protestant statement sought. .......2..-. 

WCC urges Chilean churches to continue in "critical cant a oe 


Origin of Chilean Protestant statement disclosed és eee 
CCIA acts on human rights violations, new economic order, ‘dicarimenkd we 1 


won W Dd 


COLOMBIA 
United Presbyterian grant to Rosca in Colombia cancelled ......... 17 


CUBA 
Cuban Council of Churches Meeta. ~ so... ee ett hl lk ee 1 
Secial ecumenism in'Cuba 7.1 sve WERPVOR POLS. Be 12> Spe ee eae 15 
CYPRUS 
Second inspection of Cyprus churches, mosques. . ....++-e-e-esee8-s 6 
WCC pleads for peigettet Cyprus pipe urges non-involvement of foreign 
terete :; + 3 ve + gee? Ne. 2S PORE G y Doe ae ee eee TZ 


Aid to Europe's exoubie sb8¥e discussed ay GCEGVtO. Se LO Fae eee ee 2S 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Eapter sreecines to Cacen feerares + so4 5. se se + 8 ne oe eee 
DENMARK 

No Derren coere tO UNOCeRtase sy aa <6 ne wo 6 8 8 ws 8 nl oe 9 

FACS". Revita Operbiionus ratee woe as die ew st ke th oe See 
ETHIOPIA 

Ethiopian Lutheran freed ....... dew Bee ets Ae ee 


Patriarch says progressive changes wh wale strengthen Ethiopia .... 4 
RVOG station policies reviewed in LWF-Ethiopian government talks ..... 10 
Council of churches proposed im Ethiopia i v.35 6 6 «we a te bk hie 
Lost children in Ethiopian drought areas reunited with families. ..... 16 
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FINLAND 

Education foram season aa new oprmnunitaes;,) [ect ilay bepiehk eadowsdo-orteanl. 15 
FRANCE 

French synod expresses concern about new nuclear centers ......... 14 


GERMANY (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC) 
WCC delegation-visits GDR. .... JmasoM eteatg DON 13 
Churches observe 30th anniversary of rid a ‘Wirt mee OD ATR DI PCR «Li 8 0 14 


GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC) 


Clusches obserme 0th anniversary iof..end ,of (Wonld War, IT nooo ps oy ce 0 ue tommy s LS 

eee OR Ce ee OTS TCE OT nue cutee Wain ists gill a ek 5. Wet een) one us duis aegis gs eee) | LO 
GHANA 

Marginal existence no deterrent to vitality in Africa churches - Webb. . . 7 


GREAT BRITAIN 


Itieh pedee demonstra teonsncon Ginul x dee Pap sig hed Soi Aes uetd> Begeney set 55d ce Her etel Poy tey 2 

Neatawivehivi chopiere Canterburyienthronhed . sa se he few ee te ee Oe ee Forgan *s 3 

Avighs canaiChur ohivs eidienen lidwsitoc kel aut 4. heed ata SyAe Ha dtucthue othe d< eae * LO 

UK Unity Commission receives working committee reports .......... Ill 
GREECE 

Archbishop Hieronymos indicted .... HL OO GRE fh RK. 4 13 

Greek Orthodox patriarch holds talks ue ‘King Khaled. I Fa te Se pee 


GUINEA-BISSAU 


EPG background, features of Guinea-—Bigsauliany ucts iets fase od foie! vatfe dye | (10 
INDIA 

Lay sradning leaders .cqurse, to .besheldsin, Bangalore o>. oi oy nonpes wate yes) © 16 
INDONESIA 

Indonesian .lawyer. freed. edyogary. saus1o2- 36 odeyy eofgese ofofate Boy) hye Peres 1 
IRELAND 

Church leaders press peace offensive in Northern Ireland ........ 4. iL 

Irish peace demonstrations continue. ... aes G08 Sedo andar Adeot 2 

Aid to Europe's trouble spots discussed by CEC DLA ne eee eA wll a a LS 
ITALY 

Ltabaan Probestantéaceject Holy Year <5 i 5)  .0R.eSRRSR of bue0t Matnagiox © 3 


IVORY COAST 


LvézyiCoast) Methodtetsameawnonae he" feizd soalios efetignoé dans gent rBAe sect 2 
KOREA 
Expelled Korean missionary addresses U.S. Congress . . . 1 
Solidarity with George Ogle expressed by South Koreans ........- 3 
Korean Christians released in wake of referendum... ...- + © se os 6 
Korean church women ask probe of torture allegations ......+e+-+e-s-s 7 
Three leading Korean Protestants detained, Christian universities close. ti 
Teamivisits represent new ecumenical» styategyenn eon speomiest sctotyemaoe 12 


WCC delegation deplores attacks on South Korean churches, security scare 
eee ee Ge ac Pei i ke Gn mle, 8 ei ee ek ew ey LT 
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LESOTHO 
Lesotho churches defend political prisoners on trial .......2.e-. 


MALAWI 
Malawi churches plan 4oint programmes, jradteniaows 227. 01Gsed Romesh 


MOZAMBIQUE 
WCC greets Mozambique Christians on independence .......++s.s.2-s 


NAMIBIA 
Texaco ceases Namibian opgra tions . Ohi 8. teh A ear oir : 
PCR views "multiple strategies" against oct daveb Ole da ie TiS 
Bishop Wood's expulsion domdemmeee Wee roe WN. se ee 
NETHERLANDS 
Easter greetings to Czech pastors. ... o a? SP PSAS, APOAM, 
Development cooperative will locate in the ieChiee tind s oe ef o* uhumt ae a 6 
Permanent’ working group for women migrants to be formed. ....... 
Netherlands Reformed Church urges firms to scrutinize S. African invest- 
MENtR. 7). 7 * a Be yt J9 GPmA IEMs 


Text of motion daoreed By Werhaie ant ‘Retorined CREAR. ) Church. 


NEW ZEALAND 
RC-Protestant statement in New Zealand hailed as breakthrough. ..... 


NORWAY 
Norwegian bishop resigns office in protest against liberal abortion law. 


Bishop's resignation raises question of church-state relations in Norway . 


Norway debates women's pastoral traitting “r® piss 0% stl 08), Degas 3 
PAKISTAN 

Churches ‘assess role -in Pakiete@n disaster. .°) S°.bo. Aeeneel, RALMIAI 3 
PHILIPPINES 


Philippines prelate seeks probe of torture reports ........ 
Philippines clergy sound warning on eve of February 27 referendum. . 


PORTUGAL 
Yottth voice concern for oppressed.«.+.* Hi 2922. 28>. St jeuneed Btenq dal 
RHODESTA 
DieGh Medesian leader, aervreaten.) oS a «5k k's 8 tk ee Oe ee 
No“Danish tovtre to Rhodesia seria. 6. 7R8T Ye. 398502 Jtaseovd mecis 
Arrest, threat of secret trial for Sithole assailed by WCC, AACE s Gaw x 
Rinbabwe nationalist leader killed ....... a 6 6 « 6 ow a) ae 


Four African nationalists to face trial in ioddohes. Sedbadioll saeo0 wc 
Sithole explains status of Zimbabwe liberation movement to WCC staff .. 


RUSSIA 
Baptist delegation meets USSR official after All-Union Congress. .... 
WCC calls on USSR government to allow observer at Vins trial ...... 
Vins appeals sentence to supreme courts of Ukraine and USSR. ...... 
Communist paper warns churches are converting youth. .......... 
Team visits represent new ecumenical strategy. . ws 2... ee 6 ee 


14 


19 


17 
17 


— 
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Preparatory meeting for Fifth slice finds aim of "ecclesial unity" is 
base to WC Worle. eTeHAHs, TPR . Matted Veeetip anand, Lionucld blac 14 
WCC development group meets in USSR. heeewet.ae Nias. teieh....... dado, . 19 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Greek Orthodox patriarch holds talks with King Khaled... ..... 2.4. 14 
SCOTLAND 
Church union setbacks in Canada, Scotland; US Presbyterians proceed. ... 6 
NEGAL 
Senegalese Muslim leader seeks links with Christians ........ sees 3 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Black convention rejects apartheid, calls for united South Africa. 1 
Swedes protest seminary take-over. .... ain. atetassydasat. nati | 
US churches challenge IBM activity in South ae rien by beets 3 
South African government rejects plea against seminary expropriation . 4 
Use of white missionaries in South Africa queried. ....... 5 
Catholic bishops deplore banning 5 
Tosh ishopsywiatyappealaond lopeings): «lala at k's @osacddlae Bast. ¥ 
South Afri can seminahyetormove ans ..og he LW Ot sd BYES: dow as 7 
Australian+churchesphit S:.A.vAdrwaysseovs Wolters idud erwds. oxbes 7 
Botswana consultation postponed to permit more anemia rin mibite 8 
Pretoria-centered commonwealth seen aim of South African detente moves 8 
PCR views "multiple strategies" against African background ...... 9 
Anglican Church: selLe: gO2E08 roekie: tis deep a). bee lwo ams 10 
TEF staff member to Johannesburg ....... ; Si@biag 10 


Australian Council of Churches takes action debined South Dui ein nianeieeh’ 16 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa attacked by parliamentary commission 16 
Restrictions against Christian Institute in South Africa protested world- 


wide . . . . ° . . . . . . . . ° . e e e ° e e e e ° e e . . . 7 
EAC‘g: 6s Af died reeked aed wo, hes @ idtenSueddods sD -aamid 7 
Netherlands Reformed Church urges firms to penne alee wie African invest~+ 

ments. e e . ° . . e . . . e e ° e ° . e e ° . . > 18 
Text of motion adopted ad ania aiaae Red cigminad Gir ) oNpenng cam LS 
Bishop? Wood‘*s expulsion condemngdq7) gaidttoW aniok ewe Go .beox aospvener 19 

SPAIN 
Violations of religious liberty reported by Spanish Witnesses. ....s... 1 
SUDAN 
Himan' Tights violations in African context analyzed 6 .o% 5 4 8 Hye & 7 
SWEDEN 
Swedes: protest’ seminary take-oyert) i- Wt mi Sawalnwen aGioblag alnene DOVE 3 
TAIWAN 
_ Taiwan Bible seizures infringe on religious freedom, WCC holds ...... 13 
THAILAND 
Churches play key role in Indochina refugee relief work in Thailand. .«.. 1/ 
TUNISIA 


Tonesia develo~ment work passes into local hands . + 5. 6 « © ewe 2 e 13 
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URUGUAY 
World Council renews protest against Uruguayan suspension of Waldensian 
pourmal. 1. <. ss +s se us 10 48 oe he ge ak we ae OD Et He cee deed een tor 
USA 
Expelled Korean missionary addresses U.S. Congress . . . «+ + s+ «+ se we ee 


US churches challenge IBM activity in South Africa ...... y ue 
Church union setbacks in Canada, Scotland; US Presbyterians proceed. ... 


US churchmen Meet: azith \Presideit Homdiduet. chi. oo. enn fem aotein dome 
New CWS executive director elected 

Texaco ceases Namibian operation... oe le Sep eee 

Churches' commitment to human rights nieaicieiineibs o tives ped galt geod gas 
North America will prevue WCC's Nairobi Assembly .... wie dn 
Role of U.S. churches at Fifth Assembly discussed by Agent alk delancie 3 
United Presbyterian grant to Rosca in Colombia cancelled .......2.. 


Canadian Presbyterians to start talks with United Church .......4.. 


VIETNAM (see also Indochina) 
Plea made against using Vietnam refugees, orphans as pawns ......s.s-s 


ZAIRE 
Zaire churches seek renewal, acknowledge social changes. . . . +. +s «ss 
Zaire church votes detribalization... ; 6 sodovcde- nel tawaaus 


Marginal existence no deterrent to eiality in ASukee churches - Webb. 
Evangelization campaign in Kinshasa counts 330 conversions in 11 days. . 


Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
New president of World. YMCA. .,..... oyehuer season red etédees (SI Rerws 


Argentina is picked as World YMCA samadhi B10: weds : “aa kinywiawa 
CCA leaders discuss hunger crisis, human rights; sanction Jevaleteaais 
youth funds . . . . . . . . > . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 


Roman Catholic Church 
Philippines prelate seeks probe of torture reports . .....+ +s ees 


len lasn, Peotestantea iG ects BOLBAY CBF i iw tacwe > seein. cos as degen 
Catholic. bishopadeploresBanmimgys 384, svar beet. ved S acter erubelien 34-4007 
Geneva on road to Rome, Joint Working Group says . . . 2. «6 6 «© © we elie 


RC-Protestant statement in New Zealand hailed as breakthrough. ..... 
WCC pleads for Indochina, chi people; urges non-involvement of foreign 
Forces: .+ 2 Rah Lh) SeQiitis ORIROGHS BISG6i » GUL GE des 40<8nOs I RIOTS 
Malawi churches Sin joint euiyramuee, : i ee Se Me ee ae 
SODEPAX plans new series of consultations after Aides © 8 eco gt oe Oe 


World Confessional Bodies 
WARC executive committee cancels 1977 world assembly in Scotland ..... 
RVOG station policies reviewed in LWF-Ethiopian government talks .... 


World Council of Churches 
MCG protests ‘seminaty takerovemiuniniies ao enelahe ss aswceies «ht ht neo be® 
Baptist delegation meets USSR official after All-Union Congress. ..... 
World Council renews protest against Uruguayan suspension of Waldensian 
fourdals,! cash. sty Bios Sheath db emia hee taht tee, wetentin WE ar inn nn aid pred 
Deeper mission, commitment. is moratorium ssgoals jcmew | «00s + ue la cbise cee 
World Council of Churches prepares for Fifth Assembly in Nairobi this year 


ll 


ND LS 
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WCC launches emergency appeal for Cape Verde Islanders 

WCC urges Chilean churches to continue in "critical dialogue" 

WCC calls on USSR government to allow observer at Vins trial 
Patriarch says progressive changes will unite, strengthen Ethiopia . 


Dr “VaniDusen, “‘Véading WCC “architect p- diego) (e.g ay 

Graduate ‘school previews 5th Assembly. ... , TUR 
Arrest, threat of secret trial for Sithole sddaitied vhssp WCC, AACC 

EPS backgfound feature on‘ CGuineéaBissau «5 sory Go lund ys lode wean 

Vor Hamer steal neyo ins~ WOC .staftadgoqasm ied iqe adem rea iqug 

Visser @ t+ HobEEORG+Tecédive*Cardifial Béal pri zewe gs (ang OG TA64! aga, “aK 
CIGARWS> nanes*new refus ee veoord i nator. Le 6 Ayr em, tele gio g Quwtigos 


Non-sexist terms proposed for WCC constitution . 

WCC membership slated to reach 280 at Nairobi. 

Development cooperative will locate in the Nelituentd bars 

Taiwan Bible seizures infringe on religious freedom, WCC holds 

Law of the Sea conference attracts church observers. . 

WCC delegation visits. GDR. .... : omer ieee? cable sas 

Justice/peace issues discussed hut eH WCC Mideast cio s visit : 

Preparatory meeting for Fifth Assembly finds aim of "“ecclesial unity" is 
DASLCSLOUWCC worksMQi tay anigteme .1498 ERY MAGS aOs9% 

Strong expressions for peace given WCC dstePatton to Middle East : 

Role of U.S. churches at Fifth Assembly discussed by American delegates. 

SODEPAX plans new series of consultations after Assembly .... 

Ideological differences influence efforts towards Christian unity. 

Lay training ‘leaders course to be held in Bangalore. . a La 

Christian Institute of Southern Africa attacked by parliamentary commission 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft awarded Cardinal Bea prize by Humanum Foundation . 

WCC delegation deplores attacks on South Korean churches, 2 ong scare 
teEtiesers 4 yay, t & . cmd, ‘ 

Sithole bhsahits scReus 5€ Zimbabwe lMiicration movement. to WCC bvakt 

WCC greets Mozambique Christians on independence ....... 

United churches want more stress on organic union... A AUEDITAIO, 

CCIA acts on human rights violations, new economic chaseren pidbiientatcken 
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CATEGORY II: SUBJECT 


Assemblies and Meetings 
Churches in southern Africa, to comE£@re. scnciiiaye SY « 
Cuban. Council, of Churches me@é@ta, ps, »oideeeSk W18 ove 
Latin Americans continue Taizé council ......+.+s-s. 
CWME challenges whole church to do evangelism. .... 
Risks of using nuclear energy to be discussed. ... 
Botswana consultation postponed to permit more careful 


WARC executive committee cancels 1977 world assembly in Scotland ..... 


New date set, new site sought for "Botswana" conference 
Youth voice concern for oppressed. ..... 
New economic philosophy demands ceiling over afflvenaes 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 


Gubanm Council. of Churches; Meebas su « «2 + & » FED 
New Archbishop of Canterbury enthroned ......-. 
Week of Prayer is time to assess ecumenical scene. . . 


Angolan churches seek ways to aid their emerging nation. 


Geneva on road to Rome, Joint Working Group says 
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plapninge .4} «scones 


SOOnw = = 


. . . . . . . . . . 9 


. . . . . . . . . . ha 
floor under poverty 16 


RC-Protestant statement in New Zealand hailed as breakthrough. ...... 


Pentecost; 1975... gies s tibial avenA> she 
Agreement on sacraments sabndaved.. ph ae 05 Wie edie: es 
Orthodox theologians prepare contribution to 5th Assemb 
Central Americans vow to encourage unity... . ‘5 
UK Unity Commission receives working committee reports 
Prayers for Fifth Assembly wine so% ato wcanb ; 
Preparatory meeting for Fifth Assembly Binds aim of. "ec 
baaie) Lo. WCC pwork cuscswt rch i heT wre jacie Regis 
Malawi churches plan joint programmes. ........ 
Council of churches proposed in Ethiopia... octiip 
Ideological differences influence efforts Peep Chris 
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nt endows besiay 14 
tlanewnleyao50 ari 16 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft awarded Cardinal Bea prize by Humanum Foundation... 17 


WCC greets Mozambique Christians on independence 
United churches want more stress on organic union. 
WCC development group meets in USSR. ... 


Church Buildings and Architecture 
Second inspection of Cyprus churches, mosques. 


Church Discipline 
Father Kung admonished by Vatican. ........., 


Church-State Relations 


Church leaders press peace offensive in Northern Ireland .......244-. 
Baptist delegation meets USSR official after All-Union Congress. ..... 
Violations of religious liberty reported by Spanish Witnesses. ...... 


Fuller information on Chile Protestant statement sought 
Lesotho churches defend political prisoners on trial . 
Ethiopian. Lutheranifreed yal Atlas GPa sxe, 
Swedes protest seminary take-over. . « « » ss «© s « 
Solidarity with George Ogle expressed by South Koreans 
WCC urges Chilean churches to continue in "critical dia 


. . . . . . . . . . 19 
. . . . . . . . . . 19 
dens keds tosdes es | 2G 
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Zaire churches seek renewal, acknowledge social changes. ........6. 
South African government rejects plea against seminary expropriation... 
Korean Christians released in wake of referendum. .........08. 
Missiensriest expelledqbysChadgeisib.deviwel., 200. to. gzespecdto, bazoales, Idabs 
Vins appeals sentence to supreme courts of Ukraine and USSR. ....... 
SomthyAiricauasemnaryetoimoves:bsacians after Angembiy-,..+.+ +. +, +, Bods 
Origin of, Chilean.Protestant, statement; disclosed -ss).yeusisms slavsorg. De 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa attacked by parliamentary body... 
Restrictions against Christian Institute in South Africa protested world- 
Wileiewe Sigeusn euros: *c@BOXS. Tid 5006 eer 4D oe awl GasabiaedsdD.nsieA 17 
Bishop's resignation raises question of church-state relations in Norway . 17 
WCC delegation deplores attacks on South Korean churches, security scare 
tactiecuiee., . gnivaed bos pniveds aivover .2vasvz5.e709j07.19%aesib BMY 17 


DNNDADA HL LS 


re 


Church Union Negotiations 


Church union setbacks in Canada, Scotland; US Presbyterians proceed. ... 6 
United Churches want more stress on organic union. .......4.+s+e+s.. 19 
Canadian Presbyterians to start talks with United Church ...... «4... 19 
Communication 
World Council renews protest against Uruguayan suspension of Waldensian 
FOULNA As henahdae tae PTRRISRA OUD Was Jyods. otspeHs egeastaque Losye. dongs 2 
World Council of Churches prepares for Fifth Assembly in Nairobi this year 2 
20% of Nairobi delegates will be women, first tabulation shows . . .0s . 6 
Communist paper warns churches are converting youth. .......s..s+e.-s. ui 
RVOG station policies reviewed in LWF-Ethiopian government talks ..... 10 


Confessional, Denominational and Organizational Life and Structure 


Pam BAG me CLOG 1 ees CCE eRe ei ips aie bey eles ee ge SLs pe peu eee yee 2 
NeweAtTChbd gnom,oLaCantarbury enthroned... «pisses laweusdimegs se ee «Rtas vs 3 
Zaire.church votes detrabalization wag sycds Aye0eOe 2eeeeogarw bowye . syant 6 
Canadian, Presbytemaanssto btartytalksoawithdUnitedseGhurch:s wf.08ysladse agat 19 


Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 


Violations of religious liberty reported by Spanish Witnesses. ...... 1 
Development 
Zaire churches seek renewal, acknowledge social changes. ........-s 4 
Angolan. churches seek ways to. aid.their,emerging nation. . . . ». » #sete- 6 
Nasrobsapromiece beated debates, « «. + » »8tO2ead @a9kD.0% Sgeizosts teins i) 
Prop pact eLouG poperroneGuinea=Dissau,) . » » » > 8 Gacwbess2s eytoedeyis 10 
Centt al omer sean mila. ONCOMTECC UNE Vili ds Oriel ies ee ee ee 6 6) RL 
Development cooperative will locate in the Netherlands .........-. 12 
Tuntsiatdéevetopmentaworkapassésiinté  bocalshandss.aaywesrl@-toa»liasuse)-birvew 13 
Lost children in Ethiopian drought areas reunited with families. ..... 16 
SODEPAX plans new series of consultations after Assembly ......... 16 
New economic philosophy demands ceiling over affluence, floor under poverty 16 
United Presbyterian, grant to Rosca in.Colombia cancelled ... ws 5... . I/ 
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Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 


Neilanechristians,.Mus) ims work on,conflict areas wi deeasA.sif ti de tel. nsawas 2 
Senegalese Muslim leader seeks links with Christians . . 2... + ese eee 3 
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Team visits represent new ecumenical strategy. . . 2. 2. « «6 6 ss ew ee 
Justice/peace issues discussed during WCC Mideast team's visit ..... 
Ideological differences influence efforts towards Christian unity. ... 
Stendahl elected chairman of WCC Jewish dialogue group ......5s442-s 


Education 
WCC .protests seminary, take-Overl oai) sfomsisce 248159307 1. C88 160618 aap 
Ivory CoadtyMethodistsimect bet ondle Gest dA. Dsssivos. so. 90s bI8el Meda es 
Ecumenical Institute stresses human factor in life today ........ 
Asian:Christians, Muslims work,on-conflict areas . 6 # «see Geo. 6 ODE 
Swedes protest seminary stake-OVeEre). 1s Fs )s FS). SR LHS SODRORE OOGs 4 Oe 
South African government rejects plea against seminary expropriation. . 
CWME director rejects crusade, favours sharing and serving ....... 
South African seminaryeto MOvemy .4. sus 0 6 os seatetey Figen wader gery 
Graduate school previews 5th Assembly. .... - oO Jaslene oie. 
Three leading Korean Protestants detained, Chibekien universities close. 
Education for .mission-and eweprhoritiess. « «iic.0so7. sew. eedeaud>, Sas 
Lay training leaders course to be held in Bangalore. . .... 2. 2. eee 


Environmental Issues 
Law of ‘the Sea Conferencevattracts church observers. iv «wetet.iiouue).bi 
French synod expresses concern about new nuclear centers . . . «+ « « « 


Evangelism 


CWME challenges whole church to do evangelism. . . . 1. 2. 6 2 ee ew we 
CWME director rejects crusade, favours sharing and serving ....... 


Cetitral Americans wowste enecurage (unity®s .. <<. eset bee cs ueneys kenp@eee: 


Evangelization campaign in Kinshasa counts 330 conversions in ll days. . 


Family Life 


French synod expresses concern about new nuclear centers .....+e..-s 
Lost children in Ethiopian drought areas reunited with families. .... 
Norwegian bishop resigns office in protest against liberal abortion law. 


Bishop's resignation raises question of church-state relations in Norway 


Festivals and Anniversaries 
PEHECGOEIRLO FE: aici Sette BE Es cose ak & oe © ws bel 


WCC pleads for Indochina, Cyprus people; urges non-involvement of foreign 


Forces s ie v « sO SogetgTEws.Yie0l.b.5.od wyew. deen aedovude ingle 
Easter greetings to Czech pastores im « « seviedsh. doieed weelegowq. ideas 
Kirehentag attendance.up . ss + s » ees IG~sanivo.oo Teqeq bavortedoed, 


Fifth Assembly 


World Council of Churches prepares for Fifth Assembly in Nairobi this year 


Moratorium is one possible way to mature church relationships.'..... 
20% of Nairobi delegates will be women, first tabulation shows ..... 
Nairobi promiséscheatedrdgbsteswsio. ack: 64 ve ori > doodelgderpiaosess. 
Graduate school . previews Sth Asdembigidh soso <2. see70 cawbretedesyd .bo2 
Péntecosts 1975.45 cours she Petes Or ARQ a 3 semrbensy. 
Orthodox theologians prepare contribution to 5th Assembly. ...... 

North America will prevue WCC's Nairobi Assembly ............ 
Prayers.for-Fifth Atsembly @eet@@ailiags.ne Jyou.awrlaul.,.emeds 
Team visits represent new ecumenical strategy. . . 2. 4 ee we eo eles 
Fifth Assembly speakersvannouncedsi sie. ih < 9ad8 DO eobeei Sees eee 
WCC membership slated to reach 280 at Nairobi. .....« «ses 
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North American Assembly delegates briefed on haa attitudes 


WCC delegation visits GDR. ..... bnein P 
Preparatory meeting for Fifth APpitcnyn fieda aim of Sealiogi at wir’ packs is 
basicite WCC workbaslend eediderals iiisviane? 


Role of U.S. churches at Fifth Assembly discussed ia eae aes cab e ie ie 
SODEPAX plans new series of consultations after Assembly . 
Photo Oikoumene on Nairobi, Assembly site... .. 2... ses. 


Food Crisis 
CCA leaders discuss hunger crisis, human rights, sanction development, 
you th fund s . e e ° e e es . . s e e . e . . . 


Health and Healing 
Primary health needs given highest priority by CMC coordinators. 


Human Rights 
Expelled Korean missionary addresses U.S. Congress ........ 
Fuller information on Chile Protestant statement sought. 


Ecumenical Institute stresses human factor in life today ....... 
Lesotho churches defend ‘political prisoners on trial 
Solidarity with George Ogle expressed by South Koreans ...... 


Catholic bishops deplore banning . Q ; 

Philippines clergy sound warning on eve bf papadany "27 Sgicweddis 

Human rights violations in African context analyzed. 

Korean church women ask probe of torture allegations 

Origin of Chilean Protestant statement disclosed ..... J 

Churches’ commitment to human rights underlined by NCC's governing piard 

CCA leaders discuss hunger crisis, human rights, sanction bene 
youthyfunds.o844.%) . sates oe : iwii sewed 3 t25 Ee 

Three leading Korean Peoreeeanee stodificds eticierian universities wlbted 

Easter greetings to Czech pastors. " Leite BK 

Strong expressions for peace given WCC Relecaciea to Middle East 

Churches observe 30th anniversary of end of World War II 


Australian Council of Churches takes action against South African aparehead 


WCC delegation deplores attacks on South Korean churches, security scare 
CaStiesr og, che ta SATS LOR OR i TT PREG EG 

Bishop Wood's o450182n ebhaendeds FBAAQT OG. | aK pote Bs dcd 

CCIA acts on human rights violations, new economic — decbihoenett. 


Inter-Church Aid 
Churches assess role in Pakistan disaster. . 
WCC launches emergency appeal for Cape Verde riVandeelk 
Senegalese Muslim leader seeks links with Christians : 
Patriarch says progressive changes will unite, strengthen Peniapda 
Marginal existence no deterrent to vitality in Africa churches - Webb. 
CICARWS Ail pis staple foods, medicines for Cape Verde. . . 
Aid to Europe's trouble spots discussed by CEC ‘ 
CICARWS aid to Indochina continues; food, medicines, shitter eps, 
Churches play key role in Indochina refugee relief work in Thailand. 


Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Week of Prayer is time to assess ecumenical scene. 


Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Second inspection of Cyprus churches, mosques. 
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Stendahl elected chairman of WCC-Jewish dialogue group ........ 


International Affairs, War and Peace 
Church leaders press peace offensive in Northern Ireland ....... 


Irish peace demonstrations continue. . .). 0. 1 6 ee we we we ww ws 
Indochina forum finds speedy end to war is top priority. ...... 
Plea made against using Vietnam refugees, orphans as pawns ..... 
Law of the Sea Conference attracts church observers. . .... +s... 
Pacific islanders fear new nuclear build-up in area. ....... « % 
Justice/peace issues discussed during WCC Mideast team's visit... . 
Strong expressions for peace given WCC delegation to Middle East. . 
Churches observe 30th anniversary of end of World War II....... 
CCIA acts on human rights violations, new economic order, disarmament. 


Laity 
Cuban Council of Churches meets. ..... oP SR LS SOLO COS S ea 
Lay training leaders course to be held in Renakicued niewsa reso? bed 


Liberation 

CWME director rejects crusade, favours sharing and serving ...... 
Angolan churches seek ways to aid their emerging nation. ....... 
Botswana consultation postponed to permit more careful planning. ... 
New date set, new site sought for "Botswana" conference. .....4.-s 
PCR views "multiple strategies" against African background ..... 

Orthodox theologians prepare contribution to 5th Assembly. ...... 
EPS background feature on Guinea-Bissau. . 2. 6 s © 8 ss ef e5s wee 
Special’ Fund grants: total $479,;000eiey sedsit. oem 03° dose iomes.! aes 
North American Assembly delegates briefed on issues, attitudes... . 
Four African nationalists to face trial in Rhodesia. ..... +266 +s 
Sithole explains status of Zimbabwe liberation movement to WCC staff 

WCC greets Mozambique Christians on independence ......+.+s +s «ss 


Literature and Publications 
20% of Nairobi delegates will be women, first tabulation shows... . 
Bible: distribution, in/EastermEurdpeiv.od «o .ndsatin caevelash wobgaasia 
Non-sexist terms proposed for WCC constitution... ee » peaks 
Taiwan Bible seizures infringe on religious freedom, WCC holdss tina -< 
Joint "Catechism" stresses points of agreement . .... ++ ¢ «ees 
Chrigtiian newspaper for. AnBOLasi aise ve if oe Se ae aw Wea a0 eee ees 


Migrants 


Problems of guest workers, migrants set stage for tomorrow's world. . 
Permanent working group for women migrants to be formed. ......- 


Ministry 
Caribbean Methodist Church accepts first woman candidate for ordination 
RC-Protestant statement in New Zealand hailed as breakthrough. .... 
Norway debates women's pastoral training ..... . . 0 ee 0 6 ee seve 
CanadianAnglicans: canordaln womenits: «anthachol «h-otas weed seblo* san 


Mission 
Ilwory Coast Methodists meetins-s Jmniisemnsss  bennbe >-ahe?t ab -saoeee a 
Deeper mission commitment is moratorium's goal . ..... ee ewe 


CWME challenges whole church to do evangelism. .. . «+s « se ws 6) 
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Use of white missionaries in South Africa queried. 

Moratorium is one possible way to mature church neladboaships: 
CWME director rejects crusade, favours sharing and serving 
Education for mission and new priorities 


Orthodox 


Patriarch says progressive changes will unite, strengthen Ethiopia . 
Orthodox theologians prepare contribution to 5th Assembly. 


Personalities 


Expelled Korean missionary addresses U.S. Congress (Ogle). 

Indonesian lawyer freed (Yap Thiam Hien) .... 

New Archbishop of Canterbury enthroned (Coggan). 

Ethiopian Lutheran freed 

Solidarity with George Ogle Ante py ae South nohenis OLAGR 4 ©, 

WCC urges Chilean churches to continue in "critical dialogue" (Frenz). 

WCC calls on USSR government to allow observer at Vins trial ; 

New president of World YMCA (Philip) 

Dr. Van Dusen, leading WCC architect, dies 

Vins appeals sentence to supreme courts of Minka bas ae USSR. 

US churchmen meet with President Ford. 

Father Kung admonished by Vatican. . . @. <SPOny, aiqasa 3 

Black Rhodesian leader arrested (oi thate)t xo. 2 

Caribbean Methodist Church accepts first woman dadtiaave ede eSeumpr enc) 
(Boeth)-chevetenede ‘ 

New CWS executive diaunéne Bi dead gidehesne)y: de ADSS: 

Arrest, threat of secret trial for Sithole assailed by WCC, “AACC 

TEF staff member to Johannesburg (Tutu). p 

Zimbabwe nationalist leader killed (Chitepo) .... br obs Wig 

Three leading Korean Protestants detained, Christian universities vans 
(Park, Cho, Kim) 

Von Hammerstein joins WCC seal items 

Visser 't Hooft to receive Cardinal Bea prize. d 

CICARWS names new refugee coordinator (van Hoogevest). é : 

Fifth Assembly speakers announced (Brown, Argenti, Arias, Birch, eethbae: 
Gregorios, Koyama, Andriamanjato, Stott, Carter, Talbot) 

Archbishop Hieronymos indicted 3.80, BALLAD. J 

Greek Orthodox patriarch holds talks siiitsien Ahad Rieti! (Mgr. Blaikie IV, King 
Khabed) wom s twe: BA : é é f 

Four African Sati aalaitds to aarde bei in niiktcl deca @xtaria ; soicttiatsh 3y ome 
gunbo gMutagai el «QQW: aawhs Mhnargetusieva, oldii 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft awarded dls it prize baby Humanum Foundation . 

Norwegian bishop resigns office in protest against liberal abortion law 
(Lénning). ‘ Or d gai 

Sithole explains status we ‘epeiaae ny Rinsho movement to WCC stake 

Stendahl elected chairman of WCC Jewish dialogue group . 

Bishop Wood's expulsion condemned. i é 

People in the news (Buti, Salonga, Nakagawa, Koladé, Seihola® Wounky eicisthia 


Personal Liberty, Morality 


Philippines prelate seeks probe of torture reports 
Indonesian lawyer freed. m 
Catholic bishops deplore banning . 
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Race Relations 

Black convention rejects apartheid, calls for united South Africa... 
US churches challenge IBM activity in South Africa... 2. + se eas 
Use of white missionaries in South Africa queried. . . 4... ++ +6 - 
Australian chorches, hat SwA.oAdoweye se. ae ey kl als eye) yey ee ee 
Texaco ceases Namibian operations. ..... os ee 

Pretoria-centered commonwealth seen aim of South aiacenn détente moves 
No Danish tours to Rhodesia. . .... +s. soe @emEesTe. gon mod neds. wad 
PCR views "multiple strategies" against peerpe rs bagkground,., «,«, >, «)4 
Anglican Church sells gold.stock ..... s = #)@0506 SQam Ss) oven et ©. enegs 
Special Fund grants total $479,000... .«.« «sss Hhebthe diewod, bed 


Restrictions against Christian Institute in South niaean protested world- 


wide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ws . . . . . . . . . . 


Australian Council ag Fuckin takes action against South African apartheid 


EAC's S. Africa operations Dated.c v\. bev agendas. @£90 SgeoeD. Teiw wate 


Netherlands Reformed Church urges firms to scrutinize S. African invest- 


ments. . . . . . . . . . . . * . . * . . . * . . * . . 
Text of motion adapted “a Suteantaten Reformed (Herv.) Church .. 


Refugees, Relief and Reconstruction 
Churches assess role in Pakistan disaster. 2. 6 « es 2 «6 # @ e we 
CICARWS prepares staple foods, medicines for Cape Verde. ..... . 
New, CWS.executive director elected o/s sht)s hw heneeaemboeds. sasaonos. 
Plea made against using Vietnam refugees, orphans as pawns . ... s+ -« 
CICARWS names new refugee coordinator. . « « « «© «© 8 we 8 8 0 ee slts 


WCC pleads for Indochina, Cyprus people; urges non-involvement of foreign 


Forces ject Nias as fe eho @ituid ic coded miad. sogopes dq) Geoudasye 
Lost children in Sauinniad pater areas reunited with families... . 
CICARWS aid to Indochina continues; food, medicines, shelter provided. 
Churches play key role in Indochina refugee relief work in Thailand. . 


Religious Liberty 
Baptist delegation meets USSR official after All-Union Congress. ... 


Violations of religious liberty reported by Spanish Witmesses. ... . 


World Council renews protest against Uruguayan suspension of Waldensian 


jourmal.s«. » « J cethbed « chet). aio . oth lee thad « empvod coisa 
WCC calls on USSR government to allow observer at Vins trial... . 
Missionaties expelled by Chath. (< » eri ce wt os. domedudaq. xobedsal 
Vins appeals sentence to supreme courts of Ukraine and USSR. ..... 
Origin of Chilean Protestant'!statement disclosed). esas lanoiden asotald 
Taiwan Bible seizures infringe on religious freedom, WCC holds... . 


Renewal 
Zaire churches seek renewal, acknowledge social changes. . ....+ +s 


Repentance Actions and Reconciliation 
Indochina forum finds speedy end to war is top priority. .....s... 


Plea made against using Vietnam refugees, orphans as pawns .....-s 
UK Unity Commission receives working committee reports ..... . 
Motion adopted by the Synod of the Netherlands Reformed (Herv.) Church 


Sacraments 
Agreement..on sacraments«publisheds i... 4 @ithoed wandadin adaeiedd: on 
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Science and Technology 


Ecumenical Institute stresses human factor in life today ..... 
Riskes0: Usinpiiveteay vencrpy CObe discussed: . 6. 4% sk le te Ss 


Social, Political and Legal Problems and Christian Action 


Coir ches VinescucheLemn rica) LOnCOnmerAl Gitte GUGR See Sire wi ee te 
Philippines prelate seeks probe of torture reports .... 

Lesotho churches defend political prisoners on trial ..... eS 
Philippines clergy sound warning on eve of February 27 Been ae. < 
DVO ADI ShOmEwINAppea sO LLOSCTNES 1. oh clos wae ow ene 8 ew 8 
Korean church women ask probe of torture allegations ......... 


Churches' commitment to human rights underlined by NCC's governing board 
Oeste Meer GON Cccp ee a ie 3 de base a eps 6 8a ee es 


Social Service 


Tunisia development work passes into local hands ......... 


Spiritual Life 


Week of Prayer is time to assess ecumenical scene. ....%.....se-e 

trae RUE ising UC 1S eh ata wi 22 ee a ee 
Theology 

Ecumenical Institute stresses human factor in life today ...... 

CWieehalitences whole church’ to do evangelism. . . 2. 2. 1 2 ew ee 8 em 

GeirerchurectimyOcen err bali Zac TOM. is Ge Si ee el ges et ws 

Human §Fights violations 1 African contextvanalyzed. 1... we rete tee 

Nastobt, Bromises edted debates: i... ke ke te 

GCledua ee see TOOL Oreuiews SEU eNSSOUDEY. Si vos. 8k te ew ete «8 eee 


Violence/Non-violence 


Women 


Tues nrenUpe willnappeal "Om LLOSSINGS. ss s ace 6 8 we a we ee 8 
Goverdment wianc e1ce twi project in Australia . .%5 6 a se Sm 8 ew ee 
20% of Naircbi delegates will be women, first tabulation shows .... 
Bene Char CNeVOres Ce tr i GS Pea ETO es me 
Korean church women ask probe of torture allegations ...... 


Caribbean Methodist Church accepts first woman candidate for ordination. 
Churches' commitment to human rights underlined by NCC's governing board 


NOot-sexteemtertiamonesed for WCC constitution . 9. 1 &.< 2 ewe Me ws 
French synod expresses concern about new nuclear centers ....... 
Permanent working group for women migrants to be formed. ....... 


Norwegian bishop resigns office in protest against liberal abortion law. 
Bishop's resignation raises question of church-state relations in Norway 
Rorway Cebates: women si pastOrad training . 6 ou. ef iite ek le we eee 
Cansdtan Ane licapesrrueoraaayOmels i, sels wiridis We fs a Ge We ew 


Youth and Students 


Latin emerieans cContamsie Tateewrouncekl Guys) sffalives «oe eo 

Communist paper warns churches are converting youth. ....... oar 

CCA leaders discuss hunger crisis, human rights; sanction degevspneut., 
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WCC GREETS MOZAMBIQUE 
CHRISTIANS ON INDEPENDENCE 


Geneva (EPS) - The Protestant churches of Mozambique have scheduled a grand inde- 
pendence celebration on Sunday, June 29, and invited various international bodies 
to send representatives. The World Council of Churches designated Canon Burgess 

Carr, general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, as its official 


representative. 


Responding to an invitation from the Mozambique Christian Council, WCC General 
Secretary Philip A. Potter cabled a message of greeting to be read at the celebra- 


tion in Can-Phumo (formerly Lourengo Marqués). It said in part: 


"We rejoice with you Christians and all people of Mozambique at your liberation 
from centuries of colonial rule and the beginning of your independence as a nation. 
What you have achieved is a sign to all people that racism and colonialism wherever 


they occur must give way to justice and equality." 


Noting that the WCC and its member churches have "sought to stand alongside you 
during your years in the wilderness", the cable renews the Council's commitment 


"to you in this new stage of your Exodus", 


And it concludes: '"We look forward to strengthening our bonds of solidarity and 
Christian unity as you intensify your efforts to make manifest His love and salva- 


tion among all people in Mozambique, and to establish that peace and justice of 


which Christ is the true source," 
EPS 


BISHOP WOOD'S EXPULSION CONDEMNED 


Windhoek, Namibia (EPS) - The Rt. Rev. Richard J. Wood, 54, head of the Anglican 
Church in Namibia, was ordered to leave the territory together with his wife, Cath- 
leen, by June 23. A similar deportation order was served on Rolf Friede, the West 


German director of the Christian Centre here. 


Learning of the expulsion order, the WCC's Commission of the Churches on Interna- 
tional Affairs (CCIA) last week condemned the South African government's repeated 
harsh treatment of Christian leaders who seek to protect human rights. Last Febru- 
ary Bishop Wood together with Lutheran Bishop Leonard Auala won a legal battle to 
end the practice of "flogging" prisoners on tribal court orders. The CCIA also 
called upon South Africa to accept the will of the UN Security Council and "cooper- 


ate in making plans for the immediate independence of Namibia". 
EPS 
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UNITED CHURCHES WANT MORE 

STRESS ON ORGANIC UNION 

Toronto, Canada (EPS) - A strong call to organic union is contained in a message 
issued by the first Consultation of United and Uniting Churches held here in early 
June under the sponsorship of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council 
of Churches. Fifteen united churches and 11 church union negotiating committees 


were represented at the consultation. 


The message asked a greater commitment on the part of the WCC to the quest for 
visible unity. The Council should be ready "more actively to assist and enable 
the process of union negotiation and the development of relations between united 


churches", it said. 


The United Church of Canada played host to the 60 participants from around the 
world who gathered to consider the nature and future of united churches. Faith 
and Order Director Lukas Vischer urged them also to articulate the benefits of 


union to the whole ecumenical movement. 


"We believe that God is calling us to overcome the sinfulness and pain of our pres- 
ent divisions", said the message, "to serve not only the needs of individuals but 
also of divided communities and nations. It is as we have entered upon a costly 
unity of the Church, which is a death to the selfhood we cherish but new life at 
the command of the Risen Lord, that we have been set free to face the conflicts 


and tensions of our present situations in the world." 


Out of this conviction they urged united churches to examine their mutual relations 
and to investigate "how to take their place on the frontier of the struggle for the 


unity of the Church", 


A series of recommendations was addressed to united churches, to the world confes- 
sional families and to the WCC. United churches were urged to make an explicit 
declaration of mutual recognition: recognition of members as full communicants 

and of the ministry of other united churches as blessed by the Spirit and effective 
in preaching the Gospel and administering the sacraments. World confessional fami- 
lies were asked to consider together "how they can be more responsive to and re- 
sponsible for the priority of organic union of all in each place", and to see what 
that means for their own functioning and interpretation of their ecumenical commit- 


ment. 


The World Council of Churches was asked to review all its programmes to see how 
they contribute to or hinder the way towards full unity. 


(more) 
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A Continuation Committee was named to help the Faith and Order Commission imple- 
ment these recommendations. It includes Dr. Robert Craig, United Church of Cana- 
da; Rev. Martin Cressey, United Reformed Church of England and Wales; Miss Yoshie 
Kawakita, United Church in Japan; Rev. Leslie Boseto, United Church in Papua New 
Guinea and Solomon Islands; Most Rev. N.D.A. Samuel, Church of South India; Dr. 
Itofo Bokeleale, Church of Christ in Zaire; and Mrs. Lois Stair, United Presby- 


terian Church in USA. 
EPS 


WCC DEVELOPMENT GROUP MEETS IN USSR 


Zagorsk, USSR (EPS) - Christians striving for "unity in faith" should be equally 
active on behalf of peace and justice in human society, the chairman of the Moscow 
Patriarchate's External Church Relations Department, Metropolitan Juvenaly, told 


36 church development experts meeting here June 11-15. 


In a message sent to the sixth meeting of the Commission on the Churches' Partici- 
pation in Development (CCPD) of the World Council of Churches, Metropolitan Juve- 
naly stated that a preference for unity at the expense of peace and justice devi- 


ates from "a clear understanding of the goals of ecumenism". 


He also urged those working on development to consider "closer cooperation with all 


people of good will despite their world views". 


Present in addition to the CCPD commissioners were representatives of the Russian 
Orthodox, Baptist, Georgian Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic and Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Latvia. Dr. Gunter Linnenbrink of the Evangelical Church in Germany pre- 


sided. 


The commission heard a report from Director C.I. Itty on CCPD activities during 
the last year including studies, publications, development education, technical 
services and financial assistance to promote church participation in the struggle 
to overcome poverty, injustice and dependence. Since this was the last meeting 
before the WCC's Fifth Assembly, the group evaluated the commission's work since 


its establishment in 1970. 


Priorities suggested for the post-Nairobi period were support of groups engaged 

in the struggle of the poor, assistance to churches desiring to plan and implement 
development programmes and to promote structural changes in society as well as 
within the churches to make them instruments of justice, self-reliance and people's 
participation. 


(more) 
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Major addresses were given by Mr. Alexy Buevsky, secretary of the Department of 
External Church Relations, and by Prof. M.G. Prochorov of the Academy of Sciences, 
who outlined the various types of assistance the USSR Government gives to Third 


World countries. 


One of the main topics for discussion was the proposal for a New International 
Economic Order, which will be debated at the forthcoming UN General Assembly. Com- 
missioners reiterated the stand taken by the WCC Central Committee last year that 

a radical restructuring of the economic order is urgently needed to ensure a just 


distribution of world resources. 


Participants were welcomed to the Theological Academy here by Archbishop Vladimir, 
the rector. A group was received by Patriarch Pimen, head of the Russian Orthodox 


Church, at his residence. 
EPS 


CANADIAN PRESBYTERIANS TO START 

TALKS WITH UNITED CHURCH 

Montreal, Canada (EPS) - The Presbyterian Church in Canada has voted to open talks 
with the United Church of Canada on matters of doctrine and practice. No opposi- 
tion was voiced to a motion calling for closer relations between the two bodies. 
The action was prompted by a letter printed in the Presbyterian Record and the 
United Church Observer and bearing the signatures of three ministers of each de- 


nomination. 


The 183,000-member Presbyterian Church is celebrating its 100th anniversary this 
year. It is composed of those Presbyterians who failed to join the United Church 
of Canada when it was formed in 1925 through the union of Methodists, Congrega- 
tionalists and some Presbyterians. The latter body now numbers more than 1,000,000 


members. 


Southern Presbyterians Await New Confession 


Meanwhile in Charlotte, North Carolina, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. (Southern) received a report suggesting that the proposed union 
with the United Presbyterian Church be delayed until the former completes work on 


its new confession of faith and book of confessions. 


A revised copy of the new confession should be in print by early 1976 after reac- 


tions from individuals and presbyteries have been taken into account. 


(more) 


No. 19 -— 26th June 1975 6 


The joint commission on merger noted that it hoped to have a draft plan of union 
ready for study by the assemblies of both churches next year. Such a plan would 
need to receive approval from three-fourths of the 60 PCUS presbyteries and two- 


thirds of the 160 UPUSA presbyteries before a final vote on union could be taken. 
EPS 


KIRCHENTAG ATTENDANCE UP 


Frankfurt (EPS) - Some 25,000 people participated in this year's Kirchentag (Church 
Day), twice the number that had taken part in the last such event at Dusseldorf 
in 1973, Fifteen thousand registered for the entire June 11-15 event and an addi- 


tional 10,000 visitors came each day. 


Preaching at the Paulskirche on the opening day, Dr. Philip A. Potter, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, recalled that the church was the scene 
of the first German Parliament in 1848. Many of the fears and anxieties facing 
that Parliament still exist today, he said. "The divine life shows itself not in 
spite of our anxieties but in our anxieties, Therein lies the astounding fact of 


Christian existence." 


In addition to daily Bible studies the week featured a series of evening discus- 
sions between the famous Roman Catholic theologian Hans Kung and Dr. Heinz Zahrnt, 


a former Kirchentag president. 
EPS 


CANADIAN ANGLICANS CAN ORDAIN WOMEN 


Quebec City (EPS) - The General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada voted to 
allow the ordination of women to the priesthood, but bishops who oppose the right 
can refuse to perform such a ceremony. The lay vote was 88 for, 18 against; 75 


priests voted for, 30 against; 26 bishops were for and 8 against. 


A prediction that the first women priests in the Canadian Church will be ordained 
by Easter of 1976 came from Bishop David Somerville of New Westminster, B.C. He 
told newsmen he has two female deacons awaiting ordination as priests. Other bish- 


ops also have candidates. 


This year's action, confirming the principle accepted by the 1973 General Synod 


at Regina, Sask., was necessary to translate the matter into canon law. 
EPS 
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CCIA ACTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, 

NEW ECONOMIC ORDER, DISARMAMENT 

Geneva (EPS) - Human rights violations and the Christian's responsibility "to iden- 
tify the root causes of these violations and seek to eliminate them" dominated the 
proceedings of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) at 


its June 16-20 meeting here. 


The commission recommended that member churches of the World Council of Churches 
study the St. Polten report and agreed that CCIA officers propose guidelines for 
the revision of WCC policy on human rights for consideration by the Fifth WCC As- 


sembly at Nairobi in November. 


"Increasingly", the commission declared, "the greed for power and wealth and its 
consequences" result in violations of human rights. There is need not only for in- 
corporating the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights into legis- 
lation but also for the churches to scrutinise carefully the implementation of hu- 
man rights in their society and to take action together with all who share this 


concern. 


The commission reviewed the churches’ role in implementing a new International 


Economic Order as suggested by last year's UN declaration. 


"There is no cheap or easy way to effect such a new order", the commission said. 
"Basic changes in the economic and social structures of cooperation among nations 
as well as within nations are required to bring economic control under social con- 
trol." While Christians may differ on the structural changes necessary to enable 
societies to reduce steadily the dehumanizing poverty in which masses of people 
are gripped, they should "agree on the need to give persistent attention to issues 


of fundamental social change". 


The CCIA statement stressed the importance of international cooperation across the 


lines of different social systems. 


The CCIA urged that foreign investment be made only with due regard to the judge- 
ment of recipient countries, that instability of prices and outlets which is most 
damaging to the economies of the developing countries must be overcome with the 
help of worldwide commodity agreements, and that income redistribution on a world- 
wide scale is an urgent necessity. Christians everywhere, the CCIA statement 
stressed, need to press and support their governments in measures contributing to 


such a new order. 


(more) 
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With regard to disarmament, a third commission statement emphasized the relation- 
ship between disarmament, the economic crisis and oppression in Third World coun- 
tries. The churches, it said, should press for an ethical code of restrictive cri- 
teria for the arms trade, citing the experience of legislation in countries like 


Sweden and Switzerland. 


The commission then adopted bylaws governing its own operation, which provide for 
a membership of 30 with additional corresponding commissioners, as contrasted with 


its present membership of 80 with an executive committee of 15. 


A working group considering the work of the churches with the UN reported there is 
clear recognition of the rapidly and radically changing character of the UN itself. 
The report reaffirmed ecumenical support for the UN and called for the setting of 
priorities with human rights heading the list followed by disarmament and issues 
related to the establishment of a new economic order, as well as the conciliatory 
and peacekeeping function of the UN. At the same time CCIA reaffirmed its commit- 
ment to cooperation with other nongovernmental organizations, particularly those 
with a Christian or other religious base and including a broad spectrum of differ- 


ing political views. 


Welcoming the observance of International Women's Year, the commission urged govern- 
ments to study carefully and implement proposed plans of action with special regard 


to the most underprivileged women in rural areas of developing societies. 


Midway through the meeting the commission adopted a statement of support for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile, under attack from a dissident group in its 

own membership. On the final day news was received that the government of Chile 

had announced a policy of noninterference in the church's internal affairs and in- 
tended to take no action against the church, its bishop, Helmut Frenz, and four pas- 


tors whose expulsion had been demanded. 


In a second public statement the CCIA condemned "yet again the harsh treatment by 
the South African government of Christian leaders who seek to protect human rights”. 
Mention was made of the expulsion from Namibia of the Rt. Rev. Richard Wood (see 


page 2) and of the Rev. Rolf Friede of the Christian Centre in Windhoek. 


In a final action the commission expressed deep appreciation to Dr. Richard Fagley, 
long-time CCIA executive secretary in New York City. Dr. Fagley is due to retire 
at the end of this year. Recognition was given to his creative contributions in 
the field of international policy-making often made on issues of which world public 


opinion was largely unaware. 
EPS 
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 


The first black moderator of the 500,000-member black Netherlands Reformed Church 
in Africa is the Rev. E.T.S. Buti, 63, an ex-gold miner who ministers to a congre- 
gation in Alberton, Transvaal. He was elected last week by the synod of the church. 
In other action the synod passed a resolution declaring that "the system of migrant 
labour, with its consequent destruction of family life, is irreconcilable with the 
Gospel". The new moderator predicted his church would exchange its observer status 
for full membership in the South African Council of Churches. The white NGK is 


hostile towards the council. 


Attorney Jovito Salonga, former member of the Filipino senate, failed to get an 

exit permit to attend a consultation on Asian-American relationships sponsored by 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Mr. Salonga has been active in behalf 
of human rights causes and served as attorney for Mr. Oquino, a critic of the Mar- 


cos regime now in jail. 


Dr. Hideyasu Nakagawa, an Anglican presently serving as chairman of the Japan YMCA, 
will be installed September 1 as president of the International Christian Univer- 
sity in Tokyo. For the past two years he has been vice-president for academic af- 


fairs. ICU has an enrollment of 1,500 and a faculty of 91. 


The director-general of the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation, Mr. Christopher 0. 
Kolade, 42, has been elected to a four-year term as president of the new World As- 
sociation for Christian Communication (WACC). The Anglican layman is a former 
teacher who began producing school broadcasts for Nigerian Broadcasting Corp. in 
1957 and in 1972 was promoted to the director's job. The WACC links 152 organiza- 


tions disseminating the Christian Gospel through the print and electronic media. 


The British Council of Churches and the Churches’ Unity Commission have jointly 
appointed a Baptist minister, the Rev. John F.V. Nicholson, to further contacts 
with local ecumenical projects and councils of churches. He will work within the 


BCC's Division of Ecumenical Affairs. 


Dr. James Cone, a leading exponent of black theology. and a professor at Union 

Theological Seminary in New York City, visited Japan for three weeks in May at the 
invitation of the Korean Christian Church in Japan. He spoke at meetings in Tokyo, 
Nagoya, Osaka, Kyoto and Fukuoka where his message was received as "a fresh breeze 


in theologically rather sterile times”. 
EPS 
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CHURCH LEADERS PRESS PEACE 
OFFENSIVE IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
Belfast (EPS) - Leaders of the four largest churches in Northern Ireland are con- 


tinuing their efforts to bring peace to this crisis-ridden province. 


They welcomed the January 7 announcement that Mr. Merlyn Rees, secretary of state 
for Northern Ireland, had invited a number of Protestant politicians to meet and 
discuss the Christmas truce proclaimed by the Irish Republican Army (now extended 


until January 16) and further peace moves. 


Mr. Rees' action came after four Protestant and Roman Catholic church officials 

had met with Prime Minister Harold Wilson in London for 2% hours on New Year's Eve. 
In the unprecedented meeting they gave Mr. Wilson their assessrent of the current 
situation in Northern Ireland, saying there was more ground for hope today than for 
some time past. The general discussion that followed covered all aspects of the 
situation, in particular the need to build upon the cessation of violence and the 


great desire of all communities for peace. 


It was agreed that the Prime Minister and his colleagues would hold a further meet- 


ing with the church leaders to review progress. 


With Mr. Wilson were Mr. Rees and Mr. Stanley Orme, minister of state. The church 
delegation included: William Cardinal Conway, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Armagh 
and Primate of All Ireland; Dr. G. Temple Lundie, moderator, Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland; the Rev. Harold Sloan, secretary, Methodist Church in Ireland; Dr. 


George Simms, Anglican Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland. 


Church leaders initiated the talks with Provisional IRA representatives which led 
to the cease-fire. The secret meeting at Feakle, County Clare, was part of an ecu- 
menical peace campaign that included simultaneous prayers for peace in all the 
churches, joint ads in the mass media calling for peace, and peace marches in the 


major cities the Sunday before Christmas culminating in an ecumenical prayer service. 
EPS 


CHURCHES ASSESS ROLE IN PAKISTAN DISASTER 


Geneva (EPS) - Following the earthquake which left more than 5,000 dead and up to 
50,000 injured in the Indus Valley of northern Pakistan, the WCC's Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) cabled churches in the coun- 
try to see what assistance was needed. It learned that the Pakistan Inter-Aid Com- 
mittee had immediately put at the government's disposal US$ 2,500 plus 300 blankets, 
30 bales of clothing, 50 bags of dried milk and 30 bags of high-protein food for re- 
lief to 'quake victims. In view of the $20 million promised by other governments 
and agencies, CICARWS is awaiting further word from the local church committee as 
to what specific role it will play in the total reconstruction effort. 

EPS 
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BLACK CONVENTION REJECTS APARTHEID, 

CALLS FOR UNITED SOUTH AFRICA 

Hammanskraal, South Africa (EPS) - The most broadly representative gathering of 

black South Africans held in many years has called on all countries of the world 
"to withdraw all cultural, educational, economic, manpower and military support 


to the existing racist government and all its racist institutions". 


The plea was part of a declaration unanimously adopted by the Black Renaissance 
Convention held here in mid-December under the auspices of the Christian Institute 
of Southern Africa. The 320 participants included Protestants and Roman Catholics, 
trade unionists, journalists, educators and other professional people, and repre- 


sentatives of coloured and Indian organisations. 


Organizers of the convention were the Rev. Maurice Ngakane, the newly appointed as- 
sociate general secretary of the South Africa Council of Churches; the Rev. Alan 
Boesak, a minister of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church; and the Rev. Smargaliso 


Makhatshwa, secretary of the Roman Catholic Bishops' Conference. 


Rejecting the government's policy of separate development known as apartheid, the 
convention delegates were particularly vehement in their opposition to bantustans, 
tribal areas to which the government ultimately hopes to confine all black people. 
Mr. Collins Ramusi, minister of finance for the Lebowa bantustan in North Trans- 


vaal, had been scheduled to speak but was asked to leave the meeting. 


As an alternative, the delegates pledged to strive for "a totally united and demo- 
cratic South Africa, free from all forms of oppression and exploitation". They 
called for a society in which all people participate in government on the basis of 


one man, one vote. 


Whites also were excluded from the meeting on the assumption that only black people 
were able to determine what their role should be in the contemporary South African 


situation and what priorities they see for the immediate future. 


Subjects covered in the three-day meeting included education, the role of women, 
black theology, the labour situation and the practical implications of black con- 
sciousness. All subjects were viewed within the framework of the current political 


Situation. 


Asked whether the Black Renaissance Convention created any ongoing organization, Mr. 
Boesak said: '"'No, we didn't think that necessary. We felt that what was said at 
Hammanskaal was so important that it would be carried forward by those present 


(more) 
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through the organizations of which they are a part." 


The convention did, however, note that since the great majority of black people are 
manual workers, there is a great need for them to organise into trade unions free 
from government interference. Coupled with this was a call for immediate govern- 


ment recognition of African trade unions. 


The convention declaration also expressed "shock and dismay" at the expropriation 
of the Federal Theological Seminary in Alice, Cape Province, and urged the black 


community to fight for the continued survival of this institution. 


WCC Protests Seminary Take-Over 

On December 23 the World Council of Churches in Geneva protested the decision of 
the South African Government to expropriate the Federal Theological Seminary in 
Alice. The only ecumenical seminary training 150 African, coloured and Indian min- 
isters for the Anglican, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian churches, the 


seminary was due for take-over December 26. 


Dr. Alan A. Brash, acting general secretary of the WCC, termed the intended action 
"a clear indication of the contradiction between what Prime Minister Vorster says 
for external consumption and the increasing oppression taking place inside the 
country". He called on WCC member churches to use their influence with their own 


governments to see that the order was withdrawn. 


Latest word from South Africa indicates the South African Bantu Trust established 
legal title to the property on December 27 when a representative from the bantu 
administration appeared at the seminary and informed staff he was "taking over". 
However, he said the trust was handing the seminary back to the Seminary Council 
and the latter was responsible for its maintenance and good order. The Council 
had requested a conference with the minister of bantu administration and develop- 
ment as soon as possible. 


EPS 


CHURCHES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA TO CONFER 


Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - The role of the churches in creating conditions favourable 
to the attainment of liberation, justice and reconciliation in southern Africa will 
be discussed at a consultation scheduled for Gaborones, Botswana on March 10-17. 
According to an announcement by Canon Burgess Carr, general secretary of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches, the meeting will be attended by 100 church leaders 
from Angola, Namibia, South Africa, Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), Lesotho, Botswana, Swasi- 
land and Mozambique. The consultation is an outgrowth of a suggestion made at the 
Third AACC Assembly in Lusaka last May. 

EPS 
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CUBAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES MEETS 


Havana, Cuba (EPS) - The ecumenical situation in Cuba, the implementation of ecu- 
menical programmes in the various provinces and work with lay people received spe- 
cial attention during the 26th General Assembly of the Cuban Council of Evangeli- 
cal Churches held here in late 1974, The 142 delegates represented nine member 
churches with more than 60 congregations. They were joined by fraternal delegates 
from four non-member churches and several other denominations working in Cuba. 
Seven foreign visitors came from ecumenical movements in Latin America and the 


World Council of Churches. 


In addition to several theological presentations there were discussions on libera- 
tion, the Gospel and the struggle for justice, violence and nonviolence, and the 


Fifth Assembly of the World Council to be held in Nairobi, Kenya next November. 


The Rev. Raul Fernandez Ceballos of the Presbyterian Church of Cuba was re-elected 


chairman of the council. He will represent it at Nairobi. 


Members of the newly elected Executive Committee as well as the foreign visitors 
held a special meeting with Dr. Juan Felipe Carneado, government minister for re- 


ligious affairs. The atmosphere was cordial. 


Protestant churches in Cuba have some 160,000 members constituting about 2% of the 
population. The Methodist and Presbyterian churches are members of the WCC. 


HES 


LATIN AMERICANS CONTINUE TAIZE COUNCIL 


Guadalajara, Mexico (EPS) - Young people from both North and South America partici- 


pated in the first regional Council of Youth held here December 28-31. 


Drawing inspiration from the initial council at Taizé, France last August, the 
Latin American event was set in the heart of an intensely poor district. Some 50 
Christian groups in the district had been preparing for two years for the Council. 
Poor families, often existing in a single room, welcomed the young visitors and 
shared their expectations and hopes for the Church. Among the distinguished par- 


ticipants was Brother Roger, prior of the Taizé Monastic Community. 


Similar events are planned for Africa and Asia but no dates have been set. 


BPS 
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BAPTIST DELEGATION MEETS USSR 

OFFICIAL AFTER ALL-UNION CONGRESS 

Moscow (EPS) - An international delegation of Baptists conferred for 24 hours with 
the deputy chairman of the Board of International Affairs of the USSR on the situa- 
tion of dissident Baptists belonging to the Council of Churches of Evangelical 


Christians-Baptists (CCECB) sometimes known as the "Initsiativriki". 


Members of the delegation were Dr. Robert S. Denny, general secretary of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance; the Rev. Jose Goncalves, president, European Baptist Federa- 
tion; Dr. Gerhard Claas, general secretary, Baptist Union of West Germany; the Rev. 
Andrew D. MacRae, general secretary, Baptist Union of Scotland; Dr. David S. Rus- 
sell, general secretary, Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland; and the Rev. 


Knud Wumpelmann, Baptist Union of Denmark. 


"Many probing questions were asked about believers now in prison", an announcement 
from the Baptist World Alliance said. Special reference was made to the case of 
Georgi Vins, the imprisoned secretary of the CCECB. The Baptist leaders noted that 
the officially recognized All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists 
(AUCECB) had last October directed to the authorities a petition on behalf of 180 
imprisoned dissident believers. Since then approximately 40 of them have been re- 


leased. 


At the beginning of November, Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, wrote letters to the Soviet Minister of Justice and the Minis- 
ter of Justice in the Ukraine. Copies of these letters went tc the Soviet Council 
for Religious Affairs and the officially-recognized All-Union Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists. Dr. Potter asked for full details of the Vins case, for per- 
mission for an observer to attend the trial and for Georgi Vins to be given full 


facilities for his defence. 


The Baptist delegation's session with government authorities followed the 4lst con- 

ference of the AUCECB December 11-13, attended by 16 visitors from other countries. 

The 490 official delegates had been chosen at district meetings throughout the USSR. 
At one all-day session some 35 persons spoke from the floor and only the lateness 


of the hour prevented a similar number from addressing the assembly. 


Subjects discussed included the charismatic movement, the possible service of women 
as pastors (rejected), ex-communication (more than 4,000 excluded from the churches 
in the past five years), Bibles and other Christian literature and relations with 


the dissident group. 


(more) 
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AUCECB General Secretary Alexei Bichkov announced that the CCECB had been invited 
to send delegates to the congress but refused. Six Council of Churches members 
did attend and participated in the worship. Churches of the AUCEB report a total 


membership of 535,000 and more than 12,000 baptisms in the last five years. 


According to Ronald Goulding of the European Baptist Federation, there is an "ebb 
and flow'' of members between the two Baptist organizations. Over 3,500 were re- 
ceived back into the larger body in the five-year period. There are registered and 
unregistered churches in both groups, he said. 


EPS 


VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

REPORTED BY SPANISH WITNESSES 

Madrid (EPS) - A young Seventh Day Adventist, Francisco Gelabert Santane, is serving 
a three-year prison term for his failure to participate in a Roman Catholic mass. 


And four or five other Adventists may soon be forced to join him. 


Military law requires new army recruits to pledge allegiance to the flag within 

the framework of a Catholic mass. However, in the past Protestants were exempted 
from the regulation. Since March of last year the military has begun to enforce 
the law, even though it is in conflict with another law guaranteeing religious lib- 


erty to Spanish citizens. 


The country's top military tribunal has refused to review Mr. Santane's conviction, 
handed down November 13, 1974, claiming that it is a clear case of disobeying a 


military order. The only recourse still open is an appeal to the Prime Minister. 


Protests filed by the Association of Seventh Day Adventists with the Minister of 
Justice have had the full support of the Legal Defense Commission of the Spanish 
Evangelical Churches. And the Roman Catholic chief of army chaplains sought clemen- 


cy for Mr. Santane but to no avail. 


Meanwhile in Barcelona a large rally on Christmas Day scheduled by the Jehovah's 
Witnesses to honour visiting world dignitaries had to be cancelled when the govern- 
ment denied the permit. Arrangements had already been made for the gathering ex- 
pected to attract 30,000 Witnesses, since a permit for such a gathering had never 
been refused. 


EPS 
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EXPELLED KOREAN MISSIONARY 

ADDRESSES U.S. CONGRESS 

Washington, D.C. (EPS) - The U.S. State Department has protested South Korea's 
handling of the deportation of Dr. George Ogle, a United Methodist missionary. 
Through diplomatic -channels the State Department asked the South Korean Government 


for an explanation of certain aspects of the clergyman's ouster. 


Dr. Ogle, one of the founders of the first Christian industrial mission in Korea 
and since October 1973 a lecturer in labour-management relations at Seoul Nation- 
al University, was deported from the country on December 14 following 13 hours of 


interrogation. 


On December 20 he testified before two sub-committees of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee here. In his testimony he explained that no written reason for the de- 
portation was given. Acknowledging that he had acted as spokesman for a group of 
missionaries who met with Mr. Richard Smyser at the American Embassy in Seoul to 
acquaint President Ford and Dr. Kissinger about the issues of justice and human 


rights as they exist in Korea today, Ogle said: 


"These acts the Park government calls ‘political’. It claims I am a political agi- 
tator. I say I have not acted for political purposes but rather attempted to speak 
the word of God about specific situations where workers and others have been denied 


their legal and human rights." 


Dr. Ogle said he had also prayed for and asked others to pray for seven men sen- 
tenced to death by military courts "even though there is little evidence of their 


guilt". (The Korean CIA claims they are communists.) 


Detailing his objections to the Yushin system of government initiated by President 
Park, Dr. Ogle said it allows Park to be president virtually for life. "It is a 
simple case of a military man using military power to keep control of political 


power even at the cost of suffering to his people". 


Finally the missionary asked the American people to use their influence in South 


Korea "for the development of democratic social structures and human values". 


Officials of the United Methodist Church in notifying all local pastors of Dr. 
Ogle's deportation included the news that 10 of his colleagues in urban-industrial 
mission and 26 Christian student leaders are still in Korean prisons. Churches 
were asked to protest the US Government's continuing military and economic support 
of this South Korean Government. 


EPS 
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PHILIPPINES PRELATE SEEKS 

PROBE OF TORTURE REPORTS 

Manila (EPS) - The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Manila, the Most Rev. Jaime L. 
Sin, has called for an official inquiry into reports of torture of political pris- 
oners in the Philippines. He suggested a joint investigation by government offi- 


cials and representatives of his office. 


The cardinal was responding to a letter from Father Edicio de la Torre, 31, a 
priest of the Divine Word Society arrested December 13 for "acts inimical to na- 
tional security and public order" and taken to Camp Olivas in Papanga Province 
north of Manila. The letter, smuggled out of the camp, cited specific cases of 


alleged mistreatment of detainees. It said in part: 


"I recall Rev. Cesar Taguba, who...was forced to drink his own urine, was given 

truth serum and underwent other hardships. I remember Ronnie Hilao, who was blood- 
ied and beaten up here before he was taken for further 'treatment' to another place 
of detention, Camp Crame"’. Father de la Torre said he had been hit on the head and 


punched in the stomach by interrogators. 


The Rev. Cesar Taguba, a minister of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, 
served as pastor to coal miners in Bagio City as part of an industrial mission team 
from 1967 until he was imprisoned in early 1974. Also still in detention is Mr. 
Ibarra ("Bong") Malonzo, another United Church of Christ member who was legal coun- 
sel for the Mindanao Federation of Labour in Zamboanga City before his arrest on 


June 26. 


Meanwhile Dr. Nemesio Prudente, a Methodist educator, was among the 600 political 
prisoners released in mid-December by the Marcos government. The former president 
of the Philippines College of Commerce was allowed to leave a maximum security area 
at Fort Bonifacio but confined to the greater Manila area. He had been in prison 
since October 1973. 

EPS 


INDONESIAN LAWYER FREED 


Jakarta, Indonesia (EPS) - On Christmas Eve the internationally known Christian 
layman Mr. Yap Thiam Hien was released from prison after 11 months of detention. 
The eminent Indonesian lawyer had been detained since January 21, 1974 under a 
1963 law prohibiting subversion. He was one of the 750 persons arrested during 
demonstrations protesting the visit of Prime Minister Tanaka of Japan. 


In addition to serving as vice chairman of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid of 
the World Council of Churches, Mr. Yap was chairman of the Ecumenical Fund for Re- 
construction and Reconciliation in Indochina. He was also on the International 
Commission of Jurists. It is not known whether he will still be tried. 

EPS 


JANUARY 


January 4 - 10 


January 12 14 


January 12 - 17 


January 13 - 16 


18 


January 17 
January 17 - 19 


January - 
February (?) 


FEBRUARY 


February 1 - 8 


February 3 - 5 


February 3 - 5 


FPeoruary 15 —,16 


February 16 


February 17 - 19 


MARCH 
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March 6 - 10 


March 7 - 14 
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March 17 - 22 


ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 1975 


Christian/Muslim Dialogue in South-East Asia 
(DFI) 


-SODEPAX Steering Committee 


Ecumenical Sharing of Personnel Consultation 
and Interim Committee 


Christian/Jewish Leaders Consultation (DFT) 
CMC Executive Committee 
ACLD and WACC Executive Committees 


Ad Hoc Committee on Youth 


CWME Commission and Consultations 


Joint Meeting CEC/Council of European 
Roman Catholic Bishops' Conference 


Week of Prayer Consultation 


World Alliance of YMCAs Standing Committee 
on Refugees and Rehabilitation 


World Alliance of YMCAs Standing Committee 
on Finance 


World Alliance of YMCAs President's Committee 


PCR Commission 
PCR Executive Committee 


Section IV Consultation (Preparation for 
WCC Assembly) 


Orthodox Consultation on Nairobi 
UIM Advisory Group 


Section V Consultation (Preparation for 
WCC Assembly) 


Hong Kong 


Geneva 


Geneva 


London 
Tubingen, Germany 
London 


Africa 


Figueira da Foz, 
Portugal 


Geneva 


Rome 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Crete 
Tokyo 


Glion, Switzerland 


APRIL 


April 1 - 5 
April 7 - 11 
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April 14 - 18 
April 16 


April 17 - 20 


April 20 - 23 


April 21 - 
May 4 

MAY 

May 5 - 9 
May 6 — 12 
May 7 - 10 
Mayeo => 17 
May 12 — 15 
May 16 - 20 
May 19 - 24 


May - June (7) 


JUNE 

June 2 - 9 
June 6 - 11 
June 7 - 13 


"Human Identity in Nature, Science and Society" 


European Churchwomen's Consultation (WCC) 


Board of the Ecumenical Institute and of the 
Graduate School 


WCC Executive Committee 
CEC Presidium 


Joint Meeting of Presidium and Advisory 
Committee of the CEC 


Annual Meeting, U.S. Conference for WCC 


Seminar on Orthodox Worship and Theology 


WCC Week of Meetings 

ACLD and WACC 

ACLD Main and Joint Working Committees. Final 
meetings. Followed by Inaugural meetings to 
establish the proposed new World Association 


for Christian Communication. 


International Consultation Case Study on Wor- 
ship and Evangelism 


Workshop on Quality of Aid (CCPD) 
Leuenberg Conversations 
Consultation on Ideologies (DFI) 


Orthodox Seminar 


Meeting of United Churches and Union Commit- 
tees 


CCJP Plenary Meeting 


"Dialogue on Community in African Religion 
and Christianity" 


Bossey, near Geneva 
Cartigny 


Bossey, near Geneva 


Geneva 
France (?) 


France (?) 


East Lansing, 
Mich., USA 


Bossey, near Geneva 


Geneva 
London 


not yet known 


Windsor, U.K. 


Geneva 


not yet known 
Geneva 


Eastern Europe 


Toronto 


Sigtuna, Sweden 


Bossey, near Geneva 


June 


June 


June 
June 


June 


June 


June 


JULY 


July 


July 


July 


July 


July 


July 


July 


July 
July 


July 


10 


12 


TZ 


i3 


14 


15 
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AUGUST 


July (7?) 


July (2) 


cme Aa) 


August 11 - 16 


August ll - 
September 1 


CCIA Executive Comnittee Meeting 


"The Wholeness of the Gospel and the Ecumeni- 
cal Movement" 


Consultation on Ideologies (DFI) 

CICARWS Commission 

Consultation on "Unity and Common Witness" 
(Commission on Faith and Order/Secretariat 

for Promoting Christian Unity) 

Ecumenical Hearing on the Risks and Potentiali- 
ties of the Further Extension of Nuclear Power 


(Church and Society) 


Consultation on Theology and the Changing Sci- 
entific World View (Church and Society) 


"Legal Order in Power Structure" 


World YWCA Executive Committee 


CMC Annual Meeting 


"The Church Facing Forces of Liberation 
and Restriction" 


World Alliance of YMCAs Standing Committee 
on Refugees and Rehabilitation 


World YWCA Council Meeting 

World Alliance of YMCAs Standing Committee 
on Finance 

World Alliance of YMCAs Executive Committee 
TEF Committee Meeting 


World YWCA Executive Committee 


Orthodox Women's Consultation (WCC) 


"Faith, Fear, Future" 


Geneva 


Bossey, near Geneva 


Geneva 
Geneva 


not yet known 


Scandinavia 


Mexico (7?) 


Bossey, near Geneva 


Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada 


Zurich 

Bossey, near Geneva 
Leysin, Switzerland 
Vancouver, B.C., 


Canada 


Leysin, Switzerland 


Leysin, Switzerland 
Bromley, England 


Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada 


Crete 


Bossey, near Geneva 


SEPTEMBER 
September 12 - 17 Consultation with Biblical Scholars Bossey, near Geneva 
OCTOBER 
October 6 - 10 WCC Week of Meetings Geneva 
October 15 - The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, Bossey, near Geneva 
February 28, 1976 24th Session, "Experiencing God in Suffering 
and Hope" 
NOVEMBER 
November (?) Executive Committee, U.S. Conference for WCC New York 
November (?) Pre-Assembly Youth Conference Tanzania 
November 23 - WCC Fifth Assembly Nairobi, Kenya 
December 10 
kK KK KK 
KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

ACLD Agency for Christian Literature Development 

CCIA Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 

CCJP Committee on the Church and Jewish People 

CCPD Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development 

CEC Conference of European Churches 

CICARWS Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 

CMC Christian Medical Commission 

CWME Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 

PCR Programme to Combat Racism 

SODEPAX Committee on Society, Development and Peace 

TEF Theological Education Fund 

UIM Urban Industrial Mission 

WACC World Association for Christian Communication 

WCC World Council of Churches 

YMCA Young Men's Christian Association 


YWCA Young Women's Christian Association 
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FULLER INFORMATION ON CHILE 
PROTESTANT STATEMENT SOUGHT 
New York (EPS) - The National Council of Churches (USA) has been asked to send an 
ecumenical team to Chile to determine the implications of a declaration signed by 


32 church leaders supporting the ruling military junta. 


Among those suggesting the team was the United Methodist Church whose Latin Ameri- 
ca specialist, Dr. Paul McCleary, said the Chile declaration "leaves many ques- 
tions unanswered". He was particularly perplexed that Chilean Methodist Bishop 


Juan Vasquez had signed the declaration. 


"The statement represents a split in the Christian community, and is not in har- 
mony with prior statements by the Methodist Church (of Chile) and the bishop", 


Dr. McCleary said. 


The declaration was made known at a meeting of 2,500 Protestants on December 13 
attended by Gen. Pinochet, head’of the junta: (The total: Protestant community is 
about 550,000.) It was printed in the Santiago. daily El Mercurio on December 19. 
The declaration said, "The take-over by the armed forces was a response: from God 

to the prayers of all believers who saw Marxism as the most powerful expression 

of evil and darkness". The signers categorically rejected "the disgraceful decla- 
ration made against our country by the United Nations", which had accused the junta 


of failing to uphold minimal human rights. 


Admitting that immediately following the military take-over "regrettable abuses 
of power and injustices could be found", the signers maintained these did not re- 


flect official policy and were "beyond the control of the highest’ authorities". 


"For over a year the present government has proved that its rule is based on Chris- 
tian and humanitarian principles, and its objectives are anti-Marxist", the state- 
ment said. Human rights are guaranteed by the "Declaration of Principles of the 


Governmental Junta", it said. 


Signers in addition to Bishop Vasquez include Rev. Luis 2° Fuentes Rebolledo, Ali- 
anza Cristiana y Misionera; Rev. Oscar Sandoval Toledo, Corporacién Asambleas de 
Dios; Rev. Harry G. Flinner, Iglesia del Nazareno; Rev. German Varas Torres, Unién 
de Iglesias Apostélicas Pentecostales; Rev. Raimundo Hern4ndez Concha, Corporacién 
Cristiana Pentecostal de Chile; Rev. Mamerto Mancilla Tapia, Iglesia Metodista Pen- 
tecostal de Chile; Alfredo Pfeiffer Muller, Sociedad Evangélica de Chile; Rev. Pe- 
dro Puentes Oliva, Iglesia Presbiteriana Independiente; Rev. Pascual Tabilot, Igle- 
sia Evangélica de Vitacura; Rev. Narciso Benavides B., Iglesia Evangélica de los 
Hermanos; Rev. Juan A. Vdsquez del Valle, Iglesia Metodista de Chile; Rev. Guiller- 
mo Godoy Peralta, Iglesia Presbiteriana Nacional; Rev. Jose 0, Apablaza Vega, Cor- 


(more) 
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poracidn Iglesia del Sefior; Rev. José Gémez Tapia, Iglesia Evangélica Pentecostal; 
Rev. Rodemil R. SAnchez Troncoso, Iglesia Unién Pentecostal "El Triunfo"; Rev. Car- 
los San Martin Pulgar, Corporacién Iglesia Unida Metodista Pentecostal; Lluis Mus- 
siett Canales, Convencién Evangélica Bautista; Rev. Manuel Fco Gonzdlez S., Igle- 
Sia Evangélica Pentecostal; Rev. Francisco Amabalon Rosales, Misién Iglesia Pente- 
costal Apostélica; Rev. Enrique Ch4vez Campos, Iglesia Pentecostal de Chile; Rev. 
Ricardo Escobar E., Convencién de Iglesias Bautistas de la Misidn Chilena; Rev. Na- 
dir Carreno Maufras, Iglesia Presbiteriana Nacional Fundamentalista y Confederacidén 
de Iglesias Evangélicas Fundamentalistas; Rev. Guillermo Strong Tomkins, Unidn de 
Centros Biblicos; Rev. Ricardo Ramfrez Lohaus, Iglesia de Dios; Rev. Javier Vdsques 
Valencia, Iglesia Metodista Pentecostal; Rev. Jacob Rivas Faundez, Iglesia del Senior; 
Rev. Pedro Peralta Rojas, Misién Pentecostal Naciente; Rev. Samuel Gustafsson Hiss 
Asamblea de Dios Auténoma; Rev. Hector D. Gutierrez Gallardo, Iglesia Internacional 
del Evangelio Cuadrangular; Rev. Juan Vdsquez Burgos, Iglesia de Dios Pentecostal; 
Armando Mendoza M., Ejército Evangelico de Chile; Rev. Luis Acevedo Valenzuela, 
Misidén Pentecostal de la Trinidad y Concilio Evangélico de Chile. 

EPS 


IVORY COAST METHODISTS MEET 


Abidjan, Ivory Coast (EPS) - In the face of growing secularization and the inroads 
being made by Islam and various primal religions, the Methodist Church in the Ivory 


Coast has realized the need for greater emphasis on biblical education. 


The annual synod meeting, held here January 10 to 16, also voted to seek member- 
ship in the Protestant Community for Apostolic Action, which links churches and 
mission agencies in French-speaking Europe, Africa, Madagascar and the Pacific 


Islands. 


On the question of moratorium, raised at the General Assembly of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches at Lusaka last May, the synod affirmed the unity and uni- 
versality of the Church without wishing to break its ties with any of its African 


partners. It consigned the question to one of its commissions for in-depth study. 


The 100,000-member Methodist Church, led by the Rev. Auguste Ackah, has 24 pastors 
and a similar number of missioners (including five lay women) assisted by 1,2000 


lay preachers. 


EPS 
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ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE STRESSES 

HUMAN FACTOR IN LIFE TODAY 

Geneva (EPS) - Human liberation and the role of the Church, faith and future-shock, 
the dialogue between Christianity and African religions. These are some of the 
subjects to be treated during 1975 at the Ecumenical Institute, Chateau de Bossey 


near Geneva. 


As usual, the major effort of the institute is the 4% month Graduate School of Ecu- 
menical Studies (mid-October through February). This year the theme will be "Ex- 
periencing God in Suffering and Hope". The course will attempt to look afresh at 
the traditional theological answers and to examine the Church in the contemporary 
setting. Among the questions to be asked are the following: Is suffering an ob- 
stacle to belief in God, and is hope an opium against social action? Has the Chris- 


tian something to contribute towards human liberation from oppression and suffering? 


In addition to this extended ecumenical experience, "Bossey" offers short-term 
courses of two or three weeks for pastors, theological students and lay people. 

One of these on the wholeness of the Gospel and the ecumenical movement will inter- 
view members of more radical movements or communities with charismatic, political 
and evangelical emphasis. The focus will be on how to live and witness to the whole- 
ness of the Gospel without sacrificing any of its radicalism. A seminar on Ortho- 
dox worship and theology gives both laity and clergy an introduction to th: Eastern 


Church. 


Finally, the Institute is the scene of several specialist conferences and consulta- 
tions with admission by invitation. This year biochemists and members of the medi- 
cal profession will consider with the theologians "Human Rights and their Practice 
in the Life Sciences". Biblical scholars will study ''Prophetic Vocation in the 

New Testament and Today". And natural and social scientists will join in dialogue 


with ethicists to ensure an environment in which people can enjoy a fully human life. 


The Ecumenical Institute is designed to cross the divisions of geography, language 
and tradition. Through living, studying, worshipping and relaxing together students 
discover what it means to be ecumenical and how they can respond to the needs of 
people in the world of today. Since its frunding in 1946 some 13,000 people have 


taken part in its courses and consultations. 


More detailed information may be obtained by writing Ecumenical Institute, Chateau 
de Bossey, CH 1298 Céligny, Switzerland. 
EPS 
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WORLD COUNCIL RENEWS PROTEST AGAINST 

URUGUAYAN SUSPENSION OF WALDENSIAN JOURNAL 

Geneva, January 22 (EPS) - The World Council of Churches today reinforced its re- 
cent cabled protest against a Uruguayan Government decree suspending publication 
of a Waldensian journal because it carried an article on economic aid given by 


WCC-related churches to groups in Uruguay, Chile, Vietnam and Africa. 


In a letter sent to the Uruguayan Embassy in Bern, addressed to President Juan 

Maria Bordaberry, the World Council takes strong exception to "inaccurate state- 
ments and falsities" contained in the decree of last December 6 and calls it a 
"violation of the right to religious freedom''. The suspension of the publication 

on the grounds given is an "action offensive to the normal functioning of an in- 
ternational non-governmental organization which is recognized by the United Nations," 


the letter declares. 


The suspended publication is the Mensajero Valdense, official organ of the Walden- 
sian Evangelical Church published in Paysandu, Uruguay. Reason for the suspension 
order, which was published in the daily newspaper El Dia on December 6, was an edi- 
torial in the July 1974 issue of Mensajero Valdense mentioning economic aid to 
groups in Uruguay, Chile, Vietnam and Africa. The decree asserts that the publi- 
cation had therefore violated "the dispositions of Decree 393,973, 1/VI 973, in 
attempting armed subversion within the national territory and in supporting those 


who practice it". 


The parent body of the Waldensian Church in Uruguay - the Waldensian Church in 


Italy - has been in the World Council since 1948. 


The World Council's protest was first brought to President Bordaberry's attention 


in a cable on December 17 signed by Deputy General Secretary Alan A. Brash, who also 


signed the letter. 


The World Council expresses outrage at personal slurs against former and present 
WCC leaders. It rejects as outright falsehood the claim in the decree that the 
WcC's former general secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, was awarded the Lenin 
Prize by the Soviet Union, and as defamatory, the statement that its present gen- 
eral secretary, Dr. Philip A. Potter, "advocates chaos and anarchy". These are 


"reckless falsehood(s)", the letter states. 


The decree itself, the World Council declared, is a "prima facie attempt to vio- 
late religious liberty", because it bans not only Mensajero Valdense but ‘any other 


(more) 
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periodical with similar policy and orientation. It can be presumed therefore that 
"any person or body" having direct or indirect links with the World Council or 
referring to it in neutral or uncritical terms will be guilty of a very serious 


crime. 


The letter urges that President Bordaberry and the competent authorities will take 
action "soonest" for "prompt and necessary corrective measures". This will "avoid 
the prolonging of a situation whose possible consequences, including the inevitable 
political repercussions and world public opinion, do not correspond with the style 
and life of the WCC, which is constantly guided by its search for reconciliation 
and justice". 


EPS 


LESOTHO CHURCHES DEFEND 

POLITICAL PRISONERS ON TRIAL 

Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - The Christian Council of Lesotho has hired a lawyer to de- 
fend 31 persons now on trial charged with high treason. All are members of the 
Basutoland Congress Party who are alleged to have plotted to overthrow the govern- 


ment of Prime Minister Leabua Jonathan. 


The All Africa Conference of Churches has urged its member churches to send gifts 
to churches in Lesotho, as well as those in Namibia, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Equatorial 
Guinea and Chad, which are undergoing severe trials at this time. The South Africa 
Council of Churches has contributed $7,000 to the Lesotho defence fund, according 


to AACC. 


For some years the opposition in Lesotho has been subject to harsh restrictions 
with many of its leaders jailed without trial. At a hearing of the UN Commission 
on Human Rights complaints were made about the detention of political prisoners 
and allegations of torture. Other African countries have also criticized repres- 
sion of the opposition. Observers believe the current trials may be a government 


attempt to improve its image in the eyes of other states. 
EPS 


IRISH PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS CONTINUE 


Belfast (EPS) - Massive ecumenical peace demonstrations took place here and in Dub- 
lin on January 19 as church leaders continued their behind-the-scenes efforts to 
salvage the cease-fire. Despite heavy rain, thousands of men and women, Protestants 
and Roman Catholics, stood beneath a roof of umbrellas praying for peace. 


The same day Mr. Merlyn Rees, Britain's minister for Northern Ireland, repeated his 
promise that the Army could be gradually reduced to peacetime level and withdrawn 
to barracks in Northern Ireland in response to a permanent cessation of violence. 


He was also prepared to speed up the rate of releases of the 500 people detained. 
EPS 
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DEEPER MISSION COMMITMENT 

IS MORATORIUM'S GOAL 

Geneva (EPS) - Mission executives went back to the Bible to see what they could 
learn from the first Christian missionaries - the 12 Apostles - during a recent 


consultation sponsored by the World Council of Churches. 


From the Book of Acts they discovered that the 12 changed their minds and stopped 
requiring Gentile converts to become copies of Jewish ones. They were free to 


express the Gospel in new cultural forms. 


"Today", concluded the mission executives, "the call to moratorium is a demand 


for freedom from the cultural domination of Western missions". 


Both Western and Third World (Asian, African and Latin American) Christians at- 
tended the consultation convened here by the Committee on Ecumenical Sharing of 


Personnel. 


They recalled that as Gentile Christianity developed, it ceased to have one geo- 
graphical centre. Today, however, the impetus for mission comes from Western cen- 
tres "of world political and economic power". Participants saw "the interplay of 


political, economic and cultural forces producing domination and dependence". 


The call for moratorium sounded by Christians in both Africa and Asia is a call 
for freedom to be oneself, and to take responsibility for mission in each place 
with cultural integrity. They favoured "the power of the Gospel rather than 


power based largely on material resources", 


The consultation agreed that moratorium is not a universal call to stop. Some 
churches still want funds for service and educational institutions, not support 
for pastors and church administration. Latin American churches call for selective 
moratorium. Middle East churches want a new kind of relationship, one that does 
not threaten the present self-support and autonomy of churches from which mission- 


aries were withdrawn some time ago. 


. . Nie 
But everywhere the move towards moratorium "in some degree or at some stage" is 


more in evidence. 


Western church institutions must change to express the new agendas of mission and 
to develop liberating and participatory styles of relationships. Churches that 
have traditionally sent missionaries were asked to rediscover the mission within 
their own societies. More study is needed, the consultation said, on how Western 


churches can move beyond present mission structures to discover their own selfhood 


EPS 
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ASIAN CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS 
WORK ON CONFLICT AREAS 
Geneva (EPS) - Proselytism was condemned in the strongest terms during a regional 


Muslim-Christian dialogue held in Hong Kong 4th to 10th January. 


"Wherever methods-of compulsion, overt or covert, blatant or subtle, are still 
employed to draw people of one faith into another faith, these methods should be 
renounced as unworthy of Christianity and Islam", agreed 35 Southeast Asians who 


attended the seven-day WCC-sponsored session. 


Participants also agreed that where relief is extended on the initiative of one 
religious community, the distribution should be based on need rather than on re- 
ligious affiliation. Consultation between the religious communities, whether 
donors or recipients, is imperative to work out planning, administration and im- 
plementation. Otherwise misunderstanding and suspicion result, participants a- 
greed. These requirements of impartiality and partnership must be applied to re- 


habilitation programmes as well. 


On religious instruction, the consultation advised that Christian children should 
be taught by a Christian instructor, Muslim children by a Muslim. At the same 
time there was no resistance to the scientific study of religion. Both Islam and 
Christianity recognize mankind has a duty to extend the frontiers of knowledge, 


including knowledge of other religions. 


Delegates from the Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia recognized the 
"positive and creative role governments may plan in helping to reduce tensions 


and conflicts between religious communities". 


This includes preservation of the rule of law, maintenance of a free and responsi- 
ble press, safeguarding of academic freedom, protection of human values in ex- 
panding technological society, striving to overcome the dangers that ideological 


forces can pose to religious faiths and the preservation of the quality of life. 


The Southeast Asian dialogue was the latest in a series of Muslim-Christian con- 
versations that have taken place in Africa, Europe and the Middle East at the 
invitation of the WCC's Sub-unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and 


Ideologies. 
EPS 
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NOTE TO EDITORS, RADIO/TELEVISION, FILM REPRESENTATIVES: Application forms for 
press accreditation to the Fifth Assembly of the WCC in Nairobi may be obtained 
from the WCC Communication Department, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Swit- 
zerland, and from the New York Office of the WCC, 475 Riverside Drive (Room 439), 
New York, Ney. 10027-, .USA. 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES PREPARES FOR 
FIFTH ASSEMBLY IN NAIROBI THIS YEAR 


Geneva, Switzerland (EPS) - The Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
scheduled November 23 to December 10, 1975, in Nairobi, Kenya, promises to be the 


26-year-old ecumenical organization's most inclusive policy-making gathering. 


The estimated 2,500 Assembly participants will include 700 delegates from 271 mem- 
ber churches in 90 countries (a record in Council history) plus advisers, obser- 


vers, guests, press and staff. 


Reflecting the increased participation of Asian, African and Latin American chur- 
ches in the Council's activities, the Assembly will be held in the trail-blazing 


African country of Kenya. 


Kenya is a profoundly religious country. Of its 13 million people, 67% are Chris- 
tian (262% are followers of African traditional religions). Christianity was brought 
by Portuguese travelers at the end of the fifteenth century. A new era of Christian 
penetration began with the arrival of modern missionaries in 1844. Today there are 
Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Orthodox, Presbyterian and Roman Catholic churches, 


plus more than 170 independent churches not products of the mission enterprise. 


The headquarters of the All Africa Conference of Churches is in the capital city 
of Nairobi. The official host for the Assembly, however, is the National Chris- 
tian Council of Kenya. Plenary sessions will be in the modern Kenyatta Conference 


Centre with section meetings in nearby buildings. 


This is the first time the major policy-making body of the World Council of Chur- 
ches will meet in Africa. Earlier Assemblies convened in Uppsala, Sweden (1968), 


New Delhi (1961), Evanston, Illinois (1954) and Amsterdam (1948). 


Theme of the Fifth Assembly is "Jesus Christ Frees and Unites". 


The implication of the theme for today's world will be discussed in six sections. 
Topics for these sections are: Confessing Christ Today; What Unity Requires; 
Seeking Community - the Common Search of People of Various Faiths, Cultures and 
Ideologies; Education for Liberation and Community; Structures of Injustice and 


(more) 
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Struggles for Liberation; Human Development - the Ambiguities of Power, Technology 


and Quality of Life. 


An important part of the input for Section I will be the Covenant adopted by the 
Congress on World Evangelization at Lausanne and the findings of the Bangkok Con- 
ference on Salvation Today. Although the Lausanne meeting was sponsored by groups 
critical of the WCC, the Covenant has been accepted as a valid expression of Chris- 


tian concern by a number of WCC member bodies. 


Issues on the Assembly agenda will be in the context of problems facing the world 
- inflation, the food and energy crises, mounting violations of human rights and 


social injustice in many countries. 


Planning for the Council's first African assembly proceeds at a time when South 
Africa's apartheid policy is receiving considerable attention from the United Na- 
tions. The World Council's aid to liberation groups in southern Africa has been 


viewed widely as evidence of Christian concern for the oppressed. 


The World Council's own future will be an element in the Nairobi deliberations. 
The world monetary crisis and the need for closer communication with the member 


churches will necessitate a careful look at Council priorities. 


A wide spectrum of programmes started since the last Assembly will be up for re- 
view. These range from studies on Man's Future in a World of Science-based Tech- 
nology; Violence/Nonviolence; faith in contemporary terms to the findings of recent 
consultations on Sexism and Human Rights and the results of dialogues with Muslims, 
Buddhists, Hindus and Jews. Equally the WCC has been mandated to explore dialogue 


possibilities with those whose lives are guided by non-religious beliefs. 


Two additional programmes whose direction will be assessed at Nairobi are the Pro- 


gramme to Combat Racism and the Churches' Participation in Development. 


Major item of business will be the election of the six-member Presidium, who will 
chair the Assembly. The outgoing Presidium consists of Mrs. Kiyoko Takeda Cho 
(Japan), His Holiness Patriarch German of Serbia, Bishop Hans Lilje (F.G.R.), Dr. 
Ernest A. Payne (UK), Dr. John Coventry Smith (USA), Bishop Alpheus Zulu (South 
Africa). Also to be elected is the 150-member Central Committee as the interim 
governing body between Assemblies, which are held only every six or seven years. 
In view of the increased number of women attending this Assembly as delegates, it 
is anticipated that the new Central Committee will have a larger proportion of 


women than its predecessors. 


(more) 
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This is the first Assembly for which Dr. Philip A. Potter will be responsible. 
The 53-year-old West Indian Methodist clergyman became General Secretary in 1972. 
The first "Third Worlder" to hold the top WCC staff position, he succeeded Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake (USA) and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft (Netherlands). 


It will be recalled that the Fifth Assembly had originally been scheduled for 

July 1975 in Jakarta. The venue was changed by the Central Committee in mid-1974 
when there were signs that the Assembly unintentionally could create problems for 
Indonesia and its churches and specifically for relations between Christians and 


Muslims. 


The WCC Assembly is a forum for churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox 

and Old Catholic confessions to chart joint efforts in the fields of Christian 
unity, witness and service. Observers will be present from non-member communions 
including the Roman Catholic Church and the increasingly influential African inde- 
pendent churches. 
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NEW ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY ENTHRONED 


Canterbury, England (EPS) - Dr. Frederick Donald Coggan, 65, was enthroned as the 
101lst Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All England (Anglican), on January 24 
in the presence of Free Church, Church of Scotland, Orthodox and Anglican digni- 


taries. 


Dr. Philip A. Potter represented the World Council of Churches. Three Roman Cath- 
olic cardinals were also present: Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity; Jozef Cardinal Suenens of Ma- 


lines-Brussels and Francois Cardinal Marty of Paris. 


Before the close of the solemn and colourful ceremony in Canterbury Cathedral, 

the spiritual. leader of 65 million Anglicans was formally blessed by the Arch- 
bishop of Kenya, the Most Rev. Festo Olang'. The lesson was read by the Rt. Rev. 
John Howe, secretary-general of the Anglican Consultative Council, a forum created 
by Dr. Coggan's predecessor, Lord Ramsey, bringing together Anglicans from around 


the world to debate contemporary issues of common interest. 


In his address the new archbishop quoted General Booth of the Salvation Army: as 
saying: "We must grow until our arms get right round the world’. Such an act of 


sacrificial love will be costly, the Archbishop noted. 


"Our divisions will have to go - and this week of Christian unity reminds us to 
ask ourselves how we can preach reconciliation if we ourselves are not wholly re- 
seneiiad?” he said. Selfishness will also have to go, Archbishop Coggan stated, 
"For sii of the global village in which we live is deprived of those necessities 
without which no human being can fully live - food, literacy, education, freedom, 


knowledge of the Christian way". 


In a spirit of "realism and confidence", he cited as his church's greatest need 
"a steady increase in the number of those coming forward to ordination". They 
are especially necessary, he said, in order to train the laity, whom he character- 


ized as "the frontline troops" who carry out the main work of Christ's church. 


Before coming Archbishop of Canterbury Dr. Coggan was Archbishop of York for 13 
years. As chairman of the United Bible Societies he addressed the Fourth Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches in 1968. 

EPS 
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WEEK OF PRAYER IS TIME TO 

ASSESS ECUMENICAL SCENE 

Geneva (EPS) - The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, celebrated from 18th to 25th 
January in many parts of the world, is a time for remembering past commitments to 
the unity of all Christians and assessing what this means in particular local and 


national situations. 


Theme for this year's observance was "God's Purpose: All Things in Christ" (Ephe- 
sians 1:3-10). Materials were prepared jointly by the Faith and Order Commission 
of the World Council of Churches and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Chris- 


tian Unity. 


An introduction to the theme suggests this passage is "an enthusiastic hymn of 
praise, a lovesong which invites us to join in the singing, to respond to the out- 
pouring of God's love by pouring out our hearts in love and joy". Christ's Church 
is seen as the company of those who have begun to respond to this love and to put 


themselves at the disposal of His purpose for the world. 


The ecumenical movement can move again when Christians, together, submit themselves 
and their institutions to the purpose of God, accept one another as fellow-workers 


in His service and struggle with the issues that still divide the churches. 


In England the enthronement of the new Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Frederick 


Donald Coggan, was a truly ecumenical event (see page 2). 


In Wales the week began with a national service of thanksgiving for a special cove- 
nant made by Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist and United Reformed churches to work 
and pray for union. At the service in Aberystwyth Archbishop Gwiliym Williams 
warned that only from within the shared experience of people who have come to 

trust one another can proposals for union win assent. "The failure of so many 
union plans", he said, "is due to them being considered primarily as schemes on 


paper, not as the fruit of relationships changed by Christ". 


In Jerusalem the Church of the Holy Sepulcher was the scene of a sunset service in 
which the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate participated for the first time, together 
with Protestants, Anglicans and Roman Catholics. Other ecumenical events included 
a Catholic-Lutheran service at the Benedictine Abbey on Mount Sion, an interdenomi- 
national "charismatic" service and lectures on unity at the Tantur Institute for 


Ecumenical Studies. 


At Nazareth joint prayers and lectures were under the auspices of a newly formed 


(more) 
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Ecumenical Committee of clergy and laity from Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant 


churches. 


Rome inaugurated a year-long series of ecumenical services to be held weekly. En- 
glish-speaking Christians living or visiting in Rome will meet at the Church of 
the Holy Spirit (Wednesdays, 17:00 hours). Father Walter Abbott, S.J. of Boston, 
secretary for inter-religious Bible work in the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, is coordinating the special Holy Year programme. Similar pro- 


grammes are planned for French-speaking and Italian-speaking pilgrims. 


In Madrid representatives of several Protestant communitites and other groups met 

to study and reflect on the meaning of liturgical renewal, evangelism and the mis- 
sion of the laity now receiving attention in the Roman Catholic Church. The meet- 
ing was unusual in that Mormons, Christian Scientists and Jehovah's Witnesses not 
normally present at ecumenical discussions joined with representatives of the Span- 
ish Evangelical Church, the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Churches, Baptists, Brethren, 


Spanish Independents and Seventh Day Adventists. A sincere desire for dialogue 


seemed to characterize the meetings. 


The Barcelona Ecumenical Centre recently published the results of a comprehensive 


survey conducted among various Christian communities on the subject of ecumenism. 


In the People's Republic of Congo the Week of Prayer has been marked by prayer 
vigils in Brazzaville. Catholics, Protestants, Kimbanguists and Salvation Army 
have initiated gatherings in some 35 places of worship. When one group provided 


the meeting place, the sister churches planned and carried out the programme. 


At Kinshasa, Zaire, more than 2,000 Catholics and Protestants filled the large 
Church of St. Pius X on 24th January. Elsewhere ecumenical questions were con- 
sidered at parish level with great success. These gatherings asked: What is the 
source of our unity? Why are Christians divided? What are the marks of reconcili- 
ation with God? Conscious of having received the Good News as a common gift, the 
participants recognized that in spite of confessional differences they had a common 
task to carry the Gospel to all Zairois. 


EPS 


ETHIOPIAN LUTHERAN FREED 


Geneva (EPS) - Officers and staff of the Lutheran World Federation have expressed 
thanks to God upon learning that Ethiopian authorities have freed Mr. Emmanuel Abra- 
ham, president of the Lutheran Church in Ethiopia. The 61-year-old layman, who was 
Minister of Mines until political changes started early in 1974, had been in deten- 
tion since last May. He serves as first vice-chairman of the LWF's Commission on 


World Service and earlier was on the LWF's Executive Committee. 
EPS 
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WCC LAUNCHES EMERGENCY APPEAL 

FOR CAPE VERDE ISLANDERS 

Geneva (EPS) - An emergency appeal’ for $100,000 to supply immediate food and medi- 
cal aid to the drought-stricken Cape Verde Islands was issued on January 29 by the 


World Council of Churches. 


An urgent communication to member churches from the Council's Commission on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), pointed out the drought is linked 
to that of the Sahelian zone in Africa. It started in 1968 and is rapidly inducing 


widespread malnutrition on the islands, which lie off the coast of Senegal. 


Livestock and food production have been reduced to less than 10% of what it was 
before. And existing stocks of maize, the main staple food, will run out by mid- 
February, those of beans by mid-March. Compounding the desperate food situation 


is the anticipated reduction of Portuguese grant assistance. 


Most of the church relief aid will be used to bring high-protein food, milk powder, 
maize, rice and oil to the islands. Medical assistance will take the form of anti- 


biotics, vitamins and medicines for the treatment of gastro-intestinal diseases. 


Helmut Reuschle, material aid officer of CICARWS, is scheduled to visit the islands 


next week to arrange for the reception and distribution of aid supplies. 


By press time, the Swiss churches' aid agency HEKS had pledged $40,000 to the emer- 


gency appeal. 


The Cape Verde Islands, lying 500 km (330 miles) off the western cape of Africa, 
were linked with Guinea-Bissau during the time of Portuguese colonialism. Now they 
are under a transitional government made up of three Portuguese and three leaders 
of the PAIGC (Political Party of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde Islands). The popu- 
lation of between 260,000 and 300,000 is 30% children. Cape Verdians living abroad 
outnumber by far the population on the islands. With the end of colonialism and 
the worsening world economic situation, many migrant workers in Europe are expected 
to return. Their number will add to the already high figure of unemployed and also 


contribute health hazards since many may be carriers of endemic diseases. 


EPS 


SENEGALESE MUSLIM LEADER SEEKS 

LINKS WITH CHRISTIANS 

Geneva (EPS) - The spiritual leader of the Mourid Muslim religious order in Sene- 
gal, himself planning ambitious schemes for rural development in the drought-rav- 


(more) 
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aged Sahel, has discussed his work with Christian groups. On a visit to World 
Council of Churches headquarters 23-24 January Sheikh Ahmadou M'Backe of Touba 
commended the Ecumenical Coordination Team which has just started work in the Sa- 


hel and welcomed the inclusion of a Muslim from Upper Volta in the team. 


The Sheikh and his staff conferred with staff members working in sub-units on Dia- 
logue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies, the Commission on Inter-Church 


Aid, Refugee and World Service, Churches' Participation in Development and SODEPAX. 


In the course of an interview with WCC General Secretary Dr. Philip A. Potter, 
Sheikh M'Backe explained the four-fold principle of science, prayer, work and tol- 
erance underlying his order's commitment to aid the drought victims. The Muslim 
brotherhood of Mourid has adherents throughout West Africa; 80% of the people of 


Senegal are Mourides. 
EPS 


US CHURCHES CHALLENGE IBM 

ACTIVITY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

New York (EPS) - Fourteen Protestant churches and Roman Catholic orders in the USA 
are co-filing a resolution with International Business Machines (IBM) seeking to 
prevent the sales, leasing or servicing of its computers in the Republic of South 


Africa. 


Although computers cannot literally be called "arms", the shipment of which is pro- 
hibited under a US embargo, the churches believe "computers sold to the South Afri- 
can government ostensibly for peaceful purposes are of real assistance militarily 
and strategically". Thus, they held, the spirit of the embargo is compromised 
while the computers increase the government's ability to control its citizens, im- 


plementing its policy of white supremacy. 


South Africa uses computer technology to implement its notorious pass laws under 
which the movement of blacks is restricted. Now fear has been expressed that the 


system will be expanded to include Asians and Coloureds. 


The 14 church groups, which hold approximately $8,951,000 worth of stock in IBM, 
have proposed a resolution they are seeking to have circulated to all IBM stock- 


holders for their approval at the 1975 stockholders meeting. 


In addition to the National Council of Churches, the following Protestant groups 
are participating in the action: American Baptist Home Mission Society, Christian 
Church (Disciples), Protestant Episcopal, Reformed Church in America, United Church 
of Christ World Ministries Board, United Methodist Church mission boards, United 


Presbyterian Church and Tressler Lutheran Service BCR ESS so 
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SOLIDARITY WITH GEORGE OGLE 

EXPRESSED BY SOUTH KOREANS 

Seoul, Korea (EPS) - Twelve South Korean attorneys have filed suit on behalf of 
deported American missionary Dr. George Ogle. The suit against the Immigration 
Office of the South Korean Ministry of Justice seeks to have the deportation order 


overturned. 


Dr. Ogle, a United Methodist missionary lecturing on labour-management relations 
at Seoul National University, was deported on December 14 accused of "disrupting 


social order" (EPS No. 1). 


The attorneys’ decision, taken without Dr. Ogle's knowledge, was viewed as a sig- 


nificant move within the legal profession to oppose present government policies. 


Meanwhile a Presbyterian committee composed of church and mission board executives 
in South Korea expressed deep regret over the deportation of Dr. Ogle. The Over- 
seas Churches Cooperative Committee at its annual meeting January 21 decided to ap- 
peal to the government to permit Dr. Ogle's return at the earliest possible aes 


GOVERNMENT GRANT AIDS IWY 

PROJECT IN AUSTRALIA 

Sydney, Australia (EPS) - The Australian Government has made a grant of A$ 30,000 
to the Australian Council of Churches' Commission on the Status of Women. It will 
help finance a programme on International Women's Year (IWY) titled "Towards a 
Whole Community". "In particular we plan to focus on changing the attitudes which 
limit the role of women in church and society", said Miss Jean Skuse of the ACC's 
staff. Specific proposals include a national women's conference, a pamphlet series, 
study material on women in development and a seminar for ministers. The commission 
also hopes to participate, in a regional IWY conference for women in the Pacific 


Islands and Papua New es é 
12 


SWEDES PROTEST SEMINARY TAKE-OVER 


Bromma, Sweden (EPS) - The presidium of the Ecumenical Council in Sweden have writ- 
ten to South African Prime Minister Vorster expressing "shock and dismay" at the 
government's decision to expropriate the Federal Seminary in Alice - without appar- 
ent warning and counter to assurances given in the early sixties. According to the 
Swedes' letter, they had viewed the seminary as an example of "practical ecumenical 
cooperation" which has made a "remarkable impact on development not only in South Af- 


rica but far beyond its borders. The letter asked the government action be reconsid- 


ered. ioc 
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J WCC URGES CHILEAN CHURCHES TO CONTINUE 


IN "CRITICAL DIALOGUE" 


Geneva (EPS) - Churches in Chile, particularly the member churches of the World 

Council of Churches in that country, have been asked to continue a "critical dia- 
logue'' on the issues raised by the declaration of some 32 church officials approv- 
ing the policies of the military junta (EPS Jan. 9). This request was made by WCC 
General Secretary Dr. Philip A. Potter in a letter of response to Lutheran Bishop 


Helmut Frenz, who disassociated himself from the declaration. 


The declaration advertised on December 19 said the government had "proved that its 
rule was based on Christian and humanitarian principles" and claimed the take-over 
by the armed forces (September 11, 1973) "was a response from God to all believers 
who saw Marxism as the most powerful expression of evil and darkness". It acknow- 
ledged "regrettable abuses of power and injustices" in the period following the 


military take-over and claimed that these were only "isolated instances". 


Bishop Frenz has taken strong exception to the advertisement. He said that those 
familiar with the situation in Chile would have the church follow a path of service 


of Jesus Christ "in a very different way". 


The brunt of the advertisement was an attack on the United Nations for its condem- 


Mationvo£ Chile. 


Dr. Potter recalled that Bishop Frenz had been honoured by the UN with the Nansen 
Medal in recognition of his services to the refugees who left Chile. "The most 
visible expression of the witness to the difficult mandate of Our Lord is given 
by the courageous and timely work carried out in Chile by a wide spectrum of chur- 
ches who support and constitute the two ecumenical committees on refugees and hu- 


man rights under your leadership", Potter said. 


The challenging witness of the Chilean churches was an "encouragement to the other 
member churches of the World Council of Churches in Latin America who were con- 
cerned about the increasing violations of human rights on the continent", the 
general secretary wrote. 

"It is precisely because, in the end, prisoners are defended, widows are comforted 


and the abuse of power is contested, that this work has the genuine and massive 


spiritual, moral and financial support of the churches internationally, in the name 


of Jesus Christ", Dr. Potter said. 


He quoted a phrase used by Bishop Frenz, last October in Geneva, in his acceptance 


(more) 
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speech before the UN that "it is the sharing of suffering which is the most power- 
ful weapon, one which will overcome adversity and discouragement", and said the 
Bishop exemplified the exhortation of St. Paul: "Love does no wrong to a neighbour; 


therefore love is the fulfilling of the law" (Rom. 13:8). 


Dr. Potter declared that it would be of utmost importance, therefore, that a cri- 
tical dialogue on the fundamental issues raised by the advertisement continue among 
the Chilean churches and assured the Bishop of "continued solidarity". 

EPS 
' / 
icc CALLS ON USSR GOVERNMENT TO 
ALLOW OBSERVER AT VINS TRIAL 
Geneva, January 30 - In an urgent communication officers of the World Council of 
Churches this morning called on the USSR Government to allow an observer to attend 


the imminent trial of Georgij Vins, leader of a Baptist splinter group. 


The officers' statement stressed that such action by the Soviet Government will 


"contribute towards international understanding". 


At the same time they recalled that WCC General Secretary Dr. Philip A. Potter in 
an appeal to the Soviet Government last November 14 had asked that the text of the 
indictment against Mr. Vins be made available, that a legal observer be allowed to 
follow the proceedings of the trial and that legal defence be provided according 

to the expressed wish of Mr. Vins. They regretted that there has been no response 


from the Minister of Justice of the Soviet Union to this request. 


Mr. Vins is charged with the violation of Soviet law, in particular provisions of 
the Ukranian Criminal Code. The WCC leaders believe that his trial is imminent 
in his home city of Kiev, and that charges against him are made primarily because 


of his religious convictions and activities. 


The WCC leaders said Dr. Potter's appeal and their request today were on the basis 
of representation received from several persons in the USSR, and in view of the 
"commitment of the WCC to the fundamental right of persons to live according to 
their own chosen religious convictions". The statement was signed by M.M. Thomas, 
Chairman, Central Committee; Pauline M. Webb, Vice Chairman; and Philip A. Potter, 


General Secretary, World Council of Churches. 
EPS 
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PATRIARCH SAYS PROGRESSIVE CHANGES 

WILL UNITE, STRENGTHEN ETHIOPIA 

Geneva (EPS) - His Holiness Abba Theophilus, Patriarch of Ethiopia, has ex- 
pressed the conviction that the people of his country will be stronger and 
more united because of significant progressive changes that have taken 

place over the past several months. The Ethiopian church leader also declared 
in a message to the World Council of Churches that his church is ready to 


play its part in promoting social and economic justice and self-reliance. 


The patriarch's message and fraternal greetings from the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church were brought to Dr Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, on January 31 by Abba Gabre Medhin G. Yohannes, who 
visited WCC headquarters in Geneva as a personal emissary of the Ethiopian 


prelate. 


Dr Potter said that the World Council of Churches has been and will continue 
to be active in bringing aid to the needy, particularly the victims of the 
drought and in assisting people in their self-development. He expressed his 
confidence that ways can be found to intensify and make more effective col- 


laboration in service to the people of Ethiopia. 


Abba Gabre Medhin G. Yohannes, who is the Acting Executive Director of the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church Development Commission and Secretary of Inter- 

Church Aid, had extensive discussions with the staff of the World Council of 
Churches particularly with those working in CCPD and CICARWS, agencies which 
have been actively involved in supporting socio-economic programmes for develop- 


ment in Ethiopia. 
EPS 
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ZAIRE CHURCHES SEEK RENEWAL, 
ACKNOWLEDGE SOCIAL CHANGES 


Kinshasa, Zaire (EPS) - Renewal of the church in view of the socio-economic 
and political changes in the country is being sought at the National Synod 


of the Church of Christ in Zaire which convened here February 2-9. 


Protestant Bishop Onema Fama, who moderates the sessions, called attention to 
the synod's special character "because the Republic of Zaire at this moment" 


is undergoing a total change of "its political, economic and social system’. 


The synod, composed of delegates from 53 Protestant denominations, meets under 
the theme:where the people are, the church should also be. Discussions will 
centre on evangelization, Christian family life, the use of church centres and 


refugee aid programmes. 


Particular attention will be paid to the churches' participation in development 
and the development of the whole man. "The prosperity of man and his well-being" 
are at the centre of the Christian message and of the aspirations of the state 


of Zaire, it was pointed out. 


In recent montns, the official party of Zaire has taken a series of measures 
affecting the life of the Church, including the suppression of religious teaching 
in public schcols and universities, and the replacement of religious signs in 
public piaces by portraits of the head of state. In 1973 and 1974 the Christian 
youth movement was disbanded and 31 religious publications were terminated. Synod 
discussions will stress the need for renewal of the Church while taking into 


account the actual situation in the cOUNLTY+ p56 


SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT REJECTS 
PLEA AGAINST SEMINARY EXPROPRIATION 


Capetown (EPS) - The South African Government has rejected appeals by church 
leaders against the expropriation of the Federal Theological Seminary in 

Alice, Cape Province. The decision to go ahead with expansion plans for Fort 
Hare University which would benefit from the expropriation action was announced 
in the course of an interview with M.C. Botha, Minister of Bantu Administration 
and Development, by a church delegation. Anglican Bishop Alpheus Zulu, spokesman 
of the delegation, reported the minister's action after the meeting. 


The seminary trains 150 Africans, Coloured and Indian ministers and priests. 

As the only educational institution of its kind, it operates under the joint 
auspices of the Anglican, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches. 
The World Council of Churches issued a strong protest against the expropriation 


action last December. 
EPS 
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WCC seeks $2.5 million for Bangladesh flood relief, agricultural needs 
Bangladesh churches help step up food production .......+e.-s. 
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Chile appeal tops. $1 milligge jo) ee ee 
Jurists' mission to Chile asks end to war-time procedures. . . 
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News round-up (ecumenical consultation on China) .........-. 
Theological education in China seme xqaie nelaqrgin uM Atiop pais 


CYPRUS 
Ecumenical. team on Cyprus safe «(Agee amt we Jnr), & 
News round-up (Central Committee actions). .......s.e.see-e we 
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Bossey Graduate School gives preview of Fifth Assembly ........+. 29 
Self-reliance tops AACC agenda in post-Lusaka period . ....«.«+s+ss«-s+ + 30 
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CWME CHALLENGES WHOLE 

CHURCH TO DO EVANGELISM 

Figueira da Foz, Portugal (EPS) - Is Evangelism one dimension of the total mission 
of the Christian Church or a specialized activity to be done by professionals? 

How does the Church convey the message of salvation in Jesus Christ to the whole 


world? 


These two questions were the focus of a week-long debate by the Commission on 


World Mission and Evangelism (CWME), holding its first-ever meeting in Portugal. 


The Ecumenical Centre for Reconciliation, nestling in a pine grove high above the 
rolling breakers of the Atlantic Ocean, was the scene of the CWME's annual meeting 
February 3-7. Present were some 70 representatives of Protestant, Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic mission agencies and councils of churches plus staff members of the 


World Council of Churches. 


Underneath these two seemingly innocuous questions ran an undercurrent of contro- 
versy that surfaced periodically throughout the week, as CWME struggled to see 
what programmes and activities would get priority during the remaining months of 


1975. 


After hearing all the activities proposed for the Evangelism Desk, participants 
asked how one person could fulfil such an assignment. A small consultative group 
which had met before the CWME meeting called for action reports on different ex- 
periments in evangelism, together with helpful comments on them, all prepared in 
a form usable by local congregations; the testing of contemporary evangelistic 
methods to make sure they are in accordance "with God's method", continuation of 
the Monthly Letter about Evangelism plus preparation of the Nairobi Assembly Sec- 
tion on "Confessing Christ Today". Were not three more staff members needed for 


the Evangelism Desk? the consultative group asked. 


This question immediately brought other members of CWME to their feet saying: "But 
we also have the Urban and Industrial Mission Desk, the Rural and Agricultural Mis- 
sion Desk and a secretary concentrating on the ecumenical sharing of personnel. 
Are not these basically evangelistic endeavours? Are not these urban and rural 


missioners sharing the Gospel? How do we relate preaching and sharing and serving?" 


Someone else recalled the Rev. Emilio Castro saying in his director's report which 
opened the meeting: "The evangelistic problem is not one of techniques, but of 
being in mission, fully committed to God and to love to our neighbours". 


(more) 
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One example of how CWME is aiding churches and their members recognize their evan- 
gelistic task came from Canada. Miss Ingrid Eckerdal, WCC staff member doing edu- 
cation for mission, and Sister Kathleen Bagen, Franciscan missionary in Indochina, 
described how they and other members of a six-continent team had visited six of Can- 
ada's 10 provinces last year helping Christians reflect on what mission in Canada 
means. Not pretending to be experts, team members simply raised questions and 


shared their commitment to mission. 


The Rev. Floyd Honey, general secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches which 


hosted the visit, was especially appreciative of the team's theological emphasis. 


At week's end Bishop Mortimer Arias of the Methodist Church in Bolivia summed up 
the general feeling when he said: '"We don't want a new organization specializing 
in Evangelism. The Bangkok Conference on Salvation Today said Evangelism is part 
of the total life of the Church - the whole Gospel of Jesus Christ is for the 


whole man and all men. But you do need a strategy for making that explicit". 


Emilio Castro pointed to one possible resource when he said: "Our next area of 
concentration in theological education should be in pastoral theology, trying to 
relate the theological understanding of world realities to the ongoing life of the 
Christian community". He said one reason for the ‘crisis of faith among young peo- 
ple' comes from the impossibility of crossing the gap between the daily life of a 
given parish and "the vision of the world struggle in which Christians are to par- 


ticipate". 


To help churches in Asia, Africa and Latin America gird themselves for doing mis- 
sion work, a moratorium on funds and personnel from Western churches was discussed. 
While African churches stated very clearly at the Lusaka Assembly of the All Afri- 
ca Conference of Churches that they do not want to break relations with Western 
churches, they do want "a radical disengagement from patterns of dependence". Then 


they will have time to search for self-identity and self-reliance. 


CWME agreed that moratorium was "one possible way to create mature relationships 


of churches in mission". 


CWME discussed at some length how Evangelism could be made a central focus of the 
Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Nairobi next November. It rec- 


ognized that Section I on "Confessing Christ Today" was the logical place for this 


challenge to be put to the churches. 


Three questions require discussion by this section: (1) How to discern what con- 


(more) 
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fessing Christ means in concrete situations...to discern the gift and will of the 
Lord in that situation? (2) How to renew congregations to become confessing com- 
munities? and (3) How to communicate the core of the Christian faith in a language 


relevant today? 


In the end CWME postponed the question of additional staff for the Evangelism Desk 
but asked it to seek close relations and cooperation with regional and national 
ecumenical bodies, and to provide the necessary financial support to assure a "mul- 


tiplying effect". 


After receiving the report of the Review Committee on the Christian Medical Commis-— 
sion, the CWME affirmed its belief that CMC should continue as an integral part of 
the World Council of Churches. However, to allow more flexibility and relief from 
burdensome administrative procedures, it recommended CMC become a "sponsored agen- 


cy" related to one of the WCC commissions. 


The Kimbanguist Church of Zaire and the Evangelical Community for Apostolic Action 

(CEVAA) were made affiliates of the Conference on World Mission and Evangelism. 

And several Roman Catholic communitites doing mission work were granted a consulta- 
tive relationship: Franciscan Fathers, Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, Daughters 

of Wisdom and the Divine Word Missionaries. 


EPS 


USE OF WHITE MISSIONARIES 
IN SOUTH AFRICA QUERIED 


Figueira da Foz, Portugal, February 8 - The South African Council of Churches has 
been asked to study the use of white ex-patriate missionaries in the light of the 


call by the World Council of Churches to stop white immigration to South Africa. 


The request was made yesterday (February 7) by the mission arm of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches holding its annual meeting at the Ecumenical Centre for Reconcilia- 


tion in Figueira da Foz. 


The Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME), which brings together Prot- 
estant and Orthodox mission agencies and councils of churches on six continents, 
asked for an assessment of the effect of such ex-patriates on the communication of 


the Gospel, in view of their privileged position under South African law. 


The CWME also asked Christian churches in South Africa, as well as mission boards 
working there, to examine their policies regarding equal pay for equal work among 
white, coloured and black clergy and other church employees. Where pay is not 


(more) 
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equal, church employers were urged to implement "salary equalization practices" 
immediately. The same problem exists in other countries, it was stated, and the 


South Africa experience challenges church employers elsewhere. 


In 1972 the Central Committee of the WCC asked its member churches in Europe and 
North America to press their governments to stop white immigration to South Afri- 
ca. Today's action enlists the assistance of the South Africa Council of Churches 
in determining whether white missionaries are occupying positions that could be 


filled by black Africans. 


The meeting commended to its member agencies for study the declaration of the re- 
cent Black Renaissance Convention (EPS No. 1). This all-black gathering in Ham- 
manskaal asked governments to "withdraw all cultural, educational, economic, man- 
power and military support to the existing racist government of South Africa and 


all its racist institutions". 


The CWME also reaffirmed a 1970 recommendation urging churches and mission agencies 
sending funds to southern Africa to give priority to projects "likely to promote 
the freedom, dignity and quality of life of black Africans and other oppressed 
groups". They favoured the development of human resources and leadership, e.g. 
scholarships for study both within and outside the countries concerned. Also men- 
tioned were projects to relieve human suffering due to the policies of the regime, 


i.e. detainees, their families, refugees and displaced persons. 


Finally today's resolution expressed gratitude to the WCC general secretariat for 
its efforts to persuade the South African Government to rescind a December 26 or- 
der expropriating the Federal Theological Seminary in Alice. This ecumenical in- 
stitution trains some 150 black, coloured and Indian clergy on behalf of four Prot- 


estant and Anglican Ce Oe erat 


CATHOLIC BISHOPS DEPLORE BANNINGS 


Pretoria (EPS) - Roman Catholic bishops of southern Africa have protested against 
the South African Government's "excessive use of banning, restriction and withdraw- 
al of passports and residential permits", according toa statement issued here 


February 10. 


The unanimous statement, which came at the end of a plenary session of the South 
African Catholic bishops' conference (SACBC), said the protest was supported by 32 
bishops representing South Africa, Swaziland and Botswana. 


The bishops said that "while recognising that countries may at times need security 
measures outside normal procedures, the SACBC wishes to protest against the present 
excessive use of banning, restriction and withdrawal of passports and residence per- 
mits for undeclared reasons which may in many cases be only legitimate differences 


of political attitudes". 
EPS 
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MORATORIUM IS ONE POSSIBLE WAY 

TO MATURE CHURCH RELATIONSHIPS 

Etgueira da Foz, Portugal (EPS) ~ & "radical revision" of traditional patterns of 
mission work is required if churches on all continents are to participate active- 


ly in mission. 


Two possibilities for achieving new patters were affirmed by the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) of the World Council of Churches on the final 


day of its annual meeting here February 7. 


On the one hand, the CWME called for discussions on how missionaries from Asia, 
Africa and Latin America could be sent to Europe and North America. On the other 
hand, it saw a moratorium on the sending of funds and personnel by Western churches 


as "one possible way to create mature relationships of churches in mission". 


After an intensive discussion on the ecumenical sharing of personnel, the CWME a- 
greed: 

- to invite an international team to study the experiences of churches that have 
deliberately decided to initiate a moratorium; 

- to form an international team, when requested to do so by a mission board or a re- 
lated church, to work out how a moratorium might be put into effect; 

— to encourage regional church bodies to assist with the ecumenical sharing of per- 


sonnel within and between regions. 


The whole subject of moratorium, originally broached by the Bangkok Conference on 
Salvation Today in 1973, was given new urgency last year at the Lusaka Assembly of 
the All Africa Conference of Churches. That body termed moratorium one way in which 
African churches could free themselves from dependence on foreign funds and per- 
sonnel, They spoke of "disengagement" from present patterns as a way of encour- 
aging self-reliance and self-identity. The time saved by not having to administer 
the present mission system could be spent in searching for workable alternatives, 


the Assembly said. 


The Figueira da Foz meeting echoed Lusaka's view of a moratorium for mission rather 


than a moratorium on mission. 


It also called on the forthcoming WCC Fifth Assembly at Nairobi to continue the 
discussion on how to achieve mature relationships between churches, particularly 


in the section on "What Unity Requires". 


Another obstacle to the achievement of self-reliance is "cultural imperialism". 


(more) 
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This includes such things as inappropriate technology in church administration 
and theological captivity to Western concepts of the Church, salvation and mar- 


riage. 


The WCC was asked to help churches and mission agencies "tackle" these obstacles 
to selfhood present in many of its member churches. 


EPS 


CWME DIRECTOR REJECTS CRUSADE, 

FAVOURS SHARING AND SERVING 

Figueira da Foz, Portugal (EPS) - Meeting in a country that has become a modern- 
day symbol of the decolonization process, the mission arm of the World Council of 
Churches struggled last week to intensify the decolonization of the mission enter- 


prise. 


Evangelization of the world is not "a crusade to conquer the world", said Dr. Emilio 
Castro, 47-year-old Uruguayan director of the Commission on World Mission and Evan- 
gelism. It is "a sharing of Jesus Christ, showing ourselves to the world, ready to 
serve wherever we are called, in the hope that many will come to the knowledge of 


Christ as Lord and Saviour". 


Dr. Castro was addresssing the 70 representatives of mission agencies and councils 
of churches attending the annual meeting of the Commission February 3-7 at the 


Ecumenical Centre for Reconciliation here. 


In his director's report he assessed developments since the Bangkok Conference on 
Salvation Today (1973). In the perspective of Bangkok and with the inspiration of 
the Lausanne Congress on World Evangelism and the Synod of Roman Catholic Bishops, 


DeeGastro said: 


"We look forward with fear and confidence to the Fifth Assembly of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches next November with its missionary, evangelistic theme: Jesus Christ 


frees and unites". 


The evangelistic problem is not one of techniques, he said, but of "being in mis- 


sion, fully committed to God and to love to our neighbours". 


In this connection he advocated living in dialogue with people of other faiths and 


ideologies, so the Gospel of love is not only heard but understood. 


He cited Indonesia, where the Fifth Assembly was originally scheduled to be held, 
as an illustration of how complicated this can be. Other religious communities 


(more) 
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may feel threatened when Christians share their knowledge of God in Jesus Christ 
with all people, he said. Indonesian Christians may then find that participating 
in the building up of the nation is the best way of expressing their faith. Yet 
they will not feel fully Christian if they surrender the duty and privilege of 
sharing the knowledge of God in Jesus Christ with all their fellow citizens, he 


said. 


Commenting on the Lausanne Congress slogan "Reaching the Unreached", Dr. Castro 
accepted the implied challenge. But he also stressed the need to organize into 


Christian communities. 


"As much importance should be given to the actual shaping of an obedient Christian 
community as to the extension of the Christian Gospel to other people and other na- 
tions", he said. The Christian Church should be a symbol and a vicarious manifes- 


tation "of that reconciliation God wants with all mankind". 


Dr. Castro underscored several other functions of the church. One is to serve as 


"centres of training and discipleship for liberation". 


"The calling of people to come to Jesus Christ is not a calling to come out of the 
world but a sending back into the world in the name of Jesus Christ", he said. The 
Orthodox have reminded us that the church as a worshipping community is where peo- 


ple gain resources for the spiritual struggle. 


Because the local church has a missionary responsibility, there is a "painful and 


serious need" to renew the Church so it can accept that responsibility. 


Dr. Castro saw "the next great task of theological education" that of bridging the 
gap between the ongoing life of the local parish and the vision of the world strug- 


gle in which Christians are to participate. 


The recent WCC-sponsored development consultation, held at Montreux, Switzerland 
in December 1974, called the Church to be with the poor in their struggles for 


liberation. 


Dr. Castro had two comments on this. "We cannot go into this struggle unconscious 


of our being Christians, for this is the source of our commitment to the poor of 


the earth". 


Also he felt it necessary to pose "the evangelistic question" as follows: "Can 
we deprive the poor of the joy of consciously knowing Jesus Christ in a personal 
way?" Jesus is for the poor, is with them. But "how can we struggle for justice 


(more) 
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with the mass of poor people and withhold from them the right to be the Church of 


Jesus Christ on earth?" 


Turning to the role of Western churches as the traditional missionary agencies, 
Dr. Castro recalled Bangkok's message that "Christ is at home everywhere in the 
world". Churches~in Asia, Africa and Latin America now have their own agendas, 
their own priorities. The challenge is to recognize each other as responsible 


participants in God's mission to the world, he said. 


The moratorium discussion, growing out of Bangkok, suggests that Third World chur- 
ches might be ready to send missionaries to Western nations. It also asked Western 
churches to multiply their missionary efficiency in their own countries. 
EPS 

V pRoBLEMs OF GUEST WORKERS, MIGRANTS 
SET STAGE FOR TOMORROW'S WORLD 
Geneva (EPS) - The age of "guest" workers in Europe and migrants in North America, 
replacing the age of the wartime refugee, has provided a glimpse of what the world 
will be like tomorrow. A future-oriented policy should be developed by the chur- 
ches to help the world face the realities of a globe-wide mixing of population. 
The churches are in a unique position to stimulate concrete projects in specific 
situations and must become a catalyst to bring the people of each nation to a reali- 


sation of mutual responsibilities. 


This was the gist of discussions held by six people representing five continents 
sitting as the executive committee of the newly formed Migration Advisory Group 
of the World Council of Churches' Programme Unit on Justice and Service in late 


January. 


What they said in effect was that the WCC must call on its member churches to pool 
resources and experience in dealing with a little-realized phenomenon that may as-— 
sume world-wide dimensions. The future will likely see a shifting of populations, 
mixing globe-wide, which knows no precedent except that of the people in need, the 
refugee, the foot-loose, stranded student, political exile, and persons displaced 


by natural or man-made disasters. 


It becomes more difficult to arrive at a uniform definition of the word ‘migrant’. 
Ever more men and women move, in response to a combination of economic and politi- 
cal pressures, to work and live in an alien environment. Having cared for refu- 
gees and other migrants in the last 30 years, the churches are equipped to mobilize 


(more) 
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international and world concern for not only those who leave a community or coun- 
try but even more so for those left behind who are often poorer and more helpless 


as a result. 


The committee urged further work by the churches to bring about a "world vision" 


of the global problem of shifting populations. 


The committee's concern with migration rests on four factors, which a final state- 
ment spelled out as: 


"1. Many migrants are amongst the poorest, most exploited, powerless people to be 
found in the world and as such have an immediate claim upon the Christian conscience. 


"2. God's concern throughout the biblical tradition, for the stranger, the outsider 
coming within the gates of the secure and the privileged and His insistence upon 
His people not only accepting this stranger-neighbour as a brother or sister but 
also themselves becoming, in solidarity, a migrant-outsider people. 


"3. Our increasing awareness and understanding of the fact that the accumulated 
wealth in the rich countries belongs not only to those countries but also to those 
"foreign lands' whose people helped, as migrants, to produce it. This fact is ex- 
acerbated in many instances by the evidence that the process of migration has ac- 
tually impoverished the sending areas. 


"4, Our increasing understanding and awareness of the Church's calling not only to 
symbolise the unity of mankind (to be 'the ikon of what humanity will become’... 
Georges Khodre) but also to struggle for that world-wide solidarity and interdepen- 
dence of mankind to which the movement across national and other boundaries and the 
growth together of migrants in a community of suffering, points so clearly." 


These considerations, the statement declared, arise from the migrant world which is 
reflected "in the faces of the Bolivian cane-cutter in the sugar plantations of the 
Argentine; the Mexican, Filipino, the Arab farm-worker of California; the Algerian 
construction worker building the new France for other men's children; the Muslim 
assembly-line worker in Germany thrown out of his job and sent back to Turkey with 

no funds to tide him through a period of unemployment; the Hungarian waiter in a 
Yugoslav tourist hotel; the Polish labourer harvesting crops in the German Democratic 
Republic; the long-established Haute Volta cocoa planter expelled abruptly from Ghana; 
the sixth generation Chinese immigrant in Indonesia now regarded as stateless; the in- 
dividual caught up in the huge wave of humanity washed across the Indian sub-conti- 
nent by the tide of history; the Mozambique mine-worker in South Africa toiling two 
miles below the surface of a land that is not his own; the Xhosa man struggling to 
maintain his integrity in compounds of a township whose male/female ratio is more 
than ten to one, or the Basuto mother trying to eke out a living from the soil which 
cannot be properly cared for by men not there; all these cry aloud for justice. 


"In examining the nature of this migration, and in seeking to uncover its causes, we 
realise that it is inextricably linked with such issues as development, urbanization, 
racism, xenophobia, international relations, commodity price determination and a 

host of others. Thus we would not plead for the churches to focus only on migration, 
but we would insist that migration is too big and too serious a phenomenon to be ig- 


nored," 
EPS 
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20% OF NAIROBI DELEGATES WILL BE 

WOMEN, FIRST TABULATION SHOWS 

Geneva (EPS) - Almost all the delegates to the Fifth Assembly of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches have been named by the 271 member churches, and on the basis of 
figures now in hand it looks as though 20% will be women and 10% will be under 
the age of 30. At the last assembly in 1968 9% of the delegates were women and 


4% were under 35. 


A preliminary check of the names received in Geneva reveals that 80% will be at- 


tending their first WCC assembly. 


As the result of an action taken by the Central Committee in 1971, the churches 
were asked to appoint the first 85% of the delegates with the remainder to be se- 
lected from additional names suggested by the churches. This was to achieve a 
better balance with regard to clergy/lay people, men/women, youth/older people, 


confessional and geographical representation. 


The Fifth Assembly opens 23rd November in Nairobi, Kenya and continues through 


10th December. 


In addition to the more than 700 delegates, approximately 120 advisers will be in- 
vited, including at least 10 Roman Catholics and a similar number of conservative 
evangelicals. The final selection of both delegates and advisers will be made by 


the WCC Executive Committee, which meets in Geneva 14-18 April. 


Applications have now been received from 126 journalists and broadcasters. Accred- 
itation forms have been distributed by WCC headquarters in Geneva and New York. 


Kenyan press are being contacted by the National Christian Council of Kenya. 


Chairing the local inter-church arrangements committee in Nairobi is Bishop Lawi 
Imathiu, head of the Methodist Church of Kenya and chairman of the NCCK. This 
group has reserved 2,300 beds in various hotels and is investigating the possibili- 


ty of additional beds in non-commercial institutions. 


Preparatory Materials Ready 


The pre-Assembly Preparatory Booklet entitled "Jesus Christ Frees and Unites" is 
now available in 19 languages, including Indian English, British English, American 
English and Australian English. Additional versions are promised in 15 languages, 
with a possibility of five others. They are available from national councils of 


churches and WCC. 


The booklet contains basic material about the assembly plus Bible studies on the 


(more) 
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theme and an introduction to the six sections which constitute the framework for 


discussing the implications of the theme for today's world. 


Materials on the six sections are available now in "dossiers" published in English, 
French and German with Spanish and Portuguese versions due soon. Dossiers of all 
six sections are available in one package for SwF 18, or at SwF 4 for a single sec- 
tion. The section topics are as follows: Confessing Christ Today; What Unity Re- 
quires; Seeking Community - the common search of people of various faiths, cul- 
tures and ideologies; Education for Liberation and Community; Structures of Injus- 
tice and Struggles for Liberation; and Human Development - the ambiguities of power, 


technology and quality of life. 


Magazines published by the World Council of Churches have also scheduled special 


issues on the assembly between now and November. 


ONE WORLD, the new WCC monthly, plans comprehensive coverage of the section topics 
to aid discussion in the churches. Among those who will be writing during the 
course of the year are Bishop Mortimer Arias (Bolivia), Dr. Kosuke Koyama (Japan), 
Dr. Jose Miguez-Bonino (Argentina), Miss Christian Howard (UK), Dr. Paulo Freire 
(Brazil), Ms Christa Grengell (GDR), Prof. Nikos Nissiotis (Greece) and Dr. Mar- 
garet Mead (US). 


RISK, the avant garde renewal magazine, will devote its April issue to worship 
material to be used at the assembly. Priced at SwF 4, the issue will have lita- 


nies, hymns and a Eucharistic service plus paintings from around the world. 


ECUMENICAL REVIEW has already featured assembly material in its issue of July 1974 


and a second issue is planned for July 1975. 


The Radio/TV section is preparing two 45-minute cassettes in French and English . 
containing material on each of the six sections (approximately 13 minutes on each). 
It has already produced a cassette on dialogue (Section III) using tapes of last 
year's Sri Lanka Consultation on "The Search for World Community - Resources and 
Responsibilities for Living Together". It is available for SwF 10 plus postage. 


EPS 


NEW PRESIDENT OF WORLD YMCA 


Geneva (EPS) - An Indian businessman, Mr. K.M. Philip, has been elected president 
of the World Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations. A member of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church and president of the Indian YMCA, Mr. Philip had been serving as a 
vice-president of the world organisation since 1973. He succeeds the late Hon. En- 
dalkachew Makonnen, Ex-Premier of Ethiopia who was among 60 persons executed on No- 
vember 23, 1974. 

EPS 


No. 6 - 20th February 1975 - 


PHILIPPINES CLERGY SOUND WARNING 

ON EVE OF FEBRUARY 27 REFERENDUM 

Manila, Philippines (EPS) - Protestant and Roman Catholic church leaders in the 
Philippines have proposed the lifting of martial law before the proposed February 
27 referendum in order that the people may freely express their views, know the 
views of others and discuss them by all lawful means. Otherwise the twice-post- 
poned referendum "will suffer from the same infirmities and defects that tainted 


the January 1973 'consultation with the people’ and the July 1973 "referendum'"'. 


A "Manifesto on the Referendum", issued December 17, 1974 but never published by 
the Philippines mass media, has now reached Geneva. It is signed by an ecumenical 
group of Protestant and Catholic clergy and lay people led by former Senator Jovi- 
to R. Salonga. Also in the list are the Rev. LaVerne Mercado and the Rev. George 
F. Castro, general secretary and chairman respectively of the National Council of 


Churches. 


In addition to calling for the lifting of martial law, the manifesto asks for "free 
and untrammeled public discussion of the issues involved at least 60 days before 
the referendum", a non-partisan body of three persons to supervise the voting and 


no army interference with the conduct of the referendum. 


Stated purpose of the referendum is to see whether the people are satisfied with 
martial law and want it to remain in force. However, it is widely viewed as a vote 


of confidence for President Ferdinand E. Marcos. 


The Roman Catholic Bishops Conference in a statement issued January 31 pleaded with 
the President to suspend the penalties imposed on those who fail to vote, in order 
to make this "truly a free consultation with the people". Repeating the safeguards 
mentioned in the earlier manifesto, the bishops acknowledge that "some of our 
faithful, including members of religious groups, have deepseated conscientious ob- 
jections to the referendum; they are sincerely convinced that under martial law 

no referendum can be truly free". Those who follow their conscience to the point 


of being ready to suffer for it, "deserve our respect", said the bishops. 


A group of clergy in Mindanao and Sula came to the conclusion that since basic 
human freedoms were not safeguarded, they were compelled to boycott the referendum. 
"we cannot allow ourselves to participate in another mockery of democracy", they 
said in a statement issued January 9. 


EPS 
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RISKS OF USING NUCLEAR 
ENERGY TO BE DISCUSSED 
Geneva (EPS) - The rising price of oil and the possible exhaustion of fossil fuels 
have led many governments to move towards a more rapid development of nuclear pow- 
er programmes than previously envisaged. What are the ethical and economic impli- 


cations of such a development? 


To answer this question the Church and Society Department of the World Council of 


Churches is planning a forum at Sigtuna, Sweden from 24 to 29 July. 


At this ecumenical forum on "The Risks and Potentialities of the Further Expansion 
of Nuclear Power Programmes", five courses of action will be debated. Criteria 
employed in the assessment will include: world energy needs, the availability of 
other possible sources of energy, the validity of these options for the Third 
World, economic advantages, the real dangers and possible risks, as well as ethi- 


cal and social considerations. 


Presiding will be Prof. H.B.G. Casimir of the Netherlands, president of the Euro- 


pean Physical Society. 


The WCC Central Committee at its 1974 meeting in West Berlin decided that such an 
evaluation should be made after hearing a report from the Bucharest Consultation 
on Science and Technology for Human Development. That gathering in mid-74 had 
urged the WCC to "initiate a study of the major moral, economic, social and scien- 
tific implications of the extension of atomic energy plants world-wide". Results 
of the Sigtuna Forum will go to the WCC's Fifth "Told ig a 


KOREAN CHRISTIANS RELEASED 

IN WAKE OF REFERENDUM 

Seoul, Korea (EPS) - Prominent Korean Christians arrested last year in connection 
with efforts to repeal the "Revitalization" Constitution, have been released from 
prison by President Park Chung Hee. He said he had ordered their release because 
the national referendum on February 12 had "clearly reconfirmed the legitimacy of 
the present constitution". In that vote 73% of those voting supported Mr. Park's 


major policies. 


Among those released were Roman Catholic Bishop Tji of the Diocese of Wonju; Kim Dong 
Gil, dean of theology at Yonsei University in Seoul; and the Rev. Park Hyong-Kyu, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Seoul. Also Korea's best-known poet Kim 
Chi Ha. A spokesman for the government said that 22 members of the People's Revo- 


lutionary Party, including seven condemned to death, would not be released. 
EPS 
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ANGOLAN CHURCHES SEEK WAYS 

TO AID THEIR EMERGING NATION 

Dondi, Bela-Vista, Angola (EPS) - Protestant churches in Central Angola are elated 
over their country's newly gained freedom and eager for long-denied contacts with 


other churches inside and outside the country. 


Holding its first general assembly in 13 years, the Council of Evangelical Churches 
in Central Angola met the first week in February and took a hard look at the con- 
tribution the churches can make to their nation's development. At the same time 
they were aware of the need for Christian unity if the Church is to be an effective 


force for progress. 


The 10 churches making up the council are products of the missionary efforts of 
the United Church of Christ (USA) and the United Church of Canada. A number of 
liberation movement leaders were educated in mission schools. However, in recent 
years the number of missionaries has been declining and the churches were hard- 


pressed to continue all the projects begun by the missionaries. 


At the recent general assembly an assessment of the present church situation pin- 
pointed several priorities. These included training Angolanms to give active, vital 
leadership to the Church, initiating projects that will get the churches moving, 
contacting other parts of their country and their African neighbours, and creating 
a stronger common platform among the churches. Since a large proportion of the 


nation's population is under 15, youth work is an immediate necessity. 


"Angolan churches are Bible-centred", said the Rev. Jose Chipenda of the World 
Council of Churches staff on his return from the general assembly. ''Because of 
this, they are not deeply divided theologically. What is needed now is for them 
to begin to act together in response to the needs of the country, from which may 


emerge a strong basis for a united church". 


Before going to Dondi Mr. Chipenda visited Baptist Pastor Joao Matwawana at San 
Salvador. Recently returned home after 14 years as a refugee in Zaire, Mr. Matwa- 
wana found his church in ruins. The town's 5,000 residents had been kept virtual 
prisoners by the Portuguese, subject to a constant stream of propaganda and con- 


ditioned to see themselves as less than men. Now they cannot believe freedom has 
come. 
With the departure of the Portuguese they are bereft of employment, without one cul- 


tivated field or any other means of subsistence. Their pastor told Chipenda the 


(more) 
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first duty of the Church is to work with the new government to start a vast agri- 
culture programme to ensure their survival and that of the hundreds of refugees 
who will soon be returning. 


EPS 


CHURCH UNION SETBACKS IN CANADA, 

SCOTLAND; US PRESBYTERIANS PROCEED 

Toronto, Canada (EPS) - Every member of the Anglican Church of Canada will be polled 
on whether to continue union negotiations with the United Church of Canada and 


the Canadian branch of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 


This unusual step was ordered by the church's National Executive Council a few 


days after the House of Bishops had rejected the proposed plan of union. 


Union negotiations between Anglicans and the United Church have taken place peri- 


odically since 1943. Disciples entered the conversations in 1969, 


Meanwhile in Scotland conversations have been suspended between the Church of Scot- 
land and the Episcopal Church in Scotland. Eight years of conversation have pro- 
duced considerable results, it was stated, but the outcome is less than expected. 


Thus the decision to disengage for the time being. 


A multilateral conversation in Scotland continues among the Church of Scotland, 
United Free Church, Congregational Union, Episcopal, Methodist and Churches of 


Ghrist. 


In the USA, the congregations of the nation's two largest Presbyterian churches are 
studying a draft plan for union which, if approved, would create a new denomina- 
tion of some 3.7 million members. The plan has been sent to local churches of the 
United Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church US (Southern) by the joint 


committee on Presbyterian union. 


Recommendations for changes are to be sent in by December 1, after which the plan 


will be revised for presentation to general assemblies of both churches in 1976. 
EPS 


MISSIONARIES EXPELLED BY CHAD 


Stockholm (EPS) - The Republic of Chad has expelled nine Swedish missionaries, ac- 
cording to an announcement February 6 by the Swedish Foreign Aid Society of the Pen- 
tecostal Mission. The nine had been kept under house arrest for a week last Novem- 
ber and then released. Chad's Christian minority has been under severe pressure 
since August 1973 when President Ngarta Tombalbaye launched his "cultural revolu- 
tion". Sources in both Africa and the USA recently reported that reprisals continue 
against Protestants who oppose the initiation rites called "Yondo". 

EPS 
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DR. VAN DUSEN, LEADING 
WCC ARCHITECT, DIES 
New York (EPS) - Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, one of the most influential figures in 


the early days of the ecumenical movement, died here February 14 at the age of 77. 


For many years chairman of the commission that oversaw the work of the Study De- 
partment of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Van Dusen led the international 

team that prepared the material for discussion at the First WCC Assembly in 1948. 
He chaired the assembly sessions at which the reports of various sections were pre- 


sented for adoption. 


In the period between the Evanston Assembly (1954) and the New Delhi Assembly (1961), 
he chaired the Joint Committee of the WCC and the International Missionary Council 


which drew up a plan to integrate these two organisations. 


Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and ordained to the Presbyterian ministry, Dr. 
Van Dusen devoted most of his life to Union Theological Seminary in New York as 
instructor, dean of students, professor of systematic theology and president from 
1945 until retirement in 1963. A prolific writer, he produced a number of books 
on such subjects as world Christianity, missions and the history and significance 
of the ecumenical movement. 


EPS 


ZAIRE CHURCH VOTES DETRIBALIZATION 


Kinshasa, Zaire (EPS) - The course of the Church of Christ in Zaire (CCZ) was set 
for the next two years by the time the National Synod completed its third session 


here 9 February. 


More than 150 delegates and observers representing the 53 member bodies voted to 
detribalize the urban parishes and redirect parish work to improve the living 
standard of their pastors. In addition the churches must struggle against observ- 
ing the letter rather than the spirit of the law and intensify the fight against 
poverty, it was said. 

A desire for increased participation of Zairois women at various levels of the 
church's life was expressed. And the synod decided to permit them to attend all 
sessions with the power to vote. 

Because of the government's decision that Christmas would no longer be a public 
holiday, the synod designated the night of 24 December as the time for religious 


observance. 
(more) 
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The Theological Commission of the CCZ will be strengthened to deal with the grow- 
ing number of theological questions which seem to have relevance for the nation's 


life. 


The Rev. Itofo Bokeleale was re-elected CCZ president and the Rev. Makanzu Mavumilu- 
sa was re-named general secretary of the Evangelism Department. New secretary for 


the reconstituted Christian Education Department is Mr. Katanga Tshitenge. 
EPS 


VINS APPEALS SENTENCE TO SUPREME 

COURTS OF UKRAINE AND USSR 

' Geneva (EPS) - Baptist minister Georgij P. Vins has lodged an appeal with the Su- 
preme Court of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic against his trial January 

27-31 in Kiev at which he received the maximum possible sentence of five years in 


prison to be followed by five years exile. 


Outcome of the action will determine whether Mr. Vins will later refer his case 
also to the Supreme Court of the Soviet Union. Reports about the trial has just 
reached the World Council of Churches. The WCC had intervened on behalf of Mr. 
Vins with the Soviet authorities. Mr. Vins is one of the leaders of a Baptist 
group which separated in 1965 from the officially recognized All Union Council of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists of the USSR in opposition to state supervision of 


religious activities. 


Reports received reveal that Norwegian Judge Alf Haerem, chosen by Mr. Vins as 

his defense counsel, was barred from the trial. Also banished from the courtroom 
was his mother, Lydia Vins, when she attempted to submit a written statement. Part 
of the evidence was a sermon Mr. Vins delivered at a wedding in 1969 which was al- 
leged to contain anti-Soviet remarks. A court-ordered analysis of the sermon's 
tape found no such remarks but was disallowed. A second analysis, proposed by the 


judge, was then ordered. 


According to the information, none of the witnesses requested by Mr. Vins was al- 
lowed in court, including the bride. In his final remarks at the trial, Mr. Vins 
said that since Judge Alf Haerem had not been permitted to defend him, "the Lord 
took over my defense in this court case''. He ended his statement by saying: ''The 
last word in this case is that of my Lord, who said of himself: 'I am the Alpha 
tt 


and Omega. 
EPS 
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' SECOND INSPECTION OF CYPRUS CHURCHES, MOSQUES 


Nicosia, Cyprus (EPS) - Religious and political leaders on both sides of Cyprus 
are concerned that unconfirmed rumours of damage and destruction of churches and 
mosques continue to circulate throughout the island. They deplored these inflam- 
matory appeals to religious emotions in talking with Dr. John B. Taylor of the 


World Council of Churches staff on his second visit to the island 10 days ago. 


Following up guarantees given in December (EPS No. 35, 1974), Greek authorities 
have arranged for the Mufti of Cyprus, Dr. Rifat Mustafa Rifat, to visit any wor- 


ship place in the south where there is a cause for concern. 


On his recent visit Dr. Taylor was personally able to put an end to rumours that 
the Tatlisu mosque at Mari in the south of Cyprus had been severely damaged in re- 


cent weeks. He found the building untouched and regular services in progress. 


Similarly with the permission of Turkish authorities, Dr. Taylor and the Rev. Peter 
Cowen of the Middle East Council of Churches Service Department were able to in- 
spect churches in the north including the Church of the Saviour at Akanthou and 

the Monastery of St. Barnabas near Famagusta. Both were untouched. At the latter 
the elderly monks were visited regularly and assisted by the Red Cross. Churches 
at Lefkoniko and Lemnia, whose interiors were damaged, are now kept locked. How- 


ever, the church at Vatili was apparently still left unlocked. 


Dr. Taylor was also able to refute recent press reports that the famous church of 
Aheropiitou at Lambousa had been demolished. He also saw the important ikon col- 
lection and ikon workshop at Tremethousha. The local Turkish Army commander agreed 
this was a "heritage for humanity" and he was willing to accept and follow expert 


advice about the proper preservation of the priceless ikons there. 


Authorities on both sides expressed the hope that a group could soon be formed in- 
cluding members of both Christian and Muslim communities to meet regularly to fol- 
low up complaints, compare inventories of precious items that need safeguarding 
and ensure that respect is accorded to all places of worship. The inspection team 
also urged that false rumours and emotional propaganda should be avoided as a con- 
tribution to long-term hopes for peace on the island. 


EPS 
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN 

AFRICAN CONTEXT ANALYZED 

Khartoum, Sudan (EPS) - The first church-sponsored consultation on violations of 
human rights in the independent countries of black Africa took place here 16th to 
22nd February. Instead of pointing a finger at others, the 30 participants from 
Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Roman Catholic traditions called on the Church 
to adopt a self-critical attitude and "to reject the individualistic spiritualism 
which causes so much apathy to the violations which threaten to destroy our socie- 


ties altogether". 


The consultation was sponsored jointly by the All Africa Conference of Churches and 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Chur- 
ches. President Gaafar al-Nimeiry of the Sudan addressed the meeting and the Sudan 


Council of Churches were hosts. 


The workgroup on "Factors Responsible for the Violation of Human Rights in Africa" 
drew up a lucid report analyzing how traditional African societies have changed. In 
former centralized governments based on tribal or ethnic group structures, the "king's' 
power was checked by the elders, the repositories of wisdom and tradition.’ If the 
leader became mad or corrupt or unfaithful, he was removed. There was little room 


for dictatorship or absolutist power, the report said. 


Religion held the society together. From it were derived authority, loyalty, unity, 


values and social stability. It fostered a spirit of community and mutual aid. 


Missionaries opened the door to modern development through the introduction of educa- 
tion. However, Western education produced a new African elite alienated from the mass- 


es. And the alienation from traditional religion contributed to social instability. 


Basically the leadership class today is insecure, said the report, and this contri- 


butes to human rights violations. 


"The concentration of power and prestige in government has made it the goal of many 
aspiring people, a prize to be captured. Gone, most often, is the sense of service 
which should come with public office", said the report. People tend to do everything 
to maximize their terms in office. The right of the people to participate in taking 


decisions which affect them has often vanished. 


"Tn the worst of situations this tenacity to retain power has caused leaders to go to 
extremes. Dissent is generally labelled ‘subversive’ and is seen to come from "for- 
eign influences'....Terror, in some countries, has been resorted to in order to compel 


submission. Arbitrary arrests and detentions, torture, the disappearance of opposi- 


(more) 
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tion leaders and other citizens is justified in the name of what is usually a con- 


trived threat to the security of the state. 


Nor is the Church immune from the individualism "which threatens to invade all in- 


stitutions". 


The consultation called for a search for an African personality and "especially a 
recovery of our own political, economic and cultural styles and applying them to 
the task of development"'. Specifically it urged "a redistribution of power, resour- 


ces and wealth, both among the nations and within our own nations". 


Churches' Task 

The workgroup on "The Task of the Churches" said: Christianity with its conviction 
that all human beings are equal and its ultimate aim the unity of humanity had a u- 
nique contribution to make to Africa. However, the churches that emerged from the 
missionary movement have been preoccupied with the maintenance of the Church as in- 
stitution. They also developed an "individualistic, peitistic approach to life which 
contributed to the weakening of the traditional African spirit of community. As our 


nations became independent this theology proved itself empty," the report stated. 


"Our task today is to find a theology which shows how Jesus Christ makes himself 
present in history and in society. The Church must learn how to give guidelines for 


a society whose development should be based more on equality than on quantity". 


"The entire teaching ministry of the churches - from literacy programmes to theologi- 
cal education - should place emphasis on human rights", said the consultation. It 
also called for a Human Rights Commission for Africa and an Association of African 
Lawyers along the lines of the International Commission of Jurists. A strongly worded 
section on the human rights of women asked the churches to work for equal pay for 
equal work, the updating of laws affecting dowry and inheritance, and opening leader- 


ship roles at every level in the churches' structures. 


A statement on detente with South Africa urged African nations to demand "the com- 


plete elimination of apartheid as a pre-condition to any detente”. 


Participants were grieved by the continuing conflict in neighbouring Ethiopia and 


distressed that offers by the Sudan to mediate had not been accepted. 


Recommending the churches become actively involved in promoting human rights through- 
out Africa through awareness-building and support for those whose rights are abused, 
the consultation commended the Christian Council of Lesotho for providing legal as- 


sistance to those on trial there. 
EPS 
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TWO BISHOPS WIN APPEAL ON FLOGGINGS 


Bloemfontein, South Africa (EPS) - Ovambo tribal authorities are prohibited from 
detaining and punishing any person on suspicion of being a member of the South- 
west Africa People's Organisation (SWAPO) or the Democratic Cooperative Develop- 


ment Party (DEMKOP). 


The four-judge appeals court handed down this ruling in a case brought by Bishop 
Richard Wood, suffragan bishop of Damaraland (Anglican), and Bishop Leonard Aula, 


head of the Ovambo-kavango Lutheran Church. 


In his petition to the appellate division, Bishop Wood said evidence showed that 
victims of public floggings had been punished without trial. No charges were 

laid and none of the victims was allowed to call evidence in his defence. It ap- 
peared, said the bishop, that most people were told they had to be flogged because 
they were members of SWAPO, even though the organisation is still legal. The 
bishop submitted affidavits to prove that the systematic floggings of "unprece- 


dented brutality" constituted a danger to the health and lives of the victims. 


Ovamboland is one of several tribal homelands in Namibia (South-West Africa). 
The United Nations Security Council last month adopted a resolution asking South 
Africa to begin withdrawing from Namibia and to seek UN assistance in transferring 


power to the Namibians. 
EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN SEMINARY TO MOVE 


Alice, South Africa (EPS) - The staff and students of the Federal Theological Semi- 
nary will leave Alice (Cape Province) the middle of March and move temporarily to 
Umtata in the Transkei. The school's board of governors made this decision on 12th 


February following pressure from the government. 


Efforts to persuade the Minister for Bantu Affairs to reverse the order expropri- 
ating the seminary failed. The reason given for the action was that Fort Hare Uni- 
versity needed the land for expansion. On 10th February the university rector in- 
formed the seminary that two of its four buildings must be handed over on 17th 
February. His letter said that if the seminary took any action judged to be pro- 


vocative, it would be closed at once. 


As of mid-March the seminary's 20 professors and 112 students will move 300 km. 
northeast to the campus of the Anglican theological college, which is near the lay 
training centre of the Methodist Church. A decision about a permanent location will 


be taken later. The academic year begins 14th February. 
EPS 
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KOREAN CHURCH WOMEN ASK PROBE 

OF TORTURE ALLEGATIONS 

Seoul, Korea (EPS) - Korean Church Women United has asked Amnesty International 
to send a team of observers from London to investigate allegations that scores 

of political prisoners were tortured by the South Korean Central Intelligence 
Agency. A similar request has gone. to the UN Human Rights Commission, according 
to Prof. Lee Oo Chung, president of the important Protestant church women's asso- 


ciation. 


Mr. Na Byung Shik, a member of the Korean Student Christian Federation recently 
released from prison, told The Times of London that he had been subjected to beat- 
ings, electric shock treatment and no sleep for days. "They would gag me, hang me 
upside down and pour water down my nostrils" in an effort to force a confession. 
Mr. Na was arrested on April 6, 1974 and sentenced to death but the sentence-was 
commuted to life imprisonment. He was among those released following the February 


12 referendum. 


Miss Lee, professor of Christian ethics at Seoul University women's college, said 
she had been questioned three times by the CIA. "They did not torture me or other 
people who are well known", she said, "but the experiences of students and other 
prisoners who do nae enjoy any status were terrible. Mr. Chung Sang Bok, secretary 
of the Korean SCF, still has scars on his fingers and his ear drums were broken by 


constant beatings, Miss Lee said. 


Protests against the Park regime resumed at a Protestant prayer meeting February 
20. A banner prominently displayed read, "0 Lord, please abolish the Yushin Con- 
stitution". Kim Kwan Suk, general secretary of the National Council of Churches, 
said: "What we hope for is a method for a peaceful change of government in which 


the people have a say". 
EPS 


US CHURCHMEN SEE PRESIDENT FORD 


New York (EPS) - For the first time in 10 years the top officials of the National 
Council of Churches (USA) were invited to confer with President Gerald Ford at the 
White House. The invitation came to NCC President W. Sterling Cary and General 
Secretary Claire Randall. During the hour-long discussion the church leaders ques- 
tioned the President on the problems of farm workers, on how his policy on food 
stamps and their rising cost affect the poor, and on human rights in countries sup- 
ported by US aid. In the NCC delegation was the Rev. Charles Long Jr., executive 
secretary of the US Conference for the World Council of Churches. 


EPS 
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ORIGIN OF CHILEAN PROTESTANT 

STATEMENT DISCLOSED 

Lima, Peru (EPS) - A declaration of support for the ruling military junta in Chile 

signed by 32 Protestant church leaders and published in the Santiago daily El Mer- 

curio on December 19 was prepared with the assistance of the junta's general secre- 


tariat, according to Protestant sources. 


Mr. Pedro Puentes, moderator of the "Independent Presbyterian Church", works in the 
press section of the general secretariat. Armed with the latter credentials, he 
visited church leaders with the text of the statement~and indicated the government 


would be displeased if they did not sign. 


Puentes' office also organized the reception at which 31 bishops, moderators and 
superintendents were received by Junta President Gen. Augusto Pinochet at the Die- 
go Portales Government Building in Santiago. From there the whole group went to 
the main assembly hall where the general was cheered by some 2,500 Protestants who 
had gathered to express solidarity with the junta. The statement (EPS No. 2) was 
thereupon read to the general by the Rev. Ricardo Ramirez, supervisor of the Church 


of God. 


The Protestant statement showed a striking resemblance to advertisements the junta 
has been placing in newspapers in Europe and the USA seeking to rebut reports of 
human rights violations in Chile released by the UN, the International Commission 


of Jurists and Amnesty International. 


The Chilean churches have been divided in their attitude toward the government since 
the September 1973 take-over by the military junta. More than three-fourths of 
Chile's Protestants are Pentecostals who traditionally are more inclined to empha- 
size religious liberty than economic or social issues. Recognizing this, General 
Pinochet repeatedly emphasized the importance of religious liberty in his reply to 
the Protestant representatives. Coupled with this has been a willingness by Pente- 
costals to overlook the violation of human rights if it is done to suppress "sub- 


version", "maintain order" or "stop communism". 


Lutheran Bishop Helmut Frenz took strong exception to the Protestant statement and 
dissociated himself from it. He has been a leader in the ecumenical Committee for 
Cooperation for Peace in Chile, which has channelled aid from churches to refugees 
and political prisoners. WCC General Secretary Philip A. Potter urged a "critical 
dialogue" among Chilean Christians, but this will be difficult in an atmosphere 


heavy with repression. 
EPS 
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MARGINAL EXISTENCE NO DETERRENT TO 

VITALITY IN AFRICA CHURCHES - WEBB 

Geneva (EPS) - The vitality she found in the churches of Africa despite the stark- 
ness of marginal existence has convinced the head of the World Council of Churches' 
aid agency that greater determination must be brought to bear on enabling them to 


help themselves to improve their lives and communities. 


Muriel Webb, director of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Ser- 
vice (CICARWS), said the "starkness and marginal existence of the people in vil- 
lages and cities was constantly with me" on her fact-finding trip to Congo, Came- 


roun and Ghana in February. 


The vitality of the churches in the three countries impressed her. "Services of 
worship were filled with people who were eager and interested. They all carried 
their Bibles and followed the text in them; they sang as though their hearts and 


their wills were in their religion", she reported. 


Mrs. Webb met with church leaders in the three countries, visited aid projects and 
spoke at public gatherings. In Douala, Cameroun, where she addressed the women of 
the Evangelical Church, the programme was rounded out by a chorus of 600 voices, 
She told the gatherings of women about WCC plans during International Women's Year 
to raise funds for projects created by women, serving women and managed by women, 
particularly women in poverty. She encouraged them to develop and help others de- 


velop such projects. 


Mrs. Webb, an American Episcopal laywoman, has played an active and distinguished 
role in her denomination's mission and service programmes. She assumed the CICARWS 
directorship in Geneva last October. This, her first trip to Africa, was also the 
first visit of a CICARWS head to these African churches in the 27- year history of 


the World Council of Churches. 


Among projects visited by Mrs. Webb was the Volta River agricultural resettlement 
villages in Ghana, which are assisted by the Christian Service Committee of the 
Ghana Christian Council. The plan provides for the creation of 52 villages, each 
housing 2,000 people, and adjoining a water reservoir along the river. The chur- 
ches provide meeting places and educational facilities, work with children and act 


as a community-uniting element. 


Other projects visited by Mrs. Webb included the relocation of a theological school 


in Congo, urban industrial missions in Ghana and community development schemes of 


(more) 
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Evangelical and Baptist churches in Cameroun. She made the trip with Frederic 
Randriamamonjy, CICARWS secretary for Africa responsible for church-related pro- 


jects in West Central and Southern Africa. 
EPS 


CICARWS PREPARES STAPLE FOODS, 

MEDICINES FOR CAPE VERDE 

Geneva (EPS) - Within three weeks of its emergency appeal for immediate aid to 

the drought-stricken Cape Verde Islands, the World Council of Churches' aid agency 
is preparing shipments of rice, sugar, milk powder and medical supplies to the 


islands. 


The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service has purchased and is 
in the process of shipping from Dakar, Senegal, 40 tons of rice and 20 tons of sug- 
ar. The shipment of 30 tons of milk powder, made available at half price ($530 


per ton) by the European Economic Community, is now being negotiated. 


Medical supplies being purchased consist of antibiotics, penicillin, aspirin and 


drugs for combatting skin diseases. 


Helmut Reuschle, CICARWS material aid officer who just returned from Cape Verde, 
reports the islands' population dangerously close to starvation. He saw empty or 
practically empty market stalls, some basic foods being unavailable, almost no 
livestock and arid fields impossible to till. CICARWS will follow up emergency 


shipments of food by studying the feasibility of long-term assistance. 
EPS 


COMMUNIST PAPER WARNS; 
CHURCHES CONVERTING YOUTH 


Moscow (EPS) - The Central Armenian Communist party newspaper has called for a de- 


cisive struggle against religion and the Church. 


A recent edition of the paper Kommunist singled out more than 30 allegedly unregis- 


tered sects in the Caucasian republic. 


A lengthy article headed "Poisoners of the Soul" attacked illegal activities by 
Pentecostalists and Shakers - both revivalist groups banned by Soviet law - and said 


their preachers were having some success converting young people. 


Kommunist said: "The struggle against religion and the Church is the struggle for 
man. No, we must not come to terms with religious prejudice. We must fight it 


passionately, decisively." 
EPS 


No. 7 - 27th February 1975 9 


GENEVA ON ROAD TO ROME, 

JOINT WORKING GROUP SAYS 

Geneva (EPS) - Groups of Roman Catholic priests, laity, professors and students 
have been visiting the Ecumenical Centre here in increasing numbers since the turn 
of the year. In talks with officials of the World Council of Churches they have 
commented on the close relation between the announced theme of Holy Year, "Renewal 
and Reconciliation", and the WCC's Fifth Assembly theme, "Jesus Christ Frees and 


Unites’; 


This trend was mentioned in discussions of the Joint Working Group between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the WCC. That led to the suggestion that pilgrimages 
during Holy Year can become more meaningful if Roman Catholics include a visit to 


the World Council of Churches. 


Although none of the WCC member churches can accept the emphasis put on Rome or 
the teaching on indulgences, it is hoped that this Holy Year will be a time for 
expressing commitment to the ecumenical movement which during the past 10 years 


has opened all churches to one another. 


One member of the Joint Working Group is Mgr. Charles Moeller, secretary of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, who is serving as chairman of 


the sub-committee on ecumenical preparations for Holy Year. 
EPS 


FATHER KUNG ADMONISHED BY VATICAN 


Rome (EPS) - A five-year investigation by the Vatican of the Rev. Hans Kung, a 
Swiss theologian who teaches at a West German university, has concluded that his 
views on papal infallibility conflict with Roman Catholic doctrine. He has been 
admonished not to teach his controversial views, but no further disciplinary mea- 


sure was announced. 


The declaration on Father Kung was issued by the Sacred Congregation for the Doc- 


trine of the Faith, reportedly with the approval of Pope Paul VI. 


The proceedings against the Swiss theologian, who served as an expert at the Sec- 
ond Vatican Council, were prompted by two of his books, "The Church" and "Infalli- 


ble? An Inquiry". 


Father Kung, who is professor of dogmatic and ecumenical theology at the universi- 
ty in Tubingen, said the Vatican statement was "a public admission that the secret 


inquisitorial proceedings against me were a failure". 
EPS 
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES HIT S.A. AIRWAYS 


Canberra, Australia (EPS) - The Australian Council of Churches (ACC) has asked the 
government's Minister for Transport, Mr. C.K. Jones, to withdraw South African 
Airways' landing rights in Australia and to seek to establish a Qantas Airways 
route between Australia and East Africa. The action was voted at a general meet- 
ing of the ACC here recently. According to the Rev. Keith Dowding, the airline 
plays a key role in the South African Government's attempt to convince Australi- 
ans that South Africa is a tourist paradise whose black inhabitants are free, pros- 
perous and happy. The council meeting also urged the Australian Government to 
withdraw its two trade commissioners now in South Africa and to cease all economic 


links with that country. 


The general meeting also instructed its executive committee to press the govern- 
ment to establish a fund to compensate Aborigines for the loss of their ancestral 
lands. A similar request to the Federal Ministerial Committee on Aboriginal Af- 
fairs in 1971 failed to achieve results. The ACC voiced support for the Racial 
Discrimination Bill and requested the Attorney General to ensure substantial repre- 
sentation of minority groups on the Community Relations Council to be set up if 


the bill passes. 
EPS 


NAIROBI PROMISES HEATED DEBATES 


Wuppertal, Germany (EPS) - The Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 
Nairobi does not promise to be a "harmonious, reconciling festival'', Mr. Manfred 
Drewes, deputy director of the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Devel- 
opment, told an ecumenical workshop here. In addition to discussing major theo- 
logical questions, those electing to work on the problem of human development (Sec- 
tion VI) will examine the churches' contribution to the prevention of world catas- 
trophe. This means improving the lot of the underprivileged and oppressed. Chris- 
tians from countries that daily experience the hard facts of exploitation will 

come to Nairobi prepared to propose radical solutions they want the churches to 
support. On the other hand, Mr. Drewes said he expected open debates on the er- 


rors that have been made by responsible leaders in the Third World. 
EPS 


E P S Ecumenical 
Press Service 


LES: ‘““OIKOUMENE” GENEVA - TEL. 333400 TELEX 23423 OIK CH - 150 ROUTE DE FERNEY, 1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAD 


No. 8/42nd Year 6th March 1975 


Contents: 


Botswana consultation postponed to permit more careful planning. .. 2 

Place bvogesian Leadér atféstéd. 6s soe tee eee eh 8 we eb ow we OD 

Caribbean Methodist Church accepts first woman candidate for ordina- 
RROMMMMEEE R53 6g 8 es He he 8 CE ER ees ed, he fee w nes ee oD 


Release and departure from Chile of 5,000 political prisoners uncer- 


EAGWeeenee? Coe fe Flee 8 ee 8 RD 8 ge ee Sie te Fae ee ee 
WARC executive committee cancels 1977 world assembly in Scotland .. 5 
NGW CWS execuGiVe GarectuUr GL@CLéGd 4.05 6 «+e 8 eo 8 he ee ew OD 
Primary health needs given highest priority by CMC coordinators. .. 6 
Létaée Ceeces Namibian Operations. bis wna « eure ls Get Sy ermmbers givnd 
Pretoria-centered commonwealth seen aim of South African detente 

Maveslin 24 eron. ,pwdaednsS. bas go. ad PIvOR TI easbeai.iosteda goam, 16/7 


Gradiiate, schod] qreviews Sth Assemblyqeavaey # POP 208 OFS OI, S058 
RC-Protestant statement in New Zealand hailed as breakthrough. ... 8 


Pentecost message from the Presidents of the World Council of Chur- 


ches . e . . e e . ° e ° ° e . . ° . . ° ° ° ° ° . . ° ° . ° ° e . & 


ublished under auspices: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young Women’s 
thristian Association - World Student Christian Federation. 


he aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
novements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


2 No. 8 - 6th March 1975 


BOTSWANA CONSULTATION POSTPONED TO 

PERMIT MORE CAREFUL PLANNING 

Geneva (EPS) - The Consultation on Liberation, Justice and Reconciliation in 
Southern Africa, scheduled to convene March 10-17 in Gaborone, Botswana, has been 
postponed indefinitely, according to information received from the All Africa Con- 


ference of Churches. 


The AACC announced that a new planning committee will meet March 5-8 in Nairobi, 
Kenya, to make more careful preparations, particularly in the areas of orienta- 
tion, structure and financing. The committee will be composed of representatives 


of AACC member churches, associate councils and coopted organizations. 


In view of current developments in Southern Africa "it is essential to the credi- 
bility of the All Africa Council of Churches and its member churches that this 
conference is not regarded as the religious rationale for detente", an AACC state- 


ment on the postponement decision declared. 


The statement pointed out that some Southern Africa churches did not want repre- 
sentatives of liberation ateaaie and of such organizations as the South African 
Students Organization (SASO) to attend "in their own right". This would have in- 
sured "a minimum of confrontation" at the consultation and amount to "a radical 
reversal" of the policy established at the Third AACC Assembly in Lusaka, May 11-24, 
1974, the statement declared. The Assembly, which had called for the consultation, 


placed the African churches completely on the side of liberation movements. 


The AACC noted its apprehension over the "overwhelming enthusiasm" for the consul- 
tation of many church leaders in South Africa and Zimbabwe, some of whom are nor- 
mally hostile to the AACC, and a corresponding interest of the South African press. 
Moreover, the South African churches would have had the largest single delegation 

at the meeting and most of the funds would have come from the South African Council 
of Churches, while grants from Holland and Germany had been paid directly to the 
SACC. By contrast the AACC would have been expected to raise funds only for 25 par- 
ticipants from outside Southern Africa. Mr. John Rees, general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches, had played an important role in preparing the 


original consultation. 


The AACC statement expressed gratitude to the general secretaries of the Christian 
Councils of Botswana, Lesotho, South Africa and Zimbabwe for the time and effort 


they had already given to the conference which has now been postponed. 
EPS 
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BLACK RHODESIAN LEADER ARRESTED 


Salisbury, Rhodesia (EPS) - The Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, 54, a leader in the Afri- 
can National Council (ANC), was arrested here March 4 on charges of plotting to 
assassinate some of his political opponents. A government announcement said a 
special court would be set up to try the American-educated teacher and United 


Church of Christ minister. 


Mr. Sithole was released last December after 10 years in detention. He was one 
of five ANC leaders who conferred last month with South African Foreign Minister 
Hilgard Muller in Zambia. He has been a strong advocate of majority rule for Zim- 


babwe (Rhodesia). 


The government statement announcing Mr. Sithole's arrest said he had been detained 
"to protect the lives of his intended victims and to maintain law and order". The 
statement also said, "Because of the fear of victimisation of witnesses and the 
fact that their safety will be imperiled, it will not be possible to try the Rev. 
Sithole in the high court". A special court will be set up, presided over by Act- 


ing Chief Justice McDonald. 


A statement issued in Lusaka by ZANU (Zimbabwe African National Union) said Mr. 
Sithole's arrest "has not only made impossible the political settlement of the 
Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) issue but will no doubt provoke the people of Zimbabwe to con- 


tinue armed struggle with more determination to the bitter end". 


ZANU officially merged with the African National Council last December along with 


the rival Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU). 
EPS 


CARIBBEAN METHODIST CHURCH ACCEPTS 
FIRST WOMAN CANDIDATE FOR ORDINATION 


Kingston, Jamaica (EPS) - Hyacinth I. Booth, a deaconess, has become the first 
woman candidate for ordination in the Methodist Church of the Carribbean and the 
Americas. Acceptance of Miss Booth was announced by the Rev. Claude Cadogan, 
president of the denomination, at the annual synod meeting here. 


Miss Booth has been a deaconess since 1957. She was approved as a clergy candidate 
under new legislation recently passed by her Church, which includes Jamaica, Hon- 
duras, Guyana, Panama, Costa Rica, Haiti, the Leeward Islands and other West Indian 
islands. 


The Methodist Church of the Caribbean and the Americas has about 136,000 constitu- 
ents, some 50,000 of them in Jamaica. It is autonomous and follows the organiza- 
tional pattern of British Methodism. 

EPS 
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NUMBER OF CHILEAN POLITICAL PRISONERS 

UNCERTAIN; AID GROUP AWAITS LIST 

Geneva (EPS) - The compilation by the Chilean Government of a list of political 
prisoners must: precede efforts of the interreligious Committee of Assistance to 
Refugees in that country to find asylum for them in other countries, according 


to Lutheran Bishop Helmut Frenz of Santiago. 


Bishop Frenz, chairman of the Chilean committee, conferred March 4 and 5 with of- 
ficials of the World Council of Churches and of the Lutheran World Federation in 
Geneva, both of which are supporting his efforts to find refuge for persons de- 


tained for political reasons by the military junta. 


The Chilean Government has indicated its willingness to compile the list and make 
it available, Bishop Frenz said. He noted that estimates vary as to the number of 
persons involved from 2,500 to 6,000. Some international organizations have placed 
the figure as high as 8,000. His committee, he said, has asked unsupervised inter- 


views with the prisoners and that they be given passports to enable them to travel. 


The refugee aid committee, working with the International Red Cross and ICEM (In- 
tergovernmental Committee for European Migration) of the United Nations, has re- 
ceived assurances that a political prisoner prepared to leave the country can be 
released. Three categories of political prisoners have been established, the Lu- 
theran churchman said. They are so-called "preventive" detainees, those serving 
sentences, and those awaiting trial. The committee is particularly interested in 


the second category. 


The committee makes a distinction between those sentenced by a criminal court and 
others who have or are facing a military court under the "state of siege" law pro- 
mulgated last September, which clearly establishes the political nature of their 


detention. 


The German churchman said that last October 100 detained persons were permitted 

to resettle abroad. By the first of February 60 of this group had left Chile and 
by now perhaps 15 more have followed. However, eight persons refused to avail them- 
selves of the opportunity to leave the country because of the severe nature of 
penalties should they later elect to return to Chile. Anyone returning having 

once left under these conditions is liable to face a sentence of up to 20 years 


in jail and in certain cases risks execution. 
EPS 
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WARC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CANCELS 
1977 WORLD ASSEMBLY IN SCOTLAND 


Geneva (EPS) - The centennial assembly of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(Presbyterian and Congregational), scheduled for St. Andrews, Scotland, in 1977 
will not be held. .The executive committee of the world confessional body climaxed 
a week-long meeting at which detailed arrangements for the assembly had been worked 


out and adopted by voting decisively to cancel it. Only one vote opposed the de- 


cision. 


While financial difficulties were among the major reasons for the unprecedented 
step, a statement declared that with the present world economic crisis and the 
continuing sharp division between affluence and poverty, the Alliance had a duty 
to exercise responsible stewardship of its funds. The St. Andrews assembly would 
have cost an estimated SFr 800,000 even after reducing the number of delegates 


from 400 to 200. 


A so-called "augmented executive committee meeting fat 'St SeAndrewsiini2977) ti scbe< 
ing planned. The election of a new executive committee, which would have been the 


task of the assembly, is expected to be done by mail. 


The first assembly of the World Presbyterian Alliance was held in Scotland in Los7. 
The alliance united with the International Congregational Council at the 1970 as- 
sembly in Nairobi to form the present World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Presby- 
terian and Congregational). The decision-making executive committee meeting was 


held at the Cartigny conference center outside Geneva, February 23-28, 
. EPS 


NEW CWS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ELECTED 


Chicago (EPS) - The Rev. Paul McCleary, United Methodist Latin American missions 
executive, has been elected executive director of Church World Service, the major 
US relief agency of Protestant and Orthodox churches. As chief CWS staff officer, 
he becomes also associate secretary of the National Council of Churches" Division 
of Overseas Ministries. A former missionary to Bolivia, and currently assistant 
general secretary for Latin American Affairs of the World Division of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries, Mr. McCleary will assume his new post at the 


end of March. 


His election at the NCC's Governing Board meeting in Chicago on March 5 fills the 


post vacated by James MacCracken last June. 
EPS 
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PRIMARY HEALTH NEEDS GIVEN HIGHEST 

PRIORITY BY CMC COORDINATORS 

Geneva (EPS) - Highest priority should be placed on providing for primary health 
needs, the Africa Coordinators Conference of the Christian Medical Commission 


(CMC) agreed at Mombasa, Kenya, late in February. 


The health workers urged the Commission to implement a seven-point policy which 
would shift the focus from institutions to community needs, reorient health pro- 
fessionals to community health programmes, train a community's own candidates as 
its primary health-care workers, sensitize church and government medical services 
to the necessity of primary health planning, adopt where required government 
health training standards, adjust expenses to locally sustainable income for 
health services, and fonaider training traditional healers and midwives to enable 


them to participate in the primary health-care system. 


To cope with rising costs of operating church-related hospitals, the coordinators 
acknowledged three options: 1) to "refashion" hospitals to come within the scope 
of locally available funds and personnel; 2) partnership with government with the 
latter providing runnning costs, including salaries of national staff which will 
eventually replace expatriate staff; and 3) handing the institution over to the 
government in a phased programme. Until one of these options can be achieved, 
increased support will be needed from overseas societies and church agencies, al- 
though the likelihood of this was not seen to be high. Recent information from 
Nigeria indicates that rapidly rising costs because of government-ordered salary 
increases has already prevailed on some agencies to negotiate government take- 


over of their hospitals. 


Taking a look at their own ranks, the coordinators urged that Africans should be 
recruited and trained (within three years) for their jobs. It was suggested that 


the Commission provide further training as needed. 


Represented at the conference were 16 African countries which have coordinated 


their health care programmes in the private sector. 
EPS 


TEXACO CEASES NAMIBIAN OPERATIONS 


New York (EPS) - Texaco Inc. has joined three other major petroleum firms ceasing 
operations connected with Namibia. The others are Phillips Petroleum and Getty 
Oil. The Continental Oil Co. withdrew from Namibian operations last fall. Ef- 
forts to persuade the firms to end their connections in Namibia were initiated 
about two years ago by a coalition of American church organizations. 

EPS 


No. 8 — 6th March 1975 7 


} PRETORIA-CENTERED COMMONWEALTH SEEN 


AIM OF SOUTH AFRICAN DETENTE MOVES 


Geneva (EPS) - South Africa's move towards detente with its neighbours in south- 
ern Africa is part of a long-term plan to forge a new commonwealth with Pretoria 
at the centre, according to a paper presented to the Programme to Combat Racism 


(PCR) meeting here March 2-6. 


Entitled "Detente or Delusion", the paper was written by three US-based southern 
Africa experts attached to "Africa News" and the Centre for Social Action of the 


United Church of Christ. 


Primary reasons for the move are to attain labour for the South African mines and 


markets for South African products, which cannot be disposed of internally. 


A section headed "Neo-Colonialism Par Excellence" details the extent to which 

eight southern African countries are already dependent on South Africa. In addi- 
tion to providing communications, postal and transport facilities to Botswana, Le- 
sotho and Swaziland, South Africa receives 85% of Rhodesia's exports, and all of 
Namibia's diamonds are purchased by the Central Selling Organization in South Afri- 
ca. About 50% of Mozambique's foreign exchange comes from services it provides 

to South Africa and Rhodesia. In addition the Pretoria government provides develop- 
ment capital, teachers, engineers, technicians, scientists and physicians to its 
neighbours. And the money earned by migrants working in the mines is sent home 


to benefit the countries of origin. 


However, states the paper, Prime Minister Vorster in a speech made soon after his 
much-publicized detente speech, but not nearly so well publicized internationally, 
denied that blacks would ever have a voice in "white South Africa". As Vorster 
himself pointed out, the Bantustan (tribal homelands plan) developed in the 1950's 


remains the cornerstone of South Africa's internal policy. 


While the Bantustan plan is often viewed as a political trick to avoid black par- 
ticipation in government, the authors of "Detente or Delusion" term it "neo-colo- 
nialism'". They say: "The decentralization scheme is designed to maintain a flexi- 
ble labour pool, which can be made to respond to the fluctuating needs of the mines 
and industry, while at the same time removing from the domestic scene the most vola- 
tile political and social element: the exploited work force". 

The researchers conclude: "Clearly South Africa is pulling the wool over the 
world's eyes and now more than ever is the time to be vigilant and expose the true 
nature of apartheid's intentions. The nature of the system has not changed although 
like a chameleon it may have taken on a different colour to suit its new environ- 


ment:" Authors of the paper presented to the PCR were Tami Hultman, Reed Kramer and 


Don Morton. 
EPS 
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GRADUATE SCHOOL PREVIEWS 5th ASSEMBLY 


Geneva (EPS) - The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies wound up its 44-month 
study of the theme "Jesus Christ Frees and Unites" here last week. While it had 
no pointed instructions for the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 

on how to deal with this theme, the 43 Bossey students could testify that the sub- 
themes chosen for discussion at Nairobi next November are both pertinent and pro- 


vocative for churches and Christians. 


The Bossey scholars also discovered that the various sub-themes (to be discussed 

in six sections) are inextricably linked. When they set out to discuss "Confess- 
ing Christ Today" and the relation between traditional creeds and present-day ex- 
perience, they ended up talking about the search for community. The group discuss- 
ing structural injustice - a topic supposedly reserved to Section V - soon got into 


the ambiguities of power (a Section VI subject). 


Not unexpectedly the Section V topic - "Structures of Injustice and Struggles for 
Liberation" - evoked a heated debate. It includes the struggles of those seeking 


liberation from sexism, racism and other forms of Oppression. 


While the scholars represented more than 15 different Christian traditions, they 
found their various national backgrounds produced more clashes than their theologi- 
cal differences. In the case of Orthodox Christians, it was interesting to see 
people from totally different political milieu very much at home in the same litur- 
gical tradition. Whether the same will hold true for delegates to the Nairobi 


Assembly remains to be seen. 
EPS 


RC-PROTESTANT STATEMENT IN NEW 
ZEALAND HAILED AS BREAKTHROUGH 


New Zealand (EPS) - The Joint Working Committee of the National Council of Chur- 
ches in New Zealand and the Roman Catholic Church has achieved an important break- 
through in ecumenical progress with the statement, "Towards a ministry accepted by 


cw A eed 


The statement goes further than anything to date towards a mutual Roman Catholic- 
Protestant recognition of a valid ordained ministry. Division on this issue has 
been the major obstacle to ecumenical development between the two groups. Argu- 
ing from the Vatican II Decree on Ecumenism, which affirmed the ecclesial reality 
of other Christian communities, the Roman Catholic members of the Joint Commission 
saw no barrier to official recognition of non-Roman Catholic ministries. 


Roman Catholic members of the Commission shared with other members in substantial 
agreement over the theological principles of the doctrine of the ministry as put 
forward in the Plan for Union and the WCC statement on "The Ordained Ministry in 
Ecumenical Perspective". 

EPS 
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PENTECOST 1975 


Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches 


The Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches will meet this year in Nairobi, 
Kenya, November 23 - December 10. Its theme is "Jesus Christ Frees and Unites". 
As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we ask you to pray with us on the 
Day of Pentecost that the Holy Spirit may lead all of us and our churches in the 


preparation for this Assembly and during the Assembly itself. 


We live in a world where technology is offering freedom from limitations under which 
men have suffered in the past. But our economic problems, and very especially the 
fact that millions of people are hungry, demonstrate that we are slaves rather than 
masters of the material world. We will meet in a continent where in the last fif- 
teen years political freedom has come with great rapidity for many people. But 
there as elsewhere many do not yet enjoy this freedom and are deprived of basic hu- 
man rights. Similarly we are made aware in innumberable ways of the need of unity 
for mankind, but we do not seem to be able to overcome the forces making for con- 


flictvandswari 


What is the meaning of these things? What does Jesus Christ say to us about free- 


dom and unity? These are the questions to which we will be seeking answers. 


Jesus promised His disciples that the Spirit would lead them into all the truth. 
We must be aware of the ways by which the Spirit works. What can we learn from the 


story of Pentecost? 


"At the direction of Jesus, the disciples waited in Jerusalem. There 
were many other important things they might have been doing, but 


prayer came first. 


"When the Spirit came upon them they shared the Good News and did so 
in words all could understand. They felt impelled to communicate 


their faith and were given the ability to do it. 


"The Spirit spoke to them when they were together. They heard Him as 
a community of believers bound together by word and sacrament. They 


listened to Him and to one another. 


"They were led to share their material resources so that none in the 
community of believers should go hungry. 


(more) 
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"The Spirit at times required of them surprising and unpredictable 
action. They found that through the Spirit the Lord inspired them 


to act boldly and imaginatively. 


"There was given to the community of believers the various gifts 
of the Spirit which enabled them to be effective witnesses at each 


time and place. 


"Led by the Spirit, the community succeeded in carrying its witness 
to Jerusalem, to Judea, to Samaria and to the ends of the earth. 


The Spirit had prepared the way." 


Thus, the very life, witness and service of the community, the Church as the Body 
of Christ in history, depended and depends on the continual invocation of the Holy 


Spirit. 


In our ministry to a world which seeks freedom and unity, we need the leading of 
the Spirit. On this day let us covenant together to pray and wait, to listen to 
the Spirit and to each other, to witness and act as the Spirit directs, and to 


trust the result to Him who is preparing the way. 
The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: 
Hon. President: (Rev. Dr.) W.A. Visser't Hooft - Geneva, Switzerland 


(Dr.) Kiyoko T. Cho - Tokyo, Japan 

(Patriarch) German of Serbia - Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
(Bishop) Hanns Lilje - Hannover, Germany 

(Rev. Dr.) Ernest A. Payne - Pitsford, England 
(Rev. Dr.) John C. Smith - New York, USA 

(Bishop) A.H. Zulu - Eshowe, South Africa. 
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INDOCHINA FORUM FINDS SPEEDY 

END TO WAR IS TOP PRIORITY 

Vientiane, Laos (EPS) - "Peace is our first objective". Let the World Council of 
Churches and its member bodies accent the importance of peace and reconciliation 


in Indochina no less than reconstruction. 


This was the message brought by four teams which had visited Cambodia, Laos, North 
and South Vietnam before coming here for a forum arranged by the Fund for Recon- 


struction and Reconciliation in Indochina. 


By car, helicopter, plane and on foot they had visited the war-damaged areas and 
observed reconstruction and self-help projects, refugee villages and agricultural 
experiments. Their first-hand contacts with generals and displaced persons, state 
planners and peasants, archbishops and workers lent credibility to observations 


made subsequently by the team members. 


Everywhere the message was the same: a speedy end to the Indochina wars is a pre- 


condition for effective reconciliation and reconstruction. 


Supplementing the four team reports were 13 study papers, all but three of which 
came out of the Indochina area. They dealt with Buddhist and Christian approaches 
to reconciliation, the major problems of each country and the political and eco- 


nomic dimensions of reconstruction and reconciliation. 


The 1973 Paris Peace Agreements were a major focus for study. The teams reported 
receiving ardent appeals for help in gaining full implementation of the Paris 


Agreements. 


The failure of the United States to press for the acceptance of the agreements, 
and the US use of massive military and financial assistance to support evasion of 
- the agreements were held to be major obstacles to effective solutions in Cambodia 


and South Vietnam. 


Sponsor of the forum was the Fund for Reconstruction and Reconciliation in Indo- 
china, established by the WCC Central Committee in August 1972. In order to break 
out of traditional donor-recipient relationships, the board of the fund is com- 
posed of five members from Indochina, five from other parts of Asia and five from 
the rest of the world. Initial allocations made by the fund inciuded US $2,000,000 
to South Vietnam (RVN and PRG), US $2,000,000 to North Vietnam and US $352,000 to 


Laos. 


Within the context of the consultations's concern for peace, the 30 delegates from 


(more) 
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20 countries debated a wide spectrum of questions: Is reconciliation possible be- 
tween the peoples and nations of Indochina? Why do Christian churches accent the 
giving of aid rather than making efforts for peace? Are the concepts of reconcili- 


ation contained in Buddhism and Christianity politically applicable? 


Above all the participants asked themselves whether the Laotian experience of coali- 


tion was a viable model for Vietnam and Cambodia. 


These ideas had grown out of team visits with such people as officials of the pro- 
visional National Union Government of Laos and with Princes Souvanna Phouma and 

Souphanouvong in Luang Prabang; the Vice Minister of Health in Hanoi and provincial 
officials in Nam Dinh; with the President and Prime Minister of the Khmer Republic 


in Phnom Penh; and with the Deputy Prime Minister and several senators in Saigon. 


Opening the forum was Mr. Yap Thiam Hien of Indonesia, chairman of the Fund for 
Reconciliation. Mr. C.I. Itty, chairman of the WCC's Programme Unit on Justice and 
Service, chaired the sessions. Fund Director Ernest Fogg pledged that fund offi- 
cials would heed the pleas relayed by the visitation teams and try to get the chur- 


ches to back reconciliation efforts as well as work on reconstruction. 
EPS 


NEW DATE SET, NEW SITE SOUGHT 

FOR "BOTSWANA" CONFERENCE 

Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - The Conference on Liberation, Justice and Reconciliation, 
which was to be held in Botswana March 10-17, has been postponed to September 1-6, 


1975. The site of the meeting may be shifted to Mozambique. 


The new date was decided at a three-day study consultation called by the All Afri- 
ca Conference of Churches and attended by representatives of its member churches 
in Zambia, Malawi, Swaziland, Lesotho, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Botswana and Mozam- 


bique. Their meeting here ended March 8. 


The study consultation, called to plan the conference carefully, extended high com- 
mendation to AACC officers for postponing the event and unanimously endorsed their 
action. The choice of a new site for the September conference will be the respon- 


sibility of a preparatory committee appointed by the study consultation. 


It was strongly felt that Mozambique should be the choice because political develop- 
ments, unforeseen at the Lusaka Assembly, have confirmed the assembly emphasis on 
liberation; therefore "it would be of tremendous significance to meet with those 


(more) 
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churches in Mozambique who have shared the experience of our suffering Lord for 
the cause of liberation''. The conference would give encouragement and support to 
the minority Protestant churches in Mozambique as they seek to find their place 


in their new nation. 


The study consultation defined three objectives of the forthcoming conference: 

(a) to explore the biblical and theological basis for the churches' involvement 

in the struggle for liberation, justice and reconciliation; (b) to evaluate the 
strategies and actions taken by the churches in support of liberation, justice and 
reconciliation in southern Africa; and (c) to determine the role of the churches 
in helping the new nations in southern Africa to consolidate their national inde- 


pendence and unity. 


Participation in the conference will be from AACC member bodies and non-member 
churches in southern Africa. Churches which cover several countries will be asked 
to send a representative from each country. Speakers, consultants and advisers 


from throughout Africa will also be invited. 


The preparatory committee, appointed to do the detailed planning, is comprised of 
the Rev. Joel Chisanga of Zambia, chairman; Mrs. Sally Motlana of South Africa who 
is also vice-chairlady, AACC General Committee; Mr. C.D. Watyoka of Zimbabwe; the 
Rev. James Ndebele of Botswana; Mr. T. Mabote of Lesotho; the Rev. Maurice Ngakane 
of South Africa; the Rev. I.D. Mahlalela of Mozambique; and Canon Burgess Carr, 
AACC general secretary, ex-officio. Alternates are Dr. J.W. Kurewa, the Rev. H. 


Mdziniso, Mrs. N. Manyeli, the Rev. D.A. Malango and Mr. Simon Phiri. 


The Conference on Liberation, Justice and Reconciliation was planned as the result 


of a resolution adopted by the Third AACC Assembly at Lusaka in May 1974. 
EPS 


NO DANISH TOURS TO RHODESIA 


Aarhus, Denmark (EPS) - Two Danish tourist bureaus have been charged with violating 
a 1968 decree forbidding trade with the white minority in South Rhodesia. Brought 
up on charges filed by the Danish Programme to Combat Racism, the tourist agencies 
were convicted but not punished because they had already stopped arranging travel 
to Rhodesia. Leif Vestergaard, leader of the Danish PCR, expressed satisfaction 
with the disposition made of the case saying, "This is an affirmation of the decree 


of 1968 which will facilitate our work in the future", 
EPS 
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ARREST, THREAT OF SECRET TRIAL FOR 

SITHOLE ASSAILED BY WCC, AACC 

Geneva (EPS) - Strong warnings that the arrest and threatened "secret trial" of 
the Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole and continued executions of political prisoners are 
"serious barriers" to the proposed Constitutional Conference for a peaceful trans- 
fer of power in Rhodesia were given this week by the chief executives of the World 


Council of Churches and the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


Mr. Sithole was arrested on March 4 on charges of plotting to assassinate black 
nationalists. He was a key figure in negotiations between the African National 
Council and the white-minority Rhodesian government. The ANC broke off talks af- 


ter his arrest. 


WCC General Secretary Philip A. Potter called on the British Government to press 
immediately for a fair and public trial for Mr. Sithole, to take steps to prevent 
further executions of political prisoners in Rhodesia and "to exercise its continu- 
ing responsibility until full political rights for all people in Rhodesia are a- 
chieved". The African leader should be allowed counsel of his choice, and facili- 
ties for international observers should be made available at the Etriain Ore Potter 


urged. (Ed. note: WCC news release 5/75 on 11/3 carried full text.) 


In Nairobi, AACC General Secretary Burgess Carr called Mr. Sithole's arrest "a 

vivid illustration of the fact that so long as the white man in South Africa, Rho- 
desia and Namibia has power and the black man is powerless, there can be no recon- 
ezliation": 

Dr. Potter's public statement said the successes and pressures of the liberation 
struggle including those of the Zimbabwe liberation movements are clear signs that 
white domination cannot continue indefinitely. "Initiatives taken by African heads 
of state in response to those pressures, those of the African National Council and 
African church groups in Rhodesia resulted in the Lusaka Accord of 7 December 19745" 


Dr. Potter pointed out. 


The hopes that arose following the white-minority regime's agreement to enter into 
negotiations toward majority rule and a peaceful transfer of power were brutally 
shaken with the executions in late February of three Africans and the arrest of Mr. 
Sithole, Dr. Potter said. These actions "constitute a flagrant violation of the 
letter and spirit of the Lusaka Accord, and (are) a further serious provocation of 
international public opinion", he stressed. They "can only postpone the justice 


we are convinced must come". (more) 
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Dr. Potter called on member churches to bring pressure, through their governments, 
on the Smith regime to adopt measures which will lead to a peaceful settlement 


through negotiation. 


Canon Carr foresaw an intensification of the struggle for liberation in South Afri- 
ca, Rhodesia and Namibia because "it is premature to speak of reconciliation" as 


long as there are oppressors and oppressed in these countries. 


Reports from Salisbury on 11 March stated that a special court will hear Mr. Sitho- 
le's case March 24. While the government had said the African nationalist would 
face a "secret trial", acting chief justice Hector MacDonald now says he intends 


to hold as much of the proceedings as possible in public. 
EPS 


AGREEMENT ON SACRAMENTS PUBLISHED 


Geneva (EPS) - If the divided churches are to achieve the visible unity they seek 
in the ecumenical movement, one of the most important prerequisites is agreement 


on baptism, Eucharist and ministry. 


Already a high level of agreement has been reached. This is reflected in a new 
booklet entitled One Baptism, One Eucharist and a Mutually Recognised Ministry. 
At the request of the 1974 Central Committee, the booklet is being sent to the 271 
member churches of the World Council of Churches. They are asked to reflect on 
the implications of these statements for their own policies and to send their com- 


ments to the Faith and Order Commission by April 1, 1976. 


A second booklet, Uniting in Hope, contains the major reports and documents from 
the Accra meeting of the Faith and Order Commission last year, particularly ma- 


terial on that meeting's two themes of hope and unity. 
EPS 


ARGENTINA IS PICKED AS WORLD YMCA COUNCIL SITE 


Geneva (EPS) - The next World Council of YMCAs will be held in Buenos Aires, Ar- 
gentina in 1977 (June 29-July 6), according to a decision made by the President's 
Committee of the World Alliance of YMCAs which met here last month. Acting on in- 
structions from its executive committee to find a Latin American site, the Presi- 
dent's Committee considered Peru, Brazil and Argentina and accepted the latter 
when substantial cooperation was offered. The '77 meeting will focus on social 
issues with an active involvement of national and local YMCAs in the preparatory 
period. 

EPS 
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y PCR VIEWS "MULTIPLE STRATEGIES" 
AGAINST AFRICAN BACKGROUND 
Geneva (EPS) - Recent developments in the former Portuguese colonies in Africa 
have shown that the liberation movements are and can be instruments of peace, hu- 
man dignity, equality and justice in those countries in Spite of great difficul- 
ties. Liberation efforts of blacks in South Africa, Namibia and Rhodesia have 


not, as yet, achieved similar results. 


In light of this bird's-eye assessment, the Commission of the Programme to Combat 
Racism (PCR) of the World Council of Churches deemed it necessary to continue its 
support for liberation movements, the pressure for withdrawal of investments and 
the exposing of collaboration between Western interests and white regimes in 
southern Africa. The 14-member Commission held its annual meeting March 2-6 near 


here. 


Considerable attention was given to a paper entitled "Detente or Delusion" analy- 
zing Prime Minister Vorster's recent peacemaking initiatives. For the last 10 years, 
it said, South Africa has been quietly penetrating the sub-continent until its in- 
vestments now total some $2 billion. Under the heading "Neo-Colonialism Par Excel- 
lence", the paper noted the varying degrees of dependence of nine nearby neighbours. 
Yet internally South Africa's apartheid policy has not changed. In fact, Mr. Vor- 
ster denied in a recent speech that blacks would ever have a voice in "white South 


Atrica’. 


A second paper on "multiple strategies" for combatting racism in southern Africa 
pointed out that Western churches preferring an "alternative" or reformist strate- 
gy to the WCC's policy of withdrawal tend to be situated in countries with multi- 
national companies operating in South Africa, and where the churches themselves 


have investments there. This colours their analysis of the situation. 


"The chief point of reference, however, must always be the ethical judgement on 
the racial and social situation and solidarity with the oppressed in their strug- 
gle", PCR affirmed. "The central aim of any strategy must be the radical transfor- 


mation of economic, social and political systems based on a racist ideology". 


The PCR staff was asked to initiate consultations with churches on a national basis 
to discuss their experience and the result of using alternative strategies. The 
resolution also asked for national consultations on "collaborative action programmes 
in which Christians in a number of continents can cooperate". One illustration given 


(more) 
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was a possible boycott of a worldwide multinational company. 


PCR asked the World Council of Churches to support the UN Council on Namibia which 
has indicated it will ask Western courts to seize goods produced in that country 
because of the illegal nature of the operation under international law (South Afri- 
ca continues to occupy Namibia despite a ruling by the World Court in The Hague 


that its mandate has expired). 


A new initiative to discourage tourism to South Africa - as well as visits by church 
officials, politicians and sporting personalities - was requested. Noting that 
tourism is the third largest earner of foreign exchange for South Africa, the PCR 
discussed how to discourage participants in the WCC Fifth Assembly in Kenya next 


November from including South Africa in their travel plans. 


Mr. Frank Northam, finance director of the World Council of Churches, reported that 
on instructions from the Central Committee, he had sent letters to the European- 
American Banking Corporation (EABC) and four of its owners asking them to stop 
making loans to the South African Government. Those receiving letters were Deut- 
sche Bank (West Germany), Amsterdam-Rotterdam Bank (Netherlands), Societe General 

de Banque S.A. (Belgium) and Creditanstalt-Bankverein (Austria). A reply is ex- 
pected, he said, after this month's meeting of the New York-based EABC. This multi- 
national banking firm is reported to have provided over $210 million to the South 


African Government and its agencies since 1970. 


If satisfactory assurances are not forthcoming, the WCC Executive Committee is au- 


thorized to ensure that no funds are deposited with these banks. 


The PCR received a theological paper from the Faith and Order Secretariat on "areas 
of theological work arising out of the Programme to Combat Racism". Within the 

next six months groups in various countries will be asked to engage in a process of 
action and reflection on racism as a moral heresy, as idolatry, the quest for church 


discipline, the task of prophesy, and political power and the power of the cross. 


For those churches interested in giving designated funds, PCR has a list of 15 speci- 
fic projects. These include support for Indian movements in Latin America, aid to 
Aborigines, Maoris and Polynesians in their struggle for land rights, research on 
racial integration and development in Malaysia and a study project on caste discrimi- 
nation against outcast groups and legal and political instruments of continued op- 


pression in India. 
EPS 
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ORTHODOX THEOLOGIANS PREPARE 
CONTRIBUTION TO 5th ASSEMBLY 
Gonia/Canea, Crete (EPS) - On the 25th anniversary of the World Council of Chur- 
ches in 1973 the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Demetrios, made a strong 
plea for the Council to maintain a balance between the search for Christian unity 


and social action. 


In response to the Patriarch's letter the World Council decided to call a consul- 
tation of Orthodox theologians to prepare the Orthodox contribution to the WCC 
Fifth Assembly in Nairobi next November where the subject will doubtless come up 


again. 


Some 35 theologians from both the Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox tradi- 
tions gathered at the Orthodox Academy in Western Crete for an eight-day meeting 
which closed March 14. Chairing the consultation was Archbishop Stylianos Harkia- 
nakis, recently appointed by the Ecumenical Patriarchate as archbishop of the grow- 
ing Greek Orthodox community in Australia. Dr. Lukas Vischer represented the World 


Council of Churches. 


The discussion concentrated on the subjects of unity and liberation. The partici- 
pants examined recent WCC statements on the unity of the Church. They reaffirmed 
their conviction that the Orthodox Church lived in the continuity of the one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. But they did not spend their time in elaborating 
on this claim. The real question is, they said, whether in today's Orthodoxy this 
unity is a living reality. In this perspective they examined the mutual relations 
among the various Orthodox Churches, the place of the hierarchy in the Church, the 


role of the laity, especially of women. 


Discussing the Nairobi theme "Structures of injustice and struggle for liberation" 
they affirmed that the life of the Church and the involvement in social and poli- 
tical action were not separable. The Orthodox consistently refuse to adopt the 
distinction between the two realms - spiritual and temporal, Church and world. 
"The Church is the world as God willed it to be in the genuineness of its true 
purpose; in that sense the Church is fully identical with the world in its ulti- 


' The Western tradition tends to make a distinction between the two 


mate destiny.’ 
spheres. Therefore Western churches find it much harder to recognise the rele- 


vance of the spiritual life in the political struggle. 


There was a lively debate on the question to what extent the Church should get en- 
gaged in actual political conflicts. While some were primarily concerned that the 


(more) 
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Church should retain its spiritual identity, others, especially participants from 
the Middle East, pleaded for a more direct political engagement. The Church had 
to take sides for the poor and oppressed. A balanced theological view on the 
Church's possible political involvement they said was a way of recognizing and 


serving the status quo. 


The Crete consultation prepared a detailed report which will now go to the various 
Orthodox churches. Primarily it calls attention to several aspects in Section II 
(What Unity Requires) and Section V (Structures of Injustice and Struggles for 
Liberation) which otherwise might be overlooked. In addition, the participants 
asked the World Council of Churches to call a follow-up consultation for Orthodox 
a year after the Nairobi Assembly to continue the debate which was only just begun 


at Crete. 


Before the consultation Dr. Lukas Vischer paid a visit to the Ecumenical Patriar- 
chate in Istanbul. He was received by H.H. Patriarch Demetrios and had extended 
discussion with the Commission on Pan-Orthodox relations. The meeting provided an 


opportunity for a fruitful exchange of views on current ecumenical developments. 
EPS 


ANGLICAN CHURCH SELLS GOLD STOCK 


London (EPS) - The Church of England has sold half of its 70,000 shares in Con- 
solidated Gold Fields, a major mining house with a large stake in South Africa, 

and intends to unload the remainder as soon as the price is right. The shares sold 
brought a reported £100,000. 


The action came almost two years after the Counter Information Services in Britain 
published an "anti-report" on CGF noting that gold is South Africa's largest export 
item and the source of more than one-half of its foreign exchange. According to 
the publication, profits are almost totally dependent on low production costs since 
the gold content of the ore is low, the price paid is controlled internationally 
and cannot be passed on to the consumer. 


According to statistics for 1971, out of every rand of gold produced, 18¢ went to 
white labour, 9¢ to black labour, 33¢ to materials, 21¢ to foreign shareholders, 
14¢ to government taxes and 5¢ for electricity. The report also noted that 93% of 
the black work force in the mines is paid a wage below the poverty datum line. 


Protests about the Church of England's investment in CGF began two years ago when 
there was a heated debate in the General Synod. Representatives of the investment 
fund defended its holding at that time on the grounds that it had to seek the best 
return possible. 

EPS 
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CHURCHES' COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS 
UNDERLINED BY NCC'S GOVERNING BOARD 
Chicago, Illinois (EPS) - The 295-member Governing Board of the National Council 
of Churches (USA) reinforced the Council's Standing policies on social issues by 


adopting resolutions on equal rights for women and homosexuals. 


Declaring that the civil rights of homosexual persons must be protected, the Board 
called on member churches to initiate theological studies on the effects of dis- 


crimination on homosexual persons. 


The Board recorded its support for the equal rights amendment and firmed up previ- 
ous Council statements on equal employment opportunities for women and minorities 
by calling for Equal Employment Opportunities (EEO) disclosures by the denomina- 


CLOnS . 


A delegation of 19 of the Soviet Union's top church officials attended the Board 
meeting as part of a current three-week visit to the United States. The Board 
heard a report of theological discussions they held at Princeton Theological Semi- 


nary in New Jersey with American church leaders. 


In the four-day meeting, first of two held annually, the Board decided to enlarge 


the Council's cooperative efforts to bring more food to the world's hungry people. 


In discussions, the American church leaders laid the groundwork for a process which 
may lead to a major meeting in the U.S. of Protestant, Roman Catholic and other 
churches in 1977. The Board expressed support for peace efforts in northern Ire- 
land, heard a report on the situation in the Middle East and another one on South- 
ern Africa and sent a message to the churches concerning next year's bicentennial 


and the churches' concepts of civil obligation, property and security. 


Board members unanimously voted to invite member churches and their agencies to 
jointly seek Federal Government disclosure of any surveillance or other improper 
activities by federal agents against the Council or member churches. The resolu- 
tion said the National Council of Churches is troubled by reports and indications 
that various intelligence and law-enforcement agencies had violated constitutional 
rights and may have impaired the free and effective exercise of the Church's mis- 


sion around the world. 


A background statement reported numerous investigative moves against the National 
Council, including an Internal Revenue Service audit from 1970-72, purportedly to 
examine the organization's tax-exempt status. Also mentioned were reports that 


(more) 
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the CIA has been engaged in surveillance of American citizens within the U.S. con- 
trary to law and that it has obtained intelligence from and through Americans go- 


ing abroad including missionaries. 
EPS 


TEF STAFF MEMBER TO JOHANNESBURG 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The Rev. Desmond Tutu, 44, staff member of the WCC's Theolo- 
gical Education Fund, has been elected Anglican Dean of Johannesburg. He is the 
first black man to hold this post. Before joining the TEF staff on March 1, 1972 
he was lecturer in theology and warden of two residence halls at the University 

of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland. Trained at the University of South Africa and 
London University, Father Tutu served as a parish priest in Johannesburg in the 
early 1960's before becoming chaplain of University College at Fort Hare. In his 
new post he succeeds the Rt. Rev. Timothy Bavin who was elected bishop of the dio- 


cese last September. 
EPS 


NORTH AMERICA WILL PREVIEW 
WCC'S NAIROBI ASSEMBLY 


East Lansing, Michigan (EPS) - North American church leaders will gather here in 
April for a simulated assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


Participants in the April 20-23 meeting will be delegates to the World Council's 
Fifth Assembly to be held November 23-December 10 in Nairobi, Kenya. 


The purpose of the US meeting, to be held on the Michigan State University campus, 
is to "equip delegates so they can be involved effectively and responsibly at the 
Nairobi assembly," according to Dr. Paul A. Crow Jr., president of the Council on 
Christian Unity of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 


Dr. Crow, who is chairing the meeting, said more than 80% of those going to Kenya 
will be attending their first ecumenical assembly. North Americans will not domi- 
nate in Nairobi, Dr. Crow said. "Representatives of the Third World will speak 
strongly on their perspective of hunger, poverty, human rights and justice." 


"US participants in the Nairobi meeting will need to explore what it means to be 
Christian in a country consuming the majority of the world's resources, such as 
food and energy. The world is asking us questions and we need to participate posi- 
tively, not just be the scapegoat of all the ills of the world," Dr. Crow said. 


Major addresses at the April preparatory meeting will be given by Dr. Manas Buthe- 
lezi, a Lutheran minister from South Africa; the Rev. David Gill, organizing secre- 
tary for the Nairobi assembly; and Dr. Konrad Raiser, German Lutheran theologian 
and a deputy general secretary of the WCC. 


The assembly theme ''Jesus Christ Frees and Unites" will be explored during the 
East Lansing meeting, with small groups to be organized around assembly plenary 
themes. 

EPS 
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¥’ CCA LEADERS DISCUSS HUNGER CRISIS, HUMAN 
RIGHTS; SANCTION DEVELOPMENT, YOUTH FUNDS 
Singapore (EPS) - The General Committee of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) 
reviewed March 4-8 in Singapore the organization's work over the last two years 


and sanctioned new programmes for the next two until the Sixth Assembly in 1977. 


Meeting once between quadrennially held assemblies, the General Committee is the 
supreme decision-making body of the CCA. Represented on it are all countries of 


CCA member churches from Korea to Pakistan to New Zealand. 


In a busy four-day agenda, the committee approved three priority areas: concerted 
action in the hunger crisis, human rights and theological reflection. Under dis- 
cussion came possible responses to the hunger crisis, which is particularly evi- 
dent in Asia. The need for the development of appropriate technologies in food 
production, changing patterns of food consumption and more efficient distribution 


systems and use of existing resources was stressed in extensive presentations. 


Concerning human rights, delegates approved several forms of assistance to victims 
of political repression and groups engaged in human rights issues. Team visita- 
tions to areas in which human rights are an immediate concern and study programmes 


were recommended by the committee. 


Social action programmes must be undergirded by theological motivation and justifi- 
cation, the Committee said and endorsed a recommendation that CCA staff devote time 


and resources to the promotion of action-reflection programmes. 


Ecumenical concern for development in Asia is expected to assume new impetus with 
the sanctioning of a Development Fund to promote experimental development and mass 
education projects aimed at self-reliance. In addition a Special Projects Fund for 
Rural Youth is to be established to support literacy campaigns, leadership training, 


research, documentation and health programmes. 


Throughout the meeting, Committee members struggled with various ways of articu- 
lating the Christian faith and thought to interpret their existence as a Christian 
community in a period of gloom and suffering in response to a challenge by CCA Gen- 


eral Secretary Dr. Yap Kim Hao of Malaysia. 


In many ways, their concern was a "double struggle" as the churches in Asia strug- 
gle to express new forms of obedience to Christ amidst the socio-cultural-religious- 
economic pluralism of Asia in the last quarter of the 20th century. In this, "our 
understanding of Christ will always be partial", Dr. T.B. Simatupang, presiding 
chairperson pointed out. With appropriate humility "there can be continuous dia- 
logue to enrich, correct and serve each other", he said. 

EPS 
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RVOG STATION POLICIES REVIEWED IN 
LWF-ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT TALKS 


Geneva (EPS) - Continued operation and news policies of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion's Radio Voice of the Gospel (RVOG), an interdenominational medium and short- 
wave radio station in Addis Ababa, were the subject of recent discussions between 


a three-member LWF delegation and Ethiopian Information Ministry officials. 


The discussions were reported to have been "open and frank" and dealt for the most 
part with the broadcasting of news originating in Ethiopia or reporting Ethiopian 
government policies. In recent months during periods of tension and political 
change, difficulties have arisen between the station and government authorities 


on news-handling questions. 


Included in the general points of mutual understanding reached is the availability 
of a government liaison officer to clear news concerning developing changes in the 


country which the station desires to broadcast, as has been the case in past years. 


The distinction between domestic and international news services came also under 
discussion. The understanding reached is that the Ministry of Information "will 
consider for immediate implementation how Radio Voice of the Gospel can serve as 
a medium for dissemination of objective and factual information on Ethiopia for its 
international audience”. The station will have access to recognized news agencies' 
material and official Government releases to cover news on Ethiopia after the fac- 


tuality of this news has been established. 


The Ethiopian Minister of Information in summarizing the discussions expressed satis-— 
faction at the "positive spirit" of the consultations and the goal of "insuring bet- 


ter and more fuitful cooperation" between RVOG and Ethiopian information services. 


RVOG broadcasts to a widespread audience throughout Africa, the Middle East and Asia 
under agreements dating back to 1961. Actual broadcasting operations were begun in 


363. 


The RVOG operation and all LWF communication activities were under review in mid- 
March as advisory boards for the broadcasting and publications units convened an- 


nual sessions at Bossey near Geneva. 
EPS 


ZIMBABWE NATIONALIST LEADER KILLED 


Lusaka (EPS) - Herbert Chitepo, chairman of the Zimbabwe African National Union, 
was killed by a landmine in front of his house here on March 18. The blast killed 
also a two-year-old boy standing nearby and one of Mr. Chitepo's two bodyguards. 


The second bodyguard was taken to a hospital in critical condition. 
EPS 
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EPS BACKGROUND FEATURE on Guinea-Bissau 
Report of a Visit in February 1975 
by Helmut Reuschle, Material Aid Officer, 


Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
World Council of Churches' Programme Unit of Justice and Service 


. Introduction 


The World Council of Churches has for many years enjoyed good relationships 
with Guinea-Bissau or more precisely with PAIGC, the African party for the In- 
dependence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde. This relationship was particular- 
ly visible through WCC's Programme to Combat Racism. During the years 1970- 
1974 PCR provided a total of $ 170,000 to PAIGC for its humanitarian programmes 
in the then liberated areas and in neighbouring countries. In 1971, the World 
Council's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service started a 
Programme of Assistance to Non-Church Groups in Africa, through which PAIGC re- 
ceived $ 310,000 over a three-year period, primarily in the form of material 
aid for educational, health and transport needs. 


Guinea-Bissau is now an independent country and we are no longer dealing with 

a liberation movement but with a newly-constituted government and a political 
party. Therefore, it became necessary for the World Council to review its re- 
lationship with African liberation movements, in this case with PAIGC, and to 
discuss-with the government possible forms of future cooperation. I travelled 
to Guinea-Bissau, together with Ruy Rodrigues da Silva, Director for Develop- 
ment of CIMADE, France, who had an invitation from the president to visit Gui- 
nea-Bissau and Cape Verde Islands. We were in Bissau between February.5 and 11 
and February 18 and 19, 1975. Unfortunately, we were not able to tour the in- 
terior of the country. Nevertheless, we had extensive conversations with gov- 
ernment officials and with people of all walks of life which allowed us, we be- 
lieve, to obtain a fair general picture of the situation in the country today. 


. Guinea-Bissau - Historic Brief and General Information 


Guinea-Bissau became a Portuguese colony in 1879 and was formally declared an 
“overseas province" in 1951. Its frontiers were set by a Franco-Portuguese 
agreement in 1886. PAIGC was formed in September 1956 under the leadership of 
Amilcar Cabral, as the first political organization. August 3, 1959, was a 
turning point: The dockers at the Bissau port of Pidgiguiti went on strike in 
order to request higher wages. In response, the Portuguese army opened fire 
and killed 50 people. This was the moment when PAIGC went underground and 
started a guerilla war in 1963. Ten years later, the PAIGC controlled two 
thirds of the country. Amilcar Cabral, General Secretary for PAIGC, was assas- 
sinated in Conakry, Guinea, on January 20, 1973. PAIGC declared independence 
of Guinea-Bissau unilaterally in September 1973 and was shortly thereafter re- 
cognized by the United Nations and by more than 80 governments. After the 
events of April 25, 1974, in Portugal, the Republic of Guinea-Bissau was offi- 
cially recognized by Portugal on September 10, 1974. 


The country covers 36,125 sq. km, including the Bissagos (Bijagos) archipela- 
go. The climate is tropical humid, with heavy summer rainfall which transforms 
the shore areas into vast swamps, making traffic nearly impossible, except by 
sea. The interior is covered by dense tropical forest. (Attachment) 
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The population is about 600,000. 30% are Muslim, about 5% (2?) Roman Catholic. 
A small Evangelical Mission in Guinea-Bissau, which belongs to the World Evan- 
gelization Crusade, claims that there are about 2,000 Protestants in the coun- 
ELy 


The three major tribes are the Balante, Manding and Peul. The Peul live in 

the southeastern plateaux and have been settled herdsmen since ancient times; 
they live by agriculture and livestock breeding. The Manding, growers of mani- 
oc, millet and peanuts, are settled along the border with Senegal. 


Most of the approximately 3,000 km of roads and trails are unusable during the 
rainy season. 


The country has few mineral resources, the most profitable being bauxite. There 
is no industry except for a few processing sheds for agricultural products such 
as rice, peanuts (shelling and oil production), plus some fish drying. 


The monetary unit is the Portuguese Escudo. One US Dollar equals 24 Escudos. 


General Impressions 


Bissau, the capital and port, is a pleasant town of Portuguese character with 
a population of about 60,000. It is the commercial and political centre of 
the country. Life appears calm and normal; people were celebrating happily 
the time of carnival, and on the occasion of the visit of President Tolbert of 
Liberia to Guinea-Bissau, the whole city seemed to have gathered, people wear- 
ing their best clothing, and dancing groups were performing in the street. 


There are indications that the country is new and "starting from zero" as we 
were repeatedly told by government officials. At the time of our visit there 
was a food shortage in Bissau. Oil, rice and sugar were in short supply, and 
people were queuing up daily to receive their rations. The reasons for the 
shortage lie probably in the near-standstill of the economy towards the end of 
the liberation war, the suspension of agricultural production and the disrupted 
export and trade relations due to the departure of many merchants. The shops 
and the markets were busy but the selection of basic goods was relatively li- 
mited. One still finds many old stocks from Portuguese times at rather low 
prices. Shop owners told us that new goods expected to arrive in the near fu- 
ture would be much more expensive. There are no local or foreign newspapers, 
and the country has no telex links with the outside world. 


The Political Situation 


The government is making an all-out effort to get the new country on its feet. 
It is facing an enormous task because of the limited number of trained people 
and cadres. PAIGC is very active in mobilizing and educating the population 

at all levels. "The process of liberation continues." Government offices, 
though understaffed, function well and it is relatively easy to get appointments 
with ministers, who are called commissioners, and even with the president. 


The government is decentralizing its services. The country has been divided 
into eight regions, which will have some autonomy in the planning and implemen- 
tation of development programmes. Overall planning is in process but it is too 
soon to expect the government to come up with detailed long-term programmes at 
this point. 
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There are many signs of normalization. After the coup in Portugal it is esti- 
mated that 50-60% of the Portuguese population of Guinea-Bissau left the coun- 
try. In the meantime, many are returning, especially merchants and business 
people, which is a sign of trust in the new government. Foreign diplomatic per- 
sonnel is beginning to arrive although there is a great lack of adequate housing. 


5. The Economic Situation 


It is evident that the long years of guerilla warfare have crippled the economy 
of the country. Guinea-Bissau has practically no industry but an enormous agri- 
cultural potential. In spite of the fact that due to the war the agricultural 
output was considerably reduced, the climate and the availability of water al- 
low for extensive agricultural cultivation. It should be no problem for the 
country to be not only self-sufficient but even exporting food supplies within 

a relatively short time. Food prices, which are controlled by the government, 
have gone up considerably. The authorities have plans to step up the cultiva- 
tion of sugar-cane, peanuts and cashew-nuts and to develop small-scale indus- 
tries and fisheries. 


6. Health Services 


Guinea-Bissau has the following medical facilities: 


1,233 hospital beds of which 950 are in Bissau; 
42 medical doctors of whom 18 are Portuguese, many of the others 
come from the Soviet Union and Cuba; 
70 qualified nurses; 
448 medical auxiliaries. 


These facilities are inadequate for the population's needs. According to the 
Minister of Health, the minimum requirements for the country should be: 


1,860 hospital beds; 
80 medical doctors; 
160 general nurses; 
124 hospital nurses; 
620 medical auxiliaries. 


Bissau has a civilian and military hospital, and three small hospitals with 100 
beds each exist in the interior of the country. The government's plan is to 
build one 100-bed hospital in each of the eight regions. These hospitals will 
function autonomously except for special facilities which will be available at 
Bissau. Each region will have a mobile team to serve the villages, teach hy- 
giene and treat minor diseases. There is a great need for both medical equip- 
ment and for the training of personnel. Plans for long-term projects should be 
finalized by the end of the year. Presently, the government is asking for short- 
term assistance for specific needs. 


—~s 
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Education 


Already during the liberation war, PAIGC gave major importance to education. 
The Ministry of Education and Culture has just published a report showing the 
following figures of schooling in Guinea-Bissau: 


Primary School 70,226 Pupils 
Preparatory Cycle 4,864 st 
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Secondary School 2,082 Pupils 
Semi-Boarding School Keele 
Technical School 1, elle 


The Institut Amitié comprises 10 boarding schools with 500 children between the 
ages of 3 and 8, and 1,500 pupils of 8 to 17 years. A paper outlining the sta- 
tus of the Institute is available from CICARWS upon request. Most of the board- 
ing schools have been transferred to other locations since independence: 


Teranga (Senegal) transferred to Bolama 
Pilote School (Conakry) by "  Bolama 
Kindergarten (Conakry) be " Bissau 
Campada (Guinea-Bissau) ‘i " Canchungo 
Internat a 1'Est ; "Boe 
Internat Areolino Cruz ¥ " Cadique 


There is still a great need for basic school and educational supplies, and a 
lack of teachers. The government is converting military barracks into schools 
but most of the facilities in the interior of the ocuntry are of the tradition- 
al grass-huts. In January 1975, some teachers arrived from Portugal in order 
to fill some of the vacancies created by the departure of Portuguese teachers 
after the events of April 1974. However, Portugal could not fulfil Guinea-Bis- 
sau's request for teaching personnel; many teachers’ posts are therefore filled 
by students of the higher grades. 


Problem Areas 


According to our own assessments and observations, the country is facing some 
immediate problems. 


a) Socially. The integration of militants into society and economic life. 
There is considerable unemployment in the country. The army is present 
everywhere and many of the former guerilla fighters have not yet been in- 
tegrated into a productive civil life. 


b) Economically. The government will probably nationalise some sectors of the 
economy which may have repercussions on the Portuguese community. 


The absence of qualified personnel is a real obstacle for an accelerated de- 
velopment process. This lack is obvious in all government offices where it is 
still difficult, and perhaps too soon, to obtain precise facts and data. 
There is a danger that the government will accept standard foreign develop- 
ment and economic patterns in order to solve the country's problems, and one 
can see the danger of outside pressures exercising an influence upon the 
country's aims for self-reliance. However, it seems that the government is 
aware of these dangers. "Our country is not for sale" said one minister with 
reference to the "new friends" arriving from all over the world. Obviously, 
there are ties with old friends, visible by the strong Cuban and Russian pre- 
sence. 


c) Politically. The Cape Verde question pre-occupies the political leadership. 
The Cape Verde Islands will become independent on July t, 1975, and while 
PAIGC has always considered the islands and Guinea-Bissau as belonging to- 
gether, unity with Cape Verde was not achieved in negotiations with Portugal 
last year. The enormous distance, the ethnical and cultural differences 


. (more) 
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(practically all Cape Verdeans are light-skinned mulattos) can lead to dif- 
ficulties in future relationships between the two countries. 


The population in the interior of the country is still living in great mis- 
ery and poverty, and it will require a great effort to improve their living 
conditions and to bring them real development. The party is very active in 
giving political education to the people especially in those areas which 
were held by the Portuguese before independence. 


9. United Nations Presence 


10. 


UNDP opened an office in Bissau on January 14, 1975, and is involved in assist- 
ing Guinea-Bissau to solve its problems. A great number of consultants and 
delegations of various UN-specialized agencies have already visited the country 
in order to get first-hand impressions and to give technical assistance for the 
most urgent needs. Priority is given to the improvement of the road system, 

the water supply system, energy and aviation. The UNDP resident representative, 
Gunnar Asplund, is also responsible for the Cape Verde Islands. UNICEF will be 
providing eight mobile medical teams, and is already involved in other assis-— 
tance projects in the health and educational sector. 


Perspectives for Future Cooperation 


a) 


b) 


In our conversations with the President of the State Council, Luiz Cabral, 
the General Secretary of PAIGC, Aristides Pereira, and the Ministers for Edu- 
cation (Mario Cabral), Health (Joao da Costa), and Economy (Vasco Cabral), 

we were encouraged to continue our assistance, especially, although not ex- 
clusively, in the areas of health and education. The government expressed 
its appreciation to the World Council of Churches and recognized the fact 
that we are among those who have supported its struggle from the very be- 
ginning. The WCC was praised for its quick and unbureaucratic response to 
the country's needs - a factor which distinguishes us from many other orga- 
nizations. 


In view of the lack of trained personnel, it seems important to render tech- 


nical assistance in the form of qualified people. The Minister of Education 


and the Inspector of the Institut Amitié, (Fr. Lino Bicari) which comprises 
the boarding schools of the country, expressed their interest in using the 
Paulo Freire method for the educational system in Guinea-Bissau. However, 
there is also a need for medical doctors and for specialists in various other 
fields. The churches could make a significant contribution to fill some of 
these gaps, and thus discreetly participate in the process of nation-building. 
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PLEA MADE AGAINST USING VIETNAM 

REFUGEES, ORPHANS AS PAWNS 

Geneva (EPS) - A strong plea that refugees and orphans not become "political pawns" 
in Vietnam was made in an EPS interview by the Rev. Ernest Fogg of Bangkok, execu- 
tive director of the World Council of Churches' Fund for Reconstruction and Recon- 


ciliation in Indochina. 


Mr. Fogg brought word to Geneva of efforts to supply food, medicines and clothing 
to victims of the struggle in all parts of the country, including those in control 


of the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG). 


Last month, the WCC's Commission on Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) launched an emergency appeal among churches world-wide for $1 million. 
This amount has been subscribed to by churches in New Zealand, England, Germany, 
Australia, Canada and the United States, the Netherlands and Sweden. Immediate 
emergency supplies of condensed milk, antibiotics, anti-malaria drugs, multivita- 


mins, tetanus and cholera vaccines have already been shipped by air. 


In process of being shipped or purchased locally are such items as salted fish, 


rice, clothing, blankets and additional medicines. 


CICARWS cooperates in Vietnam with Asian Christian Service and Vietnam Christian 
Service. Initial needs of Asian Christian Service in this work have been estimated 
at $300,000 and of Vietnam Christian Service at $200,000. Mr. Fogg said immediate 
aid requirements in PRG areas are $250,000. The Thai churches have been alerted 


for aid action to Khmer refugees. 


Mr. Fogg said he is working to reestablish contact with relief workers in Danang 


and other cities vacated by forces of the Saigon government. 


"The most trying problem facing those trying to help is the use of refugees and or- 
phans as pawns in a continuing war of propaganda", he told Ecumenical Press Service. 
"This is a perversion of the very acts of love and mercy that are so much needed 


to heal the wounds of individuals and the land." 


Acknowledging that estimates of the number of refugees have run as high as two mil- 
lion people, he said no one really knows the exact figure. Only a fraction of the 
refugees who fled to Danang have left that city. The great majority stayed behind 
because of inadequate transportation and are now going back to their homes whenever 


they can, he said. 


Mr. Fogg characterised the question of orphans as "most sensitive and highly emo- 


(more) 
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tional, as it ought to be". But all parties in the conflict, including the PRG and 
the ARVN, are agreed that the evacuation of children from Vietnam is not in the 
country's nor in the children's best interests. A real problem arises from the 
fact that the institutions that have grown up to take care of some of the children 


are probably going to be abandoned as American personnel leave. 


The Fund for Reconstruction and Reconciliation in Indochina, now exceeding its ini- 
tial five million dollar goal, has been funding projects in North Vietnam and in 
South Vietnam as well as in Laos and Cambodia. In this, the Fund has established 


patterns of cooperation which are unique and can now serve emergency needs wherever 


they may be. 


He reported that the board of the Fund, meeting last month in Laos, had decided 
even before the present emergency to ask the churches for an additional five mil- 


iMonwdollars. 
EPS 


CENTRAL AMERICANS VOW 

TO ENCOURAGE UNITY 

Managua, Nicaragua (EPS) - The first ecumenical meeting of the leaders of 32 Pro- 
testant denominations and organizations in Central America and Panama has pledged 
to promote the unity of Christ's Body as the beginning of unity for the nations. 
One speaker, borrowing the words of Managuan poet Ruben Dario, said they were moved 


by the Spirit of God to form a "wing" of unity as a bird's feathers form a wing. 


In a formal declaration the meeting also called for the preservation and better 
use of the ecological resources God created for the good of humanity, and the im- 


provement of the life of the people through literacy and other knowledge. 


The main speaker for the occasion was the Rev. Gerardo de Avila, well-known Costa 
Rican preacher who belongs to the Evangelism-in-Depth Team for Latin America. Prac- 
tical arrangements were made by the Evangelical Committee for Development Aid 


(CEPAD) . 


Also in their declaration the 84 Protestant leaders pledged to give greater impor- 
tance to the Lordship of Jesus Christ and to proclaim with greater faithfulness 


the redeeming message of Christ as God's only means to transform the world. 


A committee was appointed to carry out the objectives of the declaration; it is 


chaired by the Rev. Roger Velasquez of El Salvador. 
EPS 
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THREE LEADING KOREAN PROTESTANTS 
HELD. CHRISTIAN UNTVERSITIES CLOSE 
Geneva (EPS) - Two leading Protestant clergymen in South Korea have been arrested 


and charged with embezzlement and a third is being held without a warrant, accord- 


ing to reports received April 9 at World Council headquarters, 


Embezzlement charges have been placed against the Rev. Park Hyung Kyu, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Seoul, and the Rev. Cho Seung Hyck, a Methodist 
minister who serves as secretary of the Metropolitan Community Organization and 


was recently named secretary of the Protestant Clergy for Social Justice in Korea. 


The general secretary of the National Council of Churches in Korea, the Rev. Kim 


Kwan Suk, was being detained but no charge had been brought. 


The National Council of Churches issued a statement April 7 saying the embezzle- 
ment charge was groundless, and that the arrests represented the suppression of re- 


ligion and were a challenge to the entire Christian Church. 


Meanwhile, four Seoul universities, including two church-sponsored institutions, 
were closed after the government sent in troops to put down student riots at the 
Korea University. President Park issued a new emergency decree making those par- 


ticipating in campus demonstrations subject to 10 years imprisonment. 


Demonstrations began last week at Korea's leading Christian university, Yonsei, 

when students learned that its president, Dr. Park Tae Sun, had been forced to re- 
sign in a dispute over the reinstatement of two professors and a number of students 
released from jail early this year. The government had sought the dismissal of Dr. 
Dong Gil Kim, a history teacher, and the suspension of Dr. Chang Kook Kim, dean of 


the school of theology. 


On April 8 the government sent troops into the Korea University to quell anti-gov- 
ernment demonstrations. Three other schools then closed voluntarily - Yonsei, 


Seoul National and the Jesuit-run Sogang University. 


Simultaneously Reuters wire service reported the hanging of eight members of the 
outlawed People's Revolutionary Party. One day earlier the Supreme Court had up- 


held the death penalty for three people convicted on charges of spying for North 


Korea and trying to overthrow the South Korean Government. The court confirmed life 


sentences for four cthers and prison terms of up to 15 years for others said to be 


involved in spy rings. 
EPS 
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YOUTH VOICE CONCERN FOR OPPRESSED 


Taizé, France/Driebergen, Netherlands (EPS) - Over the Easter holidays two youth 
gatherings took place in Europe. Both gatherings represented efforts by young 


people to make the Church relevant to the situations in which it was set. 


The 18,000 young people who came to Taizé, the Protestant monastic community in 
the Burgundy district of France, reported on the various manifestations of the 
Council of Youth which have taken place in Mexico, Argentina, Brazil and the USA 
in recent months. In each case the locale was a very poor section of a large city 


where the church is a place of hope. 


Additional celebrations were announced for May among blacks in Alabama and Chica- 
nos in California (USA), in June in Quebec and later in Africa and Asia. Taizé 
itself will be the site of a special get-together on August 17: "a day of the Peo- 
ple of God". 


Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, attended 


the Taizé celebration. 


Also over Easter some 150 delegates from 18 European countries attended a confer- 
ence in Holland sponsored by the Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe. Under the 

heading "Faith Today" participants from as widely separated countries as the USSR 
and Ireland, Finland and Portugal considered: Faith and Politics, Gospel and Com- 


munity, and Faith and New Lifestyle. 


A working paper on politics, which will be forwarded to the Executive Committee and 


ultimately to church youth groups throughout Europe, said: 


"In most countries Christians have difficulty accepting in their midst brethren 
who are activists within a political party. Frequently they are even rejected by 
their churches. That is why we Christians who hope to build a new society where 
all people are equal, with no material or spiritual oppression, consider a social- 


ist society the way to do it. 


"The Church's duty is to constitute the forum for real dialogue, for the Church can 


no longer consider itself a neutral body in the political field." 


A separate resolution pledged to aid all those committed to abolishing "fascist 
power in Portugal", the expansion of literacy and public health campaigns, decolo- 
nization of the African colonies and dissemination of objective news of Portugal. 
The EYCE is composed of youth secretaries of national councils of churches and de- 


nominations in 25 European countries. 
EPS 
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UK UNITY COMMISSION RECEIVES 
WORKING COMMITTEE REPORTS 


Manchester (EPS) - Christ calls all his people to be visibly one, but in this uni- 


ty there must be adequate expression of the diversity of God's will for the Church. 


Unity, therefore, need not mean uniformity. 


This was the consensus expressed during the recent two-day meeting of the Churches 
Unity Commission composed of representatives of all major churches in Great Bri- 


tain including the Roman Catholic. 


No precise notion of what unity would look like has yet been devised, according to 
Dr. John Huxtable, executive officer of the commission. But it will certainly 

have to provide for a mutual recognition of all communicant members; a mutual re- 
cognition of ministers, and an agreed standard of belief and doctrine which allows 
for diversity of expression. Stewardship will demand that resources be shared and 


that the legal processes allow this possibility. 


The report of the working party on what visible unity would involve is to be put 
into popular form and circulated to the churches. A second working party looking 
into present ecumenical experiments reported it had met feelings of frustration 
about schemes at the local level which are being held up because denominational 


rules restrict further development. 


Three points emerged from the visible unity report. First, unity is not a goal in 
itself but it must be sought because all the churches engaged in the discussion 
trust and believe in the one God. Secondly, attention must be given to healing 
the wounding divisions that have kept the Church divided over the centuries. 


Thirdly, this will require a process of repentance and forgiveness. 


The conclusions of the commission will be presented to the governing conferences 
and assemblies of the various denominations during the next few months. The com- 
mission envisions a three-year timetable for drawing up a formal plan for unity. 
Chairman of the commission is Bishop Patrick Rodger, Anglican bishop of Manches- 


Ger. 
EPS 
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VON HAMMERSTEIN JOINS WCC STAFF 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr. Franz von Hammerstein of Berlin, Federal German Republic, gen- 

eral secretary of Aktion Suehnezeichen, has joined the staff of the World Council 

of Churches as executive secretary for the Committee on the Church and Jewish Peo- 
ple. He succeeds the Rev. Johannes Snoek, who returned to Holland to assume a 


pastorate in the Reformed Church of the Netherlands. 


Dr. von Hammerstein was an inmate of Buchenwald and Dachau concentration camps in 
connection with events following the attempt on Hitler's life 20th July 1944. He 
studied theology at Bethel and Gottingen, Germany, in Chicago on a World Council 
scholarship, and received a B.D. from Howard University, Washington, D.C. Dr. von 
Hammerstein was awarded a doctorate of theology at the Institutum Judaicum of the 
University of Munster and an honorary doctorate from Howard University. Follow- 
ing 10 years in youth work, particularly ministering to youth in industry in Ber- 
lin, Dr. von Hammerstein joined Aktion Suehnezeichen, a movement of German youth 
who volunteer to work for reconciliation and peace in countries devastated by Ger- 


many. 
EPS 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN EASTERN EUROPE 


Stuttgart, Federal German Republic (EPS) - The distribution of the entire Bible or 
some portions of the New Testament throughout Eastern Europe has increased marked- 
ly in recent years. According to the United Bible Societies, more than 950,000 

Scriptures were distributed through local congregations in 1974, in contrast with 


150,000 in 1964. 


A background paper issued by UBS notes three ways of supplying Scriptures to East- 
ern Europe: the sending or bringing in of single copies, bulk imports from West- 


ern Europe and local production. 


Sending single Bibles by mail and having visitors bring them in openly is legal in 
all countries except Albania. UBS also sends bulk shipments from Western Europe 
with official permission of state authorities, and all such shipments have reached 
their destinations safely. The churches, together with the Bible Societies where 
they exist, take care of the distribution. However, UBS prefers local production 


and gives financial and technical assistance to such projects. 
EPS 
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VISSER 't HOOFT TO RECEIVE CARDINAL 

BEA PRIZE FROM HUMANUM FOUNDATION 

Bern (EPS) - The Augustin Cardinal Bea Prize for 1974/75 has been awarded to the 
Rev. Dr. Willem A. Visser 't Hooft, former general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches and honorary president, it was announced by the Humanum Foundation. 
The award will be presented to Dr. Visser 't Hooft by the President of the Swiss 


Government in ceremonies May 29 at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. 


In announcing the award, the Humanum Foundation said the Dutch theologian is known 
world-wide for his untiring efforts in behalf of the ecumenical movement. He will 
be honoured for his dedication to the causes of peace, human progress and social 

justice. He contributed decisively towards the formation of the World Council of 


Churches and was its general secretary for nearly 20 years. 


The Cardinal Bea Prize was established a year after his death in 1968. This is 
the first award made to an individual, previous awards having recognized the work 


of organizations. 
EPS 


PRAYERS FOR FIFTH ASSEMBLY 


Geneva (EPS) - The Old Catholic parish of St. Germain in Geneva has initiated a 
monthly ecumenical prayer service in connection with the Fifth Assembly of the 


World Council of Churches. All churches in the city are invited to participate. 


"The spiritual stakes are so great", wrote the pastor of St. Germain in his letter 
of invitation, "that it is not sufficient merely to discuss the six Assembly sec- 


tion themes in the parishes. 


"It is essential for Christian congregations around the world to come together to 
pray for the spiritual success of the Nairobi meeting, beseeching the Holy Spirit 
to infuse all its deliberations with the spirit of Truth, love and the power of 


renewal", he said. 


From April onwards, each monthly prayer service will focus on one of the six sec- 
tion themes. Each will be prepared by a group of clergy and laity from the Geneva 
churches, including the Roman Catholic, and staff members of the Ecumenical Centre. 
The services will give Genevois an opportunity to familiarize themselves with the 


new ecumenical hymnbook, Cantate Domino. 
EPS 


APRIL 

April 1 - 5 
April 7 - 12 
April 8 - 11 


April 14 - 18 
April 16 


April 17 - 20 


April 20 - 23 


April 2h 
May 4 

MAY 

May cy 
Mays Sia Lo 
May 7 >=" 10 
May 6 - 1/7 
May, V2°— "TS 
May 19 = 24 
JUNE 

June 2 - 9 
June 6 = 11 
June 7 - 13 
June 16 - 20 
June 16 - 30 
June 5 - 7 
June 7 - ll 
June. 15 — 21 
June 24 -— 29 


ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 1975 


"Human Identity in Nature, Science and Society" Bossey, near Geneva 


European Churchwomen's Consultation (WCC) 


Beard of the Ecumenical Institute and of the 
Graduate School 


WCC Executive Committee 


CEC Presidium 


Joint Meeting of Presidium and Advisory 
Committee of the CEC 


Annual Meeting, U.S. Conference for WCC 


Seminar on Orthodox Worship and Theology 


WCC Week of Meetings 
ACLD and WACC 


ACLD Main and Joint Working Committees. Final 
meetings. Followed by Inaugural meetings to 
establish the proposed new World Association 
for Christian Communication. 


International Consultation Case Study on Wor- 
ship and Evangelism (Renewal) 


Workshop on Quality of Aid (CCPD) 


Consultation on Ideologies (DFT) 


Meeting of United Churches and Union Commit- 
tees 


CCJP Consultation 


"Dialogue on Community in African Religion 
and Christianity" 


CCIA Executive Committee Meeting 


"The Wholeness of the Gospel and the Ecumeni- 
cal Movement" 


CICARWS Sub-commissions 
CICARWS Commission 


Consultation on "Unity and Common Witness" 
(Commission on Faith and Order/Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity) 


Ecumenical Hearing on Nuclear Energy (Church 
and Society) 


Cartigny 


Bossey, near Geneva 


Geneva 


near Strasbourg, 
France 


near Strasbourg, 
France 


East Lansing, Mich. 
USA 


Bossey, near Geneva 


Geneva 
London 


not yet known 


Windsor, U.K. 


Geneva 


Cartigny 


Toronto 


Sigtuna, Sweden 


Bossey, near Geneva 


Geneva 


Bossey, near Geneva 


Geneva 
Geneva 


Rome 


Sigtuna, Sweden 
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TEAM VISITS REPRESENT 
NEW ECUMENICAL STRATEGY 


Geneva (EPS) - Ecumenical dialogue is the goal of two World Council of Churches 
teams that left here early this week for the Middle East and the USSR respective- 
ly. Two additional teams will go to Iraq and Korea in the next few weeks to as- 
sess the situation of the Kurds and of Korean Christians who have incurred the 


displeasure of the Park regime. 


A four-member team left Geneva April 21 on a 12-day swing through Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and Israel. In addition to visiting WCC member churches in the 
area, they will confer with government representatives and other prominent per- 
sonalities in an effort to assess the new political situation following the break- 


down of bilateral diplomacy. 


In addition to Mr. Leopoldo Niilus, head of the Council's International Affairs 


Commission, the team includes three experts on inter-faith dialogue. Dr. John B. 
Taylor and Dr. Franz von Hammerstein serve on the staff of the Sub-unit on Dialogue 
with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies. Dr. William L. Weiler, director of 
the Office on Christian and Jewish Relations of the National Council of Churches : 


(USA), is the fourth member of the team. 


In the course of their tour the team will be exploring the possibilities of pur- : 
suing a tri-partite dialogue between Middle East Christians, Muslims and Jews. In | 
April 1974 representatives of these faiths were part of a five-sided world consul- | 


tation held in Colombo, Sri Lanka under WCC auspices to consider "Towards World 


Community: Resources and Responsibilities for Living Together". 


In Beirut the group will attend the regular meeting of the Department of Informa- 
tion and Interpretation for the Middle East Council of Churches' Service to Politi- 


cal Refugees. 


The 10-member team which went to Leningrad on April 20 will help to prepare the 

delegates to the WCC's Fifth Assembly representing the member churches in the USSR. 
Invited to the three-day preparatory meeting are delegates from the Russian Ortho- | 
dox, All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, Georgian Orthodox, 


Armenian Apostolic, and Lutheran Churches of Latvia and Estonia. 


Special attention will be given to the Section III theme: "Seeking Community - 
the Common Search of People of Various Faiths, Cultures and Ideologies". Also to 
the section on Christian unity. Following the meeting the team will visit Kiev, 


(more) 
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Riga and Moscow. 


Members of the WCC delegation, in addition to four staff members, are Dr. Heinz 
Held (West Germany), Archbishop G.O. Williams (Wales), Prof. Carl F. Hallenkreutz 
(Sweden), Canon John Arnold (UK), Mr. Bethuel Kiplagat (Kenya) and Mr. David John- 
son (USA). 


At the invitation of Korean Christians, the World Council is planning to send a 
delegation to Seoul in late May composed of Mr. William P. Thompson, stated clerk 
of the United Presbyterian Church (USA); Dr. Richard von Weizsacker, a member of 
the West German Parliament; an African and one or two WCC staff members. They will 
make special efforts to clarify the circumstances surrounding the arrest of the 


Rev. Kim Kwan Suk, general secretary of the National Council of Churches in Korea. 


In view of conflicting reports about the treatment of Kurds returning to Iraq under 
the amnesty recently extended into May, the World Council of Churches has received 
permission from Iraqi authorities to make a firsthand assessment of the actual situ- 
ation. Mr. Stanley Mitton, the WCC's emergencies officer, and Mr. Ninan Koshy of 
the staff of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) will 
make up the team, which hopes to visit refugee reception centres in the north. 
If successful, it would be the first international team permitted to make such a 
visits 

EPS 


CICARWS NAMES NEW REFUGEE COORDINATOR 


Geneva (EPS) - Miss Ruud van Hoogevest of the Netherlands joins the staff of the 
World Council of Churches in September as coordinator of refugee services in the 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS). Since 1965 
she has been with the World YWCA carrying special responsibility for refugee and 


rehabilitation services, development projects and international migration. 


Miss van Hoogevest's appointment was approved by the WCC Executive Committee at its 
meeting last week. In her new post she will coordinate a four-continent refugee 


programme totaling nearly $3 million. 


For six years Miss van Hoogevest was an official of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, working first in the Netherlands and later in Austria. Subsequently she 
joined the Christian Committee for Service in Algeria promoting a wide range of de- 


velopment projects. 
EPS 


No. 12 - 24th April 1975 4 


FIFTH ASSEMBLY SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED 


Geneva (EPS) - A Protestant theologian with a gift for making complex subjects 
understandable and relevant, an Orthodox priest working in Marseille, a Latin 
American bishop known for his evangelistic zeal and a natural scientist from Aus- 
tralia. These are some of the leading speakers for the Fifth Assembly of the World 


Council of Churches at Nairobi next November. 


Dr. Robert McAfee Brown, 54, a systematic theologian who feels a calling to teach 
religion to college students attending Stanford University in California (USA), 
has agreed to give the opening address on "Who is this Jesus Christ who frees and 
unites?" His speech promises to reflect the variety of contemporary theological 
voices and to suggest how the Church should understand and respond to Christ in 
his liberating, reconciling action today. In addition to being a major proponent 
of Protestant/Roman Catholic dialogue even before Vatican II, this United Presby- 
terian clergyman has played a leading role in anti-war demonstrations and in non- 


violent action on behalf of oppressed racial minorities in the USA. 


Father Cyrille Argenti, a 56-year-old Frenchman who heads a Greek Orthodox parish 
in Marseille, has been invited to give one of two companion lectures on Christian 
unity. On the basis of his participation in the Faith and Order movement and his 
knowledge of youth concerns, he will speak on how the unity of the Church and the 


unity of mankind are inseparably linked. 


Methodist Bishop Mortimer Arias, 50, of Bolivia will give the major address on 
Evangelism. Reactions are being invited from an Anglican, a Reformed and a Roman 


Catholic. 


For the plenary presentation on "Creation, Technology and Human Survival", biolo- 
gist Charles Birch, 57, of the University of Sydney faculty has been asked to speak. 
He is the first natural scientist to address a WCC Assembly. As vice-chairman of 
the Church and Society Department of the World Council since 1970, he gave leader- 
ship to its consultations on genetics and the quality of life, and science and 


technology for human development. 


Also imyited but still to be heard from is the well-known ecumenical theologian 
Prof. John Deschner of Dallas, Texas (USA), who has been asked to contribute to 


the Christian unity presentation. 


Among those invited to give formal reactions to plenary speeches are Metropoli- 
tan Paul Gregorios (Indian, Orthodox), Dr. Kosuke Koyama (Church of Christ in 


(more) 
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Japan), Mrs. R.R. Andriamanjato (Reformed of Madagascar), the Rev. John Stott (UK 
Anglican), Archbishop Samuel Carter (Roman Catholic Jamaican). Dr. Sylvia Talbot 
of Guyana will serve as moderator of the programme on "Women and the Changing 


World". 


Still to be chosen is the speaker for the plenary titled "From Shackles of Domina- 
tion and Oppression". 


EPS 


NON-SEXIST TERMS PROPOSED 

FOR WCC CONSTITUTION 

Geneva (EPS) - To eliminate sexist language in the constitution and rules of the 
World Council of Churches, the Executive Committee agreed last week to suggest the 
substitution of "moderator" for "chairman", the use of "people" in place of "men", 


and an alternative form of wording to avoid the use of "brotherhood". 


Final action will be taken by the Fifth Assembly in Nairobi, as a result of notice 


given by the Central Committee at West Berlin in mid-1974. 


The Executive Committee also agreed to ask a group of language experts to draw up 
some guidelines for eliminating sexist language from WCC speeches and publications, 
drawing on the guidance already provided by member churches and their publishing 
houses. And it approved a study planned by the Faith and Order Commission on "The 
Community of Men and Women" with special reference to symbols, images and language 


associated with the Deity. 


The action followed the receipt of a paper which stated: "The argument that words 
- such as brotherhood or fellowship include the whole community, male and female, is 

no longer acceptable to many women. Firstly, women have learned that the 'brother- 

hood" within the Church really is a brotherhood where women are often excluded 

from the decision-making process and from ordained ministry. Secondly, the use 

of male pronouns...reflects the powerlessness of the very women who have heeded 


Christ's call to freedom and make up a large portion of most congregations". 
Pp 8 


The functions of the WCC might therefore include the following: "to express the 
common concern of the churches in the service of human need, the breaking down of 


barriers between people, and the promotion of the human family in justice and peace". 


A letter of greeting will be sent to the UN-sponsored conference on International 
Women's Year to be held in Mexico in June. The text authorized by the Executive 
Committee expresses strong support for the IWY goals of equality, development and 


peace for women and men throughout the world. 
EPS 
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WCC PLEADS FOR INDOCHINA, CYPRUS PEOPLE; 

URGES NON-INVOLVEMENT OF FOREIGN FORCES 

Geneva (EPS) - The civilian populations of Indochina and Cyprus should have some- 
thing to say about what happens to their countries, and the wishes of the uprooted 
as to where they wish to settle should be respected, the World Council of Churches' 


Executive Committee declared at its semi-annual meeting here. 


The interim governing body of the WCC reiterated a previously expressed concern 
about "widespread violations of the Paris Agreement" on Indochina and appealed 
for strict observance of its provisions. The USA was encouraged "to resist pres- 


sures to provide further military aid to the Saigon government". 


The "misuse of displaced civilians, especially children," for political propaganda 
or military advantage was condemned in the Indochina statement. Refugees and up- 
rooted people should not be used as "pawns in negotiations or become the object 


of political exploitation", the statement on Cyprus warned. 


The Executive Committee stressed the urgent need for international assistance to 
enable people to resume normal life. It quoted the Fourth Geneva Convention on 
the protection of civilians in time of war which calls for endeavours to raise 
orphans and lost children in their own cultural tradition and cautioned against 
"over-emotional responses" which could circumvent carefully worked out procedures 
for inter-country adoption. The committee urged alternative child welfare efforts 
such as support for family reunification programmes and assistance to Vietnamese 


who care for lost or orphaned children. 


Welcoming the resumption of talks between Greek and Turkish Cypriots, the WCC urged 
parties "directly or indirectly involved" to refrain from imposing a settlement 
that disregards the real will of the Cypriot people themselves. The statement 
noted with "deep regret" that the UN request for the speedy withdrawal of all for- 


eign armed forces from Cyprus had not been heeded so far. 


The Executive Committee voted a two-year extension of the WCC Fund for Reconstruc- 
tion and Reconciliation in Indochina and approved a second $5 million target for 
the fund. At the same time, member churches were asked to continue supporting the 
work of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) 

in Indochina. 

Muriel Webb, executive director of CICARWS, reported an estimated two million refu- 


gees are in areas of the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG) and one million 


(more) 
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south of Saigon. She said air shipments from Europe of emergency medical supplies, 
dried milk and other basic aid materials are going forward to Indochina. Staple 
food and clothing are shipped by sea from Asian ports. Asia Christian Service, 
working through local and regional religious groups with whom CICARWS cooperates, 
is fully staffed and active in Danang and elsewhere. CICARWS' $1 million appeal 
in late March has brought more than $1,230,000 from church relief agencies, most 


of which has already been applied to the work in Vietnam. 


Highlighting continued good relations with the Roman Catholic Church, as expressed 


in a review of the forthcoming Fourth Report of the Joint Working Group, was the 


news that Pope Paul VI had made a gift of $10,000 to the World Council of Churches. 


The gift was made "in a fraternal spirit" and in view of the expenses for the 
Fifth Assembly and for the Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church 
and the WCC. Jan Cardinal Willebrands of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, wrote that a second $10,000 gift from other sources was on its 


way. 


The question of a common date for Easter will be reopened, largely on Vatican 
initiative, the Executive Committee was told. Member churches will be asked whe- 
ther they would observe the Sunday after the second Saturday in April as proposed 
by churches in England. The year 1977 was suggested as the earliest date when 


the proposal can be implemented should agreement be reached. 


The Finance Committee reported a balanced budget for 1974 and probably for 1975 
as well. It termed the 1976 deficit "potentially manageable" provided economies 
can be made, and suggested a radical review of WCC priorities by the Fifth Assem- 


bly is necessary. 
EPS 


EASTER GREETINGS TO CZECH PASTORS 


The Hague (EPS) - The Netherlands Reformed Church has sent a message of encourage- 
ment to Protestant pastors in Czechoslovakia who have been deprived of their work 


permits. 


Following its traditional practice of Easter rather than Christmas greetings, the 
Dutch letter read: "On the occasion of the mighty feast of the Resurrection, we 
greet our brethren near and far with one of the oldest confessions of the Chris- 
tian community: The Lord is risen indeed! It is from this confession that we 
live and in this spirit we also greet you whom we know to be in difficult circum- 
stances. 


"We...pray for the mysterious combination of courage_and unity, of frankness and 
meekness which are the secret of the Gospel. / Our_/ community is comforted by 

your perseverance and grateful for your testimony". Signing the letter were G. 

Spilt, president, and A.H. van den Heuvel, general secretary. 


nena 


No. 12 - 24th April 1975 8 


SPECIAL FUND GRANTS TOTAL $479,000 


Geneva (EPS) - A record sum of $479,000 was allocated from the Special Fund to 
Combat Racism upon the decision of the WCC Executive Committee meeting here last 
week. More than one-half this amount goes to liberation movements of Zimbabwe 


(Rhodesia), Namibia and South Africa. 


The 27 organizations receiving grants include 19 composed of racially oppressed 


people and eight "support groups" aiding victims of racial injustice. 


This brings to $1,529,000 the total amount disbursed from the Special Fund since 
it began operations in 1970. The money comes from the voluntary contributions of 
individuals, churches and groups. This year's total included grants from the 


governments of Sweden, Norway and Netherlands. 


Two grants of $83,500 each were made to the African National Council of Zimbabwe 
led by Bishop Abel Muzorewa and the South West African People's Organization (SWAPO) 


pressing for independence for Namibia. 


Grants fo $45,000 each went to the African National Congress and the Pan Africanist 


Congress of Azania, both doing political work in South Africa. 


Smaller sums were allocated for racially oppressed people's organizations in Latin 
America (Indians in Bolivia, Ecuador and Colombia), Asia (Koreans in Japan), Austra- 
lia (Aborigines), North America (Indians, blacks and Chicanos) and Europe (North 


Africans in France and immigrants in UK). 


Action on two applications was deferred pending receipt of additional information. 


These were Towards Racial Justice in UK and Anti-Apartheid Bewegung in Deutschland. 


A total of $57,000 went to eight support groups in UK, Netherlands, Switzerland, 
USA, Canada, Belgium and Japan. The majority of these conduct educational cam- 


paigns opposing apartheid in southern Africa. 


SPECIAL FUND TO COMBAT RACISM ALLOCATIONS FOR 1975 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


PermeeneNational Council” (Zimbabwe) >) ..0 eS. eS Soe aS 65 588 tt US $ 83,500 
* South West African People's Organisation (SWAPO), Namibia ...... say USSS? 835500 
African National Congress (South Africa) ...ssecesseccereccccccees US$ 45,000 

* Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (South Africa) ....... A Cee US 0 2245,000 
US $ 257,000 
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ASIA 


National Committee Combating Discrimination against 
Ethnic People (Japan) 


AUSTRALIA 


An Aboriginal Organisation working for economic 
meer crar TUst lice *( CO De same) o.\gctey siatete a e's cies ctetatee Cieeoleme nse ¢ 


LATIN AMERICA 


Centro de Coordinacion y Promocion Campesina 


OR RAC DORM C4 cl erent ec alo cia Ule's: sinua, ere © sists eicl's.'s1< 0's s0/eidstahaheie.s A ARE 
fmbabpura indianereasant Organisation (Ecuador) ....0s..ecseccveces 
Asociacion Nacional de Usuarios Campesinos - ANUC (Colombia) ..... 
Consejo Regional Indigena del Cauca CRIC (Colombia) ......... Rago 
NORTH AMERICA - USA 
Peer tcarsindianrMovement. (AIM). i... s/s ccscs sees cae cst Sone teensenens 
ERS ASDARNOCCS piss s/o arate 6s © ince) 0s ayn b 001d 18 0 6 * wile @ 1 '9 0 fle 0160 0 68 0.0.0 050 cee 
Peer eaeMinistrye= MISSISSLPPL wees cls b esis s sauces cee ccsssasecses oleae 
meee SOUtIern [neater <.'..% css ss ses «ss PFs tue n otpe cts stee eels «oes 
United Farm Workers Organizing Cormittee (UFWOC) .......sseeeseees 
EUROPE 
Comité des Travailleurs Algériens en France ...........- Riese pene atone 
Meecociation des Marocains en France (AMF) ....ccccscccsccccvccens é 
Collectif des Organisations Africaines en France .......eeeeeeeees 
Institute of Race Relations (IRR) - United Kingdom .......... Capers 


Support Groups 


Japan Anti-Apartheid Committee - Youth Section 


MAAC ete VAD AT iyaile df eiopslein oheaniopainansie wm olaisis <5 Beas te ats ts alskanc lnNel sacks inleuaie. seksi 
Toronto Committee for the Liberation of Southern Africa 
CLCESAC) A Ganada OS, FASS CPR. PERM POT Puseth Paahe Tiiwielele ciche Sais ae . 


Africa News Service and Southern Africa Committee, USA ........... 

Center for National Security Studies - Africa Project, USA ....... 

Aktie Komitee Zuidelijk Afrika (AKZA) and Comité contre le 
Colonialisme et l'Apartheid, Belgium .........eeeeeeeeee say enn eres 


_ Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAM), United KRaigdonlt,) totals ole nie bg, AAs rat 


Angola Committee, Mondlane Foundation, Anti-Apartheid 
Movement, Boycott Outspan Action, Netherlands ............ Riese dias 
Mouvement Anti-Apartheid Suisse, Switzerland .......... KLE otis 


* Movements which received grants before 
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WCC MEMBERSHIP SLATED 

TO REACH 280 AT NAIROBI 

Geneva (EPS) - If the Nairobi Assembly follows the recommendations of the recent 
Executive Commitee on new applications for membership, the total membership of the 


World Council by year's end will be 280 churches in more than 90 countries. 


Recommended for full membership are the Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean 
(60,000 members), the African Christian Church and Schools (30,500 members in Ken- 
ya) and the Cook Islands Christian Church (14,746 in Cook Islands, 12,000 addi- 
tional members temporarily in New Zealand Presbyterian Church). Each is invited 


to send one delegate to the Assembly. 


Seven other churches nominated for associate membership are Church of Bangladesh, 
Evangelical Methodist Church of Costa Rica, Methodist Church of Samoa, Protestant 
Church in Sabah, Malaysia, Disciples of Christ, Argentina, Punguan Kristen Batak, 


Indonesia, United Kingdom Branch of Cherubim and Seraphim Church. 


At the same time the Committee received word that the Moravian Church (Western Cape 
Province) and the Moravian Church (Eastern Province) have asked to be registered as 


only one church, thereby reducing the present WCC membership to 270. 
EPS 


DEVELOPMENT COOPERATIVE WILL 

LOCATE IN THE NETHERLANDS 

Geneva (EPS) - Difficulties experienced in obtaining Swiss work permits have led 
the World Council of Churches to decide to locate the Ecumenical Development Co- 


operative Society in the Netherlands. 


The society, created by the Central Committee last August, now has 31 members (13 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America) which have subscribed SFr 2 million ($800,000). 
Now that a decision on site has been made, a new appeal is due to go out soon en- 
couraging churches and church agencies to participate (minimum investment is SFr 


500). A goal of US$ 5 million was set by the Central Committee. 


The society will make loans for agricultural projects, housing, handicrafts and 
small businesses in communities that have not been able to raise the necessary capi- 
tal. Priority will be given to the transfer the power of decision-making to local 


groups of poor people. 


The first meeting of the founding members is scheduled for early autumn. 
EPS 
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TAIWAN BIBLE SEIZURES INFRINGE 
ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, WCC HOLDS 
Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches appealed this week to the government 


of the Republic of China for the release of Bibles confiscated last January. 


The Rev. Alan A. Brash, acting general secretary, in a cable to Premier Chiang 
Chin-kuo expressed deep concern about the seizures and said the WCC "considers 


the action a serious infringement of religious freedom". 


Officers of the Taipei garrison command entered the Bible Society's offices on 16th | 
January and confiscated 1,638 copies of a new romanized Taiwanese translation of 

the New Testament, a joint Roman Catholic/Protestant venture. Also seized were 

655 copies of the standard, also romanized, Bible (Old and New Testaments) used 

by the Presbyterian Church for the last 100 years. The value of the books is es- 
timated at US$9,000. 


Three days later police interrupted services at a Tayal (tribal) church and con- 
fiscated 20 copies of their recently published phonetic New Testament. On 20th 
February police in the town of Wufeng raided the printing depository of the Tayal 


New Testament. 


At issue is a 1958 policy of the Nationalist Government on Taiwan which, purporting 
to "unify the language and culture on the island", banned the Taiwanese Bible. 

When the Presbyterian Assembly protested this as a violation of the religious free- 
dom guaranteed by the constitution, the ban was not implemented but remained in 


force. 


There are 350,000 Roman Catholics and 300,000 Protestants on Taiwan. More than 


half of the Protestants are Presbyterians (175,000 members in 880 congregations). 


News of the confiscations was withheld from the public while the Presbyterian Chure 


of Taiwan and the Ecumenical Cooperative Council tried to persuade the government 


to rescind the ban on the Bible. Information from Taiwan now is to the effect that 
the government does not intend to reverse the action, and the Taiwan Presbyterian 
Weekly and the interdenominational Christian Tribune have informed readers of the 


government's seizure. 


The translation in question is a romanized rendition of Amoy Chinese spoken by more! 
than 80 per cent of the island's population. When the Government of the Republic 
of China was transferred to Taipei from the mainland in 1949, Mandarin Chinese or 
kuei-hwa and traditional Chinese character writing became official. Until this 


(more) 
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year, however, no action was taken to stamp out the use of the Taiwanese Bible. 


International and national bodies protesting the action of the Taiwan government 
include the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the National Council of Chur- 
ches (USA). The World Alliance cabled Premier Chiang on behalf of 142 member chur- 


ches. The National Council requested "immediate rectification of the situation". 
EPS 


TUNISIA DEVELOPMENT WORK 

PASSES INTO LOCAL HANDS 

Tunis (EPS) - Social service and development projects in Tunisia initiated 10 years 
ago by the Geneva~based Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) have recently been taken over by the indigenous Tunisian Association for 


Rural Development and Life (ASDEAR). 


In a ceremony here on April 17, Mr. Warner Conring as chairman of the Ecumenical 
Service in Tunisia expressed CICARWS' pleasure at being able to make this transfer 
of power. He said the World Council and its member churches wish to continue col- 
laborating with the new association, which will be able to strengthen relations 
with farmers and the rural population and in so doing respond to the development 


needs put forward by the Tunisians themselves. 


During the last 10 years CICARWS has carried out aid and development projects in 
Tunisia totaling about $2 million. The North African College of Medjez-el-Bab, 
realized with the cooperation of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization and the 


Tunisian Government, is soon to become a school for training agricultural engineers. 
EPS 


ARCHBISHOP HIERONYMOS INDICTED 


Athens (EPS) - The former primate of the Church of Greece, Archbishop Hieronymos, 

is among 104 persons indicted by the Athens Appeals Court on a charge of collabo- 
rating with and assisting the previous military dictatorship. If convicted, he 
would be guilty of high treason. Others in the group are all junta premiers, minis- 
ters and undersecretaries. The archbishop resigned in 1974 before the military 
regime fell. Many of his policies have been overturned by the Hoiy Synod of the 


Church and a new charter is being drafted. 
EPS 


No. 13 = ist May 1975 4 


NORTH AMERICAN ASSEMBLY DELEGATES 

BRIEFED ON ISSUES, ATTITUDES 

East Lansing, Michigan (EPS) - The tarnished image of Americans abroad was last 
week the object for diagnosis and therapy by nearly 150 North American church peo- 
ple who will go to the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Nairobi 


in November. 


Two staff members from the WCC's Geneva office were on hand to help delegates ap- 
praise the issues that are likely to surface at Nairobi and to consider the con- 


tribution North Americans can make to the discussions. 


The Rev. David M. Gill, executive secretary for the assembly, reported that a ma- 
jority of the 750 voting delegates will come from countries in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America, although 160 will be North Americans. The unfavourable image of 
North America, he said, derives from its political and economic power, and the out- 
moded attitude of paternalism exhibited towards churches in the "Third World" 


which have now outgrown their former mission status. 


Despite a feeling that WCC influence in North America is waning, Mr. Gill said 


Third World churches see the ecumenical movement growing in stature and strength. 


Dr. Konrad Raiser, a deputy general secretary of the Council, reviewed the pro- 
grammes and policies developed since the last assembly in 1968. He noted that 


the organisation has broadened its ecumenical base and concerns. 


"The dividing line between concerns of pure humanitarianism and political power 
movements becomes harder and harder to find", Dr. Raiser said. The tensions and 
polarities which exist in the secular world are reflected in ecumenical circles. 
The posture of the World Council has grown stronger in support of justice and 
human rights, he said. He predicted Nairobi would mark a turning point in terms 
of shifting attention from problems of Christian unity to issues of freedom and 


human need. 


In a keynote address the Rev. Manas Buthelezi, a black South African theologian 
once banned for his opposition to apartheid, said he received strength to perse- 


vere from the messages and prayers of Christians in other parts of the world. 


Noting that a large portion of the world's population live under circumstances of 
political and economic oppression which can be termed "death in a state of suspen- 
sion", Mr. Buthelezi said the worldwide fellowship of Christians is an important 
resource in the struggle of millions for freedom and justice. "The power of the 


Resurrection becomes evident when Christians rally in support of freedom for the 


oppressed", he said. 
. EPS 
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© OF THE SEA CONFERENCE 
ATTRACTS CHURCH OBSERVERS 
Geneva (EPS) - Delegates from 140 countries are presently struggling at the Palais 
des Nations here to draw up a treaty subdividing the ocean on an equitable basis. 
Now that the planet's land mass has been divided up primarily through military con- 


quest and colonization, the question of who owns the remaining 70% of the planet 


is crucial. 


Because of its interest in justice, the World Council of Churches is following 
closely the third UN Conference on the Law of the Sea. Joyce Hamlin of Washington, 
D.C. and Barbara Weaver of Columbus, Ohio, on loan from the Women's Division of 
the United Methodist Church (USA), are acting as observers for the WCC's Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA). Their report will go to the CCIA. 


Executive Committee in June for the guidance of churches and their agencies. 


A memorandum setting forth reasons for the churches' interest in this subject men- 
tioned the Hebraic practice of returning the land to common ownership every 50 
years. The Early Church held "all things in common". Yet the ideal of common 


ownership of the earth's resources has been difficult for humankind to embrace. 


Claims to the seabed have ranged from the centuries-old three to 12-mile limit to 
the latest claim by a USA multinational to 60,000 sq. kms. of the Pacific Ocean 


where it is searching for nodules rich in manganese, nickel and copper. 


Delegates in Geneva are now coming to a consensus on a "package deat". a 1z2-mLle 
territorial sea; a 200-mile "exclusive economic zone"; a possible extension of 
economic jurisdiction to the outer limits of the continental shelf; and the re- 
maining deepsea area to be the "common heritage" exploited under the auspices of 


an International Seabed Resources Authority. 


The churches are questioning whether the proposed division will be an equitable one. 
Will the interests of the developing world be protected? What about those states 
having no coastline? Will national jurisdiction over fisheries ensure that new 
coastal fishing operations provide more food for hungry people, or only serve the 


More lucrative US markets for pet food and fishmeal for cattle? 


Ecological questions, such as the need for a balanced marine environment to supply 


oxygen and weather conducive to food production, have also been raised. 


Church observers are also concerned that the superpowers pass no legislation and 


make no unilateral moves that would jeopardize an international treaty that would 


be equitable for all. 
EPS 
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JOINT "CATECHISM" STRESSES 
POINTS OF AGREEMENT 


London (EPS) - Publication of the English version of The Common Catechism: A 
Christian Book. of Faith has been hailed as an important landmark on the road to- 


wards Christian unity. 


Some 36 European theologians including Calvinists, Lutherans and Roman Catholics 
worked together to produce this joint statement of Christian faith. Chief editors 
were Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the Faith and Order Commission of the World 
Council of Churches, and Prof. Johannes Feiner, former adviser to the Vatican Sec- 


retariat for Christian Unity now director of the Paulus Academy in Zurich. 


The common ground occupies four-fifths of the book, indicating that the major dis- 
agreements which led to the Reformation are now a thing of the past. However, 


matters still in dispute are not glossed over. 


The catechism is not in question-and-answer form but is a smoothly flowing narra- 
tive of the action of God and Jesus Christ in history. God's gift and man's re- 
sponsibility are interacting themes. Man is God's co-creator in history; thus the 


Christian's involvement in the struggle for social justice. 


Working from the original German version published last year, John Cumming has 


edited the English edition for Search Press, London. 


Meanwhile from the USA comes word that Seabury Press will publish The Common Cate- 


chism this spring as a Crossroad Book. 
EPS 


FIRST CHURCH AIRLIFTS OF FOOD, 
MEDICINES REACH PRG AREAS 


Geneva (EPS) - First shipments of medicines and milk through the WCC's Commission 
on Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) destined for areas of 
Vietnam under the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG), have reached Hanoi 


and Vientiane. 


The shipments were assembled in Copenhagen and Paris. The planeload from the Dan- 
ish capital contained 5,100 kg of medicines and milk valued at $40,250. It was 
flown to Hanoi at the expense of the churches in the German Democratic Republic 

as part of their contribution to this relief effort. 


The second shipment from Paris to Vientiane was undertaken by CICARWS in coopera- 
tion with Roman Catholic groups and consisted of 9,250 kg valued at US$64,671. 
Also shipped were 377 kg of medicines at $21,720 which originated in Tubingen, Ger- 
many. Food and medicines valued at $276,641 are on the way to Haiphong from Hong 
Kong. Shipments in May, now being prepared by CICARWS, are estimated to reach a 
$800,000 value. 

EPS 
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PACIFIC ISLANDERS FEAR NEW 

NUCLEAR BUILD-UP IN AREA 

Suva, Fiji (EPS) - A warning that the United States was planning to build nuclear 
submarines on its west coast and station nuclear bombers on Tinian Island in Mi- 
cronesia was given by experts on nuclear weapons and strategy attending the recent 
Conference for a Nuclear Free Pacific. Such steps would mean a major escalation 


of the nuclear arms race with grave implications for the Pacific, it was stated. 


Some 88 delegates from 20 Pacific and two European countries participated in the 
weeklong conference here, which received assistance from the World Council of Chur- 


ches and other international organisations. 


Initially called to examine the problem of French nuclear testing on Mururoa Atoll, 
the conference broadened into a search for a nuclear-free Pacific treaty. It 
called on all Pacific countries to unite to prevent the continued use of the Paci- 


fic by the United States as part of its military and economic strategy. 


Pacific peoples and their environment continue to be exploited because Pacific 
Islanders are considered insignificant in numbers and inferior as people, the dele- 
gates said. "For these reasons, nuclear bombs were first used and continue to be 
tested in our region in blatant disregard of our expressed opposition, rather than 
in areas with large concentrations of white people", the conferees stated. Racism, 
colonialism and imperialism lie at the core of activities by the world's nuclear 


powers, they concluded. 
The present series of French nuclear bomb tests on Mururoa were also condemned. 


Conference findings and proposals were embodied in a "People's Treaty" appealing 
to the people as the real power to assert themselves and wrest control over the 
destiny of their nations from foreign powers. Governments of the Pacific nations 


were asked to support the treaty and work for its recognition and implementation 


im the Pacific. 
A separate resolution called on the Fiji Government to take the initiative in re- 
cognising the treaty. 


Chairperson for the conference was Amelia Rokotuivuna, director of the Fiji YWCA 


and an adviser to the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 
EPS 
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WCC DELEGATION VISITS GDR 


Berlin, German Democratic Republic (EPS) - Discussions with the Executive Board 

of the Federation of Protestant Churches in the German Democratic Republic chaired 
by Bishop A. Schonherr, which were held here April 21-22, marked the beginning of 
a two-week official visit by World Council of Churches' General Secretary, Dr. 
Philip Potter, to member churches and ecumenical bodies in the GDR, Poland and 
Hungary. Dr. Potter, who was accompanied by Mr. Pieter Bouman, Europe secretary 
of CICARWS (Inter-Church Aid), and Mr. Dwain Epps, executive secretary of the Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs, underlined the need for a full 
preparation both on the local and national levels for the Fifth Assembly to be 


held in Nairobi, November 23 - December 10. 


In the discussion special attention was given to further strengthening the rela- 


tionship between the GDR churches and the WCC in the period beyond the Assembly. 


Also discussed was the broader participation of Christians from the GDR in the 
regular programmes of the WCC through membership in committees, commissions and 
working groups. WCC programme emphases in the study and action programmes of the 


churches in the GDR were said to help broader participation. 


Dr. Potter and the General Secretary of the Federation of Protestant Churches in 
the GDR, Mr. Stolpe, were received by the GDR State Secretary for Religious Af- 
fairs, Mr. Hans Seigewasser, on April 22. The WCC delegation outlined some of 
the current concerns of the WCC in the field of human rights, social justice and 
the struggle for liberation, and stressed the important contributions being made 
by the GDR churches to the programmes of the WCC. Speaking about the Nairobi As- 
sembly, it emphasized that the Assembly is an important matter not just for dele- 
gates, or Church leaders, but as a major event in the life of the local congrega- 


tion. 


"There", Dr. Potter continued, "lies the strength of the ecumenical movement". The 
State Secretary congratulated the WCC for its continued efforts for peace and jus- 
tice and reiterated the importance of continuing and broadening ecumenical con- 


tacts between the GDR churches and the WCC. 
EPS 


CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER FOR ANGOLA 


Luanda, Angola (EPS) - The reappearance on January 1 of the Angolan Protestant news- 
Paper O Estandarte, after a silence of 14 years, brought joy to Christians all over 
the country. Started by Methodists in December 1933, it was for many years the 

only channel for circulating news of Christian activities within and outside the 
country. Then in 1961 when the war against Portuguese domination began the Direc- 
tor and Editor, the Rev. Gaspar d'Almeida, was arrested. Now released, he has re- 
‘sumed his directoral duties and will be working to make O Estandarte an expression 
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JUSTICE/PEACE ISSUES DISCUSSED 

DURING WCC MIDEAST TEAM'S VISIT 

Beirut, Lebanon (EPS) - A delegation from the World Council of Churches is pres- 
ently touring the Middle East to discuss with its member churches there the con- 
tribution they can make to promoting peace with justice. Thus far the delegation 
has been to Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. This week they are visiting Israel 


and the West Bank and will return to Geneva on May 4. 


In talks with church and political leaders the discussion has concentrated on such 
issues as the implementation of UN resolutions, the national rights of the Pales- 
tinians, Arab-Jewish coexistence, the Jerusalem question, Jews in the Arab world, 
Christian-Moslem-Jewish dialogue, and ways to promote understanding between Middle 
Eastern and Western Christians on the requirements of faith and Christian respon- 
sibility for the fulfilment of rights and the establishment of justice and peace 


in the Middle East. 


Members of the delegation are Dr. Leopoldo Niilus, director of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs; Dr. John B. Taylor, in charge of Christian- 
Moslem dialogue; Dr. Franz von Hammerstein, responsible for Christian-Jewish dia- 
logue; and Dr. William Weiler of the National Council of Churches (USA). For part 
of the trip they were accompanied by Mr. Gabriel Habib of the Middle East Council 


of Churches, which had invited the WCC to send a delegation. 


The team's visit to Lebanon was marked by a conversation with Yassir Arafat, chair- 
man of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), in which the WCC's support for 
national rights for Palestinians was reiterated and concern was expressed for peace 
With justice. Meetings were also held with Mr. Ghassan Tueini, former Minister 

of Education and Information; Dr. Yousef Sayegh, consultant to the Arab OPEC and 
chairman of the PLO planning council; and Dr. Nabil Sha'ath, who headed the Pales- 


tinian delegation to the UN General Assembly in November 1974. 


A hearing was arranged with a number of Palestinians deported from the occupied 
territories. Cases of Israeli violations of human rights through detention and 


torture were studied. 


In Egypt the WCC group called on Pope Shenouda III, Patriarch Sidarous of the Cop- 
tic Catholic Church and the Rev. Elias Makkar, head of the Coptic Evangelical 


Synod. 


They were received by the new Prime Minister of Egypt, Mr. Mamdouh Salem; the 
Speaker of Parliament, Mr. Sayyed Mere'i; and Mr. Tahseen Bacheer, official spokes- 


(more) 
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man for President Anwar Sadat. And they called on the Arab League. 


In Jordan the delegation saw refugee camps and projects administered by the Mid- 
dle East Council of Churches' Service Department. A meeting was organized with 
leaders of the Orthodox, Catholic and Episcopal churches including Archbishop 


Diodoros, Archbishop Simaan and Bishop Aql Aql. 


The Acting Prime Minister of Jordan received the team as did Mr. Ahmad Tougan, 


former Prime Minister and chairman of the Royal Committee on Jerusalem. 


While in Syria the group attended part of the Orthodox Palm Sunday service at the 
Patriarchal cathedral in Damascus and mee Patriarch Elias IV. The same day they 
viewed the remains of Kuneitra, a city destroyed prior to the Israeli withdrawal. 
A dinner was given them by the Deputy Foreign Minister, Dr. Rafi'i, and they con- 


ferred with Dr. George Jabbour, director of studies for the presidential office. 


Upon arriving in Lebanon the delegation met with the chairmen and staff of the 
Middle East Council of Churches, and had an extended discussion of the theologi- 
cal issues involved in the Middle East question with Metropolitan George Khodr 


of Mount Lebanon. 


Having visited Jewish synagogues in Cairo and Damascus, the team attended part 
of the Sabbath service in the Beirut Synagogue. They also had an opportunity to 


meet Dr. Hussaini, assistant general secretary of the World Islamic Conference. 


In all these encounters the team referred to WCC statements on the Middle East 
dating from the Central Committee of 1969 to the Executive Committee last month, 


which authorize the present trip. 
EPS 


AID TO EUROPE'S TROUBLE 
SPOTS DISCUSSED BY CEC 


Liebfrauenberg, France (EPS) - The situation in Cyprus and in Northern Ireland, 
as well as inter-church aid and European security, were considered by the joint 
meeting of the Presidium and Advisory Committee of the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) held 17th to 20th April near Strasbourg. 


The supreme body of CEC agreed to ask the churches to continue financial support 
to the Emergency Aid Fund for Northern Ireland. Some 280,000 francs have already 
been received. Joint action is envisaged with the European Bishops Conference 

of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Concern was expressed over "measures taken by those who try to prevent a democra- 
tic society" in Portugal. Telegrams "encouraging the search for a peaceful solu- 
tion" to the Cyprus situation were sent to Secretary General Waldheim and Arch- 
bishop Makarios. 

EPS 
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PREPARATORY MEETING FOR FIFTH ASSEMBLY FINDS AIM 

OF "ECCLESIAL UNITY" IS BASIC TO WCC WORK 

Leningrad (EPS) - Achievement of the ecclesial unity of Christians in the One, Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic Church was seen as fundamental to all activities of the World 
Council of Churches by delegates from USSR member churches and WCC representatives 


at the preparatory meeting for the Fifth Assembly, held in Leningrad April 21-24. 


In discussions of Assembly themes "What Unity Requires" and "Seeking Community - 
the Common Search of People of Various Faiths, Cultures and Ideologies", views ex- 
pressed a need for deepening ecumenical consensus on Baptism and the Eucharist. 
More work on agreement for the foundations of the mutual recognition of ministry, 


with future implementation in mind, is necessary, delegates said. 


Striving for community, it was stated, is the law of life. From the Christian point 
of view humankind has a common origin and salvation in Jesus Christ through the 

Holy Spirit embraces all people. Service to one's neighbour, seen as the command- 
ment of Christ, is a crucial element in the mission of His Church and a way towards 


cooperation with people of other religions and ideologies. 


Attention was drawn to the destructive effect of individualistic and egocentric 
trends in today's world, and the need was pointed out for concerted action at all 


levels to solve common human problems. 


While different cultures can enrich one another and are no obstacle to cooperation 
in service, Christianity cannot be identified with any secular ideology. The strength 
of the all-embracing love of God is expressed by communion in Christ which is free 


from syncretistic mingling. 


Consideration was given to the participation of the churches from the USSR in the 
WCC after the Fifth Assembly. Delegates of those churches expressed themselves as 
firmly espousing the church-affiliated character of the World Council as a council 
of Churches. The search for unity and service in the cause of peace and justice 


was seen to be among the priorities for the future. 


Present at the meeting were delegations of the Russian Orthodox Church, led by Metro- 
-politan Nikodim of Leningrad and Novgorod, member of the Holy Synod and Exarch of 
Western Europe; the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, led by 
General Secretary Alexei Bychkov; the Georgian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, led 
by Metropolitan Ilya of Sukhumi and Abkhasia; the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Latvia, represented by Pastor Robert Priede, member of the Synod. Attending for 


(more) 
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the World Council of Churches were the staff enainpeasene of the WCC's programme 
units - the Rev. Dr. Lukas Vischer, Faith and Witness; C.1I. Itty, Justice and Ser- 
vice; Brigalia Bam, Education and Renewal - together with the Rev. Dr. Stanley J. 
Samartha of the WCC's programme on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideolo- 
gies as well as representatives of WCC member churches in Western Europe, Africa 


and North America. 


Members of the local mosque and synagogue attended the session on seeking community 


as a common search among people of various faiths, cultures and ideologies. 
EPS 


MALAWI CHURCHES PLAN JOINT PROGRAMMES 


Blantyre (EPS) - Protestant churches in Malawi have drawn up a 14-point plan for 
joint action in witness, worship and work for Christ. A Committee on Church 
Union, involving the two Presbyterian synods, the Anglican diocese of Malawi and 
the Church of Christ, has been meeting since 1961 and the plan is the result of 
their work. It provides for priests and pastors to meet regularly for prayer 
and communion, joint Bible study, exploring possibilities for joint theological 
training, collaboration in the preparation of mixed marriage couples and making 


available church buildings to other churches if and when desired, 


The Malawi churches already collaborate in the work of the Christian Service Com- 
Mittee, a development agency in which the Roman Catholic Church participates, and 
the Christian Literature Association. "These two organizations help us to create 

a solid ecumenical spirit in Malawi", said the Rev. Victor Smith, acting general 
secretary of the Christian Council of Malawi. "Christians of all churches work 
together in them."’ The next step is to communicate the plan to "grass-roots Chris- 
Pzans", he said. 


EPS 


GREEK ORTHODOX PATRIARCH HOLDS 
TALKS WITH KING KHALED 


Jiddah, Saudi Arabia (EPS) - The fate of Jerusalem and the situation in the Middle 
East were the subject of talks held here May 7 by Mgr. Elias IV, Greek Orthodox 
Patriarch of Antioche with King Khaled ben Abdel of Saudi Arabia, This is the 
first time in history that a high Orthodox church dignitary has visited this spi- 


ritual center of the Islamic religion. 


The patriarch underlined the concern for Jerusalem that Christians share with 
other faiths and recalled that he had similar talks with the late King Faisal a 


year ago in Lahore. He stressed that Jerusalem should not be considered a tourist 


attraction but a living city "open to all believers". 
EPS 
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STRONG EXPRESSIONS FOR PEACE GIVEN 

WCC DELEGATION TO MIDDLE EAST 

Geneva (EPS) - The desire for peace was given equally strong expression on both 
sides of the Middle Eastern conflict to a World Council of Churches delegation in 
two weeks of discussion with church and political leaders in Egypt, Jordan, Syria, 


Lebanon and Israel. 


"The tragedy of the situation seems to be that each side believes the other is not 
committed to peace", said Dr. John B. Taylor, a member of the delegation which re- 
turned here May 4. He quoted an Arab politician who spoke of "the inevitability of 


peace" and said that this phrase conveyed best the "deepest aspirations" felt by all. 


Despite widespread fear of continuing war and violence and a sense of the growing 
isolation of the State of Israel, the team members found in most people they met a 
genuine desire for peace based on a just settlement with the Palestinians and based 


on mutual recognition of Israeli and Palestinian "peoplehood and statehood". 


In summarizing the trip, Dr. Leopoldo Niilus of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, said that positions on both sides were found to coincide more 
often than not in discussions on the national rights of Palestinians, Arab-Jewish 
coexistence, the Jerusalem question, Jews in the Arab world, and Christian-Moslem- 


Jewish dialogue. 


He said the talks reiterated the urgency of Western Christians beginning to under- 
stand what Middle Eastern Christians mean by requirements of faith and Christian re- 


sponsibility for the fulfillment of rights and the establishment of justice and peace. 


Members of the delegation in addition to Dr. Niilus and Dr. Taylor, who is in charge 

of Christian-Moslem dialogue, were Dr. Franz von Hammerstein, responsible for Chris- 
tian-Jewish dialogue, and Dr. William Weiler of the National Council of Churches (USA). 
They were accompanied for the first part of the trip by Mr. Gabriel Habib of the 

Middle East Council of Churches (see EPS No. 13). In Israel they were joined by the 
Rev. Coos Schonefeld, secretary of the Ecumenical Research Fraternity, which works 


for better Jewish-Christian theological understanding. 


Discussions in Israel were held with the Greek and Armenian Patriarchates, the Arab 
Episcopal Church, the Lutheran Propstei, the Middle East Council of Churches, the 
United Christian Council in Israel, the Israel Interfaith Committee, the Rainbow 
Group, and members of the progressive magazine "New Outlook", including its editor, 


Mr. Simha Flapan. 


(more) 
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On the government level, the team was received by the Foreign Ministry's Deputy 
Director Luria and Dr. Prato, in the Ministry of Religious Affairs by Dr. Klein 
and Minister Dr. Gideon Hausner. The group spent two hours with Jerusalem Mayor 
Teddy Kollek exchanging views on the status of the city. Similar talks were held 
with the Mufti of Jerusalem, Sheikh Alami, and with prominent West Bank leaders, 


including the Mayor of Hebron, Sheikh Jaabari. 


Human rights violations throughout the Middle East were the subject of talks with 
Mr. Haim Cohen, a High Court Judge, and Professor Israel Shahak of the Israel 
League for Human Rights. Frank discussions were held about difficult issues, in- 
cluding measures for preventing human rights violations and the pros and cons of 


"Shared sovereignty" in the city of Jerusalem. 
EPS 


CHURCHES OBSERVE 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF END OF WORLD WAR II 

Geneva (EPS) - Thirtieth anniversary observances of the end of World War II found 
churchmen in both German states honoring the memory of victims of fascism while 
calling for continued efforts to protect human rights in accordance with the United 


Nations declaration. 


A meeting on May 6 of church and public dignitaries at the Treptow War Memorial 

in Berlin highlighted an address by Bishop D. Albrecht Schoenherr, chairman of 

the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the German Democratic Republic. Chris- 
tians have a special task to strengthen the realization that war is not a solution 
of problems and that the only road to survival of humanity is the road of peace, 
Bishop Schoenherr said. It is intolerable that people because of the colour of 
their skin or because of poverty are held down: the "cold acceptance" of the 
death of millions by starvation should compel all to make greater sacrifices, he 


declared. The bishop urged greater efforts for peace, justice and cooperation. 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in the Federal Republic of Germany prepared 

a letter which was read from pulpits on Ascension Day, May 8. In it the Council 
pointed out the significance of observing the anniversary in connection with the 
religious meaning of Ascension. The after effects of the war continue in the lives 
of many people and not only in Germany, the Council declared. It called attention 
to violations of human rights in many countries, while humanity longs for peace and 


social justice. 
EPS 
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FRENCH SYNOD EXPRESSES CONCERN 

ABOUT NEW NUCLEAR CENTERS 

Carry-Le-Rouet, France (EPS) - Communicating the Gospel, the place of women in 
church and society, and the danger of nuclear centers were subjects of lively de- 
bate at the 68th national synod of the Reformed Church of France held May 2-4 


near Marseille. 


Repetitive transmission of the Gospel, of doctrines and tradition is not true com- 
munication, participants in the synod said in a message. On the contrary there 
must be "innovation" and a novel and up-to-date interpretation of the actual word. 
Noting that the church will initiate a study on sexual ethics and the family in 
the next two years, the synod questioned the image of women in the church as pre- 
sented in liturgies, catechism, sermons and in the press. Women must not be dis- 
criminated against, and should have access to decision-making positions on all 
levels of the church. The synod urged that the Reformed Church in France find 
appropriate ways of expressing solidarity with women, particularly those who are 


restricted because of their participation in women's liberation movements. 


The synod viewed with anxiety the construction of nuclear centers and asked the 
Protestant Federation of France to urge the authorities not to build new plants 
without thorough investigation of safety factors and environmental concerns and 


only after "having given accurate information and consulted the people”. 
EPS 


FOUR AFRICAN NATIONALISTS 
TO FACE TRIAL IN RHODESIA 
Umtali, Rhodesia (EPS) - Four leading African nationalists have been arrested, 


charged with recruiting guerrillas for the liberation movement in Rhodesia. 


The four are Percy Mkudu, a former member of Parliament for the moderate and mul- 
tiracial Centre Party, Moven Mahachi, who runs a cooperative farm in the Inyanga 
border area, Maurice Nyagumbo and John Mutasa, both former political detainees 

and influential members of the African National Council which is headed by Metho- 


dist Bishop Abel Muzurewa. 


Conviction on the charges carries the mandatory death penalty. A wave of deten- 
tions recently has demonstrated the fear of Rhodesian authorities of intensified 


guerrilla warfare following unsuccessful political negotiations. 
EPS 
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EVANGELIZATION CAMPAIGN IN KINSHASA 

COUNTS 330 CONVERSIONS IN 11 DAYS 

Kinshasa, Zaire (EPS) - The evangelization campaign undertaken in this capital city 
by the Church of Christ in Zaire has already borne fruit. Some 330 persons have 
been converted since the start of the drive which was authorized by the Third Na- 
tional Synod of the church under the theme "Recourse to the Bible for Authentic 


Christianity. 


Pastor Makanzu Mavumilusa, national evangelist and director of the Department of 
Evangelism and Life of the church, said the campaign is well on the way to attain- 
ing its objectives: to make Christians aware of their responsibilities to each 
other, to society and the nation; to reawaken "their first love in God" in those 


who have lost its; and to gain new converts to Jesus Christ. 


The Church of Christ in Zaire is planning in the next two years nine regional evan- 
gelization campaigns together with seminars for pastors and laity. In the course 
of the present four-month campaign, each of the 200 places of worship in Kinshasa 
will be involved in a variety of meetings and rallies. Pastor Makanzu has charac- 
terized responses in the parishes as very encouraging. He plans to extend now 
the campaign to Bandundu Province, some 300 km east of the capital. 

EPS 
PERMANENT WORKING GROUP FOR WOMEN MIGRANTS 


Noordwijkerhout, Netherlands (EPS) - The Churches’ Committee on Migrant Workers at 
its third assembly May 5-9 in the Netherlands decided to establish a permanent work- 
ing group to study the rights of women migrants and to bring specific recommenda- 


tions for action to the next assembly in November 1976. 


The recommendations will be based on case studies of underprivileged women migrants, 
and unsatisfactory health services at present available for them. Better living 
and employment conditions, concern for maintaining respective religious traditions 
and educational facilities for both adults and children of migrants will also be 


advocated. 


The next assembly will not feature special speakers but concentrate on drafting pri- 
orities in the field of migrant support. The continuation committee of the Migrant 

Workers Consultation will be asked to send six migrant workers to the assembly. The 
Dutch National Committee was requested to organize a working party of key journalists 
and mass media specialists to evaluate material and information on racist issues. A 
small group was appointed to study the European Economic Community (EEC) in relation 


to migration and to recommend lines of action. 
RPS 
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ROLE OF U.S. CHURCHES AT FIFTH ASSEMBLY 
DISCUSSED BY AMERICAN DELEGATES 


New York (EPS) - The role of American church bodies in global perspective will come 
into a new focus at the World Council of Churches’ Fifth Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya, 
November 23 to December 10. 


American churchmen, involved in preparations for the Nairobi Assembly, noted at a 
recent conference in East Lansing, Michigan, that the history of the WCC closely 
parallels that of the United Nations in a number of respects. Their origins were 
formalized at nearly the same point in history, after prolonged struggles by pre- 
decessor movements. 


Both the WCC and the UN, in their earlier years, had strong support and leadership 
from American sources, and both now are faced with growing criticism and declining 
influence in the broad context. This situation, which is viewed by some in each 
case as "the price of success", has not met with universal acclaim among the re- 
spective constituencies. 


Delegations from North America, scheduled to participate in the Nairobi meeting, ex- 
pressed a need for a revised posture to deal with "third world" issues. Represen- 
tatives of the WCC's Geneva office pointed out that "third world" delegations will 
have a voting majority over the western churches which in earlier assemblies were 
dominant. 


The tendency of the newer churches, these observers predicted, will be to regard 
western church delegations as leaning toward political and economic policies which 
they regard as inconsistent with their concepts of justice and freedom. North Ameri- 
can churches will have about 150 votes (18 from Canada) out of an assembly total of 
m0 4 


Americans who will attend the assembly expect that the turn of events in Southeast 
Asia will affect a general attitude toward American views. But the Rev. Dr. David 
Gill, of Australia, who is executive secretary for the assembly, said there is a 
more deep-seated displeasure by "third world" church leaders toward what is thought 
to be a paternalistic posture by the denominations of the West. There has been dit> 
ficulty in eliminating feelings which have developed through many years of "mission 
relationships", despite an almost complete change in official policy, the discus- 
sion in East Lansing revealed. 


Christian church bodies in Africa, Asia and elsewhere, have organized themselves 
to be independent and autonomous in contrast to their former status as "missions", 
reliant upon "mother churches" for leadership in establishing policies, practices 
and forms of expression. Encouragement for the change has come generally from the 
sponsoring churches and agencies. Financial subsidies, “however, have continued to 
be needed in many situations, often resulting in misunderstandings. 


The Nairobi Assembly will be the first, according to Dr. Gill, in which the voting 
strength will be greater in the churches of Asia, Africa and the Oceanic Island 
countries, than in combined totals for Western European and North American churches. 


Dr. Konrad Raiser, of Germany, who is deputy general secretary in the WCC's Geneva 
office, told the American delegations it is important to recognize that in broaden~ 


ing its ecumenical base, the Council must encompass the major human involvements of 
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the "whole inhabited earth". The dividing line, he said, "between concerns of pure 
humanitarianism and political power becomes harder and harder to find". 


Dr. Raiser pointed out that tensions and polarities which exist in the secular 

world are reflected in ecumenical circles and the issues which are raised thereby 
must be dealt with. The posture of the WCC continues to grow stronger in support 

of justice and human rights. In turning its attention to the basic issues of free- 
dom and human need, Dr. Raiser said, the WCC has reached a turning point which de- 
parts significantly from the traditional pursuit of unity through theological debate. 


Present for the preparatory deliberations in East Lansing was the Rev. Dr. Manas 
Buthelezi of South Africa, who has been on a teaching assignment at Wesley Seminary 
in Washington, D.C. Dr. Buthelezi said the world-wide fellowship of Christians is 
an important resource in the struggle for freedom and justice in which millions of 
"third world" citizens are engaged. 


A large proportion of the world's population, Dr. Buthelezi said, lives under cir- 
cumstances of political and economic oppression which can be described only as "death 
in a state of suspension". Those who participate or support measures which oppress 
people, must be regarded in that light, he said, while those who "witness to the 
power of the Resurrection of Christ are, in fact, liberators who bring release from 
the fear of death". 


Although some in the East Lansing meeting indicated they felt the WCC has suffered 
decline in its influence in the U.S., Dr. Buthelezi said the opposite is true in 
the "third world" countries. He warned Americans who will be attending the WCC 
assembly that a vote for law and order may not always and everywhere be consistent 
with their declarations of faith. Legislation and justice do not always coincide, 
he said. There are places where the Christian's basic proclamation, "Christ is 
Lord" would be found treasonous, dangerously subversive and criminal, he said. 


There appears to be enthusiasm among the American delegations for the assembly 
theme, "Jesus Christ Frees and Unites", which was expounded at the East Lansing 
meeting by Dr. William Lazareth, of Philadelphia, a Lutheran theologian. The theme, 
Dr. Lazareth said, forces such questions as these: frees whom? for what? from 
what? The claim that-Christ also unites, Dr. Lazareth said, needs elaboration on 
such points as "unity with whom and against whom". 


The American delegation to the assembly will have more minority representation than 
at previous assemblies, and more women. Separate caucuses of the women and black 
delegations have been held in preparation for their participation. About 80 per 
cent of the assembly delegates will be attending such an ecumenical conference for 
the first time. 

EPS 


COUNCIL OF CHURCHES PROPOSED IN ETHIOPIA 


Addis Ababa (EPS) - The formation of a Council of Churches to facilitate inter- 
church cooperation in Ethiopia was proposed here at a seminar on "Christians and 
Socialism". The proposal will be submitted to the Evangelical Church Mekane Ye- 
sus, the Ethiopian Orthodox Mission, the Roman Catholic Church and the Meserete 
Kristos (Mennonite) Church. All four church bodies were represented at the semi- 
nar. 

EPS 
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Education for a true understanding of mission is an essential task for 
churches in the West. The Ecumenical Council of Finland attempted to 
come to grips with this problem and organized in March a seminar, in 
which 50 participants from Orthodox, Catholic, Lutheran and Free Chur- 
ches discussed current problems of integrating mission into the church. 
The seminar, not surprisingly, revealed a variety of opinions —- in- 
cluding some outdated attitudes; participants finally agreed on some 
priorities for future work with education for mission, which are given 


in the summary of discussions in: this issue. 


It is not generally known that Cuba for some time has had diplomatic 
relations with the rest of the world, excepting the United States and 
some Latin American countries. The changing attitude toward Cuba is 

also reflected in the life of the churches in the island nation. Ex- 
cerpts from a recent account of the churches' position in a system that 
makes no effort to hide its atheistic orientation is given in this issue. 
It reveals changes which reflect an awareness of each other's contribu- 


tion to society by both church and state. 
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EDUCATION FOR MISSION 
AND NEW PRIORITIES 


When a team of people from Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe visited Canada 
last year with a view of discovering what mission in Canada is, they were often 
asked: "Tell us how it's going over there", or "Tell us what we can do for you". 
The understanding of mission in the West has very often been limited geographi- 
cally to "people out there" and it has been limited in content to conversion in 

a very narrow and individualistic sense. This has been disastrous from at least 
two points of view: 1) it has fostered attitudes of superiority and racism on 

the part of Western Christians and 2) it has been an obstacle to self-understand- 
ing on the part of the churches in the West. Therefore education for a true un- 


derstanding of mission is an essential task for churches in the West. 


The Ecumenical Council of Finland, in an attempt to come to grips with this prob- 
lem, took the initiative in organizing a seminar on education for mission in Fin- 
land in March of this year to which representatives from other Scandinavian coun- 
tries were also invited. About 50 participants from Orthodox, Catholic, Lutheran 
and Free Churches were present. The great Orthodox Church has recently engaged 

in a mission enterprise in Uganda. The integration of mission into the church 

has been a problem in many Western countries including Finland. Therefore this 
seminar deliberately brought together people from all levels of the church: church 
leaders, church workers from regional and congregational levels along with mission 


executives. 


The geographical limits set to the mission concept for the West were challenged 
by one of the speakers at the seminars, Tarekegn Adebo of Ethiopia. "If we look 
back at the cradles of Christianity...we find that Jerusalem and Judaea need re- 
evangelization. Heathendom, once a distant target, has come to the doorstep of 
the Western Churches." The content of mission was clearly dramatized in the life 
of Jesus Christ, said Adebo, thus rejecting any narrow limitation of the mission 


concept in content. 


Even though mission-in-six-continents has been widely accepted theoretically in 
the West, still a very large proportion of all mission information deals exclu- 
sively with people in Africa, Asia and Latin America since mission information 

is produced mainly for fund-raising purposes. This reinforces the understanding 
that mission has nothing to do with, for instance, Finland or Sweden. This orien- 
tation showed in the seminar. Again and again Adebo reminded the participants 


(more) 
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that they had slipped back into thinking in terms of mission "out there" and asked 


them what they thought about mission in "darkest Europe". 


Even though mission information is dominated by information about the southern 
hemisphere, still very few from Africa, Asia or Latin America are involved in the 
actual production of such mission material. To sensitize the participants of the 
seminar to what it means to be object of information, a very nasty example of a 
mission film - now fortunately out of use - was shown. The film, which was on 
health care, projected an image of the missionary as a white angel serving an 
endless line of people wracked with diseases which distorted their bodies in the 
most dreadful ways. Adebo's immediate reaction in the discussion which followed 
was helpful for the process of critical reflection. "To show a series of pictures 
like this is to assasinate my people. With the same technique I could easily pro- 
ject a very distorted picture of Sweden. If I, for instance, took a film from one 
of those old people's homes you have, I could destroy the image of Sweden in no 


time 0" 


To help participants in the seminar to have a realistic picture of those with whom 
they want to communicate, the seminar heard the findings of a sociologist of re- 
ligion who had explored the attitudes to mission typical of people who are rather 
alienated from church and mission. Since mission information is part of religious 
instruction in Nordic countries, much mission information material is aimed at 
those groups which are not actively involved in the church. One of the questions 
in the questionnaire used in this research asked the respondents to indicate what 
they felt were the most important motivations for contemporary mission work. 74% 
thought that important motivations were: a desire to fulfil the mission command- 
ment of Christ, and a desire to participate in the development towards a spiri- 
tually and materially improved world. But it was a sobering fact for the mission 
educators in the seminar that as many as 58% agreed that a desire to spread western 
civilization to the uncivilized masses of the developing countries was the prime 


motive. 


After this first stage in the seminar, where the participants were encouraged to 
engage in a process of critical reflection on the purpose, content and result of 
mission information, the seminar divided up into sub-groups. The assignments for 
the groups were to identify major difficulties and dangers in mission information; 
secondly, to formulate some positive principles for mission information; and, 
thirdly, to implement these ideas by producing an outline for some kind of educa- 
tional material on mission. 
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At a later point an evaluation was made of the results of the groups. Some of the 


presentations provoked rather heated debates, not least on the question of cul- 


tural imperialism. Opinions ranged from those for whom the problem was how to 


find arguments to convince others that all accusations of cultural imperialism 


are without any grounds whatever to those on the other hand who, with Tarekegn 


Abedo, felt that "mission in some cases was a joint conquest for Christ and home 


culture". 


In spite of the fact that the debate revealed a variety of opinions within the 


group, the seminar finally agreed on some priorities for future work with educa- 


tion for mission: 


1. 


Mission information should show respect for people of other cultures. It 
should describe real life (i.e. not only certain aspects that "pay off" in 


mission support). It should change attitudes to people of other cultures. 


Mission information should always include one's own people (i.e. to get away 
from the idea of mission "out there", examples should always be sought not 


only from Ethiopia but from both Ethiopia and Finland, or Namibia and Finland). 


The reciprocal aspect should be emphasized (i.e. there are lessons to be 
learnt from other situations on other continents. Testimonies, songs, prayers 


from churches in other continents should be included as frequently as possible.) 


Information should come to the public from representatives of the country it- 
self. Ethiopians should be informants about Ethiopia, Namibians about Namibia, 


etc. as far as possible. 


Mission in one's own surroundings in Finland, Sweden, etc. should be taken 


seriously in information work. 


Was the seminar worthwhile? Well, that depends on the last stage in the seminar: 


the implementation in the daily work of the church in Finland and its Scandina- 


vian neighbour countries of the principles finally agreed upon. There are already 


indications that this has begun. 


Ingrid Eckerdal 
Secretary, 


Education for Mission CWME 
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SOCIAL ECUMENISM IN CUBA 


...During the fifteen years of the Revolution problems between the churches and 
the state have apparently arisen when religious leaders covered up or directly 
participated in activities proscribed by law, or used the church as an instrument 
to evade the law, or as a screen to hide counter-revolutionary militancy. 


At the beginning, the Revolution evidently had prejudices against the work of 
Christian churches; the churches had not begun the process of thinking through 
and clarifying their specific mission (in a revolutionary situation). Then, too, 
the church was prejudiced against a government which declared itself to be Marx- 
1 es 


Fortunately, these prejudices are beginning to be overcome by both sides. The 
Revolution, for its part, is admitting that the transformation of a people and 
the construction of a new society can be accomplished with the participation of 
Christians who are part of the people. Christians, for their part, are begin- 
ning to recognize that the church has new opportunities for service which it had 
not seen before. Though these Christians are only a minority of the church mem- 
bers, they see the need to understand a mission within a socialist system; they 
feel the imperative to adjust to the new situation in their country. They are 
beginning to understand that the mission of the church must be carried out in a 
socialist system; that they have not been called to preach only under the cir- 
cumstances of a capitalist system; and that the Cuba of today is the place where 
God has called them to proclaim that new Kingdom about which Christ spoke. 


...The Cuban system is Marxist-Leninist, as Prime Minister Fidel Castro defined 
it some years ago....It is a system that makes no effort to hide its atheistic 
orientation... «. 


A Cuban Presbyterian pastor said to me: "Before the Revolution our churches prayed 
fervently for the disappearance of injustice, poverty, hunger, malnutrition, and 
sickness, and even took up offerings to buy clothing and medicines. Now that we 
have a government which is working to end these evils, we don vtilike- it. ose 


The Methodist Church in Cuba 


...The Methodist Church has eight districts and...a total of 75 organized churches 
and 40 congregations (unorganized as churches). There are 60 pastors...and the 
average total attendance at Methodist churches is estimated at 2gGOO:. stars 


Compared to its status at the beginning of the Revolution the Methodist pastorate 
is completely new. The church is discovering the experience of a faith which is 
constantly renewing itself and is also finding new meaning to its presence as a 
witness of Jesus Christ.... 


The crisis in the church should not be interpreted as a sign of decadence or per- 
secution but the struggle to be the church in a new situation for which it was 
not prepared....Some sectors of the church still do not accept the Revolution as 
an irreversible process which has transformed society at its roots and brought 
forth a new situation. 


Part of the problem which led to the crisis was caused by church leaders, Appar- 
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ently the situation that pastors had been prepared for was far different from the 
Situation that began to prevail in Cuba after January 1959. Church leaders de- 
cided to leave Cuba when they were most needed. Among those who left were almost 
all the Methodist pastors in responsible positions plus those who felt they could 
not live in Cuba under a system for which they were not prepared, especially when 
personal interests were at stake.... 


Young ministers are now directing local churches. At the time of the Revolution 

they were either students at Matanzas Seminary, licentiates, lay preachers or in- 
dividuals who assumed the leadership of churches that were left without pastors. 

Women who were studying Christian Education were ordained ministers and a number 

of them are serving as pastors... 


Crisis arose over ideological polarizations. Just as many other Latin American 
churches, the Cuban church lacked a clear idea of the relationship between faith 
and ideology. The members became confused when they could not distinguish Chris- 
tian from other ideological alternatives. That is to say that previously the mes- 
sage had been preached as one that was clearly committed to a certain ideology; 
when a new ideology emerged they felt that their Christian faith was endangered. 


In that situation they were unable to realize that a change in ideological focus 
was not a threat to the church but rather an invitation for them to reconsider 
their attitude toward reality and take a new look at what was no longer in keep- 
ing with actual conditions or with Christian precepts so long proclaimed. An 
ideology could be a means given by God, in the words of St. Paul, "to understand 
the mystery of Christ". 


The lack of proper study of the Scriptures resulted in senseless divisions in the 
church which quenched important aspects of the faith, such as a witness to truth, 
love and justice, while bitterness, resentments and rigid attitudes emerged which 
made it impossible to announce the true gospel. Now...these sharp divisions are 
being healed and, although ideological tendencies still differ, apparently people 
have learned to listen to and accept each other to a high degree. 


There was crisis because the people were suffering from the effects of the eco- 
nomic and political blockade imposed on Cuba. In its early stages the blockade 
was a hindrance to the survival of the people and the country. The church, as 
part of the people, suffered similar consequences and limitations; economically 
it lost its aid from abroad, theologically it was cut off from the rich intellec- 
tual currents in Christian thought that have arisen in Latin America during the 


last decade. 


The economic problem has been solved. The Cuban Methodist Church, like others of 
the continent, had been highly dependent on the United States church, but that re- 
lationship was changed several years ago. When U.S. aid was cut the Methodist 
Church with a monthly budget item of $11,000 for pastoral support received $7,000 
of it from abroad. The Cuban church was unable to meet its financial responsi- 
bilities and entered a crisis. According to the bishop, there was a point when 

it seemed that no stewardship method could overcome the economic crisis; only 


faith could give the answer. 
Local churches made a positive response and within a short time they began to 
operate with a budget surplus. They were able to help other denominations still 


unable to overcome their own crises. Presently the Cuban Methodist Church has a 
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budget of $165,000 which it is well able to meet. Theologically speaking, local 
churches are isolated. They cannot get the wide variety of literature that is 
now circulating in Latin America including Sunday School materials and church mu- 
SLGe 


The crisis has led to the birth of a new church with a faith that is continually 
being renewed. Christians are just beginning to realize after fifteen years of 
Revolution the need to understand the situation in which they live. They...under- 
stand now that it is not possible to be a Christian without relating faith to the 
social, economic and political reality of the country. One may or may not agree 
ideologically with the Revolution, but the church is doomed to disappear if it 
does not show a responsible awareness of its historical context. 


In other words, the Cuban church lives with a conflictive faith, faith that en- 
tails struggle and creativity....The Cuban Methodist Church is just beginning, 
perhaps in a timid, gradual and subtle way, to achieve a very different faith 
from the bourgeois faith of fifteen years ago....This church is living an updated 
faith, is learning to pray and is praying more than ever before.... 


Lay participation is extensive in the church and there is an abundance of good 
will, sacrifice, love and community concern. Bishop Redriguez reported to the 
Annual Conference that "the most encouraging and glorious happening was the way 
in which all the church responded with a constructive dynamism through a deeper 
search for God and devoted willingness to assume greater responsibilities". 


Perhaps many still see the church as a refuge, an escape from reality, or a coun- 
terrevolutionary instrument, but the days of such ideas are numbered, at least 

in the Methodist Church....Increasingly the church feels the need to act with 
flexibility, to be open to new and perhaps unexpected situations, but to accept 
them as God-given opportunities. The following paragraph from Bishop Rodriguez's 
annual report exemplifies good will toward the Revolution and its leaders: 


"With joy we observe that our church this year also has increased its in- 
volvement and participation in the world around it. It was the Methodist 
Church that assumed the initiative in the CIEC plan for aid to North Viet- 
nam's reconstruction, and a large number of our pastors have volunteered 
to work in Vietnam for a year. Some of them helped cut cane with a group 
from Matanzas Seminary and others worked in the cane harvest in Camaguey." 


The theme for the Methodist Church for the present year is "Prayer and effective 
witness", The Cuban Church will hold its next quadrennial General Assembly August 
PaO? 9, a1 97.5: 


Other Churches 


In my understanding, the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Cuba was somewhat better 
prepared than the Methodist Church for revolutionary change. A smaller percen- 
tage of its pastors have left the island. Among its members are people who had 
an ideological and theological clarity even before the Revolution began. 


The Episcopal Church is undergoing internal crisis which I attribute to its rigid 
structure, the infallibility of its leaders and the resulting polarization of the 


pastors. 
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The Baptist Churches have had some bitter experiences due to their great depen- 
dence on churches in the U.S. 


The Catholic Church started off in the Revolutionary era by opposing the regime. 
After eight years of an anti-government attitude the church was silent for seven 
years. Church-state relations have recently improved following the visit of a 
papal delegate whom the Revolutionary government received with great attention. 
The Catholic Church publicly expressed its gratitude for the delegate's warm re- 
ception. 


Each church has had its individual experience; each has looked for ways to meet 
its new situations; and each has had the participation of its members as they 
awake to the potential of a church always undergoing change as it performs its 
mission. 


Worthy of special mention is the Council of Evangelical Churches of Cuba (CIEC) 

to which most of the Protestant denominations in the country belong. In Novem- 

ber 1973, 117 delegates (104 official, 4 from observing churches and 9 fraternal 
delegates) participated in the 25th annual assembly of CIEC. The assembly made 

the following statement of support of the Cuban Revolution: 


"We, the delegates to the 25th Annual Assembly of the CIEC, recognizing 
the need to define the CIEC objectives in relation to the Cuban Revolu- 
tion declare that: 


I, (1) The Revolution is an irreversible process that has transformed 
the structural roots of Cuban society and has given birth to a 
new, more humane and more just society. 


(2) This socialist process has been consolidated through the out-— 
standing efforts of our people, who have willingly sacrificed 
their best youth in order to preserve their accomplishments. 
This is worthy of our admiration and total support. 


(3) This proletarian society, with its emphasis on creative work, 
education for everyone, public health, the new man and social 
justice, offers Christians the opportunity to participate fully 
in the enormous task of building socialism in Chile. 


(4) Independent of whatever doctrinal or ideological differences 
we may have regarding this process, we recognize these achieve- 
ments which benefit our whole society. 


II. (1) We declare our allegiance to the Cuban Revolution and our com- 
mitment to participate actively in the construction of this new 
society. 


(2) CIEC is established as a channel for conscientization of the 
churches and as a vehicle for action to express a new social 
ecumenism in which the churches may find their meaning of mis- 
sion as church along with their responsibility to society." 


The Rev. Jacinto Ordonez 


The Rev. Jacinto Ordonez is Bishop of the Evangelical Methodist Church of Panama 
and Executive Secretary of the Latin American Association of Theological Schools 
(ALET), Northern Region. 


Translated by James and Margaret Goin 
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LOST CHILDREN IN ETHIOPIAN DROUGHT 

AREAS REUNITED WITH FAMILIES 

Addis Ababa (EPS) - An interreligious Ethiopian relief agency has launched a pro- 
gramme designed to reunite children lost in the flight from famine areas with 


their parents or nearest surviving relatives. 


The Christian Relief and Development Association of Addis Ababa, whose predeces- 
sor agency founded in 1973 had engaged in emergency relief measures, will concen- 
trate on long term projects. The reuniting of families is one of the most urgent 


needs. 


During the height of the drought-induced famine, many children were housed in 
camps in which international organizations in cooperation with local institutions 
undertook the feeding of starving people. A pilot project a year ago found that 
of 1,455 stray children registered in one district, 350 had no close relatives 


Leki. 


An experimental programme for locating homes for lost children in July last year 
in the hard-hit province of Wollo succeeded after only a few weeks in placing 120 


of these children with 103 families. 


Chairman of the Christian Relief and Development Association is Berhe Beyene, fi- 
nance director of the Evangelical Mekane Yesus Church. Deputy chairman is a Roman 
Catholic priest, Father Kevin Doheny. The children's project, already involving 
every camp for victims of the famine, is directed by Girmay Berhie, a young 
Ethiopian sociology student who coordinates the efforts of 13 other students, and 


a Roman Catholic nun, Sister Mary Mansfield of Kansas City. 


Most orphaned children are found in the provinces of Wollo and Tigre. In Wollo 


alone 200,000 people starved to death at the height of the drought. 


The Christian Relief and Development Association works in close cooperation with 
the Ethiopian Government. Children are entering orphanages only after an exhaus- 
tive search process in districts and villages concerned finds no surviving rela- 


tives. 


One of the long range goals of the CRDA is the formation of rural cooperative so- 
cieties to promote and strengthen community and family life. Development projects 
should be based on reunited, self-supporting and estended family structures and 
will include the building of schools, medical care stations, and improved water 


supplies, CRDA leaders have stated. 
EPS 
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SODEPAX PLANS NEW SERIES OF 

CONSULTATIONS AFTER ASSEMBLY 

Rome (EPS) - The SODEPAX (Society for Development and Peace) steering committee, 
meeting in Rome May 19-20, made plans for a new series of consultations beginning 
next year. Participation in and the future work of this only organized permanent 
joint World Council - Vatican body will be discussed at the Fifth WCC Assembly in 
Nairobi next November. The Rome meeting was chaired by Msgr. Joseph Gremillion 
and Prof. Max Kohnstamm. Present were also Cardinal Jan Willebrands, president 


of the Secretariat for Unity, and Dr. Philip A. Potter, WCC General Secretary. 


The committee reviewed progress made in preparing for a new ecumenical consulta- 
tion and study process on the search for social justice and peace - the basic 

theme of SODEPAX since its formation eight years ago. The plan also provides for 
the publication of a booklet for churches, bishops' conferences, national Chris~ 
tian councils, national justice and peace committees and SODEPAX groups in a num- 


ber of countries to facilitate their participation in the consultation process. 


On the basis of a report from a three-man delegation to the Far East, the commit 
tee noted that ARCFOD (Asian Religious and Cultural Forum on Development) is 
making further plans to focus on the hunger and development issue in collaboration 
with FAO. As ARCFOD, with the help of SODEPAX, has progressively assumed its own 
personality, it is foreseen that SODEPAX will henceforth no longer play an active 


role in the life of that body. 


The Roman Catholic authorities have approved in principle the extension of the 
SODEPAX mandate for another three-year period (1976-1978). The steering commit- 
tee was informed that the WCC executive committee in April decided to recommend 
to the Fifth Assembly in Nairobi that the SODEPAX mandate be extended. It was 
also agreed that the SODEPAX Steering Committee will be renamed SODEPAX Commit- 
tee. Its membership is to be enlarged to 16 persons, and include experts in the 


social and economic fields. 


SODEPAX discussions at Nairobi will be closely linked to the Fourth Report of the 
Joint WCC-Vatican Working Group which is to come before the Assembly. The Rev. 
Theo Tschuy, appointed by the World Council of Churches, shares staff responsi- 
bilities with SODEPAX General Secretary Fr. Spae, who is an appointee of the Pon- 
tifical Commission Justice and Peace. Mr. Tschuy"s appointment to the post was 


reconfirmed recently by Cardinal Willebrands for the Vatican. 
EPS 
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IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES INFLUENCE 

EFFORTS TOWARDS CHRISTIAN UNITY 

Geneva (EPS) - Ideological differences in the churches influence their unity 
efforts, an ecumenical consultation on the religious nature of ideologies 

and the ideological nature of religions has found. However, the nature of the 
dialogues now in progress between religious groups and exponents of ideologies 
varies from contine nt to continent and definitions of relationships and a 
working understanding of the term "ideology" applicable to all situations 


cannot be found. 


These conclusions were reached by a group of 28 participants from 15 countries 
(Nigeria, Sri Lanka, West Germany, Hong Kong, U.S.A., Costa Rica, France, 
Mauritius, Britain, Korea, Italy, Switzerland, TTaiwan, Holland, India) brought 
together at Cartigny near Geneva May 19-14 by the World Council of Churches 


(Unit on Faith and Witness). 


More questions were raised than were answered at the consultation, according 
to Dr. Stanley Samartha, who organized the consultation. In the end the con- 
sultation decided to issue a memorandum which will enumerate the various atti- 
tudes presented and recommend in-depth conversations over a period of time so 
that the churches in the ecumenical mouvement can consider the options open 


to them in different situations. 


As a first step, the memorandum will serve as a resource paper for several 


sections at the Fifth Assembly of the WCC in Nairobi this coming November. 


Although discussions were based on some working definitions of ideology it became 
clear that no common definition of the term could be accepted by all. This 

reflected the difference in cultural and political situations in which Christians 
live in different parts of the world today, Dr. Samartha said. He saw one of the 
immediate objectives of those concerned "as the creation of a space of confron- 
tation in Christ within the ecumenical movement which allows Christians in different 


contexts to live and work together in creative tension". 


Dr. Samartha pointed out: "There is a two point problem here. On the one hand 

there is the question how in spite of ideological diffrences Christians can still 
live together in fellowship. How can Christians live in diversity without hostility? 
On the other hand, there is the question how Christians relate themselves to 

people of other religions and ideological persuasions. The two questions interact 
on each other in the search for community". 


EPS 
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CICARWS AID TO INDOCHINA CONTINUES; 

FOOD, MEDICINES, SHELTER PROVIDED 

Geneva ( EPD) - Relief supplies to Indochina through the Commission on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) since March are exceeding a value 
of $ 900,000 and shipments continue to be prepared. The latest of these will be 
1,000 tons of rice to be delivered in Danang in June to meet the needs until the 
next harvest late this year, the World Council of Churches relief agency reports. 


Value of the rice is given as $ 383,250. 


Also on the way are $ 150,000 worth of medicines, purchased in the Crown Colony by 
Hongkong Christian Service on behalf of CICARWS. Previously, CICARWS had shipped 
(partly by air from Europe and by ship from Far Eastern ports) $ 203,000 worth of 
medicines, $ 106,600 of milk and food worth $ 194,000. To help repair damaged 
houses as well as rebuild destroyed dwellings, CICARWS sent 750 tons of corrugated 


galvanized iron sheets at a value of $ 300,000. 


A World Council of Churches resettlement officer is now in Bangkok investigating 
the conditions of Indochina refugees in Asia who may need relocation or repatria- 


tion services. 


The CICARWS emergency relief appeal for $ 1,000,000 launched two months ago in 
behalf of relief work in Indochina has reached $ 1,800,000. The need continues, 
however. In addition to food, medicines and shelter provisions, worth $ 900,000, 
CICARWS has supported the relief work of Asia Christian Service with $ 200,000, 
Vietnam Christian Service with $ 200,000, and the Fund for Reconstruction and Recon- 


ciliation in Indochina with $ 230,000. 
EPS 


LAY TRAINING LEADERS COURSE 

TO BE HELD IN BANGALORE 

Whitefield, India (EPS) - The Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield, Bangalore, 
India, will be the venue for a World Course for Leaders of Lay Training (CLLT) 
organized under the auspices of the World Council of Churches' Programme Unit 
Education and Renewal, in collaboration with the Association of Christian Lay Centres 
in Africa, the Association of Christian Institutes for Social Concern in Asia, and 
tha Ecumenical Association of Academies and Laity Centres in Europe. It will be held 
from January 15th to March 14th, 1976. 


Participants in the course will be drawn from all over the world - eight each 
(more) 
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from the Asian countries, Africa, and Europe, three each from Latin America and 
from North America and six from India. Every effort is being made to attract 
participants who are young and active in the fields of social concern, lay training, 
adult education, theological seminaries, and urban industrial and rural mission 


programmes. 


Delegates will become acquainted with different life situations. For this purpose 
they will be sent in teams of six to different parts of India - Bombay, Calcutta, 
Durgapur, Madras, Madurai and Trivandrum - and spend nine days studying Indian cul- 


ture and problems before beginning the two-month course. 


The course provides an opportunity for dialogue and sharing between people from all 
continents on how churches and christian movements can become more responsibly 
involved in the problems, concerns and aspirations of modern society. Above all the 
course is to equip participants for social change and development in their countries 


in the light of Christian faith. 


Many who took part in similar courses in Europe in 1968 and 1970 are today holding 


key leadership positions in the churches of Asia and Africa. 


The Rev. Werner Simpfendorfer, a former staff member of the World Council of Churches 
and now general secretary of the Ecumenical Association of Academies and Laity 
Centres in Europe will be coordinator of programme. The Rev. M.A. Thomas, Director 

of the Ecumenical Christian Centre and chairman of the Association of Christian 
Institutes for Social Concern in Asia, will be the dean. Ralph C. Young of the 


World Council of Churches is organizing secretary. 


Content and conduct of the course were under study for two years. Final decisions 
were made at a recent meeting in Glion, Switzerland, which was attended by Mr.Thomas. 


EPS 


AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TAKES 

ACTION AGAINST SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID 

Sydney (EPS) - The Australian Council of Churches annual general meeting has adop- 
ted a comprehensive anti-racism programme which opposes direct and indirect support 
of South Africa's apartheid policy by Australian Government agencies and business 
firms. At the same time, the Council sent an appeal to "white Christians"in South 
Africa to "open their hearts and minds" to racial injustices in their country and 
to change them. 


(more) 
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The Council urged member churches and their constituencies to reduce investments 
in firms operating in South Africa and to use remaining voting power to influence 


such companies to withdraw from that country. 


The Australian Government was asked to cease all economic cooperation with South 
Africa, withdraw two Australian trade commissioners, and to use its constitutional 
powers to encourage Australian companies to ahandon economic and trade links with 


South Africa exept for humanitarian purposes. 


The Council requested that the Minister for Transport cancel South African Airways 
landing rights in Australia and instead establish a Quantas Airways route to East 


Africa. 


The appeal to white Christians in South Africa was written in both Afrikaans and 
English. It acknoledged "that we cannot come to you with clean hands" because the 
position of "Australian aborigines callsurgently for improvement". But it pointed 
out that "except in one state, discriminatory legislation no longer exists" in 
Australia. The appeal declared "from our present understanding of your position, we 
have to conclude that the whole way of life of the white people in South Africa, 
and the country's prosperity, is built on the degradation of the majority of the 


country's people". 


Expressing concern that too many Black South Africans are deprived of normal family 
life, are paid lower wages than the minimum, are denied such human rights as union 
organisations and have no political rights, the appeal recognised "thankfully that 
many of you share our deep concern". The appeal is directed to those who do not and 
asks "that all hearts and minds may be opened to these injustices so that Christians 
can be united in their determination to change this situation...". 


EPS 


CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
ATTACKED BY PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION 


Geneva (EPS) - A Reuter dispatch from Capetown reports that a parliamentary commissio: 
set up in 1972 to investigate possible subversive organisations, has accused the 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa of trying to establish a black-dominated 


socialist government. 


"Certain activities" of the institute are a danger to the state, the commission said 
and recommended that "appropriate authorities give the necessary attention to the 
institute". There was no indication what action might be taken against the institute. 


(more) 


Noc.1e O82 29th May) 1975 9 


The report said that when the institute refused to hand over some of its books, 


the commission had been obliged to seize certain documents. 


Dr. C.F. Bers Naude, director of the institute, last year won a Supreme Court 
appeal against conviction and a 50 Rand (£ 31 sterling) fine for refusing to give 
evidence before Ehatcommrss con, The passports of Dr. Naude and three other 
executive members of the institute were confiscated by South African police last 


December. 


The report linked the institute with the World Council of Churches as part of the 
ecumenical movement. "The World Council's attitude towards South Africa has 
become more and more vehement, culminating in the support of violent action against 


the republic in the form of assistance to terrorist organizations," it said. 


The institute was accused of promoting the aims of the World Council. "It is there- 
fore understandable that the organization operates mainly, if not exclusively, 

in the political, economic and social spheres." The institute recently called 

for an end to white immigration to South Africa because of the republic's "unjust 
discriminatory social structures". 


EPS 


NEW ECONOMIC PHILOSOPHY DEMANDS CEILING 
OVER AFFLUENCE, FLOOR UNDER POVERTY 


The Hague, Netherlands (EPS) - Formulation and implementation of a new international 
economic system is possible only in partnership efforts between third world coun- 
tries and developed nations, this was the conclusion reached here by a gathering of 
government leaders from 30 nations. 


The Symposium on a New International Economic Order, organized by the Dutch Minister 
for Development Cooperation J.P. Pronk at the Hague May 23 and 24 was attended by 

50 top officers of various UN related agencies, such as the World Bank, the Envi- 
ronmental Agency and UNCTAD, and members of parliament from member countries of the 
European Economic Community. Also participating were foreign ministers, ministers 

of industry, commerce and development from nations in South America, Asia, Africa 
and Europe. As a representative of the World Council of Churches, C.I. Itty was 

one of only a few participants from non-governmental organizations. 


Mr. Itty, who is director of the Commission on the Churches' Participation in 
Development, in his address told the Symposium that new ways of life can only evolve 
out of a realistic appraisal of the disquieting features of present society, should 
be geared to enhancing the quality of life of individuals and communities, require 

a new orientation in outlook, attitude and meaning of life, and connot be conceived 
in the form of mere ideas but must be the result of "daring experimentation". 


(more) 
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The symposium was divided into six working groups, each dealing with a specific 
economic issue: finance, scarcity, trade, the EEC, decision-making, and new ways of 
life. 


Each group featured two speakers. Mr. Itty shared the subject "a new way of life" 
with Gunnar Adler-Karlsson of the Roskilde University Center, Denmark. 


Both speakers proposed "inverted utilitarianism" i.e. a way to minimize human 

suffering, which should be considered a basic philosophy to build a new inter- 
national order. This implies three economic principles: eradication of poverty, 
a fixed maximum income for the rich, and international means of transport from 


the rich to the poor. Mr. Itty stressed that a "floor under poverty cannot be 
achieved without a ceiling on affluence". 


He warned against emphasis on aid on the international level which "may act... 

to ensure confidence in the present system, thereby covering up the invisible 
subsidies from the poor to the rich nations". He advocated a reversal of 
"transmission belts from the poor to the rich by establishing new relationships". 


The symposium, which was also attended in its final session by the Queen of the 
Netherlands, was held in preparation for the next United Nations General Assembly. 


EPS 
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RESTRICTIONS AGAINST CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 

IN SOUTH AFRICA PROTESTED WORLD-WIDE 

Geneva (EPS) - A wave of protests is mounting worldwide against the South African 
Government's action May 30 declaring the Christian Institute an "affected organi- 
zation" and placing it under financial restrictions. The action came within 40 
hours after a parliamentary commission had recommended that "appropriate authori- 


ties give the necessary attention to the institute" (see EPS No. 16, p.8). 


Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, said the 
South African Government's action "is a clear indication of the fact that the so- 
called detente with independent Africa implies increased repression of all those 
forces like the Christian Institute which are working for racial and social jus- 
tice". He predicted "that many churches and Christians around the world will want 
to show their increased solidarity with the Christian Institute and do everything 


in their power in order that the Institute may continue its ecumenical task". 


Bishop Helmut Class, chairman of the Council of Evangelical Churches in Germany, 
said in a telegram to the South African Ambassador in Bonn that the South African 
Government's decision disappoints all who had supported and believed in the policy 
of detente. He declared the Evangelical Church Council fears the action has re- 
inforced those who have held all along that "evolutionary ways have failed" and 


that non-violent solutions to the tensions are impossible. 


A weekend preparatory conference in Arnoldshain of West German church delegates to 
the Fifth World Council of Churches Assembly in Nairobi late this year expressed 
shock at the South African Government's action. In a unanimously accepted resolu- 
tion, the delegates rejected the accusations against the work of the Christian 
Institute "as mere pretext" and warned if the action is not rescinded "the possi- 


bility of any non-violent sequel is practically ruled out". 


Affirming solidarity with the Christian Institute, the delegates urged the GLEVelal 
bodies of their churches to register the strongest possible protest and asked that 
the German Federal Government bring its influence to bear on the Government of the 
Republic of South Africa. The resolution further asked West German firms with whom 
the Evangelical Church has for some time requested discussions concerning their 
economic links with South Africa how they can justify investments in that country 


in the face of this latest development. 


The South African Council of Churches in a letter to the Pretoria Government refuted 


(more) 
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charges against the Christian Institute, particularly the statement that contact 
with the World Council of Churches is tantamount to support of violence. The let- 


ter stated if the "Christian Institute is found guilty, we all accept guilt". 


Among other church bodies protesting are the National Council of Churches in the 
United States and the Netherlands Reformed Church which sent a telegram to Prime 
Minister Vorster warning that measures against the institute strengthen the cause 


of those who advocate violence. 
EPS 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN GRANT TO 

ROSCA IN COLOMBIA CANCELLED 

Cincinnati (EPS) - A $90,000 self-development grant to a social change group in 
Colombia, South America, was cancelled by the United Presbyterian General Assem- 
bly. The unprecedented move marked the first time that the denomination's high- 
est legislative body overruled a recommendation for funding of the National Com- 


mittee on the Self-Development of People which was established in 1970. 


The Colombian agency involved was the Fundacion Rosca de Investigacion y Accion, 

an avowedly non-violent network of intellectual, labor leaders and peasants devoted 
to social research and change. The grant would have been the third made to ROSCA 
by the denomination in as many years, bringing the total given the Colombian group 


to $240,000. 


A coalition of the United Presbyterian Programme Agency, the conservative Presby- 
terian Lay Committee (itself under attack in the Assembly for ultra-critical ac- 
tivities in opposition to the denomination's policies), and the chairman of the 
self-development committee, Rev. Aaron Gast of Philadelphia, joined forces to re- 


scind the grant. 


The action was seen both as a means of healing divisions within the 2.7 million 
member denomination but also as opening new areas of disagreement. The Assembly 
Committee on Empowerment of Minorities had brought the issue to the floor and sup- 


ported the grant. 


Rescinding the grant did not negate an earlier Assembly affirmation of the autono- 
my of the self-development committee, which is directly responsible to the annual 


assembly and not to the Programme Agency. 
EPS 
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CHURCHES PLAY KEY ROLE IN INDOCHINA 

REFUGEE RELIEF WORK IN THAILAND 

Geneva (EPS) - The Church of Christ in Thailand, a member denomination of the World 
Council of Churches, is assuming a key role in relief work among Indochina refugees 
in cooperation with the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 


(CICARWS) and Lutheran World Relief. 


Latest estimates place the number of refugees in Thailand from Vietnam, Laos and 

Cambodia at 75,000. Nearly half arrived since January. The first and most diffi- 
cult task of relief organizations is to find and persuade them to submit to regis- 
tration, said Mercedes Saitzew, World Council of Churches refugee resettlement of- 


ficer, on her return May 31 from a fact-finding trip to Indochina and Thailand. 


Only about 10,000 of 32,000 known to have fled to Thailand this year have regis-— 
tered with the Red Cross and other international organizations. Some live in six 
hastily erected refugee camps under precarious conditions not likely to withstand 
the coming monsoon season. Others have joined relatives or found temporary shelter 
with friends or shift on their own as long as the slim resources will last that 


they managed to bring along on their flight. 


The Thai Government has so far not formulated a policy governing the influx of re- 
fugeees; they are subject to whatever regulations may be promulgated in any of the 


country's 71 provinces in which they may find themselves. 


Several organizations assist refugees to emigrate or to resettle in Thailand. The 
number wishing to return to their homes is small. The Church of Christ in Thailand, 
the International Red Cross, the Thai Red Cross, the United Nations High Commission- 
er for Refugees, the International Committee for European Migration, and the YMCA 
share the task of providing refugees with first assistance and of facilitating plan- 


ning for their future. 


First assistance has consisted of food, blankets and medicines and CICARWS has con- 
tributed to these efforts $20,000 so far (see EPS No. 16, p.6 for fuller account 


of all Indochina church-related aid programmes). 
EPS 


EAC'S S, AFRICA OPERATIONS RATED 


Copenhagen (EPS) - The East Asiatic Company (EAC), Scandinavia's largest multina- 
tional enterprise, has improved its treatment of black workers in South Africa but 
needs to make further changes, according to a report issued by the Programme to 
Combat Racism of the Danish Lutheran Church. If the company wishes to remain in 
South Africa, the report declared, it must bring its policies and practices in line 


with those in Denmark. 
Rpe 
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DR. VISSER 't HOOFT AWARDED CARDINAL 

BEA PRIZE BY HUMANUM FOUNDATION 

Geneva (EPS) - One of Holland's most distinguished representatives abroad, the Rev. 
Dr. Willem A. Visser 't Hooft, was honoured May 29 in Geneva with the Augustin Bea 
Prize of the Humanum Foundation for his life-long service to the causes of justice 


and peace. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft received the award from the hands of Switzerland's chief of 
state, Mr. Pierre Graber, president of the Swiss confederation. Retired since 1966 
as general secretary of the World Council of Churches which he helped found in 1948 
in Amsterdam, Dr. Visser 't Hooft is the only honorary president of the interna- 
tional interchurch movement and continues to be instrumental in behalf of Chris- 


tian unity on a world-wide basis. 


A fellow Dutchman, Cardinal Jan Willebrands, president of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Unity, was the main speaker at day-long events in the Ecumenical Centre of 

Geneva on the occasion. The cardinal paid tribute to the honoree for making the 
World Council "a pathway leading to complete ecclesial communion and, at the same 


time, an instrument in the service of humanity". 


Award ceremonies were preceded by worship in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre 
and followed by a reception given in Dr. Visser 't Hooft's honor by the present 
general secretary, Dr. Philip A. Potter. A press conference and an evening seminar 
discussing the life and work of Cardinal Bea, in whose memory the prize was created 


by the International Humanum Foundation, rounded out the day. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, now 75, has been active in the ecumenical movement and in the 
YMCA as well as the World Student Christian Federation for more than 50 years. He 
substantially contributed to the founding of the World Council of Churches and was 


its general secretary for the first 20 years of the organization's life. 


The award scroll states: "His life and the work he has done for church unity and 
Christian unity have been distinguished by his fidelity to the Gospel of Christ, 

the profundity of his theological thought and the breadth of his culture. He has 
always placed the Christian understanding of humanity and of human dignity and free- 


dom at the service of society and the development of peoples and nations in justice 
and peace."" The international jury which elected Dr. Visser 't Hooft included not 
only Roman Catholic, Protestant and Jewish religious personalities but also a repre- 
sentative of the Muslim faith. Dr. Visser 't Hooft becomes the only individual re- 
cipient of the Bea prize. The Humanum Foundation previously honoured the interna- 
tional ORT federation, a Jewish society dedicated to the vocational retraining of 
refugees, Inter-Church Aid of Britain and Misereor, the German Catholic relief agen- 
cy. 

EPS 
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NORWEGIAN BISHOP RESIGNS OFFICE IN 

PROTEST AGAINST LIBERAL ABORTION .LAW 

Oslo (EPS) - Lutheran Bishop Per Lénning of Borg, Norway, resigned his office on 
May 29 in protest to a new, liberalized abortion law passed by the Norwegian par- 


liament one week before. 


The 47-year-old bishop, a conservative member of parliament until his consecration 
in 1969, said in his letter of resignation to the King that the voice of the church 
had been ignored by the authorities. Raising the question of the future of the 
state Lutheran church, he wrote: "It is my sincere conviction that my resignation 


will accelerate the development of full church independence from the state." 


The resignation was the first by a Norwegian churchman of that rank in peacetime. 
The Church of Norway with three and a half million members, about 95 per cent of 
the population, is a member of the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World 


Federation. 


The new law does not grant abortions on demand, the decision remains in the hands 
of a panel of two doctors, but it eases and speeds applications. Women can also 
appeal the panel's decision to an abortion board, which can grant abortions on so- 


cial and medical grounds. (See comments below.) 
EPS 


BISHOP'S RESIGNATION RAISES QUESTION OF 
CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS IN NORWAY 


Oslo (EPS) - Bishop Per Lénning's resignation was "a torpedo against the state 
church", a leading daily's headline here declared. The resignation was a double 
protest - against a liberalized abortion law and against the state for "demonstra- 
tively ignoring" the voice of the church in this matter. 


Commentators here largely agree, however, that the state-church issue will not ex- 
plode immediately. They note that the other nine bishops of the Church of Norway 
- although they respect Bishop Lénning's decision and support his views on the new 
abortion law - clearly say "the situation is not ripe for a split between state 
and church". They also appeal to the clergy to remain in their positions. 


On the other hand, several sources in the church agree that relations between church 
and state have never before in peace time been as strained and that the heated dis- 
cussion touched off by Bishop Lénning's resignation has created an atmosphere in 
which it will be difficult to advocate a church-state status quo. 


Yet a new status quo is expected to be the main conclusion of a government-appointed 
commission due to present its recommendations on the church and state question in 


mid-June. Several commentators see irony in the fact that the dramatic situation 


(more) 
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created by Bishop Lénning's resignation unfolded on the eve of the completion of 
the commission's three-year work. 


Among top politicians commenting on Bishop Lénning's decision to resign as head of 
the Borg diocese was Prime Minister Trygve Bratteli, who found it "remarkable that 
a man in this way...asserts he alone is God's chosen instrument...here in Norway". 


On the same day the bishop sent his letter of resignation to the King, the Minis-— 
ter of Church and Education, Bjartmar Gjerde, said that although he respected 
Bishop Lénning's standpoint, he found his behavior “too dramatic". 


Pointing to the fact that the bishop had previously been a Conservative member of 
Parliament, the Minister added that it was "not unreasonable to believe that the 
bishop also had a certain political gain in mind". 


Bishop Lénning noted that "when the Prime Minister joins attempts by the Minister 
of Church and Education to question my motives,\I regard it so serious that I need 
some time to reflect on the possible consequences". 


Almost all Christian leaders hailed the action of the bishop as courageous. How- 
ever, a group of eight pastors, among them the Rev. Stephan Tschudi, head of the 
pastoral training seminary at the University of Oslo, published a statement de- 
claring they respected Bishop Lénning's stand, but they could not see that his 
view on the abortion question was the only possible Christian view. 


The pastors warned against a tendency to make one point of view prevail as the will 
of God, because this would place an "unbearable pressure" on Christians who "after 
serious consideration" disagree with the view held by the bishop. 


In a pastoral letter read in all churches in his diocese, Bishop Lénning quotes 
the new abortion law, particularly a section on the "right" of women to apply for 
an abortion. "It is the first time", he says, "that Norwegian law has used the 
term ‘right’ in regard to an act which contradicts the law of God." 


The bishop's letter does not claim that the state must follow recommendations is- 
sued by the Church, but that the Church has the right to be heard, 


Commenting at a press conference on a possible split between church and state, 
Bishop Lénning said the time was not yet ripe for such a step to be taken. 


"At best", he said, "a split can take place in five years' time." He estimated 
it would take two years to sound out public opinion and at least three years 
to prepare a new law on church-state relationships. 

EPS 


NORWAY DEBATES WOMEN'S PASTORAL TRAINING 


Oslo (EPS) - A debate is under way in Norway whether women should be admitted to 
the pastoral training seminar of the Free Theological Faculty, which trains 90 per 
cent of the pastors of the Norwegian Lutheran Church. At present women are ex- 
cluded from the "practical theological seminar" examination - a prerequisite for 
ordination. Most professors favor the admission of women. 

EPS 
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_ WCC DELEGATION DEPLORES ATTACKS ON SOUTH 
KOREAN CHURCHES, SECURITY SCARE TACTICS 


Tokyo (EPS) - A four-member World Council of Churches’ delegation completed a four- 
day visit to South Korea June 2 and expressed: their deep concern over growing 
government attacks on churches and church leaders; their sense that the govern- 
ment's "military security scare" is creating conditions which can only undermine 
true national security; and their confidence that four church leaders now in pri- 
son will be acquitted of charges of embezzling mission funds from the Bread for 
the World agency in Stuttgart, Germany. 


The visit was undertaken in response to concerns expressed by the WCC Central Com- 
mittee meeting in West Berlin last August and responded also to invitations from 
the Korean National Christian Council. Team members said it was in the nature of 
pastoral care, 


The delegation's remarks to the press in Tokyo were guarded and cautious. One men- 
ber explained that they did not want in any way to invite further crackdowns on 

the Korean people or to jeopardize doors which may have been opened between the 
South Korean churches and the government. 


Arriving, travelling around, and departing, members of the group said they received 
"vy.i.p.'"' treatment by the government as well as the churches. The delegation con- 
sisted of Dr. William P. Thompson of New York, Stated Clerk of the United Presby- 
terian Church in the USA and president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches; 
Dr. Richard von Weizsacker, Bonn, Member of the Council of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany, and deputy in the Bundestag for the Christian Democratic Union party; 
General (ret.) Simatupang, Djakarta, president of the Council of Churches of Indo- 
nesia, and chairman of the Christian Conference of Asia; and Dr. Leopoldo Niilus, 
Geneva, director of the World Council of Churches' Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs. 


Team members said national security was "a paramount concern of the fiercely anti- 
communist South Korean people". The government has carefully exploited such con- 
cern especially after the recent developments in Indochina. 


"Security is a perfectly legitimate concern of any self-determining people", said 
Dr. Niilus, "but we heard many voices saying that a strong, free and democratic 
nation is ultimately the best security." One of these voices was opposition leader 
Kim Dae Jung who told the team: "The Korean people insist on democracy and social 
justice, and we insist that restoration of these will be the only lasting safe- 
guard of our national security." 


Dr. Niilus described Mr. Kim as "surprisingly optimistic". He reportedly told 
the team that unless new, tangible evidence of North Korean aggression was proven 
or claimed, the South Korean government would meet increasing difficulty justify- 
ing current repression to the South Korean people. 


The team is confident that four leading ministers will quickly be acquitted of 
"embezzlement" charges in a trial scheduled to begin June 10. Although observers 
in Seoul feel the Government's arrest of the four in early April was politically 
motivated, the indictment is strictly non-political, referring only to "embezzle- 
ment". 


"Because there is documented proof that there was no misuse of the funds whatso- 
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ever", Dr. von Weizsacker said, "even a youngster could decide the case in 30 min- 
utes."' He explained that Bread for the World has approved all Korean uses of the 
fund, that the defense lawyers have these full records and authorizations, and that 
Bread for the World is willing to send a representative to testify at the June 10 
hearing. The justice ministry refused to say if such a representative would be al- 
lowed to testify in court, but it did promise observer status, saying the trial 
would be open. Some members conjectured that the trial, scheduled for May 30, was 
delayed because of the team's arrival in Seoul. 


The team was unable to meet the four defendants or the judge. In discussions with 
the Minister of Justice, the team made clear that it had "no intention of interfer- 
ing in the due process of law" but insisted that "the innocence of the four is 
clear". Asked by correspondents whether any political motives on the part of the 
Government would come out in the trial, team members quoted Kim Dae Jung who said: 
"The Government cannot accuse the church of being pro-communist because the people 
would Laugh at it.” 


In discussions with the prosecutor in the case, the team ran. into the problem of 
Government definitions of mission and freedom of religion. The prosecutor argued 
that mission should be charity to the poor, and that freedom of religion meant the 
right to worship shorn of any political context or meaning. 


Dr. von Weizsacker, who visited a Seoul slum, insisted that the church's concern 
for the poor went beyond paternalistic charity to "enabling people to participate 
in decisions affecting their lives". Dr. Niilus added that the issue was not just 
the four pastors, nor a matter of special privileges for Christians, "but the right 
of all Koreans, inside and outside the church, to be concerned and involved with 
the total welfare of all fellow countrymen". 


Team members said churches in the Republic of Korea were unanimous in believing that 
the April arrests represent a "direct infringement of freedom of religion". 


Dr. von Weizsacker, who visited Korea in 1968 and 1969, told the June 3 press con- 
ference in Tokyo that he had "the greatest admiration and respect for the Korean 
churches which, in the face of difficulty and suffering, have stood up on their 
beliefs and principles". He and Dr. Niilus told the press they thought present 
developments had served to unite the churches. 


The team explained that one key purpose of the visit was to encourage better commu- 
nication between the Government and the churches. Team members met heads of the 
ruling and opposition parties, the Minister of Justice, the Prosecutor, the Minis- 
ter of National Unification, Kim Dae Jung, Cardinal Kim and other Catholic leaders, 
KNCC, KSCF, UIM, and Church Women United staff, various Christian professors, the 
Minister of Culture and Information, the Foreign Minister, prisoners’ family mem- 
bers, the Speaker of the National Assembly, and others. 


The visit took place during one of the most trying springs in Korean history. Since 
March, the last vestige of a free press, the Donga Ilbo newspaper, has been silenced, 
campus life has been disrupted by forced closings, eight alleged "Communists" have 
been hanged, and a new and broadly repressive "emergency measure 9" has been is- 
sued. All of this is on top of the church repression and the pervasive "Communist 
invasion" scare. 


Team members said they will closely follow developments in the Republic of Korea 
in their WCC and national contexts. Dr. Thompson is scheduled to appear before 
the Fraser Sub-Committee on Human Rights in Washington June 10. Dr. von Weizsacker 


said he will pursue similar concerns with the West German churches and Government. 
EPS 
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NETHERLANDS REFORMED CHURCH URGES FIRMS 

TO SCRUTINIZE S. AFRICAN INVESTMENTS 

Amsterdam (EPS) - The Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church on June 11 adopted 
a motion which urges Dutch firms and banks with holdings in South Africa to scru- 
tinize the effects their investments have on the social equality of white and non- 
white employees. The Synod expressed itself against new Dutch investments in South 
Africa "until more clarity has been achieved", The Synod charged the Council for 
Issues of Church and Society to bring conversations with the business world to 
completion on this matter and appealed to the Dutch Government to critically exa- 
mine its political, economic and other relations with South Africa. (Full state- 
ment on page 3.) 


EPS 


SITHOLE EXPLAINS STATUS OF ZIMBABWE 

LIBERATION MOVEMENT TO WCC STAFF 

Geneva (EPS) - The Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, United Church of Christ minister in 
Rhodesia, president of the liberation movement ZANU and a key executive member of 
the African National Council, visited World Council of Churches offices in Geneva 
June 18 and discussed the present situation in Africa with staff executives, in- 
cluding WCC General Secretary Dr. Philip A. Potter, At a press conference prior to 
the discussions, Mr. Sithole said he was not optimistic about the chances of a con- 
stitutional settlement in Rhodesia. While the white minority Rhodesian government 
and the African National Council have agreed on the need for a constitutional con- 
ference on the country's future, they could not agree on the venue for such a con- 
ference, Mr. Sithole said. 


EPS 


STENDAHL ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF 

WCC JEWISH DIALOGUE GROUP 

Sigtuna, Sweden (EPS) - Professor Krister Stendahl has been named chairman of the 
World Council of Churches Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People to suc- 
ceed Anglican Bishop George Appleton who retired. Election of the new chairman came 
during the biennial meeting of the consultation, held at Sigtuna, Sweden, from 6th 
to 1lth June. Vatican Guidelines and Suggestions for implementing the Conciliar 
Declaration "Nostra Aetate No. 4" were commended at the meeting. It was further 
resolved to ask the WCC's Central Committee to initiate the coordination of existing 
efforts for an ecumenical document to be used by member churches to stimulate new 
attitudes for mutual understanding between Christians and Jews. The meeting also 
urged greater care by church bodies in achieving fair representation of conflicting 


views in comments on the situation in the Middle East. The next biennial will be 


held in Jerusalem, 
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MOTION ADOPTED BY THE SYNOD OF THE NETHERLANDS REFORMED (HERV.) CHURCH 
June 11, 1975 


The Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church professes its belief in the reconcilia- 
tion in Jesus Christ. It knows itself to be called to the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion, and it is out of this awareness that it looks for right relationships between 
the nations and people, between powerful and powerless, black and white, Dutch and 
South Africans, 


Together with many black and white Christians in South Africa it expresses once 
more its conviction that the apartheid system is contrary to the Gospel of recon- 
ciliation and justice, It is of the opinion that dialogue with the churches in 
South Africa should be purposefully continued in order to promote the bringing 
together of the races, taking the churches as a base. 


It concludes that economic forces can be applied to maintain this apartheid system; 
it is of the opinion that action should be taken against such forces, 


It has taken cognizance of the opinion that investments in South Africa by Dutch 
firms and banks can be used to promote measures which bring about economic and 
social equality of employees, both white and non-white, and which in this way also 
make a contribution to the promotion of political equality. 


It therefore challenges the business world in the matter of investments in those 
areas where apartheid is being maintained to take into consideration not only the 
economic, but also socio-ethical and political aspects. It therefore, for the pur- 
poses of consciousness-raising, focuses attention on the report on foreign invest- 
ments in South Africa by the section on international affairs of the Council of 
Churches in the Netherlands. 


The Synod, prompted by the consideration that Dutch shareholders are entitled to 
know what the results of their investments are, strongly urges Dutch firms and 
banks which participate in the economy of South Africa to create as soon as pos- 
sible opportunities for impartial control and reporting vis-a-vis the effect which 
their investments have on the above mentioned and intended equality. 


Until more clarity has been achieved about foreign investments in general, the 
Synod, on the basis of information available so far expresses itself against new 


Dutch investments in South Africa. 


It appeals to the Dutch government no longer to decry its co-responsibility for 
the continuation of the apartheid system in South Africa, and on the grounds of 
its own responsibility to subject political, economic and other relations between 
the Netherlands and South Africa to a critical scrutiny. 


It charges the Council for Issues of Church and Society to bring their conversa- 
tions about this matter with the business world to completion, and to incorporate 
this motion in the discussions. 


The Synod empowers the Executive Committee either through its own or through ecu- 
menical channels to urge withdrawal of investments if the control and reporting 
suggested in this motion should provide evidence that the method of reform would 


not lead to the intended results within a reasonable period. 
EPS 
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND CHRISTIAN RESPONSE IN LATIN AMERICA* 


This last week we have news of a fresh and potentially demanding attack on the 
legitimacy and the existence of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile. People 
here in the WCC, from the General Secretariat on down have been involved in find- 
ing out in which-ways the WCC can back the legitimacy of this church. We have in 
addition been informed of an impending situation in Colombia where a state of siege 
might be declared which means, if this materializes, that only one country in South 
America remains free from military control or its decisive influence. 


There are three points which I should like to bring out this morning. 


1. The increasing deterioration of personal and collective human rights in Latin 
America affecting prisoners, exiles, detainees, refugees, their families and 


those who work with and for them. 


There has been an undeniable increase in the numbers of victims of direct re- 
pression in several countries: Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina, Chile 

and Bolivia. At this very moment conservative estimates of the number of men 
and women and children - alas - is put at 15,000. This is, I insist, a conser- 
vative estimate, Just during the three days I was in Uruguay at the end of 
April, 1,500 people were detained, of which, I am told, only half have been re- 
leased. In addition there are an estimated 4,000 political prisoners and de- 
tainees in that country. In Argentina, the viability and physical integrity 

of people who are struggling to defend political prisoners is put into ques- 
tion. According to a report issued by the International Commission of Jurists 
last week, 26 defence lawyers have been threatened with murder by the right- 
wing terrorist organization AAA (Argentine Anti-Communist Alliance), and six 
defence lawyers have been killed. Threats have also been made against judges, 
according to this report, who are considered to "have acted leniently in cases 
of subversion, and in one case an attempt was made on the life of a judge who 
had sentenced 13 policemen for illegal killings" (ICJ Press Release of June 2, 
1975). The refugee situation is a reflection of this. In Argentina there are 
25 refugees, officially under the protection of the UNHCR who are detained, 

out of the estimated 3,000 persons reported as imprisoned and detained, for 
short or longer periods. Of this number it is reported that half of the people 
are not charged. 


The conditions of detainment and the refined use of torture methods have wor- 
sened. We are entering an era of long periods of imprisonment, isolation in 
cells, with a minimum of subsistence for their occupants, with precarious 
visiting conditions whereby relatives and lawyers experience increasing 
difficulty in entering camps, detention centers and prisons. Disappearances 
increase. I must give an example here of two women who had been searching for 
months for their husbands. They had been assisted in this search by several 
friends. One day they burst into a friend's office with joy all over their 
faces, a bottle of white wine, and a bouquet of fresh roses - clearly in a 
mood for celebration. The friend was overjoyed with them, thinking that their 
husbands had returned home. "But no", one of the women exclaimed, "We have 
found them. They are in prison!" This is the relative state of affairs in 


Latin America. 


*Speech given at the meeting of the Commission on Interchurch Aid, Refugee and 
World Service, Geneva, June 11, 1975, WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. 
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We must underline here that the people who are most suffering from this in 
these countries, are the poor. The people most affected by the endemic mar- 
ginalization of the soical and economic structures of these societies: that 
is, the workers and the peasants. 


There is a substantiated conclusion of which we must be keenly aware: There 
are clear signs that the apparatus of repression exercized by the ruling mili- 
tary regimes in these countries is based on a highly sophisticated communica- 
tion network depending on computerized data used by the armed forces, police 
and parapolice forces interchangeably. The apparent purpose of this operation 
is to isolate and to physically eliminate all the actual and potential sectors 
of opposition to a highly authoritarian, militarized and hegemonic rule. The 
most fresh example of this process - for it is a long process - in our eyes 
and those of the world, is of course that of Chile, because of the brutal, 
wrenching coup d'état which took place in that country 21 months ago. But 
this has been the case for over 28 years in Paraguay, three in Uruguay and 
Bolivia, 11 in Brazil and in a most alarming way since 12 months in Argentina. 
The physical isolation of professors, doctors, labour leaders, students, teach- 
ers, workers and peasants is carried out in many ways: by exile, asylum to 
other countries, long periods of imprisonment and detainment, torture and even 
death. 


Add to this the economic crisis of great proportion which is coming over Latin 
America since some time now which brings about, among other effects, a devasta- 
ting malnutrition among children, 20 to 25% unemployment of the active work 
force in Chile, for example, vast migration waves from one country to another, 
with huge social costs such as the rise of alcoholism, mounting suicide rates, 
prostitution and begging - and mostly among those who bear the brunt of poli- 
tical and economic oppression: the workers and the peasants, with the indige- 
nous Indian groups among the most suppressed. 


The churches are no longer protected from these pressures. To the contrary: 


to the extent that the Latin American churches and Christian communities, move- 
ments and individuals are effective in actually voicing public denunciations 

of torture, of disappearances, of other blatant violations of human rights, 

to the extent that they are effective in ministering to the needs of the victims 
of oppression (be they motivated strictly by humanitarian and Christian roots) 
they, in turn, become victims of the same oppression. There are people in 

this room who can testify to the personal risks they take and to the precarious 
nature of their existence. The inter-church refugee committee in Argentina has 
been directly threatened on several occasions. Pastors, priests and laymen 
have undergone long and detailed questioning and interrogations in Uruguay. A 
bomb destroyed several thousand dollars' worth of equipment and buildings in 

an ecumenical office in Mendoza. Priests have been expelled in Bolivia where 
it is alleged that the Ministry of Interior has circulated a directive attack- 
ing the Catholic Church and its progressive sectors. In Chile over 100 priests 
have been expelled, 40 have been detained, and three killed. There are pastors 
still in prison. This is a country where five deaths due to brutal treatment 
have been reported recently. 


In Brazil, the president of a major member church of the WCC was recently de- 
tained for 30 hours for interrogations, not to speak of the thousands of per- 


sons imprisoned, of which a significant proportion are active Christians. 
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2. The second point I should like to make has to do with the ecumenical response of 


churches, ecumenical movements and individuals in Latin America as they face this 
situation and with the forms of support provided to them by the churches world- 
wide through the WCC. 


In all these countries the churches have come together in varying degrees of 


organization, to set up committees to meet the urgent needs of refugees — no- 
tably those foreign refugees who fled Chile. For this purpose committees were 
set up in Chile, Argentina and Peru, but also in Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica, 
Honduras and in several countries of asylum. In Chile itself, a major and 
massive effort was begun just after the coup d'état which is known as the Com- 
mittee of Cooperation for Peace in Chile, made up of the Catholic, Orthodox, 
Methodist, Lutheran, Baptist and Jewish communities. This committee has a re- 
markable record of providing, under the most stringent conditions, legal aid 
to detainees, prisoners and their families, as well as technical and moral 
leadership in encouraging local employment-generating workshops in Santiago 
and other cities. 


These committees are all engaged in essentially two types of work: pastoral 
tasks of living with and listening to and sharing with those who suffer; and 
denunciation in a prophetic way, of all those situations and concrete inci- 
dences of clear and proven violations. Because these churches and communities 
are in authoritarian societies, they are becoming one of the only voices, if 
not the only voice, of the people, representing their desperation and aspira- 
tions. 


Much of the information on the work of these committees, carried out with in- 
telligence and commitment, is available in the WCC. For the purposes of brevi- 
ty, I will go on to describe the support which has been provided, ecumenically 
to these groups. 


When it became clear that immediate and massive assistance was required in 
Chile, the WCC created a task force in September 1973. Two world-wide emer- 
gency appeals were issued by CICARWS to the churches, one in November 1973, 
renewed the following January, and another in November of 1974, amounting to 
an accumulated request for funds totalling over $3 million. At this time we 
are pleased to say that about 80% of the funds requested have been pledged or 
received, over the past 20 months. But there is more than money involved. 

In the first place, there is the principle that we must support, and enable, 
and stand behind the initiatives taken by Christians in Latin America. It is 
not the WCC which has directly run the operation of immediate assistance. The 
expertise and the commitment and the involvement of the churches, movements 
and individuals in these countries is what counts. One must support these 
local initiatives loyally, and in some ways critically, and in other ways in 
a coordinating way. 


Secondly, there is the kind of support which is intangible but just as impor- 
tant, exemplified by the recent backing of the besieged Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Chile. It is unequivocal moral and spiritual support for the bibli- 
cally-based ministries which such churches and groups are exercizing. It must 
be immediate and public. 


Thirdly, the WCC has a role of mobilization of support, encouraging all groups 
and churches nationally to gather together and galvanize forces in these coun- 
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tries to do everything possible to inform and recruit people to express their 
solidarity in practical ways with those who are struggling in these Latin 
American countries - be it in specific actions to assist and protect people 
in danger, or through the time-honoured means of international pressure of 
their governments to insist on the respect of human rights. 


Fourthly, the WCC has exercised its prerogative of advocacy vis-a-vis inter- 
national organizations. Our experience here has been that the WCC and 

the churches are often much freer than international governmental organizations. 
We must carry out this task as forcefully, as sensitively, and as sophisti- 
catedly as possible. 


3. What are implications, fore the future, of the experience of the Latin American 
communities in this area, and for WCC's response to these experiences? 


Certainly, in the near future, we must continue to mobilize resources - and I 
mean by that money - to meet the needs and the calls for help arising out of 
life-and-death situations. To do otherwise would be frankly irresponsible. 


Sooner or later we must recognize that Christians are in fact working in a 
struggle side by side, in an ecumenical way as never before in Latin America. 
There is emerging out of this struggle to work for and to be with the truly 
oppressed, a new kind of Christian community which cuts right across the tra- 
ditional lines of separation between churches and between all kinds of Chris- 
tian communities. In the last two years (here I am quoting people in Latin 
America) there is an embryonic community of Catholics, Methodists, Orthodox, 
Pentecostals and Lutherans who are discovering what it is to be the living 
body of Christ in a very concrete, or very flesh-and-blood, context. What is 
important for us to understand is that this "ecumenicity" is not brought to 
them from outside, or from above, or as a result of some consultation or inter- 
eclesiastical monographic study. It is lived, in a shantytown of 20,000 in- 
habitants, where the local priest, local pastor, laymen and women figure out 
ways how to feed 251 undernourished children at noon, before piling into a 
creaky automobile to go visit imprisoned parents of these children, in a con- 
centration camp, carrying with them food, a Yoga exercise book, letters from 
a wife, and a copy of St. Paul's letters. 


One question for the WCC and, as a matter of fact, for all churches which re- 
late to these Latin American Christian churches and movements is: How are we 
going to relate in a forthright and loyal way to these emerging embryonic ecu- 
menical communities in the future? Are we going to readjust our historic re- 
lationships of aid and other types of mutual support, or will we be tempted to 
take the easier course, which follows traditional ecclesiastical, national or 
cultural ties which perpetrate separation? 


Direct repression and endemic structural repression is felt by many persons 
in Latin America to be here for a very long time. There are few people who 
see'a "... light at the end of the tunnel". It will be an uphill struggle 
for our Latin American friends, including the churches in these countries 
which are now beginning to feel the heavy brunt of direct assault, 


For this reason, not only must we be fully sensitive to the increasing at- 
tention given by the Latin American Christians to pastoral care and emergency 


aid, but more and more to the role which the churches, and the WCC must develop 
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to challenge and confront those governments whose policies towards these coun- 


tries' regimes reinforce them - either by direct military aid, or in other 
ways which reinforce their power: i.e. which reinforce the root causes "pro- 
ducing" those phenomena known as refugees, detainees, political prisoners, the 
exiled, the tortured, the dying and the dead. 


A question which we must ask ourselves in this respect leads inevitably to the 
conclusion that we must possibly be more ready and courageous in giving direct 
aid to those non-church groups, such as trade unions and peasant movements, 
which truly represent the exploited, the poor and the oppressed, in these 
countries, on the arguable premise that these structures, forged and chosen 
by their constituencies, are the most liable and appropriate to combat the 
root causes of oppression. The issue then becomes one of the relations of 
power, rather than one of simple charity and traditional assistance.... 


Those who are paying the cost of their fidelity to Jesus Christ are helping 


each other. I have in my hand a translation into English of an ecumenical 
edition of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which was originally 
published in Portuguese by the Catholic and Protestant churches in Brazil, in 
the fall of 1973. Issued for the Brazilian people, this edition was prepared 
by the Ecumenical Service Commission (CESE) to commemorate the 25th anniver- 
sary of the UDHR. The document, according to the introductory remarks in the 
English translation, "was as strong a comment on the status of human rights 
in Brazil as could safely be published. The hundreds of thousands who read 
it needed no explanation. The statements from the Bible, the churches and 
from the Universal Dedlaration are direct and clear." In early 1974 the same 
document was published in Santiago by the Archbishop of Santiago, and it "con- 
stituted a major statement on the times, and the thousands of Chileans who 
eagerly snatched up copies also needed no other explanation". 


Recently we had the great privilege of having with us for a few hours of con- 
versation a leading church figure from one of these countries who is caught 

up in an intimate way with the defence of the poor and of the oppressed. There 
was a moving and dramatic moment when our visitor described to us how a man 

who had been brutally tortured managed to escape and find refuge in one of 

the church buildings. At the end of his account, the WCC's Acting General 
Secretary then did something which many felt to be precisely appropriate be- 
cause he summed up the whole nature of what we are here for: to put into 
practice "interchurch aid". He said, "Now we know the cost which you and others 
in your country are paying for your faith, as you endeavor to keep alive hope. 
You pray for us because we are not paying the cost in Geneva," 


The gesture and the words were appropriate because there is a gorup of Chris- 
tians in Latin America who are discovering their authenticity and fidelity to 
Jesus Christ in their personally-paid struggle to fully identify with, and to 
be, the persecuted peoples. We, in the end, are not aiding them. They are 
helping us to be faithful. We must do all we can here to be faithful to their 
witness. 
Charles Harper 
Secretary, 
Human Rights Resources Office 
for Latin America 
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ECUMENICAL HEARING ASSESSES RISKS 
IN LATEST NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENTS 


Sigtuna, Sweden (EPS) - Does the spread of peaceful nuclear technology enhance the 
danger of a new phase of nuclear-weapon proliferation? A World Council of Chur- 
ches symposium of 40 scientists and ethicists has concluded that indeed it does. 
This proliferation is exacerbated by recent advances in military technology in 


the USA and the USSR, increasing the threat of nuclear warfare. 


Meeting June 24-29 in the ancient Swedish town of Sigtuna - seat of medieval ru- 
lers - nuclear physicists, atomic energy specialists and theologians from 19 na- 
tions discussed the risks and potentialities of the further expansion of nuclear 
power programmes. Purpose of the hearings: to develop a study document which may 
help the World Council of Churches at its Fifth Assembly in Nairobi later this year 
in assessing the future of the world in a science-based society - a major item on 


the Assembly's agenda. 


After hearing substantial evidence that vast amounts of energy will be needed not 
only to avoid disruption of developed societies but to improve the lot of develop- 
ing countries, the meeting agreed that energy, though an essential requirement for 
development, is not by itself sufficient. Socio-economic and institutional changes 
are necessary if the underprivileged are to benefit from this additional energy, 


one of three working groups reported. 


For one thing, the report held it is naive and contrary to reality to believe nu- 
clear energy will necessarily give developing countries a higher standard of liv- 
ing. The large size of nuclear plants contributes to an increase in the concen- 
tration of the population in large cities, thereby worsening slum conditions and 


confining power in a privileged area. 


Nuclear energy, the group warned, can easily lead to new dependence on countries 
with financial resources to underwrite the cost of building and operating reactors. 
At the same time, a strong recommendation was made concerning the sharing of nu- 
clear technology: "It is unacceptable that only one group of men or nations is 


capable of deciding which people or nations are entitled to nuclear knowledge." 


Other participants held that growing dependence on nuclear energy can widen the 
gap between rich and poor within and between countries, and magnify the power im- 
balance between developed and developing countries. They urged that this new 
source of energy should be geared to the search for a new International Economic 


Order which will further international justice and peace. 


(more) 
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The meeting acknowledged that public opinion in many countries increasingly ques- 
‘tions the expanding development of nuclear energy because of social factors, the 
danger posed by failing safeguards against large accidents, radiation, terrorism 
| and political instability. However, some technological specialists argued that 
the safety factors can be controlled and that the risk involved was, in compari- 
son with other high-risk technologies, acceptable. Moreover, there was in their 
view the much larger risk of millions of those now living facing unemployment or 
starvation "if we do not quickly transfer as much as possible of our energy base" 


from the combustion of presently known fuels to nuclear fission. 


While those physicists engaged in nuclear energy programmes generally expressed 
faith in the future of energy from nuclear fission, including the promotion of 
fast breeder reactors (believed to be able to draw on limitless supplies of low- 
grade uranium), theoretical physicists joined theologians in expressions of con- 
cern for the social and human implications. They advocated increased research in 


solar energy and other means of meeting the world's energy needs. All agreed that 


the development of nuclear energy involves risks which at all stages must be care- 


fully and publicly considered. 


It was recognized that decisions on energy and economic questions are not in the 
hands of scientists but are made by politicians. The churches were urged to spon- 
sor public discussions of the issues involved, to warn against misuse of nuclear 
knowledge, and to work for complete disarmament. One participant suggested that 


the plutonium in stockpiles of atomic weapons be used as fuel for nuclear reactors. 


There was consensus that the present Non-Proliferation Treaty was insufficient and 
that the safe use of nuclear energy calls for non-discriminatory, effective, en- 
forceable agreements between countries. One speaker warned against a trend by 
multi-national corporations, especially oil companies, using profits from increased 


oil prices, to acquire monopoly control of nuclear technology. 


Summit up five days of highly technical discussion of safety factors, genetic im- 
pact, methods for extracting plutonium and complex mathematical calculations, Prof. 
H.B.G. Casimir, president of the European Physical Society, who chaired the meeting, 
said: "If we want to improve the lot of the developing societies and avoid dis- 
ruption of developed societies, we need vast amounts of energy. This conclusion 


we may regret - but it is unavoidable.” 


The full report of the hearings, replete with technical presentations and findings 


of discussion groups, will be compiled by the World Council of Churches’ Department 


(more) 


Now, 20¢—-SreuJuly, 1975 4 


of Church and Society. It will be made available to the churches in August. 


Participants included one Nobel Prize winner, numerous professors of nuclear phy- 
sics, members of atomic energy commissions in several countries, representatives 
of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, the International Atomic 


Energy Agency and members of parliament in two countries. 
EPS 


NEW SECRETARY FOR AFRICAN REFUGEES 


Geneva (EPS) - The Rev. Walter Makulu, an Anglican priest from South Africa, joined 
the staff of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service on July 
1, the day before his 40th birthday. He will serve as secretary for East Africa 


with special responsibility for African refugees. 


Educated at St. Peter's Theological College in South Africa and Selly Oak Colleges, 
Birmingham, England, Mr. Makulu did pioneering work among refugees while serving 

a mission centre in Bulawayo, Rhodesia. More recently he has been the parish priest 
for several churches in London, first at St. Silas, Pentonville, then All Saints, 


Poplar and most recently at St. Philips, Battersea. 


More than 1 million Africans are refugees. According to the All Africa Conference 
of Churches, the root causes of refugees include economic and social injustices lev- 
eled against Africans not only by racist colonial regimes but also by some govern- 
ments and leaders of independent African states seeking to perpetuate themselves in 


power. 


Last year the AACC spent more than $1 million on various refugee programmes, inclu= 
ding welfare, educational and vocational assistance. Well over half this sum was 


obtained by the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 
EPS 


CANADIAN ANGLICANS REJECT UNION 


Quebec City, Canada (EPS) - Delegates to the General Synod of the Anglican Church 
of Canada rejected a plan for union with the United Church of Canada and the Chris- 
tain Church (Disciples of Christ). Last January the House of Bishops had termed 
the Plan of Union "not an acceptable basis of union". The Anglican and United 
Churches have been discussing union for 32 years at the instigation of the Angli- 


cans. 
EPS 
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CHRISTIAN NEWS SERVICE FOR ASIA PLANNED 


Hong Kong (EPS) - Christian journalists and editors from 15 Asian countries have 
decided to start an ecumenical Asian press service based in Singapore at the of- 
fice of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA). Meeting here at a CCA-sponsored 
Christian communicators consultation, June 23-29, the participants underlined the 


need for more "ecumenical, Asian and human developmental news". 


The new service, which is due to start later this month on a six-month experimen- 
tal basis, will be issued fortnightly by airmail and include news stories, feature 
articles and pictures. Fact sheets have been distributed to church correspondents 


and use will also be made of Christian journalists working in secular media. 


Citing the "mediocrity of Christian journals in Asia", the editors committed them- 
selves to upgrade the quality and called on the Asian churches to recognize this 
work as a key priority. At present many of the papers and magazines are starved 
of human and financial resources and have to rely on news and information on Asia 


from Europe and North America rather than other Asian churches. 


The Asian communicators called for a directory of Christian periodicals in the re- 
gion to assist in assessing the viability of the new service. A plea was also made 
for in-service training "both in terms of the skills of the trade and exposure to 


theological, historical and sociological perspectives". 


A Christian journalist must bring to the work a "concern for the totality of the 
human person", the consultation said. This should reflect "sensitivity to Christ's 
love as it both judges and forgives, and identification with those who suffer as 


victims of injustice and exploitation". 


Christian journalists were encouraged to concern themselves with a "literature of 
power" which keeps church structures under continuing scrutiny while seeking to 
awaken the churches "to realise their roles and possibilities in the struggle for 


liberation". 


Among the obstacles to progress the consultation noted were "the lack of credibili- 
ty in the Church", "the alliance of the Church with oppressive power structures", 


"and “lack of self—sup- 


"the captivity of the church press to church hierarchies' 
port''. Defending the freedom and independence of the press, the editors agreed to 


give one another support and devise new techniques to communicate with illiterates. 


Countries represented at the Hong Kong meeting included Australia, Bangladesh, Fiji, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, 


(more) 
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Sri Lanka, Singapore, Taiwan and Thailand. Two representatives from Korea were 


unable to come. 


Chairman of the meeting was Dr. Neville Jayaweera of Sri Lanka, currently on the 
staff of the World Association for Christian Communication in London. Other speak- 
ers were Stephen Whittle, editor of the WCC magazine One World, and Dr. James Kot- 


toor of India. 
EPS 


ECLOF GAINS DM 14 MILLION 

FOR DEVELOPMENT LOANS 

Geneva (EPS) - A record-breaking grant of DM 1,500,000 has been received by the 
Ecumenical Church Loan Fund here. The donation from the "Church Funds for Devel- 
opment Service" (KED) of the Evangelical Church in Germany will be used to finance 
economically viable projects that contribute to the economic development of the 
countries in which they are set, give permanent employment to the participants and, 
where church lands prev involved, provide a regular income to help the church be- 


come self-sufficient. 


According to Mr. Adrian Wijemanne, ECLOF's director, KED has been a mainstay of 
ECLOF's development effort. In October 1972 it made a grant of DM 1,000,000 which 


was exhausted within two years. 


The latest grant will be applied towards the $1,000,000 in development capital to 
be raised by ECLOF during the next 18-month period. Additional applications have 
been made to authorities in Canada and the Netherlands, and the Roman Catholic or- 
ganization International Cooperation for Socio-Economic Development (CIDSE) in Bel- 
gium. 

National ECLOF committees in 27 countries have proposed loans to a wide spectrum 

of development ventures. They range from agricultural projects such as soy bean 
cultivation and irrigated market gardening to fishery and animal husbandry, food 
preparation and processing ventures, as well as small industries and technical 


training institutes. 


To maximize human potential, they also recommend training in skills enabling a per- 
son to obtain permanent employment or to set him/herself up as a self-employed per- 


son. 


In addition to development capital, ECLOF also solicits general capital used to 


make loans for church buildings, schools and vicarages. 
EPS 
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FRRI TEAM PAYS VISIT TO VIETNAM 


Bangkok (EPS) - The peace long sought by all the Vietnamese people has finally 
come but the price paid was a heavy one. Now the rebuilding process must start. 


And the north must help the south where destruction was great. 


"If there is only a grain of rice, it must be divided in two", Mr. Nguyen An Tin, 
an official of the North Vietnam Red Cross, told a three-person Christian team that 


visited Hanoi last month. 


Making a return visit on behalf of the Fund for Reconstruction and Reconciliation 
in Indochina (FRRI) were the Rev. John Nakajima, general secretary of the National 
Christian Council of Japan; Ms. Pamela Gruber, director of Christian World Service, 


New Zealand; and the Rev. Ernest L. Fogg, FRRI director. 


At the Hai Hung Provincial Hospital, the delegation found the new equipment con- 
tributed through FRRI had increased the hospital's capacity by 50%. Even though 
still housed in temporary quarters, the hospital's diagnostic and treatment capa- 


city had been significantly improved. 


Mrs. Le Ngoc Anh, special representative of the Republic of South Vietnam, spoke 
joyfully of the coming of peace ending the separation of the Vietnamese. Two of 


her brothers were officers in the Vietcong army, she explained. 


"We appreciate the Fund for Reconstruction and the World Council of Churches", she 
said, "which helped us during the war and will continue to help during this new 
time of national concord". The delegation received a full report on the use made 
of emergency aid delivered to the Republic of South Vietnam, and were also given 
an invitation to visit Danang. A new proposal for agricultural equipment to help 


restore war-damaged field to their former productive capacity was discussed. 


In addition to funds channeled to both North and South Vietnam through the FRRI 

and Asian Christian Service, the World Council of Churches' Commission on Inter- 
church Aid, Refugee and World Service coordinated the sending of relief supplies 
worth over $1 million. These included food, medical supplies and shelter materials 
contributed by WCC member church agencies. Now the WCC's Refugee Service is draw- 
ing up plans for refugees returning to their homes or desiring to resettle in 


another country. 
EPS 
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ROMAN CATHOLICS DIALOGUE 

ON TWO ASSEMBLY THEMES 

Rome (EPS) - Fulfilling Pope Paul's promise that Roman Catholics would participate 
in preparing the Fifth World Council of Churches Assembly, some 21 Catholic and 
Protestant theologians met here recently to discusss "Confessing Christ Today" and 
"What Unity Requires". Both subjects are major agenda items for the forthcoming 


Nairobi Assembly (November 23 - December 10). 


The stage was set by two Roman Catholic papers. Bishop Paul-Werner Scheele of the 
Johann Adam Muhler Institute in Paderborn, Germany, outlined "Roman Catholic Think- 
ing on the Unity of the Church since the Second Vatican Council". Dom Emmanuel 
Lanne, OSB, of Chevetogne, Belgium, commented on Faith and Order work on behalf of 


unity. 


Annotated agendas for the two sections were introduced by Bishop Lesslie Newbigin 


of Birmingham, England, and Dr. Thomas Wieser of the WCC's Geneva staff. 


While agreeing on the possibility of and necessity for a common Protestant-Roman 
Catholic witness to Jesus Christ, the participants recognized that divisions among 
Christians hinder full agreement on the content of that witness. Roman Catholic 
studies on the unity of faith and theological pluralism were cited as a possible 
contribution to the discussions on "Confessing Christ Today". It was stressed 

that the witness given by Christians is part of the primary witness given to Christ 


by the Holy Spirit. 


The concept of conciliarity appears to offer a way ahead in the current unity dis- 
cussions taking place in the Faith and Order Commission of the World Commexl.  Ro- 


man Catholics participate as full members of that body. 


Participants made a clear distinction between councils as events in the life of 

the Church through the centuries in which bishops from local churches gather in a 
sacramental fellowship, and present-day ecumenical bodies known as councils of 
churches. Admittedly the latter are formed to serve certain concerns properly 
belonging to the former. The group agreed that new tensions which arise among Chris- 
tians because of their concern for the contemporary needs of mankind should not be 
eased by glossing over the issues at stake. Nor should these tensions be allowed 

to jeopardize the growing ecumenical fellowship. 

Participating were: WCC - Prof. John Meyendorff, Miss Christian Howard, Dr. J. 
Robert Nelson, Prof. John Deschner, Rev. Lesslie Newbigin, Dr. Shoki Coe, Prof. Or- 
lando Costas, Ms. Anna Marie Aagaard, Dr. Lukas Vischer, Dr. Robert Welsh and Dr. 
Tom Wieser. RCC - Dom Emmanuel Lanne, Fr. Thomas Stransky, Fr. Jean Corbon, Fr. 
Antonio Javierre, Fr. Roberto Tucci, Fr. J.M.R. Tillard, Bishop Paul-Werner Scheele, 


Mgr. Charles Moeller, Fr. Pierre Duprey, Canon Giblet and Fr. Basil Meeking. 
EPS 
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NORDIC DELEGATES PREPARE FOR NAIROBI 


Vaesteraas, Sweden (EPS) - Nordic churches can probably make their greatest con- 
tribution to the Nairobi Assembly of the World Council of Churches in the areas 


of theology, human rights and education. 


This was the contention of the Rev. Johannes Langhoff, secretary for interchurch 
relations of the Lutheran Church in Denmark. He addressed the recent preparatory 
meeting for Nairobi delegates representing the member churches and ecumenical coun- 


cils in Sweden, Finland, Norway and Denmark. 


Despite their differences, the delegates felt they would be able to cooperate in 


many areas at Nairobi. All four countries have a Lutheran state church. 


Theological discussions must make room for different kinds of theologies, according 
to Mr. Langhoff. All theologies must be faithful to the biblical witness with Je- 


sus Christ at the centre, he said. 


Nordic delegates asked that the message of last summer's Conference on World Evan- 
gelization at Lausanne be given due recognition at Nairobi. In that message, they 
said, the social responsibility of the churches was stressed alongside the Gospel. 
They saw the Lausanne message as complementing that of the WCC's Bangkok Conference 


on Salvation Today held in early 1973. 


Others who addressed the Vaesteraas meeting were the Rev. Gunnar Staalsett, secre- 
tary of the Council for Interchurch Relations of the Church of Norway, and Finland's 
Minister of Education, Mrs. Marjatta Vaeaenaenen. The latter emphasized the need 
for education to develop all facets of the human personality. The aim of educa- 
tion, she said, should be "a person's integration into mankind as a creative indi- 


vidual". 


Metropolitan Johannes of the Orthodox Church in Finland felt WCC preparatory ma- 
terials had not sufficiently clarified the concept of unity. He wanted a clear in- 
dication of what the churches were ready to pay for unity and what it demanded of 


them. 


The WCC was represented at the meeting by Miss Brigalia Bam, chairperson of the 
Programme Unit on Education and Renewal, and Mr. Olle Dahlen, Swedish Ambassador 


to the UN and chairman of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 
EPS 
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TRI-FAITH DIALOGUE PANEL IN EGYPT 


Geneva (EPS) - A Jewish-Christian-Muslim team will conduct direct dialogue in Egypt 

for the first time in this generation. At the invitation of the Supreme Council 

for Islamic Affairs in Cairo, a rabbi, a Christian clergyman and a spiritual leader 

of Islam - all Americans - will spend two weeks conferring with leaders of religious 
and educational institutions and lecturing to Muslim students from 74 countries. 


The team is composed of Rabbi Leo M. Abrami of Congregation Beth-el, Berkeley, Cali- 
fornia; the Rev. George B. Grose, a United Presbyterian minister directing a pro- 
gramme of interreligious dialogue for the National Council of Churches (USA); and 
Dr. A. Muhsin El-Biali, director of the Islamic Foundation of Southern California. 


On their way to Cairo the team conferred in Rome with Cardinal Sergio Pignedoli, 
head of the Secretariat for Non-Christians, and the Rev. Pierre-M. de Contenson, 
OP, secretary of the Roman Catholic Commission for Judaism. 


In Geneva they talked with Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary president of the 

World Council of Churches. After hearing about their programme of interreligious 
dialogue in progress since 1971 and including joint lectures at 45 American colleges, 
he commented: 


"When you say that you are doing something new in the United States, I think you 
are a little too modest because this is equally new for the world. It takes on an 
international character. Thus I believe your mission is of the highest importance." 


The team also met with Dr. Franz von Hammerstein, staff member of the Dialogue Sub- 
unit with special responsibility for Christian-Jewish relations, and with a 
group of German pastors on a visit to the Ecumenical Centre. 


On June 28 the team visited the WCC's Ecumenical Institute at Chateau de Bossey 
where they were invited to share their experiences. After a brief presentation 
the three answered questions put by some 45 pastors, priests and missionaries at- 


tending a two-week course at Bossey. 
EPS 


FORMER EVANGELISM SECRETARY DIES 


New York (EPS) - Dr. Johannes C. Hoekendijk, secretary for evangelism of the World 
Council of Churches from 1949 to 1952, died of a heart attack on June 25 while swim- 
ming in Long Island Sound. He was 63. Since 1965 he had been professor of mission 
at Union Theological Seminary, New York. 


Born in Indonesia and educated in the Netherlands, Dr. Hoekendijk was general secre- 
tary of the Netherlands Missionary Council and also taught on the theological facul- 
ty of the University of Utrecht where he exerted a strong ecumenical influence on 
the younger generation. He always stressed the relationship between Church and world, 
at times holding the Church too introverted to be a vehicle for mission. He wanted 
the Church to become selfless so it might be God's instrument in the world. Surviving 
is his widow, Dr. Letty M. Russell, a United Presbyterian minister and teacher serving 
as executive of the US Working Group on the Participation of Women in the WCC. 

EPS 


CORRECTION. In EPS of June 19 (No. 18) the story on Prof. Krister Stendahl should 
have said that his name had been suggested as a possible chairman for the Churches 


Consultation on the Jewish People (CCJP) after the Nairobi Assembly. 
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CHURCHES' RESPONSE TO WHO'S HEALTH 

PRINCIPLES DISCUSSED BY C.M.C. 

Zurich (EPS) - The Christian Medical Commission (CMC) last week gave its endorse- 
ment to the World Health Organization's (WHO) radical new philosophy which aims to 


promote basic health services for total populations. 


In practical terms the goal would be serving the 750 million people the World 
Bank estimates live in "absolute and relative poverty". In most cases they are 


deprived of all health care resources. 


Much of the CMC's annual meeting here was devoted to a discussion of how member 
churches of the World Council of Churches could respond to the WHO's "seven prin- 
ciples of health care", which were accepted May 29 by 140 member nations attending 


the WHO Assembly in Geneva. 


The principles place heavy emphasis on involving local communities in formulating 
and implementing health care activities to make sure they are in line with local 
needs and priorities. They call for "a continuing dialogue between the people 
and the services". They also stress the need for integrating preventive, promo- 
tive, curative and rehabilitative services for the individual, the family and 


the community. 


Staff of the Christian Medical Commission had participated in the preliminary dis- 
cussion of the principles, which took place last January at the WHO Executive 
Board meeting. CMC staff have stressed their belief, based on five year's experi- 
ence, that the main resources for the pursuit of health are "latent" in the men 


and women who hitherto have been the recipients or objects of "health care". 


(The WHO's recent publication Health by the People contains descriptions of three 
CMC-related programmes - in Guatemala, India and Indonesia - representing innova- 


tive approaches to bringing low-cost health care to maximum numbers of people.) 


Picking up on the WHO's discussion of community participation in health care, the 
CMC last week said the community not only had a role in designing health care but 


also played a supportive and healing role in ministering to its members. 


CMC has frequently talked about the Church as a healing community but has never 
probed the matter very deeply. Now it was decided to commission a special study 
on this aspect of the Church's life, bringing together a number of case studies 
and seeing what could be learned from them. The appointment of a study coordina- 
tor was approved. Ultimately it is hoped the study would define the connections 
between health, being human, the community and the Kingdom of God. 


(more) 
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CMC Director James McGilvray opened the five-day meeting (July 7-11) by summing 


up the learnings of the last seven years, this being the commission's last session. 


"We have paid far too little attention to the matter of lifestyles", he said. 
"Wwe have taken for granted that people will defiantly continue to drink, smoke 
and eat too much, live in polluted cities and breathe contaminated air, dismem- 
bering each other in wars and on the highways, earning ulcers from inhuman work- 
loads, packed in slums or going hungry — and then relying on health care systems 
to repair them. It is no use arguing that health is a human right unless it is 


appropriated responsibly by those who claim it." 


Mr. McGilvray did concede, however, that "there will always be those who have lit- 
tle freedom of choice because they have been condemned to an environment which is 
hostile, and they are the victims of malnutrition and parasitic infections". 

"They should be the ones we are most anxious to help", he said. "We must help 
these people gain a sanitary environment and then teach them to exercise respon- 


sibility for their own health”, he advocated. 


Dr. Reinhild Traitler, researcher in the Commission on the Churches' Participation 
in Development, reported the results of an exhaustive study on community partici- 


pation in development. 


Dr. Charles Elliott, a British theologian and economist, emphasized the mutual 
interdependence of health and spirituality. 'The processes of being healthy and 
making others healthy have to them a transcendental dimension completely ignored 
by traditional thinking", he said. Both those who are sick and those who purport 
to cure the sick "know they are less than whole and both are seeking to find a 
greater degree of wholeness". He challenged the CMC to find ways of demonstrating 


"spiritual resources in action". 
EPS 


$50,000 APPEAL LAUNCHED FOR 

CYCLONE-STRUCK BURMESE CITY 

Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has appealed for $50,000 in emergen- 

cy funds on behalf of the Burma Christian Council's aid programme for the city of 

Bassein, which was almost totally damaged by a cyclone in May. Funds will be used 
for salvaging and repairing boats, restoring quays, replacing roofs, and rebuild- 

ing mud-walled houses. 


(more) 
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In a letter to related aid agencies, the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS) announced it has already released $10,000 to meet most 
urgent needs. Immediate responses to the appeal will be necessary to compensate 
for the delay with which news of the disaster reached the outside world, according 


to Muriel S. Webb, CICARWS director. 


Bassein is Burma's fourth largest city (pop. 200,000), capital of the country's 
rice bowl, and port from which major rice exports are made. The cyclone damaged 
90% of the city, including church buildings and the conference hall in which the 
6lst Annual Meeting of the Burma Council of Churches was to have convened a week 
later. The storm caused a tidal bore along the Irrawadday River which reached 
30 feet above normal river level in some places. 


EPS 


VIETNAMESE, CAMBODIAN REFUGEES 
RECEIVE AID FROM THAI CHURCH 


Bangkok (EPS) - Thai church workers are aiding more than 4,000 refugees from Viet- 
nam, Cambodia and Laos who entered the northeast part of the kingdom recently. 


There are an estimated 22,000 such refugees in Thailand at present. 


Led by the Rev. Somchart Cha-umthong, vice-moderator of the Church of Christ in 
Thailand (CCT), church teams are distributing 120 sacks of rice each week to the 
refugees. In addition, the church is providing materials for refugees to construct 


their own shelters, making medical care available and counselling individuals. 


Cost of the programme to date is $20,000, which has been provided by churches around 
the world through the WCC's Commission on Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World Ser- 


vice, in addition to locally raised money and supplies. 


The refugees' fate is uncertain. No clear word has come about offers of place- 


ment around the world. 


The consequence, according to Mr. Cha-umthong, is a "feeling of shock". ‘They 
don't know how to begin to make plans or organize themselves", he said, "despite 


the fact that most of them are professional people." 


Working with representatives of the refugees and local government officers, the 
CCT team is now planning to provide better sanitary facilities in the Ngongkhai 


and Thaidum refugee camps where there have been deaths from sickness. 


Because of the precarious status of the refugees, long-range programmes are dit= 
ficult to determine, the refugee workers said. However, they hope it will be pos- 
sible to resettle some of them in the Laos border area. Meanwhile the CCT is as- 
sisting a school for refugee children and handicrafts work to help morale in the 


camps. 
EPS 
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BURMA CHURCHES GROW DESPITE 

MORATORIUM, WCC STAFFER FINDS 

Rangoon (EPS) - Churches trying to estimate the likely effects of a temporary halt 
on missionaries and funds from outside could well look at Burma's experience. In 
1966, all foreign missionaries were expelled from the country and a progressive 
cut-back on mission support funds began. No church leaders have been able to trav- 


er. 


Today, most outside observers and local church leaders agree that the Church in 
Burma is stronger than ever before and has a real sense of its own priorities for 
mission. The churches have continued to grow, the Baptist Church for example bap- 
tized 10,000 new converts last year, and there has been a continuous strengthen- 


ing of lay leadership. 


U Ba Hymin, president of the Burma Council of Churches, makes it clear that "Burma 
is not bragging". "At first it was hard to shoulder our own responsibilities and 
some people had to take on five or six jobs, but we have become stronger", he 


noted. 
"Now we can see it was the naked hand of God at work. It was not our doing.” 


Mission support funds to the 600,000-strong Baptist Church amount to less than 
10% of its total income. "But", U Ba Hymin said, "even if we don't need foreign 
funds we would still ask for them, and if it became possible to have missionaries 
again we would ask for one or two and send some out. Not because we want to lose 
our independence but because this is a way of demonstrating the fellowship of the 


Church. There can be no isolation or insulation in the Church." 


Churches in Burma are stepping up their lay training work, putting resources into 
people and not institutions. Lay people are the future, the churches say. They 


will be able to do the most effective work in the struggle for development. 


Another priority is training rural pastors in techniques of rural mission. The 
country is predominantly agricultural and the church is strong in rural areas. 


Church leaders want local pastors to be able to contribute constructively to agri- 


cultural development. 


Asked if they would recommend the experience of moratorium to other churches, the 


Burmese church leaders reply "yes". 
EPS 
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Following is the MESSAGE from Consultation of United Churches and Committees on 
Union held in Toronto, Canada, June 2-9, 1975 and sponsored by the WCC Faith and 
Order Commission. 


CALLED TO WITNESS TO CHRIST'S CROSS AND GLORY 


In the name of the one Lord Jesus Christ, Greetings: 


We have come together from united churches and church union committees in 
many countries to share the experiences of united churches., Our first act 
was to gather at the Lord's Table. There we learned afresh that "The love 
of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died. And he died for all, that those who live, might 
live no longer for themselves but for him who, for their sake, died and was 
raised" (II Corinthians 5: 14-15). 


In this year of the 50th Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, our host, 
and of the 5th Assembly of the World Council of Churches (WCC), we stand at 
the intersection of a complex history with the equally complex present situ- 
ation of the world and of the ecumenical movement in the service of Christ 

in the world. As men and women of our time, we are bewildered and pained 

by the conflicts and sufferings of humankind and we find very precious the 
signs of hope we have been given by our Lord as he has called our churches 
Co.pmity. 


A Shared Experience 


It is our testimony that our Lord has called us together in united churches 
to find one another in him and to hear together what he wants us to doo in tne 
world today. Our unity is a unity given to us by our Lord so that we may 

be more credible witnesses to him and more effective servants of his liber-~ 
ating and reconciling purpose. We, in this Conference, who find one another 
in Christ and see ourselves afresh in the mirror of his word, are very dif- 
ferent from one another. We bring to our meeting the different contexts of 
our Christian living. We come from places and churches where people are 
seeking and affirming their true selves after centuries of being confined 

to someone else's pattern; where political and economic questions of great 
seriousness are causing division and polarisation; and where there are new 
movements - evangelical, charismatic, social, theological - the appraisal 
and reception of which exercise the mind and heart of our churches. 


When we stand, physically, at the intersection of Toronto's busy streets, 
as we see people from many parts of the world, we are reminded of the rich 
diversity of humankind. As we look at the many church buildings and the 
announcements of their varied programmes, we do not wish to claim Citau ke 
the most vital and most dynamic witnesses to God's purpose in the world and 
to the cross and glory of Christ belong to the united churches or even to 
churches that seek union. It cannot be with pride or arrogance that we 
speak to others. 


But we know we must affirm and express, in this setting of diversity, the 
visible, manifested, experienced, sacramental unity of Christ's Church. 


(more) 
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Unity is already given in him to all the people of God, but it is not yet 
fully shown to the world as the unity of his one body. We already belong 
to one another in Christ; we need to embody that belonging more fully in 
the specific forms of our church life. 


We do not have to begin the Church afresh in this generation. We share in 
those gifts which Christ has brought to the world; the full testimony to 
God's purpose in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments; the signs 
and seals of his presence in Baptism and Eucharist; the service rendered by 
those whom he has called to diverse ministries. We appropriate these gifts 
in many different ways, but we have a common inheritance which can enable 

us to go forward together and, therefore, go further, together. 


A CALL TO UNITE 


As members of united churches and church union committees, we emphasise the 
call to organic union. We are often asked by fellow Christians Miseit mot 
enough that we are sharing, in various ways, the given unity in Christ and 
what he provides in Scripture, Sacraments and ministry? Unity is unity in 
diversity and not uniformity; why, then, do you press so hard for acts of 
union?" 


Our answer arises from our sense of God's call to witness to Christ's cross 
and glory. We believe that he is calling us to overcome the sinfulness and 
pain of our present divisions, leaving behind personal and group security, 
to serve not only the needs of individuals but also divided communities and 
nations. This is the way in which our churches have heard the call of 

Jesus to take up our cross and follow him. This is the way in which we have 
begun to appropriate the truth that we are "fellow heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him" (Romans 
8:17). It is as we have entered upon a costly unity of the Church which is 
a death to the selfhood we cherish but new life at command of the Risen Lord 
that we have been set free to face the conflicts and tensions of our present 
situations in the world. We live in a world where Christiar are on both 
sides of political and economic antagonisms and hostilities. We live in a 
world of those conscious of being exploited and those ashamed of having 
profited from exploitation. We need a unity which can hold people together 
in such a way that they join inthe search and struggle for justice AawWerneed , 
too, a unity that can overcome the hesitations of Christians unsure how to 
receive and nurture those who respond to the one Gospel and then find many 
churches. Such a unity is contradicted where the Church is divided, and is 
clearly signalled only by a visible unity of Christians in one faith and one 
fellowship at the Lord's Table. 


The united churches are a response to the world's needs, a response in which 
we have sought to obey our Lord. Faced with the task of proclaiming and 
living the Gospel, divided churches have felt impelled to go beyond any se- 
condary considerations and to give clearer expression to their oneness in 
Jesus Christ. They have been able to accept one another in the same faith 
and to adopt structures suitable for their life and witness as one church. 


Wherever this fellowship of all in each place has been partially realised, 
there comes at once the awareness that this is only a step on a long road. 
We must be uniting as well as united churches. In the distance, we see a 
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vision of one Church, the whole people of God, made up of particular churches. 

Each particular church at its appropriate level - village, town, city, district, 
region, nation, continent . ~ expresses the fellowship of Christian in the 

one faith, one baptism, one eucharist, in mutual care and responsibility, in \ 
common witness and service. This is the vision of a church which has found 

the God-given provision for decision-making which is never arbitrary and 

a participation which is never irresponsible. 


Though the vision tarries, united churches have to ask themselves how they 
can be related to one another and to their fellow Christians of all churches, 
and how to take their place on the frontier of the struggle for the unity 

of the Church. 


Mutual Recognition 


Both our common experiences and our great variety must be recognised. Be- 
cause we have gone through the experience of a union which has in it a pain 
which is also a birth-pang and a joy which we feel impelled to share, we 
know, when we meet, an affinity across our geographical and historical sepa-~ 
rateness. Yet because we have each found our unity under the calling and 

the pressures of a particular situatipn, both of church history and national 
setting, we see one another as diverse; we hear many accents of testimony. 

We have been learning in this meeting to share Christ's gifts more completely. 
Both our felt affinity and our acknowledged diversity lead us to call our 
churches to a declaration of mutual recognition and to relationships approp-~ 
riate to such recognition. Both at the stage of union negotiations and: after 
organic union has been achieved by particular churches, there is clearly a 
need for sustained and sustaining relationships. Such relationships, far 
from being exclusive, will also help in the development of new relationships 
with conservative evangelical groups on the one hand and with the Ort hodox 
and Roman Catholic Church on the other. United churches will also be en- 
couraged by one another in their commitment to the work of unity in their 

own areas through councils of churches at local, national and regional 
levels. 


United Churches and the World Confessional Families (WCFs ) 


Common experience, coupled with diversity, has led us to consider our re-~ 
lations with the world families of churches, commonly known as the World 
Confessional Families, and to their share in the search for the expression 
of the universality of the Church. -Again and again, the WCFs have spoken 
of their organisations as provisional and changeable. They have sought in 
various ways to relate to the emergence of united churches. We acknowledge 
the help that has been given in the process of union negotiations by some 
WCFs to their member churches; but we have also experienced the way in 
which the strong traditions of the WCFs, coupled with the strength and 
financial power of their older member churches, have been an unintended 
threat or even sometimes a directly exercised hindrance to the achievement 
of union. The very nature and experience of united churches means that the 
WCFs are not, in their present form, an appropriate channel for relation- 
ships between united churches themselves and between united churches and 
churches of the traditions united in them. 


A conversation must therefore take place between united churches and union 
committees on the one hand and the WCFs on the other, a conversation in- 
cluding those united churches who feel unable to join the world families. 


(more) 
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United Churches and the World Council of Churches (WCC) 


We desire that our churches should fully participate in the work of the WCC, 
because it is an important instrument for unity. Preliminary though the WCC 
is, it deserves our eager support. We desire a greater commitment by the 

WCC to the quest for visible unity and we ask, on behalf of our churches, 

that the WCC will be ready more actively to assist and enable the process 

of union negotiation and the development of relations between united churches. 


We are firmly convinced that the united churches should not form a new 
organisation and so add to the number of WCFs. We see the WCC and, within 
it, the Faith and Order Commission, as the instrument which we need for our 
mutual reations in this time of transition from the present divisions to 
the unity of the Church. 


At the end of our meeting, we feel both responsible and elated; responsible 
because there are so many things we want our churches to think about and do; 
elated because we have experienced here in Toronto a link between our varied 
churches and church union committees akin at the international level to the 
joy of the unions we know or hope for in our local situations. Unity of the 
Church is not an end in itself; the ome God and Father of us all has a pur- 
pose directed to the unity of humankind. We claim the promise of Jesus, re- 
corded in the Fourth Gospel (John 12:32), "I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men to myself". 


To Christ, the Crucified, Risen and Ascended, be the Glory! 
EPS 
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TRIAL OF THREE KOREAN CHURCH LEADERS 


The following letter received in Geneva July 15 refers to the trial of the Rev. 
Kim Kwan Suk, general secretary of the National Council of Churches in Korea; the 
Rev. Park Hyung Kyu, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Seoul; and the Rev. 
Cho Seung Hyok, a Methodist minister serving as secretary of the Metropolitan Com- 
munity Organization and secretary of Protestant Clergy for Social Justice in Korea. 
They are charged with embezzling funds sent by the German church agency Bread for 


the World to finance community organization activities among Seoul's slum dwellers. 


Rev. Philip Potter, July{5,11975 
General Secretary, 

World Council of Churches, 

150, route de Ferney, 

1211 Geneva 20, SWITZERLAND 


Dear Dr. Potten: 


You will be anxious to hear a report of the third trial of the Reverends Kim Kwan 
Suk, Park Hyung Kyu, Cho Seung Hyuk and Kwon Ho Kyung, which in my last letter I 
informed you would take place today. 


Like the previous session, it began at 10:00 a.m. and continued even longer than 
last time, finishing around 2:30 p.m., with the next session set for July 19. 


We were very pleased indeed that Dr. Wolfgang Schmidt of Bread for the World was 
here. He was the first witness called, and extended by the need for interpretation 
to German and back to Korean, was on the stand for two hours. He was questioned by 
all five defense lawyers and by the prosecutor, and even the judge addressed one or 
two questions to him. His main problem was to get the prosecutor to understand the 
concept under which Bread for the World works. His testimony made it very clear 
that so far as Bread for the World is concerned, there was no misuse of funds. The 
defense lawyers were very pleased with his testimony, even to the extent that they 
felt that it was adequate without any further witnesses on the basis of the prose- 
cutor's indictment against the General Secretary of KNCC at least. 


Dr. Stephen Moon, acting chairman of the Seoul Metropolitan Community Organization 
(SMCO) took the stand, as did Mr. Doo Sung Lee, an Anglican layman, chairman of the 
KNCC Executive Investigating Committee, set up with regard to the accusations of 
Hwalbin Church, in the project area, that it had not received the funds promised. 
Another Church leader, who is a respected minister, Rev. Chong Dae Kim, testified 
as to the general practices in the Church on the matter of finance, etc. 


It is said that the prosecution intimated their intention of calling many witnesses, 
but in the long run it was agreed that only five of these should be called, inc lud- 
ing a medical doctor. The next session will hear their testimonies, along with two 
other witnesses (one of which is also a medical doctor) who had been requested by 
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the defense, but because of the lack of time were not called today. It should be 
noted that the medical doctors are being called in connection with the violence 
charge against Mr. Kwon. 


Once again the courtroom was filled with spectators, and the four defendants still 
appear in good spirits and good health. Many of the spectators waited outside the 
courtroom for them to be led out, put into a vehicle and taken away. As the men 
appeared, some broke into tears and others into applause. 


We are still hoping for an early settlement of the case, and we know you will be 
thinking of the four defendants and all of us on the 19th. 


Sincerely, 


(Rev.) Young Min Lee 

Acting General Secretary 

National Council of Churches in Korea 
EPS 
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KENYA CHURCHES, GOVERNMENT 

REBUKE DR. McINTIRE 

Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - The Anglican Church of Kenya, the National Christian Council 
of Kenya and a government official have all rebuked Dr. Carl McIntire and his US- 
based fundamentalist group for their criticism of liberation movements and praise 


of white supremacy. 


Dr. John C. Kamau, general secretary of the National Christian Council, said that 
freedom movements were financed first by churches not the World Council of Churches, 
"because we believe in the equality of human beings, social and political justice. 
If it were not for the freedom fighting movements in Kenya which wrested the power 
from colonialists, Dr. McIntire and others like him would not have put their foot 


on Kenya soil", Kamau said. 


In a separate statement the Anglican Bishop of Maseno South, Dr. Henry Okullu, said 
that while Kenya Christians did not subscribe to every theology promulgated by the 
World Council of Churches in detail, "we however believe that it has many good things 


and stands for the right principles in matters of human rights". 


Before anyone criticised this, they should remember that "fighting for one's politi- 
cal freedom has been accepted in Kenya as being a right, as without it Kenya perhaps 


would still not be free today", the bishop stated. 


He charged that Dr. McIntire's group was a "rebel and a reactionary group and keeps 
hopping all over the world creating unrest". If the World Council of Churches is 


wrong, he said, let the McIntire group beat it in action but not in making noise. 


Canon Burgess Carr,general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, said 
the actions of the WCC and the AACC were intended to "redeem white people from the 


stigma of being regarded as racists and oppressors". 


In a press release issued July 21, the McIntire group said that a white minority 
in Rhodesia, "in the face of great hostility from black Africa, the Communist bloc 
and the liberal democracies of the West, are determined to keep a firm grip on the 


reins of government and uphold 'Christian civilisation' in that part of Africa" 


The following day Kenya's Assistant Foreign Minister, Mr. Babu Wood, strongly con- 
demned this statement. "On the contrary", said Mr. Wood, "Ian Smith is better 
known as a leader of a racist minority regime which oppresses the black majority 


of Zimbabwe". 
Mr.Wood warned Dr. McIntire that his group should not abuse Kenya's hospitality 
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and religious freedom by turning their congress now in progress into a political 
platform for waging ideological warfare. In this connection he informed Dr. 
McIntire that the invitation reportedly issued to the exiled. Russian author 


Alexander Solzhenitsyn to address the congress should be cancelled. 
EPS 


DR. POTTER SENDS CABLE TO 
ANGOLAN LEADERS 


The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Philip A. Potter, 
yesterday sent identical cables to the Transitional Government of Angola; Mr. 
Augustino Neto of the People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA); 

Mr. Holden Roberto of the National Front for the Liberation of Angola (FLNA); 
and Mr. Jonas Savinbi of the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 


(UNITA). 
The cable read: 


"Deeply shocked by the tragic human suffering and loss of life resulting 
from the power conflict between liberation movements. To avoid full-scale 
civil war in Angola and weakening of liberation struggles of other peoples 
of Southern Africa, we urge you to renew your joint commitment to lead all 
Angolans to independence with justice and mutual respect". 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 
World Council of Churches 


Copies were also addressed to the All Africa Conference of Churches, the Christian 
churches in Angola, and the Secretary General of the Organisation for African 


Unity (OAU). 
EPS 


SACC PRESIDENT SAYS WHITE 
SUN HAS SET 


Hammanskraal, South Africa (EPS) - The Rev. John Thorne, president of the South 
African Council of Churches, told the national conference here that the period 
of the black man's subservience to the whites in South Africa was over. "It has 
been the white man's day, in which the black man was cast in the role of a 
servant", he said, "but at last the black man has realised that what matters is 
the worth he accords himself". And Mr. Thorne added: "The black man will 
take command and control of his own destiny, refusing to accept a place delegated 
to him by others, but taking his own place of dignity and worth". 

EPS 
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DEVELOPMENT COOP REGISTERS IN 

NETHERLANDS, SEEKS DIRECTOR 

Geneva (EPS) - Church leaders in the Netherlands have provided every assistance 
to the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS) now seeking to locate 
in their country, according to Diogo de Gaspar, organising secretary for the 


cooperative. 


"We feel the Netherlands offers the best possible conditions for establishing 
what some have termed a development bank",said Mr. de Gaspar, "so last week we 


made arrangements to register it there as a financial institution”. 


He mentioned specifically the aid given by the treasurer of the Netherlands Coun- 
cil of Churches, Dr. Govaert C. Kok, a notary public who helped redraft the article 
of incorporation to make sure they conform to Dutch law. De Gaspar also expressed 
appreciation for the words of encouragement offered by the Minister for Develop- 
ment Cooperation, the Hon. Jan Pronk, who assured EDCS of "all possible assistance 


in setting up the cooperative". 


Last week members of the international organizing group met with leaders of the 
Netherlands churches to finalise the articles of incorporation and to decide on 
the qualifications needed in a general manager. Applications are now being received 
and it is hoped that a manager can be chosen by October. He or she must have busi- 


ness and financial experience plus some development expertise. 


The Christian Conference of Asia is the newest member of the cooperative society on 
the basis of a $10,000 investment. To date some $1 million has been pledged toward 
the $5 million total sought. It is hoped that all member churches of the World 


Council of Churches will join EDCS. Shares can be purchased for as little as Sw.F.5 


"We realize that many churches are waiting to learn who will lead the society", said 
Mr. de Gaspar. "By October we hope to issue a prospectus listing the board of direc 
tors, the general manager and all members. The first general meeting is planned for 


November in conjunction with the WCC's Nairobi Assembly". 


Last week's meeting decided to ask the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) to sugges 
a set of projects to be considered for EDCS loans. Then if for any reason EDCS did 
not reach its goal, ECLOF could finance these projects and there would be no risk of 
frustration. Several types of projects are sought:agricultural, housing, small and 
medium-scale enterprises and handicrafts. Membership in the development bank 

is open to churches, councils of churches, church agencies and church-related organi 


sations. Each member has one vote regardless of the number of shares held. 
EPS 
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The Index provides a cross-reference in two categories: 


Geographical and Organizational 
Subject 


Stories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in 
which each appeared. 


CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Continents and Regions 

Countries 

Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 

International Organizations 

Roman Catholic Church 

World Confessional Bodies 

World Council of Churches 


CATEGORY II: SUBJECT 


Amnesty (see Conscientious Objectors) 

Assemblies and Meetings 

Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 

Church Buildings and Architecture 

Church Discipline 

Church-State Relations 

Church Union Negotiations 

Communication 

Confessional, Denominational and Organizational Life and Structure 
Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 
Development 

Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 
Education 

Environmental Issues 

Ethics 

Evangelism 

Family Life 

Festivals and Anniversaries 

Fifth Assembly 

Food Crisis 

Health and Healing 

Human Rights 

Inter-Church Aid (see also Refugees and Relief) 
Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Inter-Faith Relations (see also Dialogue) 
International Affairs 

Laity 
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Liberation 

Literature and Publications 

Liturgy and Forms of Worship 
Migrants 

Ministry 

Mission 

Orthodox Churches 

Personalities 

Personal Liberty, Morality 

Race Relations 

Refugees, Relief and Reconstruction 
Religious Liberty 

Renewal 

Repentance Actions and Reconciliation 
Sacraments 

Science and Technology 

Social, Political and Legal Problems and Christian Attitudes 
Social Service 

Spiritual Life 

Theology 

Violence/Non-violence 

Women 

Youth and Students 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


AACC--Al1l Africa Conference of Churches 

CCIA--Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
CCPD--Commission on the Churches’ Participation in Development 
CEC--Conference of European Churches 

CICARWS--Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
CMC--Christian Medical Commission 

CWME--Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 

EEC--European Economic Community 

GDR--German Democratic Republic 

ICYE--International Christian Youth Exchange 

LWF--Lutheran World Federation 

SODEPAX--Committee on Society, Development and Peace 
WARC--World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

WCC--World Council of Churches 

WSCF--World Student Christian Federation 

YMCA--Young Men's Christian Association 

YWCA--Young Women's Christian Association 
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EAC"s &. Africa Qperacione faten ut ia Gi wie w Se Gh Gules eee Sn 
ETHIOPIA 
Ethiopian Lutheran Ereed ... < o-w ds cc ee eet ees eens) eee a 
Patriarch says progressive changes will unite, strengthen Ethiopia... . 4 
RVOG station policies reviewed in LWF-Ethiopian government talks ..... 10 


Council of churches proposed in Ethiopia so... vos © su «sys ~ «| seen 
Lost children in Ethiopian drought areas reunited with families. ..... 16 


EPS Index/January-June 1975 


FINLAND 
Education for mission and new priorities 


FRANCE 
French synod expresses concern about new nuclear centers 


GERMANY (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC) 
WCC. delegation visits GDR. . . « & é 
Churches observe 30th anniversary v arid - Word ern i 


GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC) 
Churches observe 30th anniversary of end of World War Il 
Kirchentag attendance up 


GHANA 


Marginal existence no deterrent to vitality in Africa churches - Webb. 


GREAT BRITAIN 
Irish peace demonstrations continue. ....... 
New Archbishop of Canterbury enthroned 
Anglican Church sells gold stock . Cr 2 
UK Unity Commission receives working isan rg reports 


GREECE 
Archbishop Hieronymos indicted - 
Greek Orthodox patriarch holds talks es “King ich alee 


GUINEA-BISSAU 
EPS background feature on Guinea-Bissau. 


INDIA 
Lay training leaders course to be held in Bangalore. 


INDONESIA 
Indonesian lawyer freed. 


IRELAND 
Church leaders press peace offensive in Northern Ireland 
Irish peace demonstrations continue... . aan > 
Aid to Europe's trouble spots discussed by CEC ante 


ITALY 
Italian Protestants reject Holy Year .....-s 


IVORY COAST 
Ivory Coast Methodists meet... e+ e+ se ee ee ees 


KOREA 
Expelled Korean missionary addresses U.S. Congress 
Solidarity with George Ogle expressed by South Koreans 
Korean Christians released in wake of referendum... . 


13 


14 


10 


16 


Korean church women ask probe of torture allegations ...++-+ > ‘oh 

Three leading Korean Protestants detained, Christian universities ‘ee 

Team visits represent new ecumenical strategy. - - + +++ +s sess 

WCC delegation deplores attacks on South Korean churches, security scare 
tactics, 
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LESOTHO 
Lesotho churches defend political prisoners on trial ...... ss... 


MALAWI 
Malawi churches plan joint programmes. . . ss. ee ee ee ee ee ee 


MOZAMBIQUE 

WCC greets Mozambique Christians on independence . .... + +6 s+ ess 
NAMIBIA 

Texaco ceases Namibian operations. ... us ow ee 

PCR views "multiple strategies" against Afridan Hackurcune "a ‘ek «ween 

Bishop Wood's expulsion condemned. . . . . « - 2 © © © © © © © © © ww 
NETHERLANDS 

Easter greetings to Czech pastors. ... cow ee ee te: ee ae 


Development cooperative will locate in the Rethaviedis te wee ae eee 

Permanent working group for women migrants to be formed. ......-. 

Netherlands Reformed Church urges firms to scrutinize S. African invest- 
ments... °. . ate Wart ae 

Text of motion dodeen - jie tieekenda Reforkaed (Herv. ) Church. 


NEW ZEALAND 
RC-Protestant statement in New Zealand hailed as breakthrough. .... . 


NORWAY 
Norwegian bishop resigns office in protest against liberal abortion law. 


Bishop's resignation raises question of church-state relations in Norway . 


Norway debates women's pastoral training . . .. «+ s+ + ee eee wee 
PAKISTAN 

Churches ‘assess role ‘in Pakistan disasters. 6 PUI VP . SSRs. BUTHARTS 3 
PHILIPPINES 


Philippines prelate seeks probe of torture reports . . . . 2 ee es es 
Philippines clergy sound warning on eve of February 27 referendum. .. . 


PORTUGAL 
Youth voice concern for oppressed... .*+.*P9U's°S 7%. TUFF HOUR BORG aed 
RHODESTA 
Black vwRhodesian- leader arreastéds \s.is.s ula a sce Tele a Oe Se oe ees 
No Danish tours to'Rhodesia. cs *.*.*e*s 9S LR. F99L9S S108 229207) Helis 
Arrest, threat of secret trial for Sithole assailed by WCC, AACC.... 
Zimbabwe nationalist leader killed . . 6s @ 2 as «us 2 ee 


Four African nationalists to face trial in Rhodesia. .°. ss. Joho a 
Sithole explains status of Zimbabwe liberation movement to WCC staff . 


RUSSIA 
Baptist delegation meets USSR official after All-Union Congress. .... 
WCC calls on USSR government to allow observer at Vins trial ...... 
Vins appeals sentence to supreme courts of Ukraine and USSR. ...... 
Communist paper warns churches are converting youth. ......s...-. 
Team visits represent new ecumenical strategy. . . . . +s ee ee ees 


14 


3 


17 
17 
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Preparatory meeting for Fifth Assembly finds aim of "ecclesial unity" is 
basic to WCC work. ° e . ° e e e e . . ° ° . es . . e ° . e ° . e e e ° 
WCC development group meets in USSR. . «2s ee ee ee we ee ee es 


SAUDI ARABIA 
Greek Orthodox patriarch holds talks with King Khaled... 1s. se ees 


SCOTLAND (i 
Church union setbacks in Canada, Scotland; US Presbyterians proceed. . 


SENEGAL 
Senegalese Muslim leader seeks links with Ghristianes. tagactdmmme. ' eedoss 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Black convention rejects apartheid, calls for united South Africa. . . 
Swedes protest seminary take-over. . 1 6 6 eee ee ee ee es 
US churches challenge IBM activity in South Africa . . + + + s+ + ee es 
South African government rejects plea against seminary expropriation. . 
Use of white missionaries in South Africa queried. . 2.1 + s+ ss ew «© 
Catholic bishops deplore banning ....++ +++ -s 
Two bishops win appeal on floggings. . ». ». s+ + s+ + se ee ees 
South African seminary to move . . 6 1 6 se ee ee ee eee ee ee 
Australian churches hit S.A. Airways . 2. 2 6 6 ee eee ee ee we 
Botswana consultation postponed to permit more careful planning. ..».. 
Pretoria-centered commonwealth seen aim of South African detente moves . 


PCR views "multiple strategies" against African backetoundesmry + ce ww io vs 
AnglicancChurthosellsngGldostoek ie. 20 0.01015 97h. DEB RIS SOUNDS oo AS OA 
TEF staff member to Johannesburg . .. + + + «+ © «© «© « iieksseuqow 


Australian Council of Churches takes action against South African apartheid 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa attacked by parliamentary commission 
Restrictions against Christian Institute in South Africa protested world- 


wide e e e e e ° e . e ° ° e . e e e . e ° . . ° e J e e e ° s e . . 
EAC'soSs Africasopetations/rated 6... 2. 6 0 ee) oo ew) ofl May Ss ai ee Tie) 
Netherlands Reformed Church urges firms to scrutinize S. African invest- 
ments ° e e e e e . ° e e e e e e e ° e ° e ° ° e e e ° e . ° ° ° ° e e 
Text of motion adopted by Netherlands Reformed (Herv.) Church ; 
Bishop Wood's expulsion condemned. . 2. 6 + e+ ee eee ee ee es 
SPAIN 

Violations of religious liberty reported by Spanish Witnesses. . «+ © + 
SUDAN 

Human rights violations in African context analyzed. ..-. 
SWEDEN 

Swedes protest? semiHary’ TAkeHoverss Wi. ek EMAL I ML to) Cay, ATCAL BE ee Ns 
TAIWAN 


Taiwan Bible seizures infringe on religious freedom, WCC holdssheatcnxp os 


THAILAND 
Churches play key role in Indochina refugee relief work in Thailand. 


TUNISIA 
Tunisia development work passes into local re vote teenth 8 eh eres Lr ara 


19 
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URUGUAY 


World Council renews protest against Uruguayan suspension of Waldensian 


j ourna Ht . . . . e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 


USA 
Expelled Korean missionary addresses U.S. Congress .......446. 
UsSachurches challenge IBM activity in: Seuth Africa 09) os. ee wars 
Church union setbacks in Canada, Scotland; US Presbyterians proceed. . 
US -chur¢hmen Meetiowith President Ford: oot. aime. of adnadies: abner 
NesweCwWs executive director elected) c° co. 4 <s-me. G6: o.8> iste wee 
Texaco ceases Namibian operation... « wl Me ee eo) ees 
Churches' commitment to human rights vioatt Diwali » Jeheond, midleg. sasdas 
North America will prevue WCC's Nairobi Assembly ...... ee 


Role of U.S. churches at Fifth Assembly discussed by American ‘Yeldgemen, 


United Presbyterian grant to Rosca in Colombia cancelled ....... 
Canadian Presbyterians to start talks with United Church. ..... 


VIETNAM (see also Indochina) 
Plea made against using Vietnam refugees, orphans as pawns ...... 


ZAIRE 
Zaire churches seek renewal, acknowledge social changes. .......s 
Zaire ehurch.votes ,etribalization....avewvisé..d.2 t)8 sadovidts- nai tes 


Marginal existence no deterrent to vitality in Africa churches - Webb. 
Evangelization campaign in Kinshasa counts 330 conversions in 11 days. 


Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
New president of World YMCA. .... -2ussannetok «7a et Deen 


Argentina is picked as World YMCA nai Bi$etatat? So +) boene)-fad tes 
CCA leaders discuss hunger crisis, human rights; sanction development, 
youth funds . * . . . . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . 


Roman Catholic Church 
Philippines prelate seeks probe of torture reports ........e-. 
Etalian, Protestants: Pegec i, Titi Cm ed og ital lees 
Catholic bish6psdéeploresKanming sok abe beadae th, stulotaskbtonetoan. 16> 
Geneva on road to Rome, Joint Working Group says ...... soul -ae 
RC-Protestant statement in New Zealand hailed as hash esmmand ly 


WCC pleads for Indochina, Cyprus people; urges non-involvement of foreign 


forces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Malawi churches aime Sedut DYORTANMESs a) ois is. x ce « fe) eee hacia ue 
SODEPAX plans new series of consultations after rime tare by ele ole ie 


World Confessional Bodies 
WARC executive committee cancels 1977 world assembly in Scotland . . 
RVOG station policies reviewed in LWF-Ethiopian government talks ... 


World Council of Churches 
WCC protests seminaty talierovenmwolnt hes oo Gnoirieh eeeoeten ahi ea 
Baptist delegation meets USSR official after All-Union Congress. . . 


World Council renews protest against Uruguayan suspension of Waldensian 


j ournal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . > . . . 
Deeper mission commitment is moratorium's goal ........++e+ee-e 


. 


World Council of Churches prepares for Fifth Assembly in Nairobi this nee 
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WCC launches emergency appeal for Cape Verde Islanders 

WCC urges Chilean churches to continue in "critical dialogue" 
WCC calls on USSR government to allow observer at Vins trial 
Patriarch says progressive changes will unite, strengthen Ethiopia 
Dr. Van Dusen, leading WCC architect, dies 

Graduate school previews 5th Assembly. uae 

Arrest, threat of secret trial for Sithole sseaided — WCC, " AACC 
EPS background feature on Guinea-Bissau. é 
Von Hammerstein joins WCC staff. jeg 

Visser 't Hooft to receive Cardinal Bea prize. .... +. 

CICARWS names new refugee coordinator. . . ss. 2. + ee ee 6 
Non-sexist terms proposed for WCC constitution . . 

WCC membership slated to reach 280 at Nairobi. 

Development cooperative will locate in the Netherlands 

Taiwan Bible seizures infringe on religious freedom, WCC holds 
Law of the Sea conference attracts church observers. ...+s » 
WCC delegation visits GDR. ..... ‘ Di¢eseaeeaiatut.2 io. 
Justice/peace issues discussed sutaae WCC Mideast team's visit 


Preparatory meeting for Fifth aaah finds aim of "ecclesial ouity? 


basic’ to WCC work. 2.5.90 G Lens. (YAW 2292 
Strong expressions for peace given WCC dblecdttot to Middle Faia 


Role of U.S. churches at Fifth Assembly discussed by American delegates. 


SODEPAX plans new series of consultations after Assembly . 
Ideological differences influence efforts towards Christian unity. 
Lay training leaders course to be held in Bangalore. . 


Christian Institute of Southern Africa attacked by parliamentary commission 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft awarded Cardinal Bea prize by Humanum Foundation . 
WCC delegation deplores attacks on South Korean churches, security scare 


CREE TCSASS 54, Te 


Sithole explains Batak 6 Zimbabwe liberation source oe WCC eer 


WCC greets Mozambique Christians on independence 
United churches want more stress on organic union. ... 


CCIA acts on human rights violations, new economic order, Atcichr eames. 
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CATEGORY II: SUBJECT 


Assemblies and Meetings 
Churches in, southern Africa, to confée..d549hdeua 396 ani beat seeemitieeily 
Cuban.Council, of, Churches: meeta,. .. » .ideeaekOled awal veux «deoden edeutes 
Latin, Amer igans  coptinue;Taizéscouncisia ao GeWes Ao douse «tem tenade «. te04% 
CWME challenges, whole, church to. do evangelismvjativrm: Gude at hatteo dead .e9 
Risks..o£, using nucilear.energy, to be; discussed by $0.00 «and nd sc betevermell sn 
Botswana consultation postponed to permit more careful planning. ..... 
WARC executive committee cancels 1977 world assembly in Scotland ..... 
New date set, new site sought for "Botswana" conference. . 1.9% s s se « 9 
Youth. voice. concern: for, oppréessédsi atta ROS tina so? itegata. eider)edean O11 
New economic philosophy demands ceiling over affluence, floor under poverty 16 


OOD UF Fe 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 


Cuban. Council, of Churches. meets. .s4 5 « «\» » » ofG0seeistv sobseesteb <0 1 
New. Archbishop} o£; Canterbury, enthronedensi suk baasoosis. asuee} sannad\entean 3 
Week of Prayer is time to assess ecumenical scene. . . 2s s see ee ee 3 
Angolan churches seek ways to aid their emerging nation. .......ss. 6 
Geneva on raad to Rome, Joint Working Group says . . . ss ss ees w a 7 
RC-Protestant statement in New Zealand hailed as breakthrough. ...... 8 
Pentecost 1975 ~ «i dee op bPtt koweos «he aed>308 wor sane ba *XATIAG 8 
Agreement on sacraments pital Abend et otis «ont oe bia! 2244949089 od Reb bee Saat 9 
Orthodox theologians prepare contribution to 5th Assembly. ........ 10 
Central, Americana: vow,to encourage: unity: Wh ssedducS bo <a susioent sneteeeenD 11 
UK Unity Commission receives working committee reports .......... Il 
Prayers for Fifth Assembly, «nso 20% A3and arbsedre thos -postaveioh wy bl 
Preparatory meeting for Fifth Assembly ae aim of Seoclsaial unity" is 

basic; to: WE works: sya oo biet ated aus Caden demehoement.tacetn 14 
Malawi churches plan joint programmegs: sv ccunk hoo ei) ssn bdineeet antoenecotel 1N4 
Gouncil of churches, proposed din BELONG “qaasee <i baa madieeenl eet 1k 
Ideological differences influence efforts towards Christian UDLLY ssoe Ab 16 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft awarded Cardinal Bea prize by Humanum Foundation... 17 
WCC greets Mozambique Christians on independence ..........4... 19 
United churches want more stress on organic union. .........4... 19 
WCC development sroup meeta, ig URERs Gin PERM sss anbaekenecesee seakeue 


Church Buildings and Architecture 


Second inspection of Cyprus churches, mosques... « « + «sss vaee dasewels 6 


Church Discipline 


Father Kung admonished) by Vatican: j>«-(« cacetta. 0) 4 00 5) ne Gee ee 


Church-State Relations 

Church leaders press peace offensive in Northern Ireland ......... 
Baptist delegation meets USSR official after All-Union CONSESESan Ws) 3 km 
Violations of religious liberty reported by Spanish Witnesses. ..... 

Fuller information on Chile Protestant statement SD alia: ae i ade ae Mi 
Lesotho churches defend political prisoners on trial ........... 
Ethiopian Lutheran.fnped ssi iecaoh is eee: Meee ot, Mebdena 6s 
Swedeg protest seminary Cak@rqver suc .. so peti ube ae a wieemeuats kegs, ac lass aa: 
Solidarity with George Ogle expresseduby Gowth Koreans os secss xc on de ve ue eupte 
WCC urges Chilean churches to continue in "critical dialogue". ...... 
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Zaire churches seek renewal, acknowledge social changes. . ....++s.-s 
South African government rejects plea against seminary expropriation... 
Korean Christians released in wake of referendum. .......-+.068- 
MissionariescexpelledabyiGhadgoisib.dwiwal .20W io.femiiss Sesoels ,.ebe 
Vins appeals sentence to supreme courts of Ukraine and USSR. ...... 
SouthyA£ricannseminatystoimoveesliations «lioy Amsmmbi ye... ene vey @GEI8 
Origin of Chilean Protestant statement disclosed . . . 1. 1 1 se ee ee ee 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa attacked by parliamentary body. . . 
Restrictions against Christian Institute in South Africa protested world- 
Wiledere Aidoees Mutenensceeete., thbdanocyinels iowsactiogMd gsnsasedad).nsisAs 1/7 
Bishop's resignation raises question of church-state relations in Norway . 1/ 
WCC delegation deplores attacks on South Korean churches, security scare 
tackiggusies » Snavies bas sniueda atvown? .obaeuso.ecosiex.totsextb wo 1/7 
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Church Union Negotiations 


Church union setbacks in Canada, Scotland; US Presbyterians proceed. ... 6 
United Churches want more stress on organic union. .... ++ eee eee 19 
Canadian Presbyterians to start talks with United Church. ........ 19 
Communication 
World Council renews protest against Uruguayan suspension of Waldensian 
SOUTHIOLS choses GdeptRPACORMOGhOUR Was BUads  SYSQeOs  SqS4QSTEAS SVYVAYA BOBO 2 
World Council of Churches prepares for Fifth Assembly in Nairobi this year 2 
20% of Nairobi delegates will be women, first tabulation shows (<.+ .»@eik Sonn 6 
Communist paper warns churches are converting youth. ..-. + +++ e+e s id 
RVOG station policies reviewed in LWF-Ethiopian government talks ..... 10 


Confessional, Denominational and Organizational Life and Structure 


IvanweGe@aetsMethodiets meet. isin. 1. eiieicd ye om eo ee be ney ems we ee pe et tae 2 
New Archbishop of Canterbury enthroned . . . 1.» © + «© © © © © © © © ee 3 
Zaire, church.vates detvabalization wan Wels 149808 s4see tens Sosy. 24099 6 
Canadian Presbyterians to start talks with United Church... +. .-s-ss-s 19 


Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 


Violations of religious liberty reported by Spanish Witnesses. .....+. 1 
Development 
Zaire churches seek renewal, acknowledge social changes. . ... + + + e+ + 4 
Angolan churches seek ways to aid their emerging Mations + ».+ + + See7e2- 6 
Nairobi, promises heated debates. » » » 6 ss se 6 eee 6 ee eee eee if 
EPS background paper on Guinea-Bissau. . » «+ e+ © © ee ee ee ee es 10 
Central Americans vow to encourage unity . . 2. s+» «+++ e+ es se ee & ll 
Development cooperative will locate in the Netherlands... +. + + sess 12 
Tunisia development work passes into local hands . «se + + ee + se ee 13 
Lost children in Ethiopian drought areas reunited with families. .... 16 
SODEPAX plans new series of consultations after Assembly .- +++ +++ > 16 
New economic philosophy demands ceiling over affluence, floor under poverty 16 
United Presbyterian grant to Rosca in Colombia dancelléedexe.Leadieatisubaxd 1! 


WCC development group meets in USSR. « » s/s © © + ee ee ee ee ee 19 


Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 


Asian Christians, Muslims work on conflict areas . - + + + ee se ee es 2 
Senegalese Muslim leader seeks links with Chvastiansy. noeerqet-es%ialv mse 3 
Von. Hammernsteiny j0ins, WCCastatt. teed mie be ISURGah ATO begs SiemegeAcdsts 11 
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Team visits represent new ecumenical strategy. . . «+ + s+ es © © ee ee 
Justice/peace issues discussed during WCC Mideast team's visit ...... 
Ideological differences influence efforts towards Christian unity. .... 
Stendahl elected chairman of WCC Jewish dialogue group ......+2.+2448-. 


Education 
WCC. protests seminary. take-over. 2 3 satis 6s WONTAR OO N eee ee Bare 
Ivory -Coast* Methodists *meet ou Ses2 9 Gets eed INeG. 10.95NE4 aed Hla. IS 
Ecumenical Institute stresses human factor in life today ......... 
Asian: Christians, Muslims work on conflict areas . ss 2 «6 s&s 0 SOL". 
Swedes protest seminary take-over. . 2. 2. 2 2 ee se ee ee ee ee ee 
South African government rejects plea against seminary expropriation... 
CWME director rejects crusade, favours sharing and serving ........ 
South African seminary to move’. .« \ «Mi SN! oo” 2. Gs ee ee poet 
Graduate school previews 5th Assembly. . ... . . « SM@/SRSIGRON .OOIGU in 
Three leading Korean Protestants detained, Christian universities close. . 
Education. for.mission. and. newipriorities’: scurtie ..7ay sew. eedoaud), hedia 
Lay training leaders course to be held in Bangalore. . ... 2... ee ee 


Environmental Issues 
Law b6£*the"Séa Conference attractsxchurch*observers7sy eweite? .J fogMeal Dire 
French synod expresses concern about new nuclear centers ......+s64-. 


Evangelism 
CWME challenges whole church to do evangelism. . . . 2. 2. 2 wees Be 


CWME director rejects crusade, favours sharing and serving ........ 
Central’ Americans vow to encourdge! UnLtY ss ap shee a ob eri ee ue coven \eetinn 
Evangelization campaign in Kinshasa counts 330 conversions in ll days. .. 


Family Life 
French synod expresses concern about new nuclear centers .......4.-s 
Lost children in Ethiopian drought areas reunited with families. ..... 
Norwegian bishop resigns office in protest against liberal abortion law. . 
Bishop's resignation raises question of church-state relations in Norway . 


Festivals and Anniversaries 
Péntecost: LOIS.) 1 °K se eo ee a8 WoO okee ot es eee de 
WCC pleads for Indochina, Cyprus people; urges non-involvement of foreign 
forees vos 4 we IU CSRS STENTORS..14901.0,8.09 ayew.ceug gedogods .Aeloga 
Easter greetings ‘to-Czech. pastors, 1. w v) vee0Gd9> .beoeen. gent@otg ..tdovis 
Kirehentag attendance. up . .. + « s s8@@IN-Seq1N0.99 Yoqsq bavorgdoed. 24 


Fifth Assembly 
World Council of Churches prepares for Fifth Assembly in Nairobi this year 


Moratorium is one possible way to mature church relationships.*. ..... 
20% of Nairobi delegates will be women, first tabulation shows ...... 
Nairobi promises°heated debates ovo. wei 1:30 eon ye ectivig wieogove .ws 
Graduate school. previews"5th Assembly.oi coyogoee wyavy weiveeydescd beac 
Pentecost-1975 ws «ss et wk se SR eee quote seemead owed 00 
Orthodox theologians prepare contribution to 5th Assembly. ........ 
North America will prevue WCC's Nairobi Assembly . ........2 +. 48 
Prayers for-Fifth+ Assembly 880%) GoJ/ tooo.ng dog. ec leg. cositeiadd.anie 
Team visits represent new ecumenical strategy. 2. .0s0s wo. Gd Geel eoaes 
Fifth-Assembly speakers. announced. «4 . °. «Se SOW ewehilece deems .n6 
WCC membership.slated to reach 280 at Nairepic . 20... 2 se ooek eee 
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North American Assembly delegates briefed on issues, attitudes 


WGGrdelegation visits,;GDRio.weys ce o worcis 5 ats »h> he ides. 8 
Preparatory meeting for Fifth eines finds aim ME "ecclesial unity" is 
basic to WCC work... s 5. « Te Te 5 oka swe. = 


Role of U.S. churches at Fifth Daceun ly asad baad by Teceions erent eres 
SODEPAX plans new series of consultations after Assembly . 
Photo Oikoumene on Nairobi, Assembly site. .... 


Food Crisis 
CCA leaders discuss hunger crisis, human rights, sanction development, 


youthsfuldas@s sibbd Svar midsa ped ehs WON sovirar boeeg! Rode seeleas 


Health and Healing 
Primary health needs given highest priority by CMC coordinators. 


Human Rights 


Expelled Korean missionary addresses U.S. Congress .... + 
Fuller information on Chile Protestant statement sought. 
Ecumenical Institute stresses human factor in life today ......-s 


Lesotho churches defend political prisoners on trial ......- 

Solidarity with George Ogle expressed by South Koreans... - 

Catholic bishops deplore banning ..... pAG™Ie¢ 2. EsRwede 

Philippines clergy sound warning on eve of Behatany 27 4: fyududome 

Human rights violations in African context analyzed... . 

Korean church women ask probe of torture allegations . .. +++ +» 

Origin of Chilean Protestant statement disclosed\).0« svwis ‘ , i 

Churches’ commitment to human rights underlined by NCC's Siyrextiing hiegd ‘ 

CCA leaders discuss hunger crisis, human rights, sanction development, 
youth funds. ..... 2B) ext . Pelbnae t. ad sed sented 3 TTR TS 

Three leading Korean Bewisutastt detained, Gini stan universities close. 

Easter greetings to Czech pastors... : 185 

Strong expressions for peace given WCC dalesation to augaale Rast 

Churches observe 30th anniversary of end of World War Il... . +n 

Australian Council of Churches takes action against South African apaxeleon 

WCC delegation deplores attacks on South Korean churches, security scare 
CaACKHOEOR, KAP WOR, pikays (2ehe> ret basegewh,) sare + 

Bishop Wood's expulsion ebheearh orks Leki ad 0 VgaesIA sweE Oe. al die 

CCIA acts on human rights violations, new economic elicits disarmament. 


Inter-Church Aid 
Churches assess role in Pakistan disaster. . ae 
WCC launches emergency appeal for Cape Verde Tebanders ye Se 
Senegalese Muslim leader seeks links with Christians... Soli. FELINE 
Patriarch says progressive changes will unite, strengthen Ptitionta 
Marginal existence no deterrent to vitality in Africa churches ~ Webb. 
CICARWS ‘Salad Ppp staple foods, medicines for Cape Verde. 
Aid to Europe's trouble spots discussed by CE Gt IGOR : 
CICARWS aid to Indochina continues; food, medicines, Hiebedr vicaeseieatetle 
Churches play key role in Indochina refugee relief work in Thailand. 


Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Week of Prayer is time to assess ecumenical scene. . 


Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Second inspection of Cyprus churches, mosques. »- + + + + + + + + + * 
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Stendahl elected chairman of WCC-Jewish dialogue group. . 


International Affairs, War and Peace 
Church leaders press peace offensive in Northern Ireland . 


Lrish® peate* demons EPECiONs "CONnEPAUE. TA OPOPEE FIPS Fh. EN 
Indochina forum finds speedy end to war is top priority. . 
Plea made against using Vietnam refugees, orphans as pawns 
Law of the Sea Conference attracts church observers. ... 
Pacific islanders fear new nuclear build-up im area. ... 


Justice/peace issues discussed during WCC Mideast team's visit 


Strong expressions for peace given WCC delegation to Middle East 


Churches observe 30th anniversary of end of World War II..... 
CCIA acts on human rights violations, new economic order, disarmament. 


Laity 


Cuban: Council: of Churches meetss)iocsee’. Ons etiee waivers 


Lay training leaders course to be held in Bangalore. ...... 


Liberation 


CWME director rejects crusade, favours sharing and serving... 
Angolan churches seek ways to aid their emerging nation. .... 
Botswana consultation postponed to permit more careful planning. 


New date set, new site sought for "Botswana" conference. . 


PCR views "multiple strategies" against African background . . 
Orthodox theologians prepare contribution to 5th Assembly. .. 


EPS background feature on Guinea-Bissau. ...... 2.46. 


Special. Fund«grants* total$479;000e0%~ s)dnduvncmed-cs treats 
North American Assembly delegates briefed on issues, attitudes 


Four African nationalists to face trial in Rhodesia. ... 


Sithole explains status of Zimbabwe liberation movement to WCC 


WCC greets Mozambique Christians on independence ..... 


Literature and Publications 


. 


20% of Nairobi delegates will be women, first tabulation shows 


Bible distribution. in'EastermEurdpeios ub .edeatae .eetalaub & 

Non-sexist terms proposed for WCC constitution .......-s. 

Taiwan Bible seizures infringe on religious freedom, WCC holds 

Joint "Catechism" stresses points of agreement ........ 

Christian newapaper. for Ansolé, 4. "ote «ase Boe, oe ae 
Migrants 


Problems of guest workers, migrants set stage for tomorrow's world 


Permanent working group for women migrants to be formed. ..... 


Ministry 


Caribbean Methodist Church accepts first woman candidate for ordination. 
RC-Protestant statement in New Zealand hailed as breakthrough. ..... 


Norway debates women's pastoral training . .......s-. 
Canadian Anglicans can ordain women. . ......s.«-se-s 


Mission 
Ivory Coast Methodistea meatiy ss .' a> Miene> CERES OS Ombe « 
Deeper mission commitment is moratorium's goal...... 


CWME challenges whole church to do evangelism. ...... 
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Use of white missionaries in South Africa queried. 2 ee ee 
Moratorium is one possible way to mature church relationships. ...... 
CWME director rejects crusade, favours sharing and serving ...... 


Education for mission -and new "priorities C300 Of. 8a FBDOL Fale 210 
Orthodox 

Patriarch says progressive changes will unite, strengthen Ethiopia... 

Orthodox theologians prepare contribution to 5th Assembly. ....... 
Personalities 

Expelled Korean missionary addresses U.S. Congress (Ogle). ........ 

Indonesian lawyer freed (Yap Thiam Hien) ...... 2. 2. eee wae 

New Archbishop of Canterbury enthroned (Coggan). ...... 

Ethiopian Lutheran freed ..... & aeded addoxmed. in Laomic. as. 


Solidarity with George Ogle exapeeaea by South Koreans... aia oO. we 
WCC urges Chilean churches to continue in "critical Sialoguel: (Frenz). 
WCC calls on USSR government to allow observer at Vins trial....... 
New president of World YMCA (Philip) . . 1. 2. 2. 2. 6 2 ee ee ee we 
Dr. Van Dusen, leading WCC architect, dies... . Nee ee te Bo Se He Me 
Vins appeals sentence to supreme courts of Ukraine oe USSR. o ALA BE vs 
US churchmen meet with President Ford. . . . 2. 2. 2. «© © © © © © © eo 
Father Kung -admonished iby Vaticawi asnlothed .2i001. siqaia aedragesg. CHa. 
Black Rhodesian s.eaden arrest edu(Sithole)Gas0a la cidseayre bb. oy Lo udene. 2S Oe We 
Caribbean Methodist Church accepts first woman candidate for ordination 
(Roathject “otas de tai Olanthiaos. aagu tet. Won. eanan, % 
New CWS executive ur cease hiatioacd Qidateary)s PN SGT LS 2 a base. 
Arrest, threat of secret trial for Sithole assailed by WCC, AACC 0 EDS 
TEFUstat finiember ite Wohannesbure(lutw)re fqn yh tel gd WIA obs hte) Hed lai (ed 0) 
Zimbabwe nationalist leader killed (Chitepo) ......+-+.s.-. i 
Three leading Korean Protestants detained, Christian universities ees 
(ParkoChoyiKim)ona) a. MCRL Ce te. & Re a ke ke We 
Von Hammerstein joins WCC peate. si eel ard wun elas ees vei. EPONE Ss) AB 
Visser 't Hooft to receive Cardinal Bea paive. 225 atom woatagealab. tai. 
CICARWS names new refugee coordinator (van Hoogevest). . «1... ee eee 
Fifth Assembly speakers announced (Brown, Argenti, Arias, Birch, Deschner, 
Gregorios, Koyama, Andriamanjato, Stott, Carter, Talbot) ....... 
Archbishop Hieronymos indicted ....... SaneT ts i am a@fiaa, 2 
Greek Orthodox patriarch holds talks with King Khaled Qigti: ene IV, King 
Khaled) occas! coiami! toa comes. ; oe) aieaticpes Span tatcer’ d ' 
Four African nationalists to Sapte sain in Rhodesia (Mkudu, Mahachi, —— 
gumbos.Mutas@ hark OW ammbaod 1. earn gels sean kvietd. 20 16 a #fdid amet 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft awarded Cardinal Bea prize by Humanum gedaan 8 
Norwegian bishop resigns office in protest against liberal abortion law 
{(Ldénhing) «i anat om sont haboriew ybedvonstia wave tardiness & cates etre as 
Sithole explains status ee Zimbabwe liberation movement to WCC staff 
Stendahl elected chairman of WCC Jewish dialogue group . ....-.+-s-s 
Bishop Wood's expulsion condemned. .... . ehaoeyte ae « Mos. eat idiowks 
People in the news (Buti, Salonga, Nakagawa, Kolade’, Nidicho tesorks Cone). . 


Personal Liberty, Morality 


Philippines prelate seeks probe of torture reports . - ++ + + ++ sss 
Indonesbia€nillawyer.freed. . 2. 2 6 se ee te eo we eH ee ee 8 Mei 
Catholic bishops deplore banning . « «se se ee ee ee we ee ees 
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Race Relations 


Black convention rejects apartheid, calls for united South Africa. ... . 


US churches challenge IBM activity in South Africa ..... 

Use of white missionaries in South Africa queried. ...... 
Australian churches hit S.A..Airways . . 2. 2 «15 ss» eee © 8 
Texaco ceases Namibian operations. .. . ot dusltiew: 4 ce % 


Pretoria-centered commonwealth seen aim of phe African détente moves. . 


No Danish tours ta -Rhedesiadi oo.coe sow leone, egegere enais 
PCR views "multiple strategies" against African background . 
Anglican Church sells gold. stock. 0 s)#) + ««get-gnee se wilelt 
Special Fund grants total $479,000 © . «seyese « ecerw leds 


. . . . . ° 


Restrictions against Christian Institute in South Africa protested world- 


wide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 


Australian ate at ieuctice takes action against South African apartheid 


BAC's S. Africa .operationectateduad vd. beaase » od gt aoa. Aa 


Netherlands Reformed Church urges firms to aexapisiais Ss. African invest- 


ments. . > . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Text of motion Eien tad oat Raskechaads. Réficsined (Herv.) Church 


Refugees, Relief and Reconstruction 

Churches assess .role in .Pakistan disasters <dgeie end | dtdw. Sens 
CICARWS prepares staple foods, medicines for Cape Verde. ... 
New CWS executive director elected s/s J 6s). ws luneme Gedeel. ms 
Plea made against using Vietnam refugees, orphans as pawns. . 
CICARWS names new refugee coordinator. ove acoembigen ers 
WCC pleads for hee pe Cyprus people; urges non-involvement 

forces... . « et alets cd #06 ‘ so@e. 2 & 


of foreign 


Lost children in Sthianien haiahih areas aeitdhtied with fami lidewm tia2s. TG 
CICARWS aid to Indochina continues; food, medicines, shelter provided. .. 
Churches play key role in Indochina refugee relief work in Thailand. ... 


Religious Liberty 


Baptist delegation meets USSR official after All-Union Congress. ..... 


Violations of religious liberty reported by Spanish Witnesses. 


World Council renews protest oe Uruguayan suspension of Waldensian 


j ournal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
WCC calls on USSR ncannoneaiia Bis abla observer at Vins trial . 
Missionaries extpebled by Ched aoe. dé ten otieeoebiad dogsiwsq 3 


Vins appeals sentence to supreme courts of Ukraine and USSR. . 
Origin of Chilean Protestant statement disclosed ....... 
Taiwan Bible seizures infringe on religious freedom, WCC holds 


Renewal 
Zaire churches seek renewal, acknowledge social changes. 


Repentance Actions and Reconciliation 


Indochina forum finds speedy end to war is top priority. .. 
Plea made against using Vietnam refugees, orphans as pawns . . 
UK Unity Commission receives working committee reports .... 


Motion adopted by the Synod of the Netherlands Reformed (Herv.) Church . 


Sacraments 
Agreement on sacramentsepubhi sheds. +). (eee atolgah aq: 
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Science and Technology 


Ecumenical Institute stresses human factor in life today .....+.. 
Risks of using nuclear energy to be discussed. . . . . + + + s+ see > 


Social, Political and Legal Problems and Christian Action 


Churches in. southern. Africa to confer. 10.95 ee kw 8 ee 8 ew ew 
Philippines prelate seeks probe of torture reports . .. ++ ++ +s: 
Lesotho churches defend political prisoners on trial .....+-+-+-+s-s 
Philippines clergy sound warning on eve of February 27 referendum. ... 
Two bishops Win appeal on floggings. . «1. »- 2 +» 5 © © es ee os 
Korean church women ask probe of torture allegations ..... - 


Churches' commitment to human rights underlined by NCC's governing board . 


heed Ve Cie i oni ot CU Dale eres oe, <6 al sek Rel ek iedoss diet nat, eo os 66 ue) ee e's 


Social Service 


Tunisia development work passes into local hands... +. + + s+ e+ eee + 


Spiritual Life 


Week of Prayer is time to assess ecumenical scene. . -+ + + + + e+ ee 5 

Pravyere tot Gili ASSCMDIY ee ee ss 8 es te rk ee Be 8 ee we 
Theology 

Ecumenical Institute stresses human factor in life today ....+.+-s.-s 

CWME challenges whole church to do evangelism. . . . + s+ + + + ees 

Faive chureh votes detribalization . 0 « « + 5 6 6 wee os 8 

Human rights violations in African context analyzed... - s+ ++ ses 

Nairobi promises heated debates. . . 2. 1 6 2 ee ee ee ee eee ees 

Graduate school previews 5th Assembly. . . ~ - © © 2 © © © © © © w © 


Violence/Non-violence 


Women 


Two bishops win appeal on floggings. . . . © 2 6 se eo ee ee ee 
Government grant aids IWY project in Australia . «©. ee + © ee ee es 
20% of Naircbi delegates will be women, first tabulation shows .... . 
Paire church votes detrinabiZzation si. 8 6 soe WE he el ee 8 es 
Korean church women ask probe of torture allegations .....+-+-s-s 


Caribbean Methodist Church accepts first woman candidate for ordination. 
Churches' commitment to human rights underlined by NCC's governing board 


Non-sexist terms proposed for WCC constitution . . - + + + + + ss e «© + 
French synod expresses concern about new nuclear centers . - + + + +s + 
Permanent working group for women migrants to be formed. ..~. ++ +s 


Norwegian bishop resigns office in protest against liberal abortion law. 
Bishop's resignation raises question of church-state relations in Norway 
Norway debates women's pastoral CCAS ce hah eee ese css Fel p iets ek hai" Se 7 
Canadian Anglicans can ordain women. . . - » + «+ + s+ 5» © # © © eo s 


Youth and Students 


Latin Americans continue Taizé council . ....-+ ++ +-++e-s 

Communist paper warns churches are converting youth. . . +. .«.«-s+-» >. 

CCA leaders discuss hunger crisis, human rights; sanction development, 
Pe ee Pee a ey ee i me RS aS oho oe 8 ne os 


Youth voice comcern for oppressed, . «5 ss se 6 6 ete et ee ee ee 
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116 THEOLOGICAL PROJECTS AIDED 


Bromley, England (EPS) - A record sum of $895,000 has been distributed among 
116 projects in the field of theological training by the Theological Education 
Fund Committee which held its annual meeting here recently. The two largest 
grants went to Indian and Latin American projects which exemplify TEF's desire 


to foster regional decision-making and development, 


In the first instance the Serampore College Senate was granted $150,000 to put 
into effect a new national structure for theological education in India. Cli- 
maxing a three-year study of how to get more effective coordination, the grant 
will enable a local committee to combine concern for quality academic work with 


a new emphasis on research and experimentation. 


The second large grant, made possible by the receipt of $300,000 from the Lilly 
Endowment in the USA, is earmarked for theological education by extension and 
other alternative methods in Latin America. A special commission was authorized 
to encourage, develop and screen applications for grants from throughout the 
continent, Its recommendations are expected to receive special attention when 


TEF holds its 1976 meeting at the Methodist Institute in Alajuela, Costa Rica. 


The remainder of the grants are for such projects as consultations to discover 
more viable means of theological education, faculty scholarships for study in 


Third World countries and extension courses for both clergy and laity. 


In his annual report to the committee, Dr. Shoki Coe, TEF's director, noted 

several accomplishments, These included the publication of Viability in Context, 

a study of the financial and academic resources of Third World seminaries written 
by Herbert M. Zorn; increased giving from churches throughout the world; publica- 
tion of three additions to the TEF English textbook series; and the growing number 


of innovative patterns of education in areas where the Fund's staff is working. 


With TEF's mandate scheduled to expire in 1977, a special task force was appointed 

in 1974 by the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism to examine how the World 
Council of Churches should continue to express its interest in theological education 
in the future, The interim report presented by the task force suggested that any aid 
given should concentrate on the leadership in the churches, should be on a six- 
continent basis and should seek to liberate theological education from various forms 
of "servitude", 

The committee expressed regret at the loss of the Rev. Desmond Tutu who resigned 


from the staff to become the first black dean of Johannesburg's Anglican cathedral, 


Prof, Hans Gensichen of Germany will act as consultant for one year. 
EPS 
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NCCK CHAIRMAN EXPLAINS 

McINTIRE EXPULSION 

Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - A major reason for the expulsion of Dr. Carl McIntire from 
Kenya last week was his praise for Ian Smith of Rhodesia as the custodian of 
"Christian civilisation" and his hostile and negative attitude towards the African 
liberation movements, according to Bishop Lawi Imathiu, chairman of the National 


Christian Council of Kenya. 


Responding to questions about the reasons behind the deportation, the Methodist 
bishop said Dr. McIntire was warned about the Rhodesia statement but instead of 
heeding the warning he said the government owed him an apology. This was seen as 


a sign of extreme arrogance. 


Noting that Kenya has freedom of speech and worship enshrined in her constitution, 
Bishop Imathiu pointed out that the 9th congress of the McIntire group was allowed 

to continue until its scheduled closing date. Also the protest of congress delegates 
against Dr. McIntire's deportation was published in the local newspapers without 


government interference. 


On the other hand, Bishop Imathiu explained, Kenya as a sovereign state will not 
tolerate any persons coming under the guise of Christianity but using all their 
efforts in waging ideological warfare and discrediting the African liberation 


movements. 


The format and strategy used by the McIntire group and the subsequent deportation 
of Dr. McIntire "will in no way affect preparations for the Fifth Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches", the bishop said. "It is important to understand that 
Carl McIntire's expulsion was a result of his own discourtesy and disrespect of the 
hospitality and freedom accorded to him by the Kenyan government and her people", 


Bishop Imathiu concluded. 
EPS 


AACC EXECUTIVE WANTS THEOLOGY 
ROOTED IN AFRICAN SOUL, SOIL 


Nairobi, Kenya (EPS) - A theology that is both universal and relevant to the 
peoples of Africa is the need of Christian churches in that contjnent, according 


to the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC). 
The Executive Committee of the AACC, which has been meeting here this week, pledged 


(more) 
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to continue to work for the development of a theology rooted in the word of God with 
a universal dimension but also reflecting "the situation in which the people of 
Africa live, their critical social, political and economic circumstances, their 


spirituality and cultural setting". 


"Theology should always be rooted in the heart, soul and soil of the people, coming 
in the language, idiom and thought forms of the people", said a communiqué issued 
at the close of the meeting. The committee noted the urgent need for theological 


education not only for the ordained ministry but for the whole People of God. 


On the political front the committee reaffirmed the AACC's support for liberation 
movements committed to freeing black people from colonial exploitation and racial 
domination, and to redeeming white people from "the stigma of being racists and 


oppressors". 


Expressing solidarity with the Christian Institute of Southern Africa, which has 
been declared an "affected organisation" py the South African government, the AACC 
also condemned the expulsion from Namibia of the Anglican bishop, Richard Wood, his 


wife and Mr. Rolf Freide, director of the Christian Centre at Windhoek. 


"The continued persecution of Christian bodies and individuals clearly demonstrates 
that the South African government has no intention of engaging in detente inside 


South Africa itself", said the communiqué. 


African churches were urged to study seriously the principles of moratorium and 
self-reliance. The committee said a moratorium on foreign money would enable the 
churches to discover an authentic form of African Christianity which can in turn 
enrich all Christian churches. Also it would encourage the African churches to 
cast off dependent attitudes that many have adopted, establish their own priorities 


and become fully missionary churches. 


The AACC re-elected Canon Burgess Carr as general secretary for another five years, 
expressed gratitude that the affiliation fees of member churches increased by 28% in 
1974, and announced the corner stone of its new headquarters would be laid on Sunday, 
November 30. Member churches are being taxed $3,000 each over a five-year period. The 
Executive voted to seek grants and loans totaling $500,000 from US mission boards. 

A number of staff appointments were approved including Mrs. Jael Mbogo as deputy 


general secretary. 
EPS 
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CICARWS ISSUES $1 MILLION APPEAL 

FOR ROMANIAN FLOOD SUFFERERS 

Geneva (EPS) - An appeal for $1 million to aid flood victims in Romania has been wn 
launched by the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and Wordd Service (CICARWS). 
Churches belonging to the World Council of Churches are asked to contribute funds 

with which to buy medicines and reconstruct church properties in the flood-ravaged 


areas. 


The appeal was made after discussions between CICARWS executives and Bishop Antonie 
Ploiesteanul, patriarchal vicar of the Romanian Orthodox Church. He forwarded a 

list of medicaments provided by the Romanian Red Cross. Some $633,000 of the appeal 
will go for this purpose. Meanwhile Das Diakonisches Werk, the West German church 
relief agency, has agreed to pay one-third of this sum and take charge of pur- 


chasing and shipping the supplies. 


Bishop Antonie plans to form a commission in Bucharest to assess the damage done 
to church buildings and to set priorities for their repair. All Christian churches 
will be represented on the commission, which will make proposals on how CICARWS 


funds will be used. 


Nearly 1 million people were seriously affected by the floods that inundated 
2,470,000 acres early July. Approximately one-fourth of the grain crop was des- 


troyed and some 270 factories damaged or put out of commission. 
EPS 


WCC REFUGEE ARM READY TO HELP 
CHURCHES RELOCATING REFUGEES 
Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has set aside $150,000 for emergency 


and integration assistance to Indochina refugees in Asia and Europe. 


According to Mrs, Mercedes Saitzew of the WCC's refugee staff, there are still 
approximately 25,000 refugees waiting immigration or integration in their countries 
of first asylum. Due to cultural, educational and language backgrounds, they would 


prefer to go to French or English-speaking countries, 


Through the efforts of the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration, the 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees and the voluntary agencies, 6,376 persons have been 
resettled from countries of first asylum (Thailand, Hong Kong and Singapore). Of 
this number 3,288 went to the United States, In addition, a much larger number were 


flown directly from South Vietnam to Guam and Wake Islands and from there to the USA. 


(more) 
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Now emphasis in the programme has shifted from Guam to the Southeast Asian countries. 
The refugees in Thailand are especially in need of aid because for many of them re- 


settlement outside Thailand will be the only solution, 


The Church of Christ in Thailand has been assisting refugees to register and putting 
them in touch with the appropriate embassy. Thus a large block of the World Council's 
money is being reserved to aid the work of the Thai churches, In addition to pro- 
cessing refugees they have been distributing rice, giving refugees building materials 
for shelters, making medical care available and counselling individuals. They will 


also improve sanitation at three camps- Khlong Yai, Udon and Nam Pong. 
EPS 


EUROPEAN YOUTH ASSEMBLY SET 

FOR OCTOBER IN SWITZERLAND 

Matrahaza, Hungary (EPS) - A very critical look at ecumenism is the major agenda 
item for the 7th General Assembly of the Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe (EYCE) 


scheduled for next October in Les Diablerets, Switzerland. 


After an introduction by EYCE's chairman, Wolf-Dietrich Gutsch of the German 
Democratic Republic, some 70 representatives of 28 national youth councils and 

10 other youth organisations will look at the theological roots of ecumenism as 
presented by one of the Scandinavian participants. Then Dr. Konrad Raiser, deputy 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, will react to the main theme. 


"Ecumenism - a Way? to Where?". 


At a planning session held here recently the Executive Committee evaluated the 
findings of last Easter's European Youth Conference held at Driebergen, Netherlands. 


It had recognized that division exists not so much between churches as within churches. 


"We are in the second stage of ecumenism", said one working group. "We claim to have 
community, a common confession of faith and the preaching of a common Gospel. But 


actually this is the bare minimum. Unity means much more than that." 


The youth at Driebergen called for more honesty about ‘the superficial nature of 
the unity that now exists. In this connection they viewed the Fifth Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches as a time of crisis for the ecumenical movement. But 
it could be a "good" crisis, they said, if it leads to theological and political 


liberation, creating new hope. 


In an equally self-critical vein they asked how much true unity is found in the 
Ecumenical Youth Council of Europe, or whether it is simply an organisation like 
any other. The October assembly will need to re-examine its purpose, structures 


and priorities to decide whether the council should continue, they said. 
EPS 
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SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL SAYS 

"DRASTIC APARTHEID" CONTINUES 

Hammanskraal, South Africa (EPS) - Steps taken by the South African government to 
relax racial discrimination as part of its attempt at detente with its black 
African neighbours were termed "superficial" by the National Conference of the 


South African Council of Churches (SACC). 


A resolution, passed without a dissenting vote, attacked the government for con- 
tinuing "drastic apartheid measures such as the plan to move 200,000 people to 
yet another vast dumping ground at Committees Drift" in the Cape Province. It 
also condemned government attemps to "'terrorise many of its internal critics and 


opponents into silence”. 


The council said further attempts to impose totalitarian control over the people 


would in the end "only help to hasten violent confrontation". 


Changes were called for on a wide number of issues including "a fair share of 
power, responsibility and land", "an end to the migratory labour system and conse- 


quent disruption of many black families", "an end to job reservation and the colour 


bar in industry and commerce" and "an end to bannings, house arrests and detentioa 


without trial". 


Efforts to amend the resolution were defeated by large majorities. After the vote 
was taken strong objections were expressed by the Rev. A.H. Jeffree James, repre- 


sentative of the Baptist Union of South Africa, which holds observer status in SACC. 
EPS 


_THEOLOGIANS TO REFLECT ON SCIENCE 


Geneva (EPS) - Some 25 theologians and scientists will meet in Mexico City August 
20-27 to discuss the theological issues underlying decisions about the use made of 


contemporary science and technology. 


Behind such popularly discussed ethical issues as risk-taking in nuclear energy 
production, resource-sharing in a finite world and control of reproduction through 
the new genetics are very basic theological questions, according to the executives 
of the World Council of Churches' Programme Unit on Faith and Witness. They require 
a judgement about the value of life that is seldom consciously examined. 
Another area for discussion is the extent to which the scientific enterprise is 
determined by one's culture rather than the search for pure truth about the material 


universe. Today some critics have suggested that non-technological, "traditional" 
cultures are healthier than more technologically oriented societies. 


The consultation's findings will go to the Fifth WCC Assembly at Nairobi later this 
year. It will be considering what role the churches can play in a technological 
world, 
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GREEK CHURCH CUTS CONTACTS WITH ROME 


Athens (EPS) - The Greek Orthodox Church has broken relations with the Roman 
Catholic Church in protest against the latter's naming of a new bishop of the 
Uniat church in Greece. The announcement was made by Archbishop Seraphim, 


primate of the Church of Greece. 


Since the death of Bishop Hyacynthe, Uniat metropolitan of Greece, the Orthodox 
Church had sought to persuade the Vatican to leave the post vacant in the interests 
of improving relations between the Greek Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic 


Church’. 


However, on July 28 Pope Paul VI named the Rev. Anargiros Printesis as the bishop 
for Catholics of the Byzantine rite (Greek). Archbishop Seraphim said this decision 
was contrary to the spirit of cooperation which had come to characterize relations 


between the two churches. 


The term Uniat is applied to churches of Eastern Christendom in communion with 
Rome. They are located throughout the Middle East with the largest group in the 


Ukraine. The Greek branch numbers approximately 1,200 members. 
EPS 


"DESTROY ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS", 

AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL SAYS 

Sydney, Australia (EPS) - Looking towards the 30th anniversary of the bombing of 
Hiroshima (August 6), the Executive Committee of the Australian Council of Churches 
has restated its opposition to the acquisition of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons 
by Australia. It rejected a concept of security based on mass destruction of 


civilian populations. 


The ACC "urges full and informed public discussion of the government's nuclear 
policy, supports the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and expresses the conviction 
that all nuclear weapons should be destroyed and prohibited by all nations". Church 
people were urged "to study the issues, pray and act to prevent nuclear prolifera- 


Eton’. 
EPS 
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EMERGENCY APPEAL FOR ANGOLA 

IS LAUNCHED BY CICARWS 

Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches' Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS) is launching an emergency appeal for an initial $100,000 
to help alleviate the suffering caused by the dislocation of families in the strife 


in Angola. 


The appeal was sént to member church aid agencies this week in response to pleas 
from the churches in Angola. The general secretary of the Evangelical Council of 
Churches, located in Central Angola, reported the Council's own relief efforts for 
refugees had so far consisted of food, shelter and finding land they can cultivate. 
But, the Angolan church leader said, much more is needed than can be accomplished 


with the limited funds at the Council's disposal. 


The CICARWS emergency appeal points out that the urgency of needs is a direct result 

of the bitter struggle between liberation movements. Loyalties to different movements 
have been intertwined with ethnic and regional loyalties. In addition to the suffering 
and misery caused by actual fighting, there have been large-scale flights of people 


across the country seeking security with their own ethnic and political groupings. 


On 23rd July Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
expressed shock over events in Angola (EPS No. 22). In identical cables to the Transi- 
tional Government and the three liberation movements he urged that full-scale civil 


war be avoided. 


CICARWS will make efforts to channel aid to the churches of Angola in equitable amounts 
for the three areas of the country. Because current conditions make distribution of 


material aid questionable, money will be sent in the first instance. 


As far as is known, the FNLA (National Front for the Liberation in Angola) operates 

in the north of the country where there is a predominance of Baptist churches; the 
MPLA (People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola) occupies the eastern and central 
areas where Protestant churches are mostly of the Methodist tradition; UNITA (Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola) controls the south of the country where many 


churches are aligned with the United Church of Christ and the United Church of Canada. 


The CICARWS emergency appeal notes that at a time when government machinery is hampered 
by internal conflicts, people turn to the churches first. The churches still seem to 


have the organizational facilities to provide relief and rehabilitation. 


The emergency appeal is for immediate aid. Requests for long-range assistance to the 


refugees will be referred to the All Africa Conference of Churches. 
EPS 
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STIFF SENTENCES FOR SOUTH KOREAN 

CHURCH LEADERS SOUGHT BY STATE 

Stuttgart, Germany (EPS) - The trial of four leading South Korean churchmen was 
concluded on August 2 and the public prosecutor asked for prison terms ranging 
from three to five years, according to word received here by the German church 


relief agency Bread for the World. Sentencing is due to take place on August 16. 


The prosecution recommended a three-year sentence for the Rev. Kim Kwan Suk, general 
secretary of the National Council of Churches in Korea. Five-year sentences were 
sought for the Rev. Park Hyung Kyu, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Seoul, 
and the Rev. Kwon Ho Kyung, assistant pastor of First Church. And a four-year term 
was recommended for the Rev. Cho Seung Hyuk, a Methodist minister who is secretary 


of the Metropolitan Community Organisation in Seoul. 


The four were tried on a charge of embezzling funds sent from Germany to finance 
community organisation activities among slum dwellers., At the third session of 
their trial, held July 5, Dr. Wolfgang Schmidt of Bread for the World was present 
and testified that so far as his organisation was concerned there was no misuse of 
funds. Officials of Hwalbin Church in Seoul alleged that they were entitled to 


some of the German money but had not received it. 
EPS 


PRESBYTERIAN ASKS CONGRESS 

TO ACT ON SOUTH KOREA 

Washington D.C. (EPS) - The stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church USA, 

Mr. William P. Thompson, urged the United States to notify the government of South 
Korea that economic and military assistance will be continued only after Korea makes 


substantial progress in human rights. 


Appearing before the Senate Subcommittee on Foreign Assistance, Mr. Thompson said 
"the present methods of authoritarian repression of human rights will surely destroy 
the long-range security, peace and well-being of the nation". He mentioned a number 
of human rights violations he had sought to investigate during his recent visit to 


South Korea (EPS No. 17). 


Mr. Thompson also urged Congress to examine policies of the World Bank. Although 

it professes to make loans that benefit the lowest economic levels of society, he 
said it recently loaned more than $160 million to President Park's government 
"without any evidence that concern was expressed for the rights of workers or for 
the participation of representatives of the poorest sectors in the nation's develop- 


ment planning". 
EPS 
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DR. BRASH COMMENDS VATICAN 
DOCUMENT ON ECUMENISM 


Geneva (EPS) - The Vatican document concerning Roman Catholic membership in councils a 
of churches has been sent out by the World Council of Churches to the 80 national 


councils in fellowship with it. 


In commending the 29-page document for "serious study" Dr. Alan A. Brash, deputy 
general secretary of the WCC, wrote that it clearly challenges all churches "to 
examine carefully what it means to belong to an ecumenical council". For those 
that do not include the Roman Catholic Church, it provides a basis for possible 


conversations. 


Noting that all churches are concerned about their own autonomy, Dr. Brash wrote: 
"Tt will naturally be recognized in any conversations that if we have a common 
commitment to one another in Jesus Christ, we are in some degree responsible for 


one another, and in some degree affected by belonging to one fellowship of obedience". 


"It would be a tragedy", Dr. Brash continued, "if the admission of any particular 
church or the attitude of present member churches were to reduce a national council 
of churches to silence and inactivity. This is certainly not what the ecumenical 
commitment means - and I believe it is not what our Roman Catholic friends intend", 


he said. 


At present 19 national councils of churches have the Roman Catholic Church as a full 


member, and the number is increasing. 


Dr. Brash found the document helpful "because it makes quite clear that Christian 
unity can be restored only by a common commitment in fellowship and action to 


obedience to Jesus Christ". 


Entitled "Ecumenical Collaboration at the Regional, National and Local Levels", the 
document was issued July 8 by the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian 
Unity. It was sent to all episcopal conferences in line with Pope Paul's expressed 
hope that Holy Year would achieve spiritual renewal and reconciliation among 


Christians. 


Putting major emphasis on the local church as "a primary element of the ecumenical 
situation", the document also discussed councils of churches at some length. The 
decision on whether or not a Roman Catholic church joins a council rests with "the 


highest ecclesiastical authority in the area served by the council”. 


Forms of cooperation considered appropriate by the Holy See include prayer, Bible 
work, chaplaincies, publications, ecumenical institutes and study centres, medical 


work, development efforts and responses to emergencies and human needs. 
EPS ae 
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DISTINCT TASKS OF REGIONAL BODIES 

DISCUSSED AT GENEVA CONSULTATION 

Geneva (EPS) - The nature of relationships between regional ecumenical bodies and 
the World Council of Churches came under review at a week-long consultation held 
in Geneva 28 July to 1 August. Regional councils have played an increasingly sub- 


stantial role in the last 10 years. 


In addition to World Council of Churches representatives, participants in this first 
consultation of regional ecumenical organizations came from the All Africa Conference 
of Churches; Caribbean Conference of Churches; Christian Conference of Asia; Con- 
ference of European Churches; Middle East Council of Churches; Pacific Conference 
of Churches; UNELAM (Movimiento Pro Unidad Evangelica Latinoamericana); and the 


National Council of Churches USA. 


Discussions chaired by Dr. Philip A. Potter, WCC general secretary, acknowledged 
that regional bodies are distinct but equal participants with national and world 
organizations in the ecumenical movement. Their strong relationship to the World 
Council of Churches should be reinforced in programmatic, issue-oriented ways but 


without prejudice to their administrative autonomy. 


Conferees agreed that further study is necessary to develop designs which will 
avoid programme duplication and provide for joint planning and consultation. 
Expression was also given to the need for defining the roles of world and regional 
councils vis-a-vis each other and in relation to confessional bodies, the Roman 
Catholic Church and its regional groupings, para-ecclesiastical movements and other 


faiths. 


A final consultation document is to record the substance of discussions. 
EPS 


MONKS FOR SWEDEN 


Oestanback, Sweden (EPS) - Monastic life is experiencing a renaissance in Sweden 
for the first time since the Reformation. Bishop Bengt Sundkler, who formerly 
served in Tanzania, officiated at a service in which four men took vows of celibacy 
and poverty and promised to remain part of the community here. Since the Church 

of Sweden has no official regulations for monasticism, the effort is considered a 
private initiative , said Archbishop Sundby. The four founding members are 
Johannes Linden, Cecarius Cavallin, Bengt Horberg and Ingmar Svantesson. Three 


other young men are waiting to take their vows. 
EPS 


No. 24 - 7th August 1975 6 


CHURCH ASSISTANCE IN CAPE VERDE 

DROUGHT EMERGENCY COMPLETED 

Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service reports 
completion of a six-month $108,000 emergency aid programme for the drought-stricken 
Cape Verde Islands. Any further action for Cape Verde will be part of the 1975/76 
programmes of assistance to non-church groups in Africa. In addition, the Cape Verde 
Government is applying for membership in CILSS (Inter-State Committee against Drought 
in the Sahel) since the emergency is seen as part of the broader crisis affecting 


the entire Sahelian region of West Africa. 


Response to last January's emergency appeal for $100,000 has amounted so far to 
$107,765, which came from church aid agencies in Australia, Canada, Denmark, Germany, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. Material, aid. con- 
sisted of 20 tons sugar, 40 tons rice, 30 tons skimmed milk powder, 20 tons maize 
seed and urgently needed drugs. The cost of transportation and distribution was 


also assumed. 
EPS 


NEW ETHIOPIAN LAW HITS CHURCHES 


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (EPS) - The Ethiopian government has decided to confiscate 
all real estate on which the owner derives rent. This means that a family can own 
only the house in which it normally lives. The measure also applies to legal 
entities such as churches, mission societies and charitable organisations. Exempt 


under the law are houses of worship and other buildings used for church activities. 


Owners of confiscated houses will be compensated. However, no compensation will 


be given for property in excess of 500 sq. metres in urban areas. 


According to the Evangelical Press Service of Frankfurt, Germany, the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church annually receives rents totalling SwF. 1.3 million and the Mekane 
Jesu Church (Lutheran) gets SwF. 55,000. As of August 7 all rent is paid directly 


EO the state. 


Some 50,000 Ethiopians are affected by the new law, including the upper class, 
members of the previous government and merchants who are the chief target of the 


law. The state will gain SwF. 125 million additional income. 
EPS 
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HOSPITAL COSTS FORCE CHURCHES 

TO NEW FORMS OF HEALTH CARE 

Geneva (EPS) - Christian hospitals in South Africa have been receiving almost 100% 
of their operating expenses from the government. Thus the recent announcement that 
government will take over the management of these hospitals represents an inevitable 
progression, according to Mr. James McGilvray, director of the Christian Medical 


Commission (CMC). 


With hospital costs soaring, the churches in many African countries and elsewhere 
have been unable to bear the burden alone. In several cases the CMC has been invited 
to discuss other ways in which the churches can express their ministry of healing, 
Mr. McGilvray said. For example, he visits Ghana this month to participate in a 
consultation called by the Roman Catholic bishops and Protestant denominational leaders. 
Also attending will be the Commissioner for Health and the Director for Medical 


Services of the government. 


Asked by Ecumenical Press Service to comment on a recent news report that four 
Methodist hospitals in South Africa were being taken over by the government, he said 
some 100 hospitals are in the same situation. Most are located in the "homelands" 
to which the government relegates black Africans. Likewise in Nigeria 18 hospitals 
in the Western State were taken over by government in May. Now the government of 


Mozambique has taken similar action. 


Dimension, the Methodist newspaper in South Africa, strongly protested the govern- 
ment's intention to take over the new $2.2 million Moroka Hospital this year and 


Mount Coke Hospital, Manguzi and Bethesda Hospitals by 1979. 


The Christian Medical Commission has advocated church support for community health 
care that would benefit all the people rather than a few large hospitals whose 
services are accessible only to those who can afford to pay. In several instances 
it has helped to formulate national plans integrating both church and government 


facilities to meet the needs of the total population. 
EPS 


BISHOP MUZOREWA TO LONDON 


London (EPS) - Bishop Abel Muzorewa, president of the African National Council (ANC) 
in Rhodesia, was reported to be on his way here at the invitation of the British 
Foreign Office. According to Reuters wire service, the British Government wanted 
to review Rhodesian developments in view of the continuing deadlock over the venue 
for a constitutional conference between the ANC and the white minority government 
of Ian Smith. 

EPS 
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FINNISH ECUMENICAL SERVICE 

UNITES SUMMIT PARTICIPANTS 

Helsinki (EPS) - Heads of state, ambassadors and large numbers of the diplomatic 
corps attended a history-making ecumenical service here July 31 during the European 
Security Conference. While the bells of all Helsinki churches pealed in unison, 
they filed into the ultra-modern Temppeli Church near the conference site to pray 


for peaceful development all over the world. 


Archbishop Makarios of Cyprus, Prime Minister Leo Tindemans of Belgium, Archbishop 
Agostino Casaroli of the Vatican and ambassadors from the USA, Canada, Austria, 
Spain and Greece attended the service organized by Finland's Lutheran, Orthodox, 


Roman Catholic and Methodist churches. 


The service conducted in the six ESC official languages plus Swedish and Finnish 
concluded with the Lord's Prayer which all prayed together each in his or her own 
language. Leading the service were Dr. Aimo T. Nikolainen, Lutheran bishop of 
Helsinki; Orthodox Metropolitan Johannes; the Rt. Rev.Paul Verschuren, Roman 


Catholic bishop of Finland; and Methodist Pastor Sergei Dubrovin. 
EPS 


MIXED MARRIAGE AGREEMENT 

CONCLUDED IN CONGO 

Brazzaville (EPS) - The new six-point agreement on mixed marriage is being hailed 
as a "breakthrough" in Protestant-Roman Catholic relations in Congo. Some observers 


even see it as a possible model for other French-speaking African countries. 


Under the agreement the Roman Catholic Church and the Evangelical Church in Congo 
both recognize the validity of mixed marriage ceremonies performed in either church 


by the regular priest or pastor. 


While urging their members to choose a marriage partner of the same confession in 
order to avoid all the problems that a mixed marriage entails, the two churches have 


nevertheless agreed on a procedure to follow when a mixed marriage appears inevitable: 


- each partner applies to his or her own church for a special dispensation; 

- both partners promise to remain faithful to their respective churches and to 
give their children a Christian education; 

- both parents will decide in which church their children will be educated. They 
may decide to give the child a knowledge of both churches and let the child 
choose when he/she attains sufficient maturity. 


In general the Catholic Church will not baptize infants unless this is explicitly 
requested by both parents, in which case the child must be educated in the Catholic 


community. 
EPS 
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WORLD YWCA ELECTS WCC STAFFER 

PRESIDENT, STRESSES WOMEN'S ROLE 

Vancouver, Canada (EPS) - The World YWCA, most broadly representative women's 
organization in the world, concluded its quadrennialmeeting here last month with 
the election of Miss Nita Barrow of Barbados as President. Miss Barrow is 
associate director of the Christian Medical Commission, a sponsored agency of the 
World Council of Churches. She has been a vice president of the World YWCA for 


four years and on the Executive Committee for 12 years. 


Women from almost 70 countries - including 62 Asians, 50 Africans, 23 from the 
Pacific and 25 South Americans - struggled to find solutions to some of the knot- 


tiest problems facing the world today. 


The question of new leadership for the world continually cropped up. A panel of 


five participants in the International Women's Year meetings in Mexico City ex- f 
4 


pressed a strong conviction that "it is no good perpetuating the present an 


simply putting women into the present pattern based on male criteria. A new and 


creative kind of leadership, within a new and creative structure must be developed". 


Metropolitan Paulos Gregorios of the Syrian Orthodox Church in India set the tone 
in a series of lectures on "Living with One Another". "We live divided into 'the 
developed' and 'the developing'", he said. "We speak of these as if they were 
stages, as if countries must pass through one to reach the other. In fact, develop- 
ment and under-development are two sides of the same coin. It is because some | 
countries are under-developed that others are developed. If there is to be any 


meaning to things at all, this pattern must be broken". 


He challenged the YWCA to "break through the web of middle-class isolation and 
renew contact with the masses, deriving inspiration from them and gradually bringing 
about a new order. I would like to see the YWCA pioneer a new freedom... in which 
both the oppressor and the oppressed are freed from the stranglehold of possessions. 
It is we who must liberate ourselves from our possessions and from our position in 


society, so that we can live with one another in a new openness and a new love". 


The New International Economic Order while anything but new is still a "milestone" 
in the development of cooperation and confrontation between the rich and poor coun 
according to Dr. Marion Gallis, a German economist. Such an order is not made on th 
drawing boards or by a group of wise men or women, she said. "It will demand pain- 
ful adjustments in both rich and poor countries - nobody can hope to get away with 

' 


personal sacrifices...". 


(more) 
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Dr. John C. Bennett, well-known theologian and retired president of Union Theo- 

logical Seminary (USA), spoke on Human Rights and Human Dignity. Under the heading 
of individual rights he included expression, petition, assembly, religion, dissent 
and protections against arbitrary arrest, imprisonment and torture. In addition, 
there are collective rights, he said, ‘so called because they require collective 
decisions. In this category he listed the right to a job, economic security, equal 
pay for equal work, medical care, rest and leisure. Since the individual benefits, 


the two are intertwined. Underlying both is the right to life itself. 


Dr. Bennett urged the YWCA to be alert to see where theserightS are neglected and 


courageous in speaking out against injustice. 
EPS 


PCR PROMISES AID 

TO DUTCH CHURCH 

The Hague (EPS) - The Netherlands Reformed Church has asked the help of the Programme 
to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches. A letter unanimously adopted by 
the Synod of the church, and evaluating the PCR over the past six years, requested 

aid in three areas: "reflection in matters of theology and faith connected with the 
struggle against racism"; contacts with liberation movements and criteria for judging 


the validity of visits to South Africa. 


In response to the synod's request, PCR Director Baldwin Sjollema notified the church 
that the Faith and Order Secretariat of the WCC was joining with PCR to sponsor a 
small theological consultation on race issues from 14th to 20th September in Geneva. 
He also promised to consider the matter of open consultations between churches in 


Western Europe and the liberation movements to see what could be done. 


On the issue of tourism, Mr. Sjollema reported that both his own commission and the 
WCC Executive Committee had discussed the issue. "No projects have been finalised 
yet", he wrote, "and further discussions will take place at the PCR Executive Committee 


in September". 
EPS 


NOTED HUNGARIAN BISHOP DIES 


Budapest (EPS) - Bishop Laszlo Ravasz died here on August 6 at the age of 93 years. 
He played a significant role in the life of the Reformed Church of Hungary, first as 
professor at the Faculty of Cluj and later as the longtime Bishop of Budapest. He 


retired in 1950. 
EPS 
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CHILEAN CHRISTIANS REACT 
TO "THE CASE OF THE 119" 


Santiago (EPS) - More than 4,000 people attended the religious service held here 
5th August for the 119 missing Chileans. Presided over jointly by Roman Catholic 
Bishop Enrique Alvear, Father Christian Precht and Lutheran Bishop Helmut Frenz, 
the service was mostly attended by families of the missing people and was the first 
major public event of a political nature held in the country since 1lth September 
1973. Its purpose was to express solidarity with all those who have disappeared. 
The families of the missing have formed an association and joined in a hunger 


strike started in two camps for political prisoners. 


The "case of the 119" came to light on 23rd July when the Chilean daily El Mercurio 
reprinted a story from an Argentine magazine Lea containing the names of 60 people 
who disappeared following the military coup. Some 59 additional names appeared 
several days later in another Chilean publication which reproduced photographically 
a page from a Brazilian journal 0 Dia. Since then it develops that Lea and O Dia 
were fabricated. Lea has appeared only once with a false address. According to 


the Brazilian press association, O Dia is unknown. 


The Chilean press has since adopted the official explanation that the 119 missing 
persons belonged to Chilean leftist movements and have been executed for treason 
in various Latin American countries and in France by their own organizations. An 
enquiry made in the USA at the embassies of these countries shows that no victims 
have been found. The discovery in Argentina of two mutilated bodies - not recog- 
nizable by their families - appears to be a piece of faked evidence planted to 


support the authorities' contention. 


The case is even more suspicious in that the list of names published by the Chilean 
press is identical with the one which the Committee of Cooperation for Peace in 
Chile presented to the authorities requesting an explanation. This committee, 
created by the Chilean churches in October 1973 and chaired by Bishop Fernando 
Ariztia (Catholic) and Bishop Frenz (Protestant), has sought to safeguard human 
rights in Chile and give juridical and economic assistance to political prisoners, 
their families and those whose rights are violated. The list submitted by this 
committee indicates when, where and by whom the 119 persons were arrested in Chile 
and who witnessed their arrest. Through the papal nuncio the Vatican has requested 


an explanation of the affair. 
EPS 
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FIRST DIRECT MATERIAL AID 

SHIPMENTS REACH DANANG 

Geneva (EPS) - The first consignment of World Council of Churches relief material 
since the end of the Vietnam war has reached Danang in the form of 1,000 tons of rice, 
the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) reports. The 
rice was shipped from Bangkok in July and reached the northern port of South Vietnam 
in the middle of that month. All previous aid shipments had been sent either to 


Hanoi or Haiphong. 


The CICARWS aid programme for Indochina this month prepared shipments of medicines 
for Vietnam and rice for Laos. Penicillin, tetracycline, chloroquin phosphate and 
multi-vitamin tablets valued at $80,000 were purchased by the Hong Kong Christian 
Council and are expected to be shipped to Danang shortly. A cheque for $100,000 

was made available through the Church of Christ in Thailand for the purchase of rice 


to be shipped to Laos. 


So far, a total of $1,751,825 has been received by CICARWS in response to its special 
Indochina appeal. Of this sum, the commission has expended $1,726,852. An additional 


$106,415 was spent by Danish Inter-Church Aid for a direct shipment. 


Reports to CICARWS speak of an ever increasing number of refugees in Asia making 
their way from the Indochina countries. There are about 40,000 in Thailand alone. 
CICARWS has set aside $150,000 from the Indochina Emergency Appeal funds for the 


refugee programme in Asia. 


The heavy involvement in refugee services of the Church of Christ in Thailand 
includes the provision of food, shelter and medicine to the refugees. This is done 
in part at least in cooperation with the Thai Gowernment. While the CCT works 
almost exclusively with Laotian expatriates in camps, the organization helps 
Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees in the Bangkok area whenever approached. For 

the most part, however, these are cared for by other voluntary organizations such 
as the YMCA. While the CCT also assists in preparing refugees for resettlement in 
other countries, it reports that meeting their daily needs is of paramount im- 


portance. 


Admission into Australia as refugees is sought for Meo tribes from Laos by the 
Christian Conference of Asia, headquartered in Singapore. Some 20,000 homeless 


Meo are reported to be living in camps in northern Thailand. 
EPS 
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INSPIRE THE CHURCH FROM WITHIN, 

PRIOR TELLS 5,000 AT TAIZE 

Taizé, France (EPS) - "The Day of the People of God" drew more than 5,000 young VI 
people and their elders to the Protestant monastic community of Taizé on Sunday, 

17th August. Noted church dignitaries joining in the observance included Dr. 

Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World Council of Churches; Roman 

Catholic Cardinals Julius Dopfner (Munich) and Francois Marty (Paris); and the 

president of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in West Germany, Mr. Cornelius 

von Heyl. 


Brother Roger Schutz, prior of Taizé, called on all present to work for the re- 


newal of the Church and to ' 


‘spin threads of fellowship with the forgotten people 
of the world". The task of renewal is best done from inside the Church rather 
than outside, he said. And it is only by a supreme act of love that the threads 


of fellowship will be created. 


"What is being woven therefore is the robe of Christ, his Church. This is a cele- 
bration where the forgotten ones become in turn the inventors and creators of 


communion", he said. 


To actualize this fellowship, the young people will go, two by two, into Christian 
communities and parishes in different European countries "seeking together the 
mystery of Easter, which is the Risen Christ, and searching for the springs of love 
and life’. In addition, the prior announced that some young people will go to 
Nairobi three months before the Fifth WCC Assembly to share the Gospel with those 
living in the poorer quarters of the Kenyan capital. Three young people and one 


of the Taizé brothers will then attend the assembly. 


Speaking of the conflicts among Christians heightened in the last 10 years by the 
crisis of confidence that has afflicted their societies, Brother Roger told the 
congregation there was a way out of the ecumenical impasse. Today, he said, the 
church's vocation was to become a stimulant of communion (fellowship) and in so doing 


to renounce all its power. 


In his speech Philip Potter, one of the guests of honour, underlined that the 
ecumenical vocation was not only to reconcile differences among Christians, but 
also to work ceaselessly for the liberation and unity of all peoples of the world 
in Christ. To say that the ecumenical movement is blocked because of the conflicts 
among churches and Christians obliged to confront the harsh realities of our world 


was a "false judgement", he said. In the past there was the danger of trying to 


(more) 
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promote "cheap'"’ ecumenism. Today the perspective is more global, humane and 


biblical. 


Affirming that there can be no reconciliation without facing up to the real 
conflicts (North-South, white and black, rich and poor, men and women) Dr.Potter 
said the chief roadblock lay in "the refusal to face these conflicts with courage 
and a willingness to be changed, renewed, reconciled". What is needed today is 
that "we all become companions on the road that was traced by Jesus Christ, who 


goes before us bidding us to follow him along the ecumenical way". 


Cardinal Dopfner echoed Brother Roger's call to young people to work at the heart 
of the Church. ''We need you", he said. "Take your faith and enthusiasm back into 
the daily life of the church in your own country", said the president of the 
Episcopal Conference of West German Bishops, "there to serve all those who are in 
need". 


EPS 


PRE-ASSEMBLY VISITS TO AFRICAN 

FAMILIES BEING ARRANGED 

Nairobi (EPS) - As part of the preparation for the Fifth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, to be held 23rd November to 10th December, a plan of inter- 
African visits is being worked out jointly by the Council and the All Africa 


Conference of Churches. 


Delegates to the Assembly have been informed of the possibility of visiting various 
countries in October and November to experience firsthand the African reality, 
including the situation of the Christian churches. They can then bring to the 
assembly the fruits of their visits. African Christians, for their part, will 


have an opportunity to meet Christian brothers and sisters from other continents. 


Several regional groupings have been arranged on the basis of geography and 
linguistic affinity: North Africa, East Africa, West Africa and southern Africa. 
The delegates will have a choice of 17 countries. Each visit will have a specific 
theme according to the interests of the country and churches visited. However, 


local planners will take into account any suggestions made by delegates. 


While a few details of the programme and problems related to financing remain 

to be worked out, the basic plan has been completed thanks to AACC contacts with 
people in each area. As far as possible, accommodation will be in the homes of 
Christians. The possibility of furnishing background material to the visitors 
prior to their arrival is being studied. 


EPS 
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THE HELSINKI DECLARATION — A SUMMARY AND FIRST APPRAISAL 


Geneva (EPS) - August 1, 1975 marked the conclusion of the CONFERENCE ON SECURITY 
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE (CSCE), which had opened at Helsinki in July 1973 and 
continued at Geneva from September 1973 to 21st July 1975. On that occasion the 
top representatives of the participating states solemnly signed and adopted the 
"Final Act of the CSCE", also called the Helsinki Declaration. 


Participating were all the European states (except Albania) - including the smallest 
ones such as Liechtenstein, Malta, San Marino - and the Holy See. Also Canada and 
the USA. 


During the opening and closing stages the participants were addressed by the UN 
Secretary General as guest of honour. During the second stage contributions were 
received from several non-participating states: Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Morocco, 
Syria and Tunisia. 


What is the legal status of the Helsinki Declaration? It is neither a "treaty" 
nor legally binding. 


The 30,000 word text contains three main sections and a final chapter. 


Section I: QUESTIONS RELATING TO SECURITY IN EUROPE. Its most important part is 
the Declaration on Principles Guiding Relations between Participating States - 10 

in total. Principle VII should be of special relevance for churches and Christians. 
It is entitled "Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the 
freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief". 


Section II: COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMICS, OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AND 
OF THE ENVIRONMENT. This section includes the sub-chapter on Migrant Labour and 
the so-called Mediterranean Declaration. 


Section III: COOPERATION IN HUMANITARIAN AND OTHER FIELDS. 
In addition there is a FINAL GHAPTER, which calls for a Review Conference in 1977. 


During the negotiations much was said about "the three baskets": Basket one, on 
security; Basket two, on cooperation; and Basket three (perhaps the most fre- 
quently mentioned) on human contacts, information, culture and human rights. In 
the Final Act they correspond to the three main sections. 


During all its stages the conference operated on a consensus basis. That meant 
even the smallest states had a de facto veto. This procedure, although slow and 
laborious, proved successful for the final text does not contain any minority 
positions. It also made it possible for even the weak minorities to get their 
concerns recorded. 


For example, a combined lobby of Southern European countries, particularly 
Yugoslavia, Turkey, Portugal and Spain, were able to persuade the rich North to 
include a substantial section on migrant labour. It reportedly took many long 
drafting sessions for this to be accepted by the Federal Republic of Germany and 
Switzerland. The "Mediterranean Declaration" had similar origins. The partici- 
pation of even the smallest states, together with the consensus procedure, offers 
some proof that even the big powers need the moral concurrence of the weak. 


(more) 


The United Nations, its Charter and specialized agencies are very frequently invoked 
in the Final Act. Often the Charter and other instruments become vital complementary 
material to the Final Act and occasionally some of its clauses become subsumed under 
certain provisions of the UN Charter. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is 


——_—_—_ 


a most essential point of reference in Principle VII of Section I. 
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But the participating states went beyond implicit recognition of the importance of 

the UN. The beginning of Section I reaffirms,"in accordance with the purposes and 

principles of the UN, their full and active support for the UN and for the enhance- 
ment of its rdle and effectiveness". 


Recently some of these participating states have spoken very critically about the UN. 
Some in fact have begun to withhold their vital contributions to the different UN : 
budgets -And this at a time when the sum total of all UN expenditures barely equals — 
the amount member nations spend on armaments in only 36 hours! The attitude of those 
states after lst August will be an interesting test of how seriously they take not | 
only their renewed pledge to support and strengthen the UN but the very Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe. | 


How does the Final Act affect those "outside Europe" and especially the Third World? © 
Here we recall the WCC Statement on European Security and Cooperation drawn up by } 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs and adopted by the WCC Centra. 
Committee in Utrecht (1972), one year before the CSCE opened. Most of the points 

raised in that statement with regard to Europe proper remain as relevant as they were 


then. But the statement also raised questions and concerns from "outside Europe”. | 
The Helsinki Declaration makes explicit reference to "Third World" countries and 
also denotes a thrust for universality. Two samples. The very beginning of the . 
Declaration expresses "conviction of the need to exert efforts to make détente both 
a continuing and increasingly viable and comprehensive process, universal in scope". 
Principle IX of Section I promises to take steps to promote conditions favourable | 


to all, and to take into account the interest of all in narrowing the differences 


in the levels of economic development, and in particular the interest of developing 
countries throughout the world. 


Indirectly the Final Act also recognizes the existence of a kind of third world — 
within Europe itself. In Section II it says that "the interests of the developing 
countries throughout the world (will be taken into account), including those among 
the participating countries as long as they are developing from the economic point 
of view". Does that apply for instance to countries such as Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, 
Spain and, last but not least Portugal? The Final Act tends to speak only about © 
economic development with scant attention to the political, social and cultural 
dimensions. However, the reference to migrant workers speaks about the "Economic ~ 
and Social Aspects of Migrant Labour". ; , 


In any case the quest for universality in the Final Act and its constant references 
to the interest of developing countries indicate that countries outside Europe now 
have a legitimate right to pursue ways and means for effective participation in the 

decisions of CSCE participating states which directly affect their interests. ua 


How is the Final Act of the CSCE to be made known? It itself states that "the text 
of this Final Act will be published in each participating state, which will 

disseminate it and make it known as widely as possible". Western newspapers with ‘ 
a significant circulation have published one-page summaries of the Final Act. ' 


(more) 
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During all its stages the conference operated on a consensus basis. That meant 
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laborious, proved successful for the final text does not contain any minority 
positions. It also made it possible for even the weak minorities to get their 
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certain provisions of the UN Charter. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is © 
a most essential point of reference in Principle VII of Section I. 


But the participating states went beyond implicit recognition of the importance of 

the UN. The beginning of Section I reaffirms,"in accordance with the purposes and 

principles of the UN, their full and active support for the UN and for the enhance- 
ment of its rdle and effectiveness" 


Recently some of these participating states have spoken very critically about the UN. 
Some in fact have begun to withhold their vital contributions to the different UN 
budgets -And this at a time when the sum total of all UN expenditures barely equals 
the amount member nations spend on armaments in only 36 hours! The attitude of those 
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also denotes a thrust for universality. Two samples. The very beginning of the 
Declaration expresses “conviction of the need to exert efforts to make détente both 
a continuing and increasingly viable and comprehensive process, universal in scope". 
Principle IX of Section I promises to take steps to promote conditions favourable © 
to all, and to take into account the interest of all in narrowing the differences 


in the levels of economic development, and in particular the interest of developing 
countries throughout the world. 


Indirectly the Final Act also recognizes the existence of a kind of third world 
within Europe itself. In Section II it says that "the interests of the developing 
countries throughout the world (will be taken into account), including those among 
the participating countries as long as they are developing from the economic point 
of view''. Does that apply for instance to countries such as Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, 
Spain and, last but not least Portugal? The Final Act tends to speak only about 
economic development with scant attention to the political, social and cultural 
dimensions. However, the reference to migrant workers speaks about the "Economic | 
and Social Aspects of Migrant Labour" 


In any case the quest for universality in the Final Act and its constant references 
to the interest of developing countries indicate that countries outside Europe now 
have a legitimate right to pursue ways and means for effective participation in the © 
decisions of CSCE participating states which directly affect their interests. . 


How is the Final Act of the CSCE to be made known? It itself states that "the text 
of this Final Act will be published in each participating state, which will 
disseminate it and make it known as widely as possible". Western newspapers with 

a significant circulation have published one-page summaries of the Final Act. 
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To date, it appears that only one participating state, namely the USSR, has widely 
disseminated the full text of 30,000 words. According to the International Herald 
Tribune (August 7, 1975), the two main Moscow papers, Pravda and Izvestia, published 
the full text almost immediately after the signing of the Final Act. The combined 
circulation of these two papers is estimated at about 20 million. It has been 
alleged that ''the undertaking to publish the text in this form in the USSR had 

been extracted privately from Moscow as part of an overall negotiating package" 
(ibid.) Whatever the case, it would not be amiss for the full text to be promptly 
"disseminated and made_known" (two different and complementary processes) in the 
West as well. Churches, especially in Europe but also elsewhere, have a rodle to 
play in promoting the dissemination and discussion of that full text. 


Since most of the published comments have been negative, occasionally alarmist 

and sometimes outright cynical, it is necessary to say what the Final Act of the 
CSCE cannot do and does not contain. The Helsinki Declaration is neither a treaty 
nor is it legally binding. Therefore it has not"ratified spheres of influence" 

nor "sanctified divisions or frontiers". In fact, the Final Act contains no refer- 
ence either to spheres of influence or blocS- [In regard to the hotly debated 
issue of frontiers, the word "immutability" has been changed to "inviolability", 
qualified by the recognition that "frontiers can be changed in accordance with 
international law by peaceful means and agreement". 


It has been claimed that the text of the Helsinki agreement is virtually unreadable, 
"a complex work of diplomatic engineering full of obscure cross references and 
muffled echoes of old conflicts". I would disagreé. The text as such is generally 
coherent, with occasionally some very well formulated concepts and principles, and 
surprisingly easy and interesting to read. 


On the other hand, nothing much has happened to be jubilant about. But there 
certainly are no grounds either for: alarmism or cynicism. The event as such 
provides a moral backing tor individuals and a clearer yardstick for measuring 
the goodwill (or the lack of it) of states than anything yet agreed upon in Europe. 
At the very least the Helsinki Declaration will be a psychological constraint 
against bad behaviour and a return to cold war. It also may lay the groundwork 
for greater trust, and its potentialities should not be minimised. No instant 
miracles will happen. The agreement puts the onus on the participating states. 
All of them will have to make adjustments in their thinking about their mutual 
relations. Very little will improve if any "set" of countries (West or East, 
North or South) sits back and demands compliance by the other "set". 


Churches and Christians have a special stake in fundamental moral issues con- 
tained in the Helsinki agreement. Especially the whole question of HUMAN RIGHTS 
INCLUDING FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS. In this area 
the Final Act turned out to be much better than many dared to hope. During the 
negotiations it was Basket Three that gave the West most pause. However, in 

the final text Section III should not be seen in isolation from Section I. It 
is intimately related to it and especially to Principle VII. 


It has been alleged that the East wanted "Basket Three" to have a "removable 
bottom" in the form of a preamble, subordinating all proposals to the "laws and 
customs of nations" or the principle of non-interference. In the final text, 
however, the preamble to Section III refers back to the entire list of Principles 
of Section I. Here Principle VII is of paramount importance. 


(more) 
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Under the heading of RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, INCLUDING 
THE FREEDOM OF THOUGHT,. CONSCIENCE, RELIGION AND BELIEF, it stresses in remark- 
ably strong language the need to "promote and encourage the effective exercise 
of civil, political, economic, social and other rights and freedoms all of which 
derive from the inherent dignity of the human person and are essential for his 
free and full development". Also the universality of all these rights and free- 
domsis underlined; furthermore it is stated that respect for these rights and 
freedoms is an essential factor for peace, justice and well-being, world-wide. 


The specific issue of freedom of religion or belief is broadly and correctly 

spelt out in all its necessary dimensions. The participating states "will recognize 
and respect the freedom of the individual to profess and practice, alone or in 
community with others, religion or belief in accordance with the dictates of his 
own conscience". Under Section III the right of religious contacts is spelt out 
"confirming that religious faiths, institutions and organisations, practising 
within the constitutional framework of the participating states, and their re- 
presentatives can, in the field of their activities, have contacts and meetings 
among themselves; and exchange information". 


It is then explicitly stated that in matters related to human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms, "the participating states will act in conformity with the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of the UN and with the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights (as well as)the International Covenants on Human Rights, by which | 
they may be bound". 


Nice words and noble sentiments, but how to test the sincerity of the intentions? 
The Final Act itself provides some guidance. In Principle VII on human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, the participating states "confirm the right of the 
individual to know and act upon his rights and duties in this field". And 
Principle IX on "Cooperation among States" proclaims that "governments, insti- | 
tutions, organisations and persons have a relevant and positive role to play 

in contributing toward the achievement of these aims of cooperation". 


Could not the first positive contribution, which would serve at the same time 

as a test of intentions, be the following: Circulate, help to circulate and 
promote the circulation of the full texts of the following ° documents: 1) 

THE FINAL ACT OF THE CSCE; 2) THE CHARTER OF THE UN; 3) THE UNIVERSAL 
DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS; 4) THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 

In many if not most cases circulation should be done of the full texts only. 
Study, comments, symposia, criticai evaluation should be a matter of local, 
national, regional initiative. The "package" should also be included in different. 
school curricula: primary, secondary, university, adult education, etc. 


Knowledge of those texts is needed everywhere. In the West, for example, the 

UN documents referred to above have been commented upon, but very few people have 
actually read them. The UN texts can be obtained in many languages free of 
charge. An increased knowledge of their contents and the full text of the Final 
Act of the CSCE should be a positive contribution towards the implementation of 
the aims stated by it. 


Promoting such circulation is also a "test". If the participating states in 
the CSCE show no interest even in broadly circulating texts among the people 
at large, then one is entitled to harbour some doubts about their sincere 
intentions. 
Leopoldo J. Niilus 
Director, Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs 
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MOZAMBIQUE CHURCHES CHALLENGED 
BY SOCIAL PROGRAMMES IN NEW NATION 


Geneva (EPS) - Withdrawal of the privileged position formerly occupied by some 
religious communities in Mozambique under Portuguese rule means that all churches 
face their greatest opportunities. They will require new structures, adjust to 
new life styles and meet new challenges, reports Michael P. Testa, who has just 


returned from negotiations with church and government officials in Mozambique. 


Mr. Testa, representative in Europe for the United Presbyterian Church and the 
United Church Board for World Ministries, both of the United States, spent three 
weeks in the newly-independent African country on an assignment for the Commission 
on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS). He discussed future 
plans with the Christian Council of Mozambique and with the Ministries of Education 


Health and Development of the two-month-old People's Republic. 


There has been “unanimous acceptance" by the churches of the recent nationalization 
of hospitals, schools, agricultural centres and student hostels, the United Pres- 
byterian clergyman said. But umeasiness was caused by the manner in which the 
order was carried out, he added. Church leaders are agreed that in a socialist 
state, these services are normally provided through the government and it is no 
longer justifiable to maintain such benefits for a privileged community only. 

The nationalization order ensures these services becoming available to the whole 


population. 


However, anxieties prevail in the religious communities because of official 
statements equating religious faith with superstitious beliefs and terming it 


a remaining vestige of colonialism and a barrier separating people. 


The churches must now review the extent of future financial participation in the 
newly nationalized institutions, Mr. Testa said. The churches are beginning to 
analyze their situation to see how they can maintain their Christian witness. 
Although Mozambique has declared itself a secular state, the constitution grants 
measures of religious freedom while stressing that no religion shall occupy a 


privileged position. 


"Tl think it is a normal and logical procedure when in the course of transforming 
a whole society, barriers erected by old structures (such as the Roman Catholic 
Church, Islam, Protestantism) are levelled to create a united people," Testa 
asserted. The churches cannot remain "frozen" in this process if they are to 


participate in the changes that are needed and inevitable, he declared. 


(more) 


a 


No. 26 - 28th August 1975 3 


Symbolizing the government's unification policy, Mr. Testa said, is the effort 
to dissolve tribalism and regionalism and the order promulgating Portuguese as 


the only language of the country where eight major distinct language-groups exist. 


He brought back requests for desperately-needed material aid. These included 
100 tons of powdered milk, 10 tons of dried codfish, as yet undetermined quantities 
of tinned meat to meet a shortage of protein. in a land without adequate refrigera- 


tion, and 5,000 blankets. 


Referring to the $456,000 programme for Mozambique approved by CICARWS in June, 
Mr. Testa said the country's Minister of Economic Development has requested other 
ministries to list priority-rated projects in education, health, social welfare 


and rural development. Most important among these are medical care programmes and 


projects of preventive medicine. The World Health Organization has signed an agree- 


ment for a three-year programme in which the entire population will be vaccinated 
against smallpox, cholera and tuberculosis. In addition, the country needs basic 


medical services in areas that never had medical care. 
IGS 


KOREAN BISHOP'S APPEAL DENIED; 
JUDGE REOPENS PROTESTANTS! TRIAL 


Seoul, Korea (EPS) - The Supreme Court of Korea has upheld the conviction of 
Roman Catholic Bishop Daniel Tji of Wonju Diocese. The bishop had appealed 


the verdict of a military court, which led to a 15-year ptison term. 


Meanwhile the judge hearing the case of the four Protestant pastors has asked 
the prosecution to produce two more witnesses. The case has been continued until 


August 30, 


Earlier reports received in Stuttgart, Germany (EPS. No. 24) indicated the trial 
of the four had been concluded on August 2 and the public prosecutor had asked 
for prison terms ranging from three to five years, with sentencing due to take 


place on August 16. 


The four pastors being tried on a charge of embezzling funds sent from Germany 
are the Rev. Kim Kwan Suk, the Rev. Park Hyung Kyu, the Rev. Kwon Ho Kyung and the 


Rev. Cho Seung Hyuk. 
EPS 
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1976 THEMES ANNOUNCED 
BY ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE 


Geneva (EPS) - Justice, spirituality and the image of Christ reflected in differ- 
ent cultural contexts are some of the topics due for discussion during 1976 at 


the Ecumenical Institute located at Chateau de Bossey near here. 


The programme for the year features, as usual, the four-month-long Graduate 
School of Ecumenical Studies opening October 15. In 1976 it will focus on Jesus' 
question to his disciples: "Who do you say that I am?" The course, offering 
advanced credit through the University of Geneva, is of interest primarily to 


pastors, students and young theological teachers from all continents. 


Two-week courses are also planned on such topics as Orthodox Worship and Theology 
(12-25 April), Spirituality and the Ecumenical Movement (17 June - 1 July), Christ, 
Cultures and the Ecumenical Movement: Findings of the Fifth WCC Assembly (21 July 
- 10 August) and Education and Renewal (21 August - 1 September). These are open 


to laity and clergy from different cultures and confessions. 


In addition the Ecumenical Institute is organizing a series of consultations to 
which specialists from the different scientific and religious disciplines are 
invited. These will discuss such topics as Self-reliance, Solidarity and the 
Quest for International Justice (3-9 April), African and Asian Contributions to 
Contemporary Theology (8-14 June), Church, State and Law (13-19 August) and the 


Justice of God and the Justice of Man (3-9 September). 


The 1975 Graduate School, which begins on 15 October, is considering the theme 
"Experiencing God in Suffering and Hope". Detailed information about the various 
programmes is available from the Ecumenical Institute, Chateau de Bossey, CH 1298 


Celigny, Switzerland. 
EPS 


KIEV DISSIDENT BAPTISTS 

NOW OFFICIALLY REGISTERED 

Keston, England (EPS) - The dissident Baptist group in Kiev, USSR, has been 
registered unconditionally, enabling it to function freely without any of the 
restrictions heretofore imposed by the State, according to the Centre for the 
Study of Religion and Communism at Keston College. The 500 church members who 
have been meeting in the woods now have a church building which they are renova- 
ting themselves. The group separated in 1965 from the All Union Council of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptist over the issue of state supervision of religious 


activities. 
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ORTHODOX CONSULTATION SET 
FOR SOVIET ARMENIA 


Geneva (EPS) - The first ecumenical meeting in the Armenian Soviet Socialist 
Republic will draw 40 Orthodox theologians from 15 countries in Europe, the 
Middle East, Africa and North America. It is set for 16-21 September in the Holy 


See of Etchmiadzin, spiritual centre of the Armenian Apostolic Church. 


Organised by the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) of the World 
Council of Churches, the consultation will consider the theme "Confessing Christ 


through the Liturgical Life of the Church Today". 


It is the second in a series of Orthodox meetings arranged by CWME to find out 
how the Orthodox, both the Eastern and Oriental, consider their liturgies, 
worship services and liturgical life as an event in which Christ is communicated 


to people wherever they may be. 


Several different types of experience will be represented at the consultation 
ranging from that of churches seeking to express their faith in a predominantly 
Moslem country (as in the Middle East) to those situated in socialist countries. 
Others, such as the Orthodox communities in the USA, Australia and Latin America, 
often find it difficult to adapt their traditional liturgical life to societies 
undergoing continual change. Evaluating these various experiences and the contri- 
bution they can make to the ecumenical movement will be one of the principal tasks 


of the consultation. 


CWME Director Emilio Castro expressed the hope that the Armenian meeting would 
"provide an opportunity for the ecumenical movement to learn more about the 
relevance of the liturgical life of these churches". He felt it could make a 
valuable contribution to the discussions scheduled to take place at the Fifth WCC 


Assembly in Nairobi later this year on the topic "Confessing Christ Today". 


Host for the consultation will be His Holiness Vasken I, Supreme Catholicos of 


all the Armenians. 
EPS 


GERMAN BREAD FOR WORLD 
REPORTS DONATIONS UP 112 


Stuttgart (EPS) - Despite recession and general economic setbacks, contributions 
to the 16th German Bread for the World (Brot fur die Welt) campaign have reached 

a record DM 49 million, an increase of 11% over the previous year. Paying tribute 
to donors for their continuing concern for the world's needy, Hans-Otto Hahn of 
Diakonisches Werk said the total includes responses to the special Vietnam appeal 
launched a year ago. He said the fact that the Evangelical Church in Germany is 
not reducing its support of overseas church development services in the face of 
dwindling income from church taxes should be a "clear signal" for the federal 
government not to cut its 1976 budget allocations for development assistance. 


tana 
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RHODESIAN TALKS BOG DOWN 

ON NATIONALISTS’ IMMUNITY 

Livingstone, Zambia (EPS) - Talks between the Rhodesian Government and the African 
National Council appear to be deadlocked over where future meetings can be held. 
However, President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia insisted that progress had been made 


at the Victoria Falls session. 


"There are one or two points that need following up", he said. "In the next 10 


days or so steps will be taken to do so". 


In the Declaration of Intent worked out at Victoria Falls, the ANC agreed to hold 
future talks in Rhodesia. But it insisted that ample guarantees must be given 
for the safety of individual ANC leaders, some of whom could face arrest in re- 
turning to Rhodesia (e.g. Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole and James Chikerema). Mr. Ian 


Smith offered security guarantees only to nationalists residing in Rhodesia. 


On his return to Salisbury Mr. Smith told Parliament the talks had failed. He 
blamed the ANC for insisting on immunity for nationalists now in exile who might 
be on its negotiating team. Mr. Smith said he now intended holding a conference 


with representatives of the council of tribal chiefs. 


Bishop Abel Muzorewa continued to express his belief that Mr. Smith would "come 
‘back to his senses" and negotiate with the ANC. In his opening remarks at Victoria 
Falls the bishop traced the root causes of "incessant war" to racial legislation 
apportioning the arid land to blacks and reserving fertile land for whites; giving 
the 64 million Africans only 16 representatives in a parliament of 66; spending 

10 times as much on a white child's education as on a black's, and detention with- 
out trial. ''These and other measures have forced young blacks to leave their 


ei Re SaALG « 
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homeland and take up arms to try and right this ‘bill of wrongs"' 


DUTCH BANK BOYCOTTED 
OVER SOUTH AFRICA LOANS 


Amsterdam (EPS) - Christians in the Netherlands have been urged to withdraw their 
funds from the Amsterdam-Rotterdam Bank and take their business elsewhere. The 
action was initiated by the Dutch group "Pre-paid Answer", which supports the 
WCC's Programme to Combat Racism. 


Amro Bank is one of the six owners of the European-American Banking Corp. (EABC), 
which since 1970 has provided secret loans to the South African Government and 

its agencies totalling more than $210 million. In 1974 the World Council of Churches 
asked all six to stop their financial aid to South Africa and its racist apartheid 
policies. Amro Bank refused, saying it could only consider economic factors; 

besides loans to South Africa were not illegal. Pre-paid Answer felt this consti- 
tuted an inhuman and anti-social use of economic power inconsistent with the Gaspel. 


EPS 
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GM's CHILE INVOLVEMENT 
QUESTIONED BY CHURCHES 


New York (EPS) - General Motors Corp. has denied that its continued presence in 
Chile would strengthen a repressive government. It made the statement in reply 
to an open letter from 15.North American Protestant and Roman Catholic church 

executives who had expressed "deep dismay" at the news that GM was seeking to be 


one of three auto manufacturers permitted to operate in Chile. 


(An announcement from Santiago on August 18 said GM, Fiat of Italy and Peugeot- 
Renault of France will be the only motor firms which can build vehicles in Chile 
under a new rationalised production system. The decision was attributed to 


Chilean President Gen. Augusto Pinochet.) 


The church executives’ letter to GM cited "numerous violations of human rights 
and documented cases of torture" that have occurred during the Pinochet regime. 
It also expressed doubt that the investment would benefit the general populace 
since the rights of workers to collective bargaining and the right to strike have 


been suspended by the government. 


Pointing to the refusal of several Western European banks to renegotiate Chile's 
foreign credit, the letter said, "We view any such entrance into Chile at this 


time as immoral....and economically unwise". 


The letter's 15 signers represent church agencies holding stock in General Motors 
including William Wipfler of the National Council of Churches' Latin American 
Working Group and Thomas Quigley, adviser for Latin American affairs of the U.S. 
Catholic Bishops' Conference. 


GM told the church executives, "....if the economic conditions are favourable to 


our stockholders' investment, we will enter fully prepared to do what we can to 
strengthen democratic institutions in that country by our good business practice 


and example". 
EPS 


LAND FOR ABORIGINES 


Sydney (EPS) - The Australian Government has transferred ownership of 1,250 sq. 
miles of land in the northern territory to the Gurindji tribe on the basis that 
it was the Aborigines' traditional property. Prime Minister Whitlam made the 
presentation. Owned by the government, the land was leased to a private farming 
concern but the lease was recently bought back. The action climaxed efforts by 
church groups including the Australian and World Councilsof Churches dating back 
to 1968 to regain the Aborigines’ land, which contains ancient burial sites. 

EPS 
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S. AFRICAN ISSUES OCCUPY 

LWF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Amsterdam (EPS) - Members of the Lutheran World Federation's Executive Committee | 
saw little hope for any change in South Africa's apartheid policy as they met here 


17-23 August. 


LWF General Secretary Dr. Carl Mau warned against a positive evaluation of the 
Vorster regime's announced policy of detente (there are too many contradictions 
between the government's policies in the union and in the rest of Africa). He 

was joined by Pastor Karl-Heinz Schmale of Johannesburg, general secretary of the 
Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Southern Africa (FELCSA) who ex- 
pressed surprise that Vorster's political moves were received "with so much interest 


and expectation" elsewhere. 


The publicizing of the detente policy is in reality accompanied by renewed, heavy 
measures of suppression, Pastor Schmale said and cited recent new arrests of 
students (see page 9) and the persecution of the Christian Institute of Southern 


Africa. 


The Church BEEISEES be the only forum left for dialogue between the various groups 
of the South African population, asserted a Norwegian church leader who recently 
visited there. The Rev. Gunnar Stal acces general secretary of the Church of 

Norway Council on Foreign Relations, warned of "a certain double standard among 

the white church leadership". They give "verbal adherence to the principles of 
racial equality", he said, "at the same time raising all kinds of obstacles against 
all significant cutward signs of belonging together". As an example he cited the 
white churches' decision to attend only as observers the recent discussions on 


church merger with FELCSA. 


In other action the LWF Executive Committee created a new Office and Committee 
on Communication combining information, publication and mass media activities. 
The Rev. Marc Chambron of France was elected director of the new unit, which 


will be structurally lodged in the general secretariat of the federation. 


Accepted as new members of the LWF were the 67,000-member Moravian Church in South 
Africa, now in process of formation through a merger between the Eastern and 
Western Cape Provinces; the Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran Church; and the 
Christian Protestant Church in Indonesia with some 140,000 members. 

A large portion of the Executive Committee sessions dealt with preparations for 
the Sixth Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Tanzania in 1977. The 


committee approved the theme "In Christ - a New Community", as well as the date 
and place: June 13-25 on the campus of the University of Dar-es Salaam. 


EPS 
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YOUTH, STUDENTS ARRESTED 

IN SOUTH AFRICAN RAIDS 

Johannesburg (EPS) - Five more students and teachers in South Africa were arrested 
on August 21 in the latest in a series of "swoops" by the security police. They 


are being detained under the Terrorism Act. 


According to Reuters international wire service, Gen. Mike Geldenhuys, chief of 
the security police, confirmed the arrest of Mr. Karel Tip, president of the National 
Union of South African Students (NUSAS), and Mr. Glen Moss, a past president of the 


Students' Representative Council of the University of Witwatersrand. 


In Pietermaritzburg, Mr. Gerry Mare, an Executive Board member of NUSAS, was taken 
into custody. In Cape Town Mr. James Polley, lecturer at the University of Cape 
Town, and Miss Megan Reilly were arrested. Mr. Polley, who holds a theological 
degree from Yale University (USA),was a Methodist minister before joining the 


university staff. He is on the council of the Institute for Race Relations. 


A story in the Rand Daily Mail (31 July) said at least 22 people were being 
detained under the Terrorism Act and other security laws, and it gave the names 
of those it had been able to verify. The raids seem to be directed at members of 


"black consciousness orientated youth organisations," according to the Mail. 


In an editorial entitled "The Paralysis of Fear" (4 August), the Mail notes, 
"It is becoming more difficult to obtain (exact) figures even from unofficial 
sources such as parents, family or friends. Fear is making people suspicious 


mia reluctant to talk...". 


"We have become so used to claims of mental torture, to tales of the terror 
that results from being held in isolation away from friends and society and 
justice that most of us barely respond to them", the Mail editorial continues. 
"Something has happened to us. Our feelings have become blunted. And we have 


become scared to speak out lest we, too, become involved". 


On August 3 the Johannesburg Post published a story reporting that eight people 
arrested during the campaign to boycott the Coloured Representative Council 
elections were still being held incommunicado after 155 days. Apparently the 
Labour Party, which normally takes up the cause of students, was unaware of 

the detentions. Most of the families of those in detention are in dire straits, 


according to the Post, because the men were their sole support. 
EPS 
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NAMIBIAN CHURCH LEADER 

SEEKS PRISONERS' RELEASE 

Windhoek, Namibia (EPS) - Shortly before South African-sponsored talks on the 
future of Namibia (South-West Africa) opened here September 1, critics of the 
meeting were arrested and placed in solitary confinement. In the group were five 


prominent members of two black Lutheran churches. 


Dr. Lukas de Vries, president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in South-West 
Africa, has pleaded with the government to stop the wave of arrests and to bring 


to trial those already held so their guilt or innocence can be established. 


Four Lutherans were arrested at a public meeting August 24 in Katutura and held 
under the Terrorism Act. They are: Rev. Zephania Kameeta, principal of a Lutheran 
seminary and secretary for internal affairs of Namibia National Convention; Albertu: 
Kangueehi, NNC chairman; Festus Naholo, SWAPO secretary for Walvis Bay; and 
Lazarus Guiteb, SWAPO secretary in Otjiwarongo. A fifth detainee is the Rev. 


Sebulon Ekandjo, editor of the publication of the Ovambokavango Church. 


The Namibia National Convention comprises a number of political groups which 
oppose the so-called constitutional talks convened by the South African Government, 
which continues to rule Namibia in defiance of a nine-year-old UN order to pull out 


and grant immediate independence. 


Dr. de Vries has also appealed to the Government to control Chief Clemens Kapuuo 
of the Herero tribe whose followers have been accused of political terror against 


all those who oppose the Pretoria regime. 


According to the Namibia National Convention, the chief's guards kidnapped and 
then handed over to the police Axel Johannes, general secretary of SWAPO; Otniel 
Kaakunga, SWAPO secretary for internal affairs; Aaron Muchimba, national organise 


Elifas Munjaro, its secretary for foreign affairs; and Mr. Naruseb, a supporter. 


WINDHOEK CONFERENCE UNDER FIRE 


Dar es Salaam (EPS) - Tanzania's government-owned newspaper, Daily Nes, has called | 
the constitutional conference on Namibia a farce and predicted that a war of | 
liberation was imminent there. It said the current Windhoek conference was aimed 
at maintaining white supremacy and did not represent the true aspirations of the 


Namibian people. 
EPS 
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LIBERATION THEOLOGY'S RELEVANCE 

FOR NORTH AMERICA ASSESSED 

Detroit, Michigan (EPS) - The conference on liberation theology which closed here 
August 24 enabled 20 Latin American theologians and activists to share their ex- 
perience of "doing theology" with 150 North Americans of both Protestant and Roman 


Catholic persuasion. 


While agreeing that Latin American theology of liberation cannot simply be imported 
as it is into the USA and applied mechanically, conference participants assented 
to at least part of its methodology - analysis of the social situation and reflection - 


without committing themselves to any specific action. 


The consultation, held at Sacred Heart Seminary here, was sponsored by the Latin 
American Secretariat of the US Catholic Conference and the Latin American Working 
Group of the National Council of Churches (USA). Its stated purpose was to bring 
together Christians concerned about human liberation for a look at the role of 
theology in the struggle for justice. Most of those present had attended one of 


the 60 reflection groups held prior to the conference. 


After hearing the Latin American experience, the conference was aided in an analysis 
of the North American situation by social scientists. Then the whole North American 
theological spectrum was exposed to view, ranging from black and feminist emphases 
to those of Native Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans and white working- 
class Americans. In the final days the group defined the issues involved in doing 


a theology of liberation in North America and set an agenda for the future. 


Strong emphasis was placed on the Latin American belief that "the Word comes to us 
Within our historical situation". Prof. Jose Miguez-Bonino of Buenos Aires said: 
"What has some impact on the people is the number of Christians, lay and clergy, 
who are working together in unions, in towns, at the grassroots. In turn, theology 


helps them think about their work in terms which relate to their Christian heritage". 


Participants admitted that the wide variety of commitments represented at the con- 
ference sometimes came into conflict. Nevertheless there was general agreement on 


the following: 


- Yacism, sexism and class divisions are oppressions that are interrelated and 
"reinforced by a global system of capitalism and imperialism"; 


~ central to existing exploitation is the global capitalist system under the 
"dynamic impulse of trans-national corporations"; 


~ there needs to be an adequate class-analysis with Marxist social analysis 
essential to liberation activity; 


(more) 
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- iinkups with labour are needed to develop a praxis of liberation among the 
working class; 


- capitalism has produced a system of oppression irreconcilable with Christian 
faith: 


- evidences of a trend towards fascism exist in the USA. 


The small groups could not agree on whether or not God's action in history is to 
be identified with the struggle for liberation. They also differed on the best 


strategy to use in dealing with the institutional churches’ involvement in capitalism. 


A transitional committee was named to help continue the theologizing process begun 


here. 
EPS 


CICARWS LOSES TWO STAFF MEMBERS 


Geneva (EPS) - The Rev. Joao Da Silva, a Brazilian Methodist, has resigned as 
Latin America secretary of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. He is returning home to serve 
his church in the northeastern part of the country. Prior to coming to Geneva in 


April 1971, he had been secretary for social action of the Methodist Church of Brazil. 


On the recommendation of the WCC's Latin America Task Force, the Rev. Charles Harper 
will coordinate a team of Latin American staff members which will take over the 
duties of the Latin American Desk until a new secretary can be found. Mr. Harper 

is presently responsible for human rights concerns in Latin America. Chairman of 


the team is the Rev. Gerson Meyer of Brazil. 


Also returning home to work is Miss Rose-Marie Pichal, a Belgian social worker who 
has been secretary for social service with CICARWS since June 1972. For the next 
academic year she will be in charge of a Brussels second-year social work school 
group interested in community development and employment problems. Next year she 


will transfer to the state social work school at Mons. 


The diaconial aspects of Miss Pichal's job will be assumed by Miss Lois Meyhoffer, 
who is already dealing with health concerns. CICARWS Director Muriel Webb is also 
searching for a Third World person with social work training who will be able to 
help the churches plan practical programmes to meet specific community needs, in 
cooperation with other agencies already at work in this area. Training church 


people to do community planning will be an important facet of the job. 
EPS 
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CICARWS PLANS RELIEF FOR 

ETHIOPIAN FAMINE VICTIMS 

Geneva (EPS) - Preparations are under way by the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) to bring food relief to famine victims in 
Ethiopia and to assist the Orthodox Church in that country to care for thousands 


of monks and nuns unable to find new means of livelihood. 


The Rev. Walter Makhulu of the CICARWs Africa Desk, reporting on his visit to Ethiopia 
in August, said 600 monasteries and convents have been affected by the government's 
land reform programme. Ownership of land, rural and urban, had been the Orthodox 
Church's main source of income, allowing priests to carry out their religious duties 
while tenant farmers and employed workers cultivated the land. Aged monks and nuns, 
Mr. Makhulu said, are not able to cope with the changed situation and they are in 


desperate need. 


Their inability to support themselves has placed an added burden on the Orthodox 
Church of Ethiopia, which cannot provide the leadership many citizens have come 
to expect on the basis of its former privileged position. Its hierarchy struggles 
to serve the people in a socialist state suffering from a disastrous drought, Mr. 


Makhulu reported. 


The Anglican clergyman estimated that as many as three million people have been 
"blighted" by the drought, which has affected most of the country's 14 regions. 
Ethiopia has not yet recovered from the long-concealed drought in the north, a 
contributory factor to the fall of the late Emperor Haile Selassie's regime. The 
country now faces a new drought disaster in the south complicated by the fact that 
Many of the people there are nomadic. Up to 80% of their herds have been lost and 
they depend on these, not crops, for survival. The drought is concentrated in the 


Ogaden Desert bordering Somalia and in regions adjacent to Kenya and the Sudan. 


The government's land reform programme is still in an "indeterminate" state, Mr. 
Makhulu said. Hence production is lagging where ownership of the land is not 
clear. The drought, however, is the main reason that serious shortages have com- 
pelled the new government to send out urgent appeals for help. In discussion with 
officials, Mr. Makhulu was told that emergency needs consisted of 305,000 tons of 
grains (wheat, corn, sorghum), 35,000 tons of high protein foods, blankets and 


light clothing for three million people (30% children, 45% women and 25% men). 


The government is also asking for 22 fully equipped medical teams, 10 four-wheel 
drive water tankers, petrol tankers, butter and cooking oil, and the use of planes 


to transport food to the smitten areas, often inaccessible by road. 
EPS 
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CONFERENCE TO ASSESS THEOLOGY 'S 

ROLE IN FIGHTING RACISM 

Geneva (EPS) - Some 40 church groups around the world have been studying theological 
questions related to racism since mid-1974. Their conclusions will be evaluated 
this month by a group appointed jointly by the Faith and Order Secretariat of the 


World Council of Churches and the Programme to Combat Racism. 


Announcing plans for the meeting, Dr. Geiko Muller-Rahrenholz said: "It is in- 
correct to say there has been insufficient theological reflection on racism in the 
ecumenical movement. It would be truer to say we have not brought all the different 


lines of thinking into the ecumenical dialogue". 


He cited specifically work being done on the theology of creation, the christo- 
logical protest against racism, an inclusive understanding of the Church which 
sees racism jeopardizing the unity of the body of Christ, and the nature of re- 
pentance and compensatory action. The prophetic function of Christian preaching 
and pastoral work on the roots of fear and prejudice are the subjects of other 


ongoing studies, he stated. 


It is hoped that a work book in several languages will be produced to help seminars, 
adult education courses and other study groups find practical ways of combatting 


racism on the basis of theologically grounded reflection. 
EPS 


RELEASE DEMANDED OF SOUTH KOREAN PASTORS 


Frankfurt (EPS) - A demand for the release from prison of the Rev. Kim Kwan Suk, 
general secretary of the National Council of Churches in Korea, and other ministers 
held in jail has been signed by 600 German churchmen. Signatories include the 
president of the German churches' foreign office (Kirchliches Aussenamt), Dr. Heinz 
Held; the president of the Diakoniches Werk of the German churches, Dr. Theodor 
Schober; and Bishop Augoustinos von Elaia of the Greek Orthodox Metropolia in Bonn. 
The document, which was initiated at the Frankfurt Kirchentag in June, has now been 


forwarded to the ambassador of the Republic of South Korea in Bonn. 
EPS 


CHURCH/STATE SEPARATION CONTINUES 


London (EPS) - More than 300 years of state control of Church of England services 
came to an end lst September when the repeal of the 1662 Act of Uniformity became 
effective. This had made the Book of Common Prayer the only legal service book in 
England. Also repealed are more recent measures allowing the church to use 
alternative services for an experimental period. Beginning next month the General 


Synod of the church will have the power to authorize alternative services. 
EPS 
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FARM AID GIVEN PRIORITY IN 

NEW CAPE VERDE PROGRAMME 

Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) 
has revised a $200,000 aid programme for Cape Verde approved last June and will 
increase agricultural assistance to the islands. A seven-year drought and the 


deterioration of the island's economy ‘have necessitated the programme. 


Revision of the programme came as a result of a visit to the newly independent 
country by Ruy da Silva, director for development of CIMADE, the French Protestant 
relief agency. Mr. da Silva is a consultant to CICARWS for Guinea-Bissau and Cape 


Verde. 


In discussions with Cape Verde Government officials immediately following indepen- 
dence ceremonies on July 5th terminating 500 years of Portuguese rule, Mr. da Silva 
was told that top priority will be given to endeayours to make the country agri- 
culturally self-supporting. The government is aware of the difficulties involved 

in view of the seven-year drought which has paralyzed all rural development, he said. 
But alongside this plight is the obligation to transform the present agricultural 
patterns. As a result of the Portuguese economic exploitation, 90% of the popula- 


tion's (300,000) food needs had to be imported. 


Mr. da Silva reported the Cape Verde Government's gratitude for the World Council 
of Churches' speedy and "unbureaucratic" assistance during the emergency phase 


of the drought and administrative change-over. 


CICARWS had approved a $200,000 programme for Cape Verde in June as part of its 
assistance to non-church groups in Africa. It is obvious, CICARWS officials said, 
that projects brought back by Mr. da Silva will exceed that amount in the agri- 
cultural sector. The bulk of agricultural rehabilitation material in the revised 
programme will be devoted to upgrading vegetable farming. Included will be seeds, 
commercial fertilizer, tools and equipment such as knapsack sprayers, ploughs, 


hoes and irrigation mills (one based on solar energy and another on wind). 


Some urgency is required to ship 120 tons potato seedlings worth $50,000 before 


the end of October because of seasonal weather conditions, Mr. da Silva said. 


Technical problems that must be solved on a long-range basis include the develop- 


ment of means to deal with torrential rainfalls to halt the sinking of the ground 
and storage provision for excess water for use during the dry season. Indus- 
trialization (canning) and promotion of modern methods for national and international 


Marketing of produce is also visualized. 


(more) 
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In response to requests from Cape Verde and Guinea Bissau, the World Council is 
sending Prof. Paulo Freire to discuss with government officials educational needs 
and to assist them in developing an appropriate system rather than copying from 
other countries. Dr. Freire leaves September 7 for three weeks during which he 
will visit the two countries to discuss reorganisation of their educational systems. 


EPS 


EUROPEAN WSCF CONFERENCE 

ON GOSPEL AND SOCIAL CHANGE 

Lillehammer, Norway (EPS) - "The Witness of the Gospel in the Struggle for Social 
Change'' is the theme of the European Students' Conference scheduled here for 25 
to 30 September under the sponsorship of the World Student Christian Federation. 


Some 150 students from 21 European countries are expected to participate. 


Prof. George Casalis of France and Dr. Trond Skard Dokka of Norway will draw the 


implications of the theme for Europe and Norway respectively. 


Following their lectures students will meet in several sections to consider such 
topics as: the feminist movement; Christian mission and the struggle for libera- 
tion; biblical interpretation and historical materialism; and a class analysis 
of the churches and ecumenical bodies. 


The Rev. Jose Chipenda will represent the World Council of Churches. 
EPS 


PROGRESS ON BAPTISM 


San Antonio, Texas (EPS) - Four of the nine US denominations considering eventual 
union have approved mutual recognition of baptism. Latest to take the step was 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). After a half-hour debate the 3,000 
delegates to the General Assembly meeting here agreed with very few dissenting votes. 


Dr. Paul Crow Jr., president of the Council on Christian Unity of the Disciples, 


explained that the four denominations have now said that "one is a member of all 


...without having to be made 'legitimate'", that is, resubmitting oneself for 


baptism when joining another denomination. The Disciples practice immersion. 
EPS 
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CHRISTIAN FAITH IN SCIENTIFIC 

SETTING DEBATED AT CONSULTATION 

Mexico City (EPS) - Whether Christian churches in dialogue with concerned scientists 
and technologists can begin the process of reconceiving Christian doctrine was a 
key question discussed here last week. Attending an ecumenical consultation on 
"Christian Faith and the Changing Face of Science and Technology" were 15 inter- 
nationally prominent scientists and theologians from 11 countries. They met in 


the seminary of the Theological Community of Mexico City from 20 to 27 August. 


They came at the invitation of the World Council of Churches whose sub-units 
on Faith and Order and Church and Society had organised the meeting as part.ot 3 
study on "The Future of Humanity in a World of Science-based Technology" started 


in 1969. 


Participants were well aware not only of the moral ambiguities of new scientific 
and technological discoveries and the lack of adequate criteria for measuring 
their benefits and risks, but also the crisis of identity and of faith produced 
by the rise of a self-sufficient scientific culture. The result, they said, is 
a growing feeling of uneasiness within the scientific community and the posing 


of difficult questions requiring a prompt Christian response. 


The consultation discussed the limitations of science, even though it cfaims to 

be the only approach to ultimate truth about the world. To a large degree the 
scientific enterprise was determined by an implicit system of values, participants 
Said, including a certain view of humanity and nature. Often scientific research 
was in response to industrial needs and grew out of cultural presuppositions. 
Therefore scientific theories should not be applied universally without testing 


the effects and seeing how to control their use. 


Referring to the new possibilities for dialogue, the consultation said: "If and 
| when scientists and theologians become deeply engaged in such a dialogue, it will 
become apparent the encounter is between faith and faith or between ideology 


and ideology". 


Attention was given to the popular scientific world view that has no place for a 
transcendent God who interacts with the universe. Among the questions asked was: 
how can one formulate a concept of God's action in the world that is compatible 


‘ : ae , : 2 
With a scientific understanding of the created universe? 


Also discussed were new approaches to a Christian doctrine of creation to put 


Over against a purely mechanistic world view the consequences of which are now 


(more) 
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so much in evidence in the ecology crisis. 


Said Australian biologist Charles Birch: "We need a concept of nature that enables 
us to see trees and animals as more than things and, like us, part of a creation 


sustained by and dependent upon God". 


Science and technology have given humanity unprecedented power over nature. The 
consultation drew attention to the power now held by those who master these dis- 
ciplines, as well as by those who make financial decisions about what scientific 
research will receive support. Participants asked whether the priorities are set 
in such a way that the interests of humanity are served. Too often, they felt, 
policy decisions advance the interests of only a small section of society or a 


purely national self-interest. 


They also expressed concern about the diversion of funds to research that serves 
military purposes. Thus there is need for a growing sense of social responsibility 
among scientists themselves, and also for a decision-making process that takes 
account of the total needs of society as well as the experience of scientists, lay 


people and the groups who will be affected by the actions. 


The report of the consultation concludes that the churches could serve a useful 
role by "encouraging encounter between fiercely opposing viewpoints, drawing from 
such encounters the hope of new understanding, reconciliation and the possibility 


of a strengthened common Christian witness and action in the world". 
EPS 


MISSIONARIES LEAVE ANGOLA 


New York (EPS) - Nine North American missionaries and one Brazilian have left 
Angola with the agreement of church leaders there. The Rev. Joyce Myers of 


Philadelphia said the 10 left August 27 for Windhoek. 


Miss Myers, a missionary of the United Church of Christ for 12 years, had been 
teaching at Emanuel Theological Seminary at Dondi in central Angola. The Church 
of Christ in Angola, for which she had been working, has been autonomous for 
Biany years. It will be able to continue without missionaries, she said. But 
the continuation of some projects such as the seminary will be difficult if 


financial aid cannot continue to come from the outside. 


Among the 10 who left were three others from the USA, five Canadians and a 
Brazilian working for a US board. At least thtee other Canadian medical mission- 
aries remained. The American consul had strongly recommended that all Americans 


should leave. 
EPS 
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JAMAICAN PRIME MINISTER WILL 

SPEAK AT WORLD COUNCIL ASSEMBLY 

Geneva (EPS) - The Prime Minister of Jamaica, the Hon. Michael N. Manley, has 
agreed to address the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches which opens 
on 23rd November in Nairobi, Kenya. He will be speaking to some 2,500 people 
assembled in the Kenyatta Conference Centre, including delegates from the 271 


churches holding membership in the WCC. 


A leading Methodist layman, Prime Minister Manley has been asked to relate the 
Christian gospel to the social issues of the contemporary world in an address 
entitled "From the Shackles of Domination and Oppression". It is anticipated that 
he will challenge the churches particularly to more courageous engagement in the 


struggle for social and racial justice. 


The Fifth Assembly participants are also scheduled to hear addresses on the main 
theme - "Jesus Christ Frees and Unites" - on Christian unity, evangelism, and 


human survival in a scientific, technological world. 


Mr. Manley has been Jamaica's Prime Minister since March 1972 following the 


election victory of the People's National Party of which he was president. 


Trained as an economist at the London School of Economics, Mr. Manley worked as 
a journalist and union organizer before being elected First Vice President of 
the National Workers’ Union. During 20 years as an active trade unionist he 
became one of the most skilful negotiators in the English-speaking world. In 
1967 he entered elective politics and won a seat in Parliament. Two years 
later he became president of the People's National Party and leader of the 


opposition in Parliament. 


A firm believer in the democratic party system, Mr. Manley has said: "The key 
to development in a young society is mobilisation of the popular will". He is 
strongly committed to "the politics of participation", and has highlighted the 


need for the people to feel themselves part of the decision-making process. 


Mr. Manley is the second head of government to give a major address at a WCC 
Assembly. President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia spoke to the last assembly in 
Uppsala, Sweden in 1968. Earlier this year Mr. Manley played host to the 


Commonwealth heads of government in Kingston. 


WCC assemblies convene every seven years to decide policy and directions for the 


programmes in which member churches cooperate and to give expression to their 


unity in the Christian faith. 
(more) 
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Plenary speakers in addition to Prime Minister Manley include: Prof. Robert 
McAfee Brown, a theologian and teacher from Stanford University in California, 
speaking on "Who is this Jesus Christ who frees and unites?"; Father Cyrille 
Argenti, Orthodox theologian of France, and Dr. John Deschner, USA Methodist 
theologian, on Christian unity; Bishop Mortimer Arias of Bolivia on Evangelism; 
and Prof. Charles Birch, an Australian biologist, on "Creation, Technology and 


Human Survival". 
EPS 


VATICAN NAMES 16 OBSERVERS 
TO WCC's FIFTH ASSEMBLY 


Geneva/Rome (EPS) - The Roman Catholic Church has accepted the invitation of the 
World Council of Churches to send 16 delegated observers to its Fifth Assembly 

at Nairobi, 23rd November to 10th December. The appointment of the observers was 
made through the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. They are as 


follows: 


Father Pierre Duprey, W.F., Under-Secretary of the Secretariat for Promoting 


Christian Unity, Vatican City, Leader of the Delegation. 


Father Simon Amalorpavadass of India, Director of the National Biblical Catechetical 


and Liturgical Centre, Bangalore. 


Father Edouard Gakwandi, Professor of Scripture in the Major Seminary at Nyundo, 


Rwanda. 


Father John Hotchkin, Director of the Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Inter- 


religious Affairs, U.S.A. 


Father Antonio Javierre, SDB, of Spain, Professor in the Pontificio Ateneo 
Salesiano in Rome and member of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council 


of Churches. 


Father Vincent Kanyonza, formerly Professor of theology at the Major Seminary, 


Gaba, Uganda; now Secretary of the Uganda Christian Council. 


Dr. Marga Klompé, Minister of State, Netherlands; member of the Pontifical Commission, 


Justice and Peace. 


Father Bonaventura Kloppenburg, OFM, of Brazil; Director of the Pastoral Institute 


of CELAM, Medellin, Colombia. 


Father Emmanuel Lanne, OSB, of the Priory of Chevetogne, Belgium; Vice-President 
of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches. 


(more) 
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Father John Long, S.J., of the staff of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian 


Unity, Vatican City. 


Father Basil Meeking of the staff of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian 


Unity, Vatican City. 


Miss Elizabeth Namaganda, member of the International Grail; Director of the 


Uganda Social Training Centre in Kampala. 


Bishop Peter Sarpong of the diocese of Kumasi, Ghana; Member of the Pontifical 


Commission, Justice and Peace. 


Bishop Paul-Werner Scheele, auxiliary Bishop of the diocese of Paderborn, Germany; 


Director of the Johann-Adam Mohler Institute, Paderborn. 


Sister Gilmary Simmons of the Maryknoll Sisters, New York, a doctor of medicine 
formerly in Korea, formerly staff consultant to the Christian Medical Commission 


of the World Council of Churches, Geneva. 


Mr. Vittorio Veronese of Rome; former Director General of UNESCO; chairman of 


the Peace Committee of the Pontifical Commission, Justice and Peace. 


Delegated observers are officially designated by non-member churches and have the 


right to speak but not to vote. 


In addition to the above the World Council of Churches has also invited a number 
of local Roman Catholics to be present at the Assembly as guests. Among the 
invited guests will be Msgr. Charles Moeller, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity; Msgr. Andrea di Montezemolo, pro-secretary of the 
Pontifical Commission, Justice and Peace. 


10 Catholic Advisers 


In addition to the 16 Delegated Observers, the Assembly will have 10 Roman 
Catholics serving as Advisers. They have been invited by the World Council of 
Churches on the basis of their special competence in the subjects to be dis- 
cussed. One of the Advisers, the Most Rev. Samuel E. Carter, S.J., Archbishop 
of Kingston (Jamaica), will participate in a plenary presentation. He will be 
on a panel responding to an address entitled "that the World May Believe". 
Archbishop Carter is one of the three Presidents of the Caribbean Conference 
of Churches, which groups Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches in 


the Caribbean area. 
EPS 
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WCC LEADERS HAIL PIONEERING 

STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE 

Stockholm/Uppsala (EPS) - Fifty years after the Stockholm Conference affirmed the 
churches' responsibility for the whole life of people, the general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, Dr. Philip A. Potter, was able to discern a break- 


through by the churches. 


Speaking at a commemorative service in Stockholm Cathedral in the presence of His 


Majesty King Carl Gustaf of Sweden, Dr. Potter said: "At the Stockholm Conference 
it was felt that Christian witness should mean direct engagement with those involved 
in economic, industrial, racial, social and political conflicts. We have taken a 
long time to find ways of effecting this engagement. The Life and Work Movement 


has played a significant role in promoting the wholeness of the ecumenical movement". 


He pointed to the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism, urban and industrial mission, 
and the churches' participation in development as successful efforts to promote 
people's participation and self-reliance in their own struggle for justice and a 


truly human existence. 


The cathedral service climaxed a three-day observance (5-7 September) of seven 
major events arranged by the Swedish Ecumenical Council under the chairmanship 
of Archbishop Olof Sundby. Among the outstanding speakers were Dr.W.A. Visser 
"t Hooft, honorary president of the World Council who attended "Stockholm 1925" 
as a young YMCA secretary; John Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Vatican 


Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity; and Dr. Potter. 


Honoured guests were descendants of Nathan Soderblom, who as archbishop of Uppsala 


inspired and planned the "Universal Christian Conference on Life and Work". 


Programme events during the celebration covered such topics as the churches" res- 
ponsibility for the survival of mankind, "Jesus Christ Frees and Unites" and 


"Christian Life and Work - 50 years after Stockholm 1925". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft delivered a substantial address on "The historical significance 
of the Stockholm Conference". His conclusion: Stockholm 1925 was the first large- 
scale attempt to get separated and isolated churches of many countries to collaborate 
on common tasks. It was also significant in that it included churches of both the 
East and the West. Finally by creating a Continuation Committee it took the first 


step towards the formation of a more permanent ecumenical organisation of the churches. 


Cardinal Willebrands and Dr. Potter reflected on the global challenge of unity from 


a Roman Catholic and a WCC viewpoint respectively. 
(more) 
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The Cardinal reminded his listeners that Christ's vision in John 17:21 included 
the unity of believers so that the world might believe. Nathan Soderblom was 
one of the prophets of this unity; Pope John XXIII was another, he said, but 
this "spirit of prophecy" has not seized the whole Church and each member. Unity 
includes word and sacrament, faith and fulness of newborn life in Christ; it 


demands sacrifice, he stated. 


Noting that divisions prevent the churches from being fully united, he asked, 
"Are we standing together and acting together as far as our unity in fundamental 
truths allows us to do? Are we able to live that creative love which finds 


methods and ways to unity? There is still too much hesitation". 


Dr. Potter cited a number of "basic structural changes" in the world since 1925. 
Chief among them are the emergence of Asia, Africa and Latin America, the con- 
frontation between white people and those of other races, and the nuclear threat 


to human existence. 


“and 


"These changes give our contemporary scene a distinctive quality", he said, 
that quality forces us to recognise we need global perspectives and goals in 
dealing with national issues. In addition, the world food and energy crisis, 
the monetary crisis, the challenge to a new world economic order all force us 


to recognise that our own self-interest demands a global approach and global 


remedies. 


"The tragedy is that in spite of the long involvement in the world missionary 
movement and the very nature of our faith and worship...and in spite of the 
ecumenical movement, our churches have hardly awoken to the global challenge of 
their existence as expressions of the One, holy, catholic and apostolic Church", 
said Dr. Potter. "This is to my mind the most important global challenge before 


us today. And that is the continuing raison d'étre of the ecumenical movement". 


During a round-table discussion on "The Unity We Seek", two questions attracted 
major attention. Commissioner Harry Tydal asked why the WCC never gave a short, 


clear answer as to the nature of the unity sought. "Is it unity or union?" he 
asked. Dr. Visser 't Hooft answered, "If we knew in detail, we would not need 
a WCC. It is precisely because the churches come together with different con- 
ceptions of unity that you have an ecumenical movement". 


To Dean Valter Lindstrom's question whether the Roman Catholic Church considers 
other churches as equal members in the great family of Christendom, Cardinal 
Willebrands answered that his church had said officially it could accept other 
churches as equal in dialogue. Pope Paul spoke of the reintegration and re- 
composition of unity. "If we come together in dialogue", said the Cardinal, 
"Christ is in our midst and we would be able to seek unity together and receive 
from each other. But we don't yet see clearly what future unity will be". 

EPS 
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APPEAL AWAITED IN KOREAN 

PASTORS' CASE 

Seoul, Korea (EPS) - The National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) has decided 
to appeal the conviction of four Protestant pastors. The Ad Hoc Committee for 
the Protection of Mission made the decision after conferring with the families 


of the Revs. Kim Kwan Suk, Park Hyung Kyu, Cho Seung Hyuk and Kwon Ho Kyung. 


On September 6 the judge hearing the case handed down the following sentences: 10 
months for Mr. Park, eight months for Mr. Kwon, and six months each for Mr. Kim 
and Mr. Cho. The 150 days already spent in prison will be subtracted from the 


sentences. The prosecution had asked for sentences ranging from three to five years. 


According to the Choongang Daily, the judge found the evidence of embezzlement 
unconvincing but said the defendants should be severely punished for assisting 
people who had violated the Emergency Decrees of the Park regime and thus harming 


national security. 


The defendants said they used funds sent by Bread for the World of Germany to 


finance community organisation activities among Seoul's slum dwellers (EPS No.21). 


On receiving word of the sentences, the General Secretariat of the World Council 
of Churches expressed deep disappointment to the NCCK, citing the evidence that 
had been produced in court clearing the four of misusing mission funds. Bread 


for the World also maintained they should have been acquitted. 


Meanwhile in Seoul the harassment of Christians engaged in urban-industrial mission 
work continued. In late August the Rev. Kim Dong Wan and the Rev. Heu Byuang Sup 


were arrested and questioned at length, the latter being tortured before his release. 


EPS 


CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE STAFFER HELD 


Johannesburg (EPS) - Mr. Horst Kleinschmidt, 29, assistant to the director of the 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa, was taken into custody by South African 


security police on September 15. He is being held under the Terrorism Act. 


Mr. Kleinschmidt, a former vice-president of the National Union of South African 

Students (NUSAS), was an organizer of the Programme for Social Change, which was 

financed by the Christian Institute until it terminated in July. On September 12 
several newsletters issued by the programme were officially banned. According to 
press reports, they dealt with the detention of black and coloured students in 


Pretoria under the Terrorism Act. 
EPS 


No. 28 - 18th September 1975 8 


EUROPEAN CHURCHES TO ASSESS 

IMPLICATIONS OF HELSINKI 

Geneva (EPS) - The contribution that European churches and Christians might make 
towards realizing the principles in the Helsinki Declaration on security and 
cooperation in Europe will be discussed in October at a consultation called by 


the Conference of European Churches (CEC). 


The international consultation will be held in Buckow, German Democratic Republic 
from 27th to 3lst October. Participants will include representatives of churches, 


ecumenical organisations and experts on peace questions. 


A large public meeting has been scheduled on the opening day in East Berlin's 
Marienkirche. Bishop Albrecht Schonherr will chair this as well as the remaining 


sessions of the consultation. 


Ambassador Jaakko Iloniemi, leader of the Finnish delegation at the Helsinki 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), and Prof. Hans Ruh of 
Switzerland will give major addresses at the CEC meeting. Then the participants 
will work in four sections: moral and spiritual components of international order 
in Europe; the peace task of the churches; practical contributions in the fields 
of economics, science, culture and human relationships; and implications of this 


activity for improving church relationships. 


Main purpose of the CEC consultation is the preparation of an agenda for the 
future through which the churches can contribute towards implementing the Helsinki 


principles. 


The peace emphasis is one of two major CEC programmes; the second is ecumenical 
cooperation among churches in Europe. Some 105 churches in both Western and 


Eastern Europe belong to the Geneva-based CEC. 
EPS 


ILLNESS OF SOUTH AFRICAN PRISONER 


Lusaka, Zambia (EPS) - The African National Congress of South Africa has expressed 
grave concern over the serious illness of Mr. Goven Mbeki, a prominent leader of 
South African oppressed people who is serving a term of life imprisonment on Robben 
Island. "The barbarous sentences, inhuman prison conditions and treatment in 

South African jails are the direct cause of repeated loss of incarcerated militants 
such as Bram Fischer and others", said Mr. Alfred Nzo, secretary general of the 
ANC. ''We demand the immediate and unconditional release of Mr. Mbeki and all 


other political prisoners". 
EPS 
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CHURCHES LAUNCH APPEAL FOR 

TURKISH EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 

Geneva (EPS) - A $100,000 emergency appeal for aid to Turkish earthquake victims 
was issued today (Sept.18) by the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS). The funds will be used to supply pre-fabricated housing 


for the stricken area in Eastern Anatolia to meet a major need in the coming winter. 


Epicentre of the violent earthquake in the afternoon of September 6 was the town 
of Lice with 9,000 inhabitants. It and a number of surrounding villages were 


totally destroyed. 


Metropolitan Meliton of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, vice- 
chairman of the World Council of Churches' Executive and Central Committees, visited 
the affected region this week. He has now returned to Istanbul after spending 
several days in the area and having met the Prime Minister and the Governor of 


Diyarbakir. 


He reported the known death toll is 2,308, a further 1,000 bodies may still be 
buried, and 3,272 people are currently being treated for injuries. He said 


there are 6,500 houses in ruins, but the final figure will be higher. 


Initial post-quake aid was given by the Turkish Red Crescent, the government 
appointed agency responsible for emergency assistance, shelter, foodstuffs and 
medical care. It was assisted by the Turkish armed forces whose planes carried 
urgent supplies and medicaments. CICARWS has proposed to respond to requests 
for pre-fabricated housing - a vital need this coming winter - since other needs 


will be met by other sources. 
EPS 


CICARWS PREPARES TO AID 
SUDAN FLOOD RELIEF 


Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) is preparing an appeal for funds and material aid in support of the 


Sudan Council of Churches' flood relief operations. 


Extensive flooding is reported from Gezira Province in Central Sudan and around 
Kassala in Eastern Sudan. The flood has inundated 630 square kilometres of land; 
5,000 houses have been destroyed, making 75,000 people homeless, and leaving them 
without food and medical supplies. Conservative estimates have placed the damage 
at US$ 25 million. 


CICARWS sent an initial $10,000 upon learning of the flooding and alerted member 
churches and their aid agencies that a formal appeal for funds would be forth- 
coming. The Sudanese Government has asked the churches for assistance in coping 
with the emergency. 

EPS 
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ORTHODOX CONSULTATION PROBES 

LITURGICAL CONTRIBUTION TO NAIROBI 

Etchmiadzin, Armenia (EPS) - The Orthodox consultation on "Confessing Christ through 
the liturgical life of the Church Today" opened here 17 September with a liturgy 

and a speech by His Holiness Vasken I, Supreme Catholicos of all the Armenians, who 
is host for the meeting. More than 40 participants from nearly all the Eastern and 


Oriental Orthodox churches will confer until 21 September. 


The consultation, organised by the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) 
of the World Council of Churches, is the first international ecumenical meeting to 


take place in the Soviet Socialist Republic of Armenia. 


In his speech of welcome, the spiritual head of the Apostolic Orthodox Church of 
Armenia expressed the hope that the event would make a significant contribution to 


the theme of the Fifth Assembly of the WCC. 


"Liberation" and "unity" are key concepts in today's world, he said. "In our view 
these two themes can be tackled differently in a sociality society". Speaking of 
the relation between Christian and socialist concepts of liberation and unity, the 
Catholicos thought it necessary to discover a way to give the Christian message 


"fresh reality and a new trenchancy in the world today and tomorrow". 


Drawing attention to the fact that the Church during its 2000-year existence had 
undergone many changes and had been able to cope with its problems, Patriarch 
Vasken concluded: "We can therefore face up to the changes in today's world with 
optimism and confidence and present the Gospel message in such a way that its 


profound significance for contemporary life is evident". 


The Rev. Emilio Castro, director of CWME, expressed the World Council's thanks for 
the hospitality of the Armenian Church. He also voiced the hope that the meeting 
would make clear how the liturgical life of the Orthodox could express itself 


concretely in relation to questions of liberation and community. 


In the course of their work at the Patriarchal headquarters, the church officials 
and Orthodox theologians, plus representatives of other communions, will analyze 
the part played by worship and liturgy in communicating the liberating message of 


the Resurrection to people today. 


The Apostolic Orthodox Church of Armenia, a member of the WCC since 1962, has 
4.5 million members in Armenia and four other southern republics, plus about two 


million members living in Europe, Africa, North and South America. 
EPS 
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REPORT ON THEOLOGY AND RACISM 

READIED FOR NAIROBI ASSEMBLY 

Geneva (EPS) - Western theology has been shaped by the claims and assumptions of 
the superiority of white people over against other races. At the same time it has 
influenced and undergirded some of these assumptions. This was the conclusion of 
a consultation on "Racism in Theology and Theology Against Racism" held here 14th 


to 20th September. 


Sponsored jointly by the Faith and Order Secretariat and the Programme to Combat 
Racism of the World Council of Churches, the discussions were set in the context 
of questions and criticisms raised in member churches and congregations throughout 
the world. Prof. Gayraud Wilmore, a black theologian from Rochester, New York, was 


moderator. 


The consultation advocated starting from the Christian Gospel of grace and forgive- 


ness. Because forgiveness is available, a new beginning is possible. 


After summarizing numerous examples of racism, the report of the consultation state 
"Racism in all its pervasiveness - institutional, personal, unconscious - is a sin 
against God and against fellow human beings. It is a sin which has contaminated 
our churches as a whole and has thus become collective and corporate". There is 
no room for people to disassociate themselves "lightheartedly and self-righteously 


from this predicament", the participants maintained. 


The appropriate response both on the individual and the collective level, according 


. ° < 
to the report, is repentance which "moves forward and seeks not to restore the past 


but to implore a new and more just future". It recommended that "repentance-action’ 
should be agreed on by both parties (the oppressors and the oppressed), that it oper 
the way to real community, and that it take account of political factors. If the 
political and economic implications are faced realistically, said the report, "privi 


leged groups will lose some of their privileges". 


An important section of the report called for a re-thinking of the nature of the 
Church and Christian discipleship. Participants said the knowledge and experience 
of racism is linked with the knowledge of Jesus Christ as the "victorious victim" 


who reigns as the suffering servant. 


They affirmed the need "to re-establish community in places and situations of 
suffering". Discipleship could mean "the constant effort of the Church to re-group 
and re-constitute itself in situations of real suffering, in situations where 
suffering is the most profound expression of the struggle for freedom and recon- 


{ 
ciliation of mankind". 
(more) 
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Other conclusions included the following: 


- racism demands a radical analysis of the international economic order since the 
growth of technology has produced increasing economic and political inter-dependence 
between nations, and political alliances and economic involvements solidify racist 


systems; 


- the advantaged enjoy more than their just share of power, enabling them to exercise 
control over the less powerful; justice can exist only where power is more equitably 
distributed and Christians have a responsibility to work towards an appropriate dis- 


tribution of power; 


- "disciplined life" means "consistent flexibility and openness towards people and 
communities of people...in whose life suffering for the sake of freedom and recon- 


ciliation has become constitutive". 


The report closes with a list of specific suggestions for further action. According 
to Dr. Geiko Muller Fahrenholz, who organised the consultation, it will be made 


available to delegates attending the Fifth Assembly in Nairobi. 
EPS 


ORTHODOX CONSULTATION SIGNALS 

GROWING ECUMENICAL AWARENESS 

Erivan, Soviet Armenia (EPS) - Witnessing to Christ and proclaiming the Gospel 
through the liturgical life of the Church were extensively discussed at a five- 
day Orthodox consultation which closed on 21st September at Etchmiadzin near here. 


Sessions were held at the spiritual centre of the Armenian Apostolic Church. 


Arranged by the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the WCC, this con- 
sultation was historic for two reasons. It was the first time the Armenian Church 
had played host to an international ecumenical meeting. Furthermore, the partici- 
pation of more than 30 churchmen and theologians representing some 16 different 
traditions within the Orthodox family in the socialist countries, the Middle East, 


Europe, North America and India was in itself an unprecedented event. 


The findings of the consultation, which took as its theme "Confessing Christ through 
the liturgy of the Church today", were summarized in three working papers. Although 
they do not represent total consensus, they nevertheless reflect the different 


concerns and proposals put forward by the participants. 


All agreed that for the Orthodox the liturgical celebration (Eucharist) is the 
fundamental expression of their faith and the form "par excellence” of their 
confession of Christ and their Mission, no matter in what cultural and socio- 


political context they fulfil their ministry today. (more) 
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But in view of the changes the "human city" is experiencing, many of the participants 
pleaded for an updating of the liturgical life along with other forms of Christian 
confession and witness. They mentioned specifically preaching in the language of 

the people, the publication of introductory books on Christian life, religious 
education, liturgical services more accessible to young people and a more active 
participation of lay people including women in church life “where it is advisable 


and possible". 


The working paper on "witness and liturgical spirituality" emphasised that the 
tradition of the Church, its worship, its theology and preaching are a continuous 
prayer and confession of "the pascal victory of Christ and of the liberation of man 
from all oppressive powers". "It is prayer and the Eucharist, where people overcome 
their egoism, which influence their participation in the social and political life 


of their country", the document stated. 


These papers will be sent to the Orthodox churches for further study and will also 


be taken into consideration in Section I of the WCC's Fifth Assembly at Nairobi. 


During the closing session the Rev. Emilio Castro, director of CWME, expressed to 
His Holiness Vasken I, Supreme Catholicos of All Armenians, the gratitude of the 
WCC for the hospitality received in Etchmiadzin. In response the Patriarch termed 
this consultation "the expression of a new ecumenical consciousness of the churches 


which has been stimulated by the efforts of the World Council". 


The Armenian Apostolic Church, a member of the WCC since 1962, has approximately 
4.5 million members in Armenia and three other southern republics of the USSR and 


2 million members in other parts of Europe, Africa and the two Americas. 
EPS 


EUROPEAN BAPTISTS ELECT NEW SECRETARY 


Bilthoven, Netherlands (EPS) - Dr. Gerhard Claas of Bad Homburg, Federal Republic 

of Germany has been named general secretary-elect of the European Baptist Federation 
succeeding to Dr. Ronald Goulding of London. He takes office in 1976. The Rev. 
Alexsei Bichkov, general secretary of the All Union Council of Evangelical Christians- 
Baptists of the USSR, was unanimously elected president for a two-year term. Dr. 
Claas is general secretary of the Federation of Evangelical Free Churches of West 
Germany. Dr. Goulding's 10 years of service was hailed during a ceremony of 
appreciation at the annual meeting of the European Baptists here in early September. 
He is moving to Washington, D.C. to head the new division of Christian education 


and evangelism for the Baptist World Alliance. 
EPS 


No. 29 = 2nd October 1975 5 


CICARWS TEAM GOING TO ANGOLA 

TO STUDY HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 

Geneva (EPS) - A two-person team will leave this week for Angola for discussions 
with the churches in the strife-torn country and to survey for the Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) the extent of assistance 


needed. 


Team members are the Rev. Harry Henry, president of the Methodist Church of Dahomey, 


and M. Edmond Racloz, Swiss agricultural consultant who formerly worked in Angola. 


Following consultations with the World Council of Churches in Geneva, the team will 


depart for Luanda on Thursday, October 2nd. 


Purpose of the visit is to express to churches WCC fellowship and willingness to 
assist and to study on the spot the humanitarian needs, channels and capacities for 


action by the churches in cooperation with the Red Cross and other humanitarian 


distribution networks. 


It is anticipated that the team will return to Geneva after 2 or 3 weeks of extensive 
visits. It is currently believed that main needs of the population in Angola are 


food items and medical supplies of various kinds and blankets. 


In June 1975 CICARWS had approved a development programme through the churches in 
Angola amounting to some $400,000. Recent events in Angola have made it impossible 
to implement this programme. In early August, CICARWS issued a $100,000 emergency 


appeal from which initial transfers of funds have been made to churches there. 


x 


The visit of the team to Angola will hopefully bring about an acceleration of the 


churches' relief efforts. 
EPS 


FAREWELL FOR NAIROBI DELEGATES 


Washington, D.C. (EPS) -— All US delegates to the Fifth Assembly of the WCC have 
been invited to participate in a farewell service November 2 at the Washington 
National Cathedral (Anglican). Recalling that St. Paul was sent from loving com- 
munities of Christians to other parts of the Church, the ecumenical officers of 


Episcopal dioceses initiated the idea of "a great ecumenical service”. 


The Apostolic Delegate, Archbishop Jean Jadot, will be the speaker and the Rt.Rev. 
William F. Creighton, Bishop of Washington, will send the delegates to Nairobi 


under the power of the Holy Spirit and "with our love as your companion". 
EPS 
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UK GROUP GETS SPECIAL GRANT OF $15,000 


Geneva (EPS) - Officers of the World Council of Churches approved a grant of 
US$ 15,000 from the Special Fund to Combat Racism for a black organisation in 
Britain known as Towards Racial Justice (TRJ). This brings to $494,000 the 


amount distributed from the Special Fund this year. 


TRJ was launched in 1973 to assist groups and individuals to publish material 

that contributes towards the achievement of racial equality and the elimination 

of discrimination. Its constituency is the black community in Great Britain 
comprised of immigrants from the Caribbean, Asia and Africa and their descendants. 
In the first period it engaged in demonstrations against alleged police brutality 
and discrimination in education and employment. Now its central activities are 

the publication of the journal Race Today and the Legal Advice Service, a 24-hour 
telephone service taking up to 50 calls daily. Assistance ranges from advice on 
civil law (divorce, landlord and tenant disputes, mortgage arrangements) to criminal 


law. Callers are referred to qualified lawyers. 


Action by the WCC officers came after leaders of the British Council of Churches 
had met with TRJ to review its objectives and activities, and reported that these 


were not inconsonant with the general purposes of the World Council of Churches. 


Last April WCC officers approved grants totalling $479,000 for organisations of 
racially oppressed people and support groups aiding victims of racial injustice. 
However, TRJ's application was deferred at that time pending the receipt of 


additional information. 
EPS 


KOREAN COUNCIL SECRETARY PAROLED 


Seoul, Korea (EPS) - The Rev. Kim Kwan Suk, general secretary of the National Council 
of Churches in Korea, was released from prison on parole September 17. No informa- 
tion was forthcoming on the fate of three other Protestant pastors sentenced with 


Mr. Kim on September 6 (EPS No. 28). 


Meanwhile 140 Protestant and Roman Catholic theologians around the world have signed 
a petition to South Korean President Park Chung Hee lauding the "Declaration of 
Conscience" written last May by the noted Korean poet Kim Chi Ha. No date has 
been set for the trial of Mr. Kim who has been held in solitary confinement at 
Seoul's West Gate prison since March. The petition, signed by 47 North Americans, 
23 Asians and 62 Europeans, expresses the conviction that Mr. Kim's activities were 


those "of brotherly love based upon his firm Christian faith". They ask his 


release. 
EPS 
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INDIAN LUTHERANS AND CSI 

OUTLINE UNION TIMETABLE 

Bangalore, India (EPS) - A two-step plan for uniting the Church of South India and H} 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India was outlined at a meeting of union 
negotiators here early in September. It envisions the inauguration of the new 


"Church of Christ in South India" four years from now. 


Co-chairmen of the recent meeting were the Most Rev. Ananda Rao Samuel, moderator 


of the CSI, and the Rev. Dorairaj Peter, president of the UELC. 


During the first phase the constituent churches will become members of the new church 
by accepting the basic principles of the union plan. However, jurisdictional bounda- 
ries, institutions and administration of the various churches will remain unchanged. 

In the second phase, to be completed in another eight years, the remaining provisions 


of the accepted constitution will be implemented. 


Over the past quarter century an agreed doctrinal statement and constitution have 
been prepared. Now the negotiations committee believes it is time for a decisive 


step forward. 


The committee received with great joy the declaration of the Joint Commission of 
the CSI, the Church of North India and the Mar Thoma Church for wider union. It 
requested the Lutheran churches to send representatives to meetings of this nego- 


tiating committee. 
EPS 


DR. POTTER HAILS ITALIAN UNION 


Geneva (EPS) - The covenant of integration signed by the Waldensian Church and the 
Methodist Church in Italy has been hailed as "a very significant step forward in 
the cause of unity" by Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World Council 


of Churches. 


In a letter to the presidents of the two churches sent 26th September Dr. Potter 
recalled that the idea of integration was first discussed at a conference of churches 
in Latin countries in Europe held in Chambon-sur-Lignon (France) in 1958. Both the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid of the WCC and the Youth Department encouraged the 


churches attending to consider together their life and mission. 


The final decision on union was taken 26th August at Torre Pellice, Italy and in 
the River Plate area of Argentina. It proposes integration of churches in Italy, 


South America and elsewhere within the next four years. 
EPS 


Ee 
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UN DEBATE GIVES FRESH HOPE | 

FOR NEW WORLD ECONOMIC ORDER 

Geneva (EPS) - The recent 7th special session of the General Assembly marked a 
turning point in UN affairs because the USA moved from its previous isolated position 
to negotiate on key elements of a New International Economic Order, according to Mr. 


Diogo de Gaspar who served as an observer for the World Council of Churches. 


It also had an important ecumenical element, de Gaspar said. The Hon. Jan Pronk, 
development cooperation minister of the Netherlands who has long been active in 
WCC committees and commissions, was unanimously elected chairman of the Ad Hoc 


Committee which negotiated the final agreement. 


In a statement at the close of the session UN Secretary General Kurt Waldheim 
expressed gratitude to the committee and Pronk for their perseverance in arriving 


at solutions. 


However, the WCC's observer expressed deep disappointment that the poorest people 
are still the prey of the rich when it comes to furnishing raw materials and cheap 


labour. 


Said Kurt Waldheim on this subject: "We are perceiving that our policies are not 
producing the minimum improvement in the appalling living conditions of a very high 
proportion of the world's population, and that the significant progress that has 
been achieved in production and productive capacity is not being felt in those layers 
of the population who are most in need of a better deal. In short, we are not 


advancing towards the objective of social justice". 


On monetary issues Mr. de Gaspar expressed regret that the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) is no longer.a "policeman" when it comes to looking at policies of the 
rich countries.’ Instead it is becoming another aid agency making compensatory 
grants to poor countries because modifications of the international pricing system 
are not acceptable to the developed countries. He also regretted that the countries 
controlling IMF (USA, UK, France, West Germany and Japan) refused to include more 


developing nations’ in the decision-making process. 


Mr. Waldheim noted that as early as 1953 the UN established a committee on primary 
commodities but the situation had hardly changed since then, he said. "The present 
state of affairs cannot under any set of criteria be considered satisfactory", he 

said. "The international community cannot afford not to negotiate continuously on 


primary commodities". 


Mr. de Gaspar noted that the questions discussed at the special session would be 


put before the churches at the forthcoming Nairobi Assembly. 
EPS 
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HARASSMENT OF NAMIBIAN LUTHERANS 

DRAWS COMPLAINT FROM LWF LEADER 

Geneva (EPS) - Arrests of Lutheran pastors and teachers in Namibia have led the 
Lutheran World Federation to conclude that the South African Government is engaging 
in "a systematic attack upon the Christian churches" there, LWF General Secretary 


Carl H. Mau Jr. declared in a letter to Prime Minister B.J. Vorster. 


Dr. Mau termed this attack "intolerable and an offence to the world community of 
Lutheran churches". Also cited was the rejection of applications for residence 
permits for church workers from outside the country and the expulsion of pastors 


and church leaders. 


"Leaders of the Christian churches have publicly committed themselves to recon- 
ciliation and non-violent solutions to the problems of Namibia", Dr. Mau wrote. 
"Yet they are now under attack and systematic harassment, which is making it in- 
creasingly difficult for the churches to continue to plead for peaceful solutions 


to problems of the country". 


A copy of the letter went to all LWF member churches and national committees with 


a list of 12 persons arrested since mid-August. 


Meanwhile in Frankfurt "concern and dismay" over the uninterrupted "chain of arrests" 
in the Republic of South Africa has been expressed by the chairman of the Council 


of the German Evangelical Church, Bishop D. Helmut Class, Stuttgart. 


In a telegram to the South African ambassador in Bonn, Bishop Class said the Council 
sees an “open contradiction" to the policy of detente proclaimed by the South 


African Government in the arrest September 16 of Horst Kleinschmidt, assistant to 
the director of the Christian Institute in Johannesburg. 


The telegram declared: "We note with deep regret that hope for an evolutionary 
solution of the pressing problems has again been considerably reduced... Prime 
Minister Vorster is requested to check once more the most recent arrest orders". 


EPS 


FINNISH SEMINAR ON RACISM 


Helsinki (EPS) - Racial discrimination at home and abroad was discussed at a 

seminar arranged by the Section on International Affairs of the Finnish Ecumenical 
Council the middle of September. The Rt. Rev. Colin Winter, an Anglican bishop 
expelled from Namibia in 1972, testified that the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism 
had given thousands of black people renewed hope when they saw the churches stood 
with them in their struggle for human dignity. A Finnish account has been opened 

for those wishing to contribute to the WCC's Special Fund. A member of a Romany 

clan in Finland reported his people had trouble obtaining jobs, housing and education 
for their children. While the law prohibits racial discrimination, prejudice is 


still present, he said. 


EPS Has 
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LAOTIANS OUTNUMBER OTHER 

REFUGEES IN THAILAND 

Geneva (EPS) - Of 44,365 Indo-Chinese refugees presently in Thailand, 36,025 

are from Laos, a report to the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 


Service (CICARWS) states. 


The Church of Christ in Thailand is the CICARWS partner group in Thailand and 
assists some of these refugees with its very limited resources. Its main task 
continues to be the distribution of food, medicines and blankets and the building 
of additional shelters. Five months after the end of the war in Indo-China, the 
refugee situation remains as difficult and the future as uncertain as in May, the 


report declares. 


Food and medicine are in short supply, there are no doctors readily available and 


nearly all refugees suffer from direct or indirect effects of malnutrition. 


While the Thai Dams and other ethnic Thai groups have a "realistic" chance of 
emigrating mainly to the United States and Australia, those of Meo origin do not. 
The United States and France may accept the small group of ethnic Laotian ex- 


military and ex-government personnel among them. 


As hopes of finding adequate resettlement opportunities in other Asian countries 
have not been fulfilled, voluntary repatriation or integration in Thailand seem 


to be the only alternatives for the vast majority of refugees from Laos. 


The refugees’ quandary is underlined by Yukio Miyazaki of the Japan YMCA who 
recently completed a survey of refugee camps. Although the Indo-China wars have 
lasted 25 years, Mr. Miyazaki said, the human suffering created is still very 
remote from the Asian conscience. "To my mind there have not been sufficient 
Asian efforts rid share the burdens of the victims of war. The present refugee 
problem challenges us again to seek Asian solutions to Asian problems rather than 


leave them to the charity of non-Asian countries". 


In contrast to the nearly 45,000 in Thailand, Mr. Miyazaki reported only 1,500 
refugees in South Korea, 4,000 in Taiwan, 1,146 in the Philippines, 2,000 in Hong 


Kong, 150 in Malaysia and 340 in Singapore. 
EPS 
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PRESIDENT KENYATTA TO WELCOME 

DELEGATES TO FIFTH ASSEMBLY 

Geneva (EPS) - The President of the Republic of Kenya, the Hon. Jomo Kenyatta, 
is to extend a personal welcome to the 2,300 participants attending the Fifth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. Kenyan church leaders have indicated 


the Head of State will probably attend the first business session in the Kenyatta 


Conference Centre, Nairobi, on Monday, 24th November. 


Mr. Kenyatta recently expressed an interest in Christian unity during the visit 
of 300 delegates of the African Orthodox Church who called to pay their respects. 
Denouncing "jealousy" among Christian churches and communities in Kenya, he said, 


"Without unity, no group of people, no nation can achieve anything worthwhile". 


He urged the country's 205 Christian denominations to "bury their differences" and 


"work hard to spread the word of God" and foster "the development of Kenya". 


When the country won independence within the British Commonwealth in December 1963 
Mr. Kenyatta, once imprisoned as a Mau Mau leader, became its first Prime Minister. 
A year later when it became a republic, Kenyatta as the leader of the victorious 
Kenya African National Union party became President of the nation, an office he 


has held ever since. 


Prior to his return to Kenya in 1946, Jomo Kenyatta studied for several years at 
the London School of Economics as did other future heads of Commonwealth governments 
such as Pierre Trudeau of Canada, Errol Barrow of Barbados and Michael Manley of 


Jamaica. 


Prime Minister Manley will make a major address at the WCC Assembly on Saturday, 


29th November, speaking on the theme "From the Shackles of Domination and Oppression". 


Other government figures participating in the Assembly include ministers of state 
from Finland (Mrs. Marjatta Vaananen), the Netherlands (Dr. Marga Klompé) and 

Egypt (Albert Barsoum), as well as two US Congressmen (John Brademas and Louis 
Stokes), twoSwedish MP's (Ms. Kerstin Aner and Ms. Birgitta Hambraeus), one Swedish 
Ambassador (01é Dahlen) and the widow of the late Prime Minister of Samoa (Mrs. 
Fetaui Mata'afa). Bishop Abel Muzorewa of the African National Council in 
Zimbabwe is a delegate and Maurice Strong, director of the UN Environment 


Programme, is a guest. 
EPS 
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TRAVEL TO SOUTH AFRICA QUESTIONED 
IN LETTER TO ASSEMBLY PARTICIPANTS 
Geneva (EPS) - Officers of the World Council of Churches have asked participants 
in the Fifth Assembly at Nairobi to consider whether it is appropriate to visit 


South Africa before or after the Assembly. 


Responding to requests for advice, the officers in a letter to all participants 
recall that the South African government has forbidden WCC committee members and 
staff to visit the country. They predict that the government "will continue to 

be selective" about which participants may enter. "...at a time when the assembly 
is bound to express itself on the situation in southern Africa, the possibility of 
making meaningful contact with Africans will be even more unlikely", the letter 


states. 


Signing the letter are Dr. M.M.Thomas of Bangalore, India, chairman of the Central 
Committee; Miss Pauline M. Webb of London, vice-chairman; and Dr. PniLip, A. Potter, 


general secretary. 


Appended to the official communication is what the officers term "a moving letter" 
from a South African in exile. It points out that those permitted to enter South 


Africa are unable to meet or speak freely with the oppressed African people. 


The author states: "Your presence...will be a continuous reminder to every black 
you see of the privileges they are denied daily. You will have freedom of movement 
and association; you will be able to use buses and elevators and restaurants for- 
bidden to blacks. In short, you will be treated as a person". The writer asks 
participants to refuse to go as an act of solidarity with 80% of South Africa's 
people who have no freedom to travel, those who are banned, imprisoned, etc. and 


with thousands who are in exile. 
EPS 


WEST GERMAN GROUPS RECEIVE 
LATEST SPECIAL FUND GRANT 


Geneva (EPS) - Two West German organisations combatting racism in southern Africa 
will receive a joint grant of $6,000 from the Special Fund to Combat Racism of the 
World Council of Churches. They are Information Centre on Southern Africa in Bonn 


and the Anti-Apartheid Movement in the Federal Republic of Germany based in Mulheim. 


| 
WCC officers approved the grant during their recent meeting here. They acted after 


receiving word from the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany that its Com- 


mission for Southern Africa had conferred with representatives of the AAM and found 


(more) 
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its aims and activities in accord with the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism. There | 


was hence no objection to the AAM receiving a grant from the Special Fund. 


The Information Centre on Southern Africa was founded by members of development 
agencies, churches and Third World action groups who felt a need to analyse social, 


economic, political and racial factors prevailing in southern Africa. 


The centre welcomed the creation, in April 1974, of the Anti-Apartheid Movement 
working specifically to gain self-determination for the oppressed people of Namibia, 
South Africa and Zimbabwe (Rhodesia). In this connection it has organised action 
against corporations that directly or indirectly support the apartheid system in 


southern Africa. 


This latest grant, together with $15,000 announced on October 2 as going to the 
British organisation known as Towards Racial Justice, brings to $500,000 the amount 
distributed from the Special Fund in 1975. The money came from the voluntary con- 
tributions of individuals, churches and groups plus grants from the governments of 
Sweden, Norway and the Netherlands. Total disbursements of the Special Fund since 


its inception in 1970 equal $1,550,000. 
EPS 


NEW ZEALAND NCC OPPOSES RUGBY 

TOUR, FAVOURS SCHOLARSHIPS 

Christchurch, New Zealand (EPS) - The National Council of Churches in New Zealand 
has asked its member churches to join in a concerted attempt to bring about the 


cancellation of the 1976 rugby tour of South Africa. 


Noting that the Rugby Union had recently decided to go ahead with the 1976 All Black 
tour of South Africa, the NCC called on all sports bodies to recognize that "to play 
in South Africa is not a neutral, non-political action. It involves adherence to 
the rules of apartheid sport. It jeopardizes New Zealand's relationships with black 
African nations, undermines international efforts to bring pressure for change and 
does not take seriously the plight of the 17 million non-whites in South Africa who 
are the victims of apartheid". (The "All Blacks" are a New Zealand team whose 

name derives from the colour of their uniforms.) 

In the same meeting the NCC responded to a request from the South African Council 

of Churches to aid black students desiring to study abroad because black universi- 
ties do not offer courses in engineering, dentistry, veterinary science, accountancy 
and architecture. The NCC urged churches and individuals to contribute to a fund 


already launched by the NZ University Students’ Association and requested the 


government to make scholarship funds available. 
EPS 
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'SRI LANKA CHURCH UNION 

SEEN AS BREAKTHROUGH 

Colombo, Sri Lanka (EPS) - The inauguration of the Church of Sri Lanka on November 
16 will climax 30 years of union negotiations involving five churches with very 
different histories and polity. Uniting are the Methodist, Baptist and Presbyterian 
churches as well as the Church of Lanka (Anglican) and the Jaffna Diocese of the 


Church of South India. 


‘Five bishops have been unanimously elected to serve the new church: the three 
‘Anglican bishops plus the presidents of the Methodist and Baptist churches. Invited 
to participate in the consecration of the new church's bishops are representatives 
‘of the Archbishop of Canterbury and bishops from the churches of North and South 
India and the Mar Thoma Church. 


Meanwhile word comes from South Africa that the United Congregational Church of 
Southern Africa has approved a plan to unite with three Presbyterian churches. The 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa has approved the 
preamble and statement of faith but refused to approve structural proposals included 
in the union plan. Earlier the Tsonga Presbyterian Church accepted the plan. And 
the Bantu Presbyterian Church is scheduled to vote at its assembly in Butterworth 


this month. 
EPS 


ROMANIAN CHURCHES NEED AID 

TO REBUILD DAMAGED STRUCTURES 

Geneva (EPS) - A formal inventory of churches destroyed or damaged by floods in 
Romania during early July has now been completed, and a plea for aid has been 


received from the Reformed Church in that country. 


Some 2,000,000 lei (approximately US$ 167,000) is needed to repair or rebuild the 
24 Reformed churches and seven parish houses in the Diocese of Cluj which suffered 
Most severely. To date only $46,500 has been pledged or received by the Commission 


on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches. 


During a recent visit to Romania CICARWS Director Muriel Webb learned that the Holy 
Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church had voted to raise the funds necessary to 
repair the 77 Orthodox churches damaged by flood waters. They are located in the 


Dioceses of Bucharest, Cluj, Arad and Alba Iulia and Sibiu. 


The end of July CICARWS appealed to member churches and their agencies for $1 million 


to buy medicines and reconstruct churches in Romania. 


(more) 
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In addition to an initial shipment of drugs and medicines valued at $153,000, a 
further 200 vials of Gammaveinine were airfreighted on 7th October (value $4,921). 
The sum of $100,000 will be transferred to the World Health Organisation for the 


purchase of additional medicaments requested by the Romanian Government. 


Word has been received from the German Democratic Republic that the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches there has contributed 25 tons of milkpowder and one railway 
carload of water purification materials (total value $48,000) through the GDR 


Red Cross. 
EPS 


WCC AID TO INDOCHINA CONTINUES 


Geneva (EPS) - The work of the Fund for Reconstruction and Reconciliation in Indo- 
china (FRRI) has been commended by the governments of Laos and North and South 
Vietnam in messages received by the board of the FRRI during its recent meeting in 


Geneva. 


The $5 million goal set for the fund by the World Council of Churches' Central Com- 
mittee has been fully subscribed during the last three years as well as a special 
$500,000 appeal. Major contributions came from Australia, Canada, Denmark, West 
Germany, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States. 


Other smaller but significant gifts came from Argentina, Finland, Italy and the 


Pacific. 


At its meeting the board of FRRI expressed the sincere hope that the churches would 
not abandon Indochina now that the fighting had ceased. It discussed future possi- 
bilities for expending approximately $2 million now in hand on reconstruction efforts 
in Indochina. As has been its policy in the past, the fund will respond to the 


priorities set by the people in the area. 


Giving an account of its stewardship the board reported that projects in Laos, 


North and South Vietnam have been fully funded. 


In North Vietnam, a twice bombed hospital carried on in temporary structures with 
salvaged equipment is being rebuilt and reequipped. In the South, both Christian 

and Buddhist schools have been rebuilt. Medical students in Saigon have been engaged 
in public health ministries in the slums and among refugees. In areas formerly under 
op ROS: the Provisional Revolutionary Government, fields have been replanted using 
rototillers provided by the Fund. 

In Laos, agricultural and resettlement plans in cooperation with beth the Vientiane 
government and the Neo Haksat are underway. Through consultations, forums, team and 


staff visits, the Fund has helped clear the atmosphere of wartime absolutes, and 
demonstrated the possibility of reconciliation. 
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US HUNGER FORCES NATIONAL 

COUNCIL TO EXAMINE THE SYSTEM 

Green Bay, Wisconsin (EPS) - North Americans have become concerned about domestic my 
hunger now that 19 million US citizens are using food stamps, compared with 350,000 


when the government programme started 10 years ago. 


According to 100 participants who attended a consultation sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches (USA), the government's Great Society, the War on Poverty and 
the Churches’ Crusade Against Poverty did not eradicate hunger or even analyze the 


problem correctly. 


"Qur society's assumption has been that a competitive pursuit of private gain will 
work to provide the best possible life for all. Our examination of hunger in the 
US convinces us that it has resulted in exploitation of the many for the sake of the 
few, and the Third World for the sake of the first world", said a statement drawn up 
by the consultation. Participants saw a basic contradiction between the capitalist 


system and biblical justice. 


"We are forced to confess our complicity - whether through ignorance, apathy, fear 


or deliberate venality - with a system which is basically unjust", they said. 


The consultation asked the NCC to initiate a new working group on hunger and poverty. 


The suggestion will go to the council's Division of Church and Society. 
EPS 


IRISH CHURCHMEN DEPLORE "SAVAGE VIOLENCE" 


Belfast (EPS) - Four Christian church leaders in Northern Ireland have expressed 

deep shock at the "increasing waves of savage violence" which they term "terrible 
offences against both God and man". While those who commit such acts may "masque- 
rade as protectors of their people", said the churchmen, "they are imposters. They 


must be resisted". 


Signing the statement were William Cardinal Conway, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Armagh; Dr. G. Temple Lundie, moderator of the Presbyterian Church; Dr. Hedley 
Plunkett, president of the Methodist Church; and Dr. George O. Simms, Anglican 


Archbishop of Armagh. 


They called on political leaders to persevere in their search "for a way forward 
together" and urged men and women of different confessions to stand by one another 


especially in their own localities. 
EPS 
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INDONESIAN COUNCIL SPURS 

MORE LOCAL ECUMENISM 

Sukabumi, Indonesia (EPS) - A call for greater cooperation among the churches in each 
geographical area was a feature of the recent meeting of the Central Committee of 

| the Council of Churches in Indonesia. Two speakers mentioned the need to develop a 
"theology of neighbourhood" to help churches that may be ecumenical in their national 


and international relations but locally may "walk alone without considering others”. 


A proposal to change the term "council" to "fellowship" was seen by several parti- 
cipants as a significant step towards greater unity. The report on unity will be 
presented in revised form to the eighth assembly of the council in Salatiga, Java 


in July 1976. 


Following a debate on international ecumenical relations, the Central Committee voted 
‘to hold a consultation next April on the exchange of church (rather than missionary) 
personnel. It will look for "more mature patterns of multilateral relationships" 


involving not only churches in Indonesia and the West but also ecumenical agencies. 


In addition to representatives of the 44 member churches and several regional councils, 
the council meeting was attended for the first time by six women and six young people 
serving as official delegates from the National Church Women's Assembly and the Church 


Youth Consultation. 
EPS 


AFRICAN COMMUNICATORS DEFINE THEIR ROLE 


Nairobi (EPS) - The African Branch of the World Association for Christian Communi- 
cation has commended leaders of African churches and agencies working toward the 


Africanisation of the Church on this continent. 


The Committee at its recent meeting said this was a most important step towards the 
liberation of the African peoples from centuries of spiritual, cultural and psycho- 


logical domination. 


"The struggle must continue to make the Church in Africa authentically African and 
at the same time faithfully Christian", the committee declared. It appealed to 


governments and churches to let Christian communicators exercise their "sacred duty 


of being the vanguard of truth and justice in Africa’. 


"We want to be free to develop among the African peoples that critical awareness 
which will enable them to discern truth from falsehood, justice from exploitation 

so that they may play a constructive role in the liberation, unification, development 
and humanisation of their nations". The WACC-Africa Region has headquarters in 


Kitwe, Zambia. 
EPS 


—— 
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BISHOP FRENZ'S REPORTED EXPULSION 

SHOCKS WORLD CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 

Geneva (EPS) - Protests continue to mount against the Chilean military junta's 
reported expulsion of Lutheran Bishop Helmut Frenz, co-chairman of the ecumenical 


Committee for Cooperation for Peace in Chile. 


Although the bishop has never received official notification, press reports on 
October 3 indicated the Chilean government had barred his re-entry and revoked his 
permanent residency permit. According to the press, he was charged with "anti— 
national activities...seriously compromising national security and order". The 
42-year-old German clergyman was travelling in Europe at the time following partici- 


pation in a Lutheran World Federation consultation in Geneva. 


Soon after the news reached here Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, issued a statement saying if the news were true, the WCC 
would consider it "an extremely serious and unjustified attack on a distinguished 
church leader, his church - which is a WCC member - and on ecumenical work in Chile 


on behalf of persons in that country whose human rights are violated". 


Dr. Carl H. Mau Jr., general secretary of the LWF, strenuously protested the reported 
expulsion, saying Bishop Frenz is known throughout the LWF for his courageous Christian 
witness and leadership to secure the human rights of all people. "He has taken a 

clear stand for reconciliation and justice", said Dr. Mau, "which can be the only 


basis for peace and tranquility in any nation". 


The bishop's work was recognized by the world community with last year's award of 
the Nansen Medal by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. The award mentioned 

aid rendered to several. thousand refugees who left Chile after the September 1973 
coup. In addition the committee has given material, legal and spiritual assistance 
to political prisoners and detainees, their families and persons who have lost their 


jobs, and has initiated dozens of small work-generating schemes for the unemployed. 


Willy Brandt, chairman of the Social Democratic Party in West Germany, assured Bishop 
Frenz that he would work to reverse the Chile government's decision. Others who 

sent telegrams of protest include: the National Council of Churches (USA), Canadian 
Council of Churches, Canadian Catholic Conference, Anglican, Lutheran and United 
churches of Canada, USA National Committee of LWF, Lutheran Church in America, 
American Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and the Latin American 


Office of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
(more) 
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The United Presbyterian Church's stated clerk, Dr. William P. Thompson, has asked 
the Chilean government through its ambassador in Washington to provide information 
on two Presbyterian pastors, the Rev. Juan Polanco and the Rev. Dennis O'Shee, who 
were arrested in Antofagasta, Chile on 29th September. Two days later Mr. Polanco's 
wife and three children were detained. Nothing has been heard of them since. Dr. 
Thompson's cable, a copy of which went to the US State Department, asked information 
on their whereabouts, physical condition and reasons for detention. Mr. Polanco is 
moderator of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Chile. Mr. O'Shee heads the 


Norte Grande area. 
EPS 
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PEOPLE'S DEVELOPMENT IS CONCERN 
OF RICH COUNTRIES, POTTER SAYS 


Zurich, Switzerland (EPS) - Development education is not just making people in the 
rich countries more generous towards the poor countries, but is concerned with the 


development of people in the rich countries themselves. 


This was the challenge Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World Council 


of Churches, posed to 60 development experts mainly from the Western world attending 


a six-day consultation near here. Co-sponsoring the conference were the Lutheran 
World Federation, the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development (CCPD) 
and the International Commission for Socio-Economic Cooperation and Development, a 


Roman Catholic coordinating agency. 


In his keynote address, Dr. Potter referred to Pope Paul's definition of the develop 
ment of all peoples and of the whole person. In this sense, development is needed 
by the rich countries, all of which have minorities suffering economic and social 
injustice, Dr. Potter stated. He mentioned migrant workers in Europe, non-white 


races in most Western countries, the underdeveloped countries in southern Europe. 


As Netherlands Development Minister Jan Pronk has said: "It is a question of con- 
ducting a policy which will result in social justice for both the inhabitants of 
one's own country and those of the less well-to-do countries of the Third World, 
a policy in which development cooperation represents an external extension of an 


internal political line and social process". 


Dr. Potter urged the educators to discuss how people in the rich countries can be | 
involved in the quest for social justice through self-reliance and people's partici- | 
pation. Then they will discover their solidarity with Third World peoples who are 


pursuing the same goals. 


Analyzing the current world situation Dr. Potter noted that "all the main concerns 
that disturb our different countries are global problems....they can only be underst¢ 
and tackled on a global scale". Yet the economic system which prevails in the world | 
today is incapable of coping with the challenges of our time, either nationally or | 
internationally, he said. "At the heart of that system is capitalism, whether prival 
state or mixed". Unfortunately the affluent countries are so wedded to the present 
system that "the ruling oligarchies are incapable of or unwilling to face change”. 

But the time is coming, he predicted, when the poorer countries - with the impetus 


from the oil states - will be able to bargain on more equitable terms. 


(more) 
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Any real dialogue between the rich Western countries and the Third World will have 


to break the old syndrome of dominating and dominated, based only on military- 
economic factors. It will have to include the totality of human problems. "Unless 
these full human dimensions are faced", said the WCC leader, "relations will break 


down into brutal confrontation or revolt". 
EPS 


WCC TAKES EMERGENCY ACTION 

TO BALANCE 1976 GENERAL BUDGET 

Geneva (EPS) - On the eve of the World Council of Churches Fifth Assembly (in Nairobi, 
November 23 - December 10, 1975) the Council's officers have ordered drastic and 
immediate cuts in the organisation's General Budget to help meet an anticipated 1976 


shortfall of Sfr. 2,600,000, it was announced on October 20. 


WCC General Secretary Dr. Philip A. Potter revealed the extraordinary measures in a 
special letter to the 271 member churches, in which he urged delegates to the Assembly 
to give special attention to the relation between programme policies to be decided in 


Nairobi and their financing. 


Full authorisation of the measures will have to come from the WCC Executive Committee, 
meeting immediately prior to the Assembly. Already approved are cuts in the budgets 
of the Departments of Communication and Faith and Order and the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. In addition, a freeze of staff salary increases 


brings total fully approved cuts to Sfr. 740,000. 


Pending Executive Committee action are recommendations for finding alternative ways 
of financing the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey by June 30, 1976, terminating contri- 
butions to the cost of the WCC's New York office, and reducing the number of immediate 


post-Assembly meetings. 


The total of the approved cuts in budgets and programmes together with recommended 
actions amounts to approximately Sfr. 1,500,000. The balance of Sfr. 2.6 million 


will come from reserves, real estate sales, and a special grant. 


The World Council's total financial transactions are spread over seven budgets. Six 
of these - in a reasonably healthy condition and not facing the same difficulties 
as the General Budget - cover the administration and programmes of Inter-Church Aid, 
World Mission, the office of Education, the Development Commission, the Christian 
Medical Commission and the Theological Education Fund. Their sources are primarily 


mission boards and service and other specialised agencies within the churches. 


(more) 
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The General Budget which is financed with basic support from the central treasuries 


was only Sfr. 5,600,000. Dependent on the General Budget are the General Secretariat, 
the New York office, major meetings, Faith and Order, Church and Society, Renewal, 
Laity, Bossey and various segments of other programmes and activities such as the 
Programme to Combat Racism, the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 


Communication, Finance and Central Services. 


The WCC's financial difficulties have been caused by the continuous world monetary 
crisis and the attendant decline in the value of most currencies in terms of Swiss 


Francs as well as the increased rate of int lation. 


Despite grave financial setbacks in their own operations, most member churches have 
increased their contributions since 1968; those in countries other than the United 
States and West Germany increased by two-thirds; member churches in the United 
States gave 16 per cent more and the Evangelical Church in Germany 155 per cent 
between 1968 and 1974, bringing contributions from the latter up to almost as much 
as from the US member churches. But, while US contributions increased 16 per cent 


in dollar amount, the Swiss Franc value dropped by 32 per cent because of the fallen 


exchange rate. 


Meanwhile, the Swiss inflation rate of 37.6 per cent meant that this much more was 


needed in 1974 than in 1968 to finance the same programme. 


Dr. Potter said the new measures will make it possible to go to the Assembly with the 
deficit for 1976 almost covered. Nevertheless, he thought that they are taken "“with- 
out crippling the basic structure and programme of the World Council, and without too 


markedly prejudging the decisions about programme priorities and finance by the Assembly 


and the ensuing Central Committee”. 


In his letter Dr. Potter declared the present situation "demands that we face once 

and for all the basic weaknesses in the financing of the World Council" which had 

been acknowledged at the Fourth Assembly (Uppsala 1968) and reiterated at each Central 
and Executive Committee meeting since then. He recognized that "financial stringen- 
cies are shared by the churches themselves", and said that "the question of the mutual 
commitment between member churches and their Council" may require a revision of the 


structure of financing the operations of the World Council and the development of 


means of increasing support. 
EPS 
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DR. POTTER APPEALS TO MRS. GANDHI Embargo: Friday, 24th October 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
has called on Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to release those detained for political 


dissent and to "restore the democratic rights of the people for political expression". 


In a letter to Mrs. Gandhi sent on 17th October, Dr. Potter appealed especially for 
the release of Mr. J.P. Narayan, a 73-year-old political opponent who is being held 
in solitary confinement despite failing health. But he also mentioned the "wide- 


spread distress" over the detention without trial of a very large number of other 


political prisoners. 


Dr. Potter was particularly critical of the powers assumed by the Executive under 
the amended Maintenance of Internal Security Act. No grounds need to be given for 
detaining any person and detainees lose all legal rights. This constitutes "a very 


serious abridgement of human rights", he said. 


While welcoming the economic reform which the present Indian regime is attempting 
to carry out, Dr. Potter said the participation of all the people in nation-building 
“requires freedom to disseminate information, exchange ideas and express opinions, 


including dissenting views. 


After calling for the release of political prisoners and freedom of expression, Dr. 
“Potter states: "We are confident such steps will contribute to maximising the parti- 
“cipation of the people, and will strengthen your attempts for the revitalization of 
Bric economy and for ensuring justice especially to the weaker sections of society". 


Letter to Churches 


Soon after Dr. Potter's letter went to Mrs. Gandhi, the Commission of the Churches 
‘on International Affairs (CCIA) wrote to Indian churches belonging to the World 
Council of Churches and the National Christian Council. Noting that one of its 

_ functions was facilitating the exchange of information about national situations 


ong churches, the CCIA asked the Indians to share their "valuable insights on the 


ew situation in India". 


The four-page CCIA letter asks questions pertaining to the state of emergency 


. | 
declared by the present government, the suspension of the democratic process, the 


“abridgement of human rights and the reported detention of some 20,000 political 


dissenters. 


5 (more) 
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A key paragraph says: "Can it be argued that parliamentary and democratic processes 
have been found inconvenient by ruling groups in India, who are now consolidating 
their position, making the existing system in the country more ‘efficient’? This 
increased efficiency of the present system, one can argue, may provide some immediate 
benefits especially to the middle classes, but is it not also likely to deflect 
attention from the basic task of bringing economic justice to the masses?" The Indian 


churches are asked to respond from their firsthand experience of the situation. 
EPS 


AUTHORITY ON HOPE IS AMONG 

GRADUATE SCHOOL LECTURERS 

Geneva (EPS) - Two prominent European theologians, one Protestant the other Roman 
Catholic, are scheduled to lecture at the 24th Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, 


which opened at Chateau de Bossey near here on 15th October. 


Dr. Juergen Moltmann, professor of systematic theology at the University of Tubingen, 
Germany, and Dr. Yves Congar, a leading Catholic theologian who this year occupies 

the ecumenical chair at the University of Geneva, are among those who will contribute 
to the ongoing discussion of "Experiencing God in Suffering and Hope". Prof. Moltmann's 


book on Theology of Hope has been translated into more than 10 languages. 


This year's Graduate School includes 48 students from 25 countries and 13 different 
denominations. One-sixth of the students are women. However, the group includes 
more Asians and Africans than ever before: 15 from Asia, 12 from Africa, 11 Europeans 


(East and West), 5 North Americans, 3 Brazilians, one each from Lebanon and Egypt. 


At opening exercises last week the new student body was greeted by the Vice-Rector of 


the University of Geneva, Dr. Ronald Chessex, and by Dr. Philip A. Potter on behalf 


of the World Council of Churches, which sponsors the school. 


Prof. Alain Blancey introduced the theme by noting that a person's longing for a 
relationship with God becomes more acute when he or she is faced with the experience 
of suffering and threats to survival. The search is not confined to Christians but 

is seen in eastern spirituality and in communal life-styles. Through lectures, Bible 
study and seminars the Bossey students will be asking what Christianity can contribute 
towards human liberation from oppression and suffering. Above all, what do the Cross 
and the Resurrection say about suffering and hope? Prof. John Mbiti officially 


opened the 24th session which continues until 28th February. 
EPS 
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ORTHODOX CENTRE ENLARGES, 
DEDICATES NEW QUARTERS 


Geneva (EPS) - Almost a thousand people, including a number of prominent church 
officials, attended ceremonies 19th October inaugurating the new headquarters of 


the Ecumenical Patriarch at Chambesy near here. 


High point of the day was the consecration of the new church at the Orthodox Centre 
by Metropolitan Chrysostom of Austria. He dedicated it to St. Paul, "the apostle 


‘who turned towards the West". 


‘Modern in style but reminiscent of "the fulness of Eastern architecture", the church 
‘will henceforth serve as the parish church for the Greek Orthodox community in Geneva. 


Services for French-speaking Orthodox will be held in the crypt. 


In addition to the church the building includes conference rooms, two libraries, a 
refectory that can serve as an assembly hall plus 20 single rooms and a few 
apartments. Enlargement of the old Orthodox Centre at a cost of SwF. 7.8 million was 
made possible by gifts from various individuals and churches, including the Protestant 
Church of Germany (EKD), the Roman Catholic bishops of West Germany and Switzerland 


and the Archbishop of Cologne. 


Officials of 14 Orthodox churches attended the ceremonies. Roman Catholic digni- 
taries were Jan Cardinal Willebrands of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, Joseph Hoeffner (Cologne) and Pierre Mamie and Jean Vonderach of Switzerland. 
Protestants included Bishop Hermann Kunst and Adolf Wischmann (EKD) and officials of 
the Geneva Church. 

Dr. Lukas Vischer, representing the World Council of Churches, emphasized the relation- 
ship of tasks undertaken by the WCC and the Orthodox Centre. "In the years to come we 
hope to render you some neighbourly services", he said. Without the contribution of 
the Orthodox Church in the ecumenical movement an essential element would be lacking 

in the efforts towards visible Christian unity, said Dr. Vischer. In addition he 
expressed the hope that after the WCC's Fifth Assembly the centre could be a "valuable 
instrument" for continuing and deepening attemps to link the Orthodox very closely to 
ecumenical research. 

Founded in 1966 by the late Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras and the Holy Synod of 
Constantinople, the Orthodox Centre of Chambesy, directed by Metropolitan Damaskinos 

of Tranapoulis, has become known as a place of dialogue between the various Orthodox 
churches, as well as a worship centre for two Greek Orthodox parishes. With the new 
Siildines it hopes to initiate some courses of advanced study thus becoming a "theo- 


logical nursery" with an ecumenical perspective training teams from all the Orthodox 
_ churches to lead inter-Orthodox and inter-confessional dialogues. Meanwhile it 


Blouses the organizing secretary for the Pan-Orthodox Council. 
Peo UN. we eee eee eee 
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EAST EUROPEANS PREPARE FOR NAIROBI 


Budapest (EPS) - Leading representatives of churches in socialist countries — including 
a number of delegates to the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches - met 

here 16th and 17th October at the invitation of Bishop Tibor Bartha, president of the 
Ecumenical Council in Hungary. They were preparing for the Fifth Assembly (Nairobi, 


23rd November to 10th December). 


Countries represented were: Bulgaria, German Democratic Republic, Yugoslavia, Poland, 
USSR, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. The WCC was represented by Dr. Konrad Raiser, 


deputy general secretary. 


To introduce the discussion, Bishop Bartha analysed the theological work done by the 
WCC since 1968, pointing out the growing emphasis put on context in doing theology. 

The churches in the socialist countries were linked, he said, by their common endeavour 
to deal theologically with their situation. A second address by Metropolitan Juvenaly 
of Tula and Belev on the theme "The Churches and World Problems" emphasized the duty 


to render Christian service for the benefit of the whole of humanity. 


Two members of the Hungarian Foreign Office, Janos Nagy and Robert Garai, representing 
the Foreign Minister, spoke about specific contemporary international issues and their 
talks provoked a lively debate. The participants also examined the six section dossiers 
published in preparation for the assembly. After a brief introduction each section 


topic was discussed at length. 


Believing that the churches in socialist countries should make their own contribution 
to the worldwide dialogue, the participants underlined the need for Christians to 
express their witness in deeds, particularly through a clear and unambiguous advocacy 
of peace and justice. They hoped the Nairobi Assembly would speak a clear word to 
Christian churches about their confession of Jesus Christ in the modern world and how 
it relates to the great questions facing mankind, especially the extension of peace- 
ful coexistence, efforts to achieve world disarmament and assistance to people in 


developing countries. 
EPS 


METHODIST SPECTACULAR MARKS 

1.W.Y. WITH "SIGNS OF HOPE" 

London (EPS) - A "joyful and sparkling celebration of what it means to be a woman 
today" filled the vast Royal Albert Hall with good cheer on 9th October. The spec 
tacular, sponsored by the Overseas Division of the Methodist Church in observance 
of International Women's Year, played to packed houses at each of two performances. 


(more) 
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Groups of women came from all over Britain, one even chartering a special train. 


Under the umbrella theme "Signs of Hope" the programme was divided into three sections 


reflecting three aspects of the now-familiar International Women's Year symbol. 


"Sign of Woman" employed gymnastics, dance, a fashion display and Som to answer the 
question "What is a woman today?" Then the talking started - a round-table on the 
status of woman's rights around the world moderated by Miss Pauline Webb, Vices 
chairman of the World Council of Churches Central Committee and the Methodists’ 
secretary for West Africa and the Caribbean. Participating were women from India, 


Ulster, South Africa and Britain. 


"Sign of Equality" highlighted the work of such organisations as the Anti-Apartheid 


Movement, National Children's Home, Help the Aged, Shelter and Christian Aid in which 


women take a most active part. The popular Salvation Army group Joy Webb and the 


Joyfolk kept the "promenade" from dragging. 


"Sign of Peace" featured Miss Gwen Konie, Zambian ambassador to Scandinavia, who read 
a personal message from President Kenneth Kaunda expressing regret at not being able 


to attend. 


Miss Konie labeled "too simplistic" the hope that in future a better and more egali- 
tarian society would be achieved by women taking the positions now held by men. 
" ..given the change, we are capable of creating equally disastrous situations as 


those that have been created by our male colleagues", she warned. 


Yet she hastened to affirm: "I personally am convinced that no stone should be left 
unturned in the struggle to break the peculiar chains of sexism that have made woman 
a prisoner for centuries. I am against any kind of bondage. Coming from a world 

which has suffered the degradation of colonialism, I cannot help but be extra sensi- 


tive to questions of freedom and the need to do away with any situations of oppression". 


Dr. Colin Morris, general secretary of the Overseas Division, noted the spectacular 
was the only national observance of IWY and said: "Tr Won tbe tne tinst. time the 
followers of John Wesley have saved Britain". After a ballet of peace the audience 


of 6,000 joined in singing "Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord. 
HES 


No. 31 -— 23rd October 1975 i 


APPEAL FROM FILIPINO CHRISTIANS 


On the third anniversary of the imposition of martial law in the Philippines (September 
21) Christian churches in 50 cities around the world joined hundreds of churches within 
the Philippines in holding commemorative services. They used an order of service pre- 

pared in the Philippines by a joint committee of Protestants and Roman Catholics 


including the following appeal: 
Our brothers in Christ: 


One year ago, the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines, taking note of the 
climate of fear that "martial law breeds by its own internal logic", appealed to 
President Marcos to take "bold steps...to gradually lift martial law", to restore 
"freedom of speech through mass media", and to grant "freedom to political detainees". 


Their appeal has not been heeded. 


Martial law is still enforced throughout the land. Mass media remain under control 
and news is managed and manipulated. Some 6,000 detainees still languish in military 
detention camps. As some are released, others take their place - arrested without 
warrants, held without trial, in many cases hidden in military "safe houses" where 
they are beaten or tortured physically or mentally. Electric shock, narco-analysis, 
high pitched sounds are some of the more sophisticated but nonetheless inhuman methods 
used, 


Meanwhile, long standing evils, the correction of which martial law professed to 
hasten, continue to afflict our people - often in aggravated form. 


High prices, low wages, unemployment, and the steady erosion of the value of our 
currency make a mockery of all claims of economic progress for the vast majority 

of our people. No doubt world conditions contributed to this deteriorating situation. 
But there is equally no doubt that much of it has been, and is being, caused by cor- 
ruption and extortion by both civilian and military authorities that continue unabated; 
by the failure to remove the causes of the Moslem conflict in the South; and by the 
Massive increase in expenditures of public funds for the military establishment, for 
the gathering of intelligence allegedly for national security, for luxurious travel 

and for unproductive , costly and wasteful projects. 


Martial law has failed to produce any changes in the unjust structures of our society 

and economy. Income distribution persists highly unequal and inequitable. The gap 

betweenrich and poor remains as wide as before martial law - if it has not widened. 
Worse, martial law restricts and discourages our people from taking peaceful con- 

- certed action to improve their condition. 


While prices have soared, and wages remain low, laborers are not allowed to strike; 
and the rightSto job security, to decent working conditions, and to form free labour 
unions are respected only in theory, not in fact. Squatters still lack decent homes 
and the right to own their own land remains an unfulfilled promise. Land reform has 
benefitted only a few; the majority of tenant farmers and most agricultural workers 
continue to lead a hand-to-mouth existence under landlord-tenant and hacendero-worker 
relations that are oppressive, unjust and inhuman. 


(more) 
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The climate of fear and surveillance against which the Catholic Bishops Conference 
spoke out, not only continues to invade our schools and universities but has crept 
into our factories and offices, our fields and our streets, even into our homes 
and gatherings of friends and relatives. 


The failure of the appeal of the Bishops Conference to the President has convinced 

us that, so long as the people remain silent, no appeal by religious leaders will 

be heard. We address this appeal, therefore, not primarily as Bishops or as religiou 
leaders, but as brother Christians and Filipinos, to all of you, our brothers in 
Christ and our brothers in humanity, to make your voice heard so that martial law 

may be lifted immediately, true freedom restored, and basic human rights respected 
for all - Christians, Moslems, and minority tribesmen; men and women and children - 
but particularly for the poor, the hungry and the oppressed: political detainees, 
industrial and agricultural laborers, tenant-farmers, fishermen and settlers, 
squatters and scavengers, and the vast numbers who seek employment but find none. 


Each of us should do what he can do best: some writing, some speaking, some teaching 
some organizing, others participating in peaceful group action. And all of us must 
pray together and act and work together so that we may secure the lifting of martial 
law, the release of political prisoners, and the restoration of freedom; and, there- 
after, armed with faith in God and confident of his guidance and his blessing, we 
may move forward together, in love and in freedom, to erase the injustices that sin 
has erected into the structures of our society, and move ever closer to the Kingdom 
of Justice, Truth, Freedom and Peace on earth that is the fruit of the sacrifice of 
Our Redeemer. 

EPS 
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HUMANITARIAN AID TO ANGOLA 

CAN STILL BE DISTRIBUTED 

Geneva (EPS) - The rapid distribution of humanitarian aid to all three sectors of 
Angola is going forward thanks to the creation, on October 10, of a coordinating 
committee for non-governmental aid (CAONGA). This was the news brought back by Mr. 
Edmond Racloz and Mr. Harry Y. Henry who went to Angola on behalf of the Commission 


on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches. 


The purpose of their three-week mission, which began October 2, was to consult with 
the churches and all segments of the Angolan people on the most urgent humanitarian 
needs and to see how international assistance could be sent on to the various parts 


of Angola. 


Reporting to WCC officials, the team stressed the urgency of the situation and the 
suffering of the civilian population. At the moment Angola needs medicines, pow- 
dered milk and other protein-rich foods to counteract malnutrition, blankets, clothin 
and seeds. In addition the shortage of doctors and dispensaries is inflicting grea 


hardship on the people. 


Food is being raised in the countryside but remains unsold due to a lack of petrol 
to take it to market. Due to the fact that last year's crop was never sold, the 


late rains and absence of seeds, the food situation could deteriorate rapidly. 


"If by the end of November the fields have not been planted, Angola could experience 
a very serious food shortage in 1976", one of the team members said. CICARWS has 
thus undertaken to ship before November 11 over 10,000 blankets, 12 tons of milk 
powder, some antibiotics and other medicines plus 450 kilos of insecticides to dis-~ © 
infect provincial hospitals. These supplies when they reach Luanda will be dispatche 


by Red Cross plane to the CAONGA centres in the three regions. 


CAONGA unites most of the Angolan churches, the Roman Catholic relief agency CARITAS, 
the Swedish Free Church Aid, the Red Cross and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
whose representative in Luanda guarantees the shipments are being forwarded to the 


different areas. 


The three Angolan liberation movements,which are represented on CAONGA, have agreed 


to grant safe conduct to this international aid permitting the Red Cross plane to 
land in their zones. The organisations belonging to CAONGA and principally the 
churches guarantee the distribution of the aid locally. "This humanitarian assis- 


tance is meant solely for the civilian population", said Mr. Henry adding that CAONGA 


(more) 
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has promised to stop all distribution to civilians if any one of the liberation 


movements tries to appropriate any aid "even if it is only a litre of petrol", 


. Important movements of the population (Portuguese leaving the country, hundreds of 
thousands of Angolans returning from exile and thousands fleeing from one part of 

the country to another as the fighting continues) place a heavy burden on an economy 
sorely handicapped by the departure of skilled workers, the lack of communication 
facilities and petrol. Some $6 million will be needed during the next five months 

to keep alive some 300,000 displaced persons, according to estimates of the World 


Council's two-member team. 
EPS 


TIMOR SITUATION ELICITS AID, 

CALL FOR NEGOTIATIONS 

Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has sent $50,000 to the Indonesian 
Council of Churches to assist some of the 40,000 residents of Portuguese East Timor 


who have fled into adjoining Indonesian Timor. 


The WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) was 
channeling funds paid or pledged by church aid agencies in Switzerland, Australia, 
Great Britain, the Netherlands and West Germany. Das Diakonischeswerk of West 


Germany has sent 100 tents for use by the refugees. 


Meanwhile a report has been received from the Rev. John E. Mavor , secretary for World 
Christian Action of the tae hii isto Council of Churches (ACC), who visited East Timor 
October 16-26 with a team from the Australian Council for Overseas Aid. Reporting 
that "Indonesian military and naval involvement in undoubted", Mr. Mavor said ACC was 
asking the Australian Government to use full diplomatic efforts to encourage Indonesia 
to desist from active support of the military activists. On October 23 ACC General 
Secretary Frank Engel cabled Indonesia's ambassador in Canberra urging the Indonesian 


Government to promote a negotiated settlement. 


(Civil war broke out in mid-August between the Revolutionary Front for Independence 


of East Timor - Fretilin - and two other political groups.) 


Mr. Mavor reported Fretilin to be in control of all but a small area near the border. 
It claims popular support throughout East Timor. He termed the organisation "a 


; : : , ere 
nationalist movement seeking independence and not a communist organisation . 


(more) 
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In view of the fear that widespread food shortages would develop during the monsoon 
season due to start in three weeks, the ACC, Australian Catholic Relief and Community 
Aid Abroad will provide 100 tons of food and medicines to East Timor immediately and 


also appeal for international aid. 
EPS 


COMMON EASTER MAY BE PROPOSED 

TO WCC MEMBERS AT NAIROBI 

Geneva (EPS) - The majority of churches belonging to the World Council of Churches 
agree that Easter should be on the same date each year - the Sunday following the 
second Saturday in April. An enquiry made by the WCC's Faith and Order Secretariat 
has shown that, although a few churches hesitated to commit themselves or even 
objected to the suggestion, a clear majority favoured the common date. Some of the 
Orthodox churches said the matter must be dealt with by a pan-Orthodox synod; pending 


its decision they were not prepared to move from a mobile to a fixed date. 


The suggestion of a fixed date for Easter came up in the early days of the ecumenical 
movement and received fresh impetus during the Second Vatican Council when the Roman 


Catholic Church said it would accept a fixed date if all churches agreed. 


Through enquiries to its member churches and consultations the World Council has 
sought to find a solution. These efforts led to the proposal that the WCC's Fifth 
Assembly in Nairobi next month should recommend to all member churches that they 
adopt the Sunday following the second Saturday in April as the date for celebrating 
the feast of the Resurrection. The practice might begin in 1977 when, even according 


to the old way of calculating the observance, this would be the date. 


In principle the Roman Catholic Church is prepared to accept the proposal. But it 
is still an open question whether, given the hesitations of some Orthodox churches, 


the proposal will actually come up at Nairobi. 


At present the date of Easter is derived from lunar movements. It falls on the 
Sunday following the first full moon after the equinox. Since Eastern Orthodox 
churches use a calendar different from the Occident, they arrive at a different date. 
Usually Orthodox churches celebrate Easter later than western churches. From the 
early centuries there has been strong pressure for all Christians to commemorate 
Christ's resurrection on the same date. The Council of Nicea in 325 even dealt with 
the matter. Thus the latest recommendation would be very much in the spirit of that 


council, 
EPS 
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SWEDISH DEVELOPMENT WEEK 
PROPOSES NEW LIFE STYLE 


Stockholm (EPS) - A manifesto now circulating among Christian churches and groups 
throughout Sweden calls for a change in the Swedish economic order. Those signing 
the manifesto pledge to seek "a new personal life style and a new way of life for 


humankind, which can provide all people with a future". 


The statement is part of the preparation for the third Swedish Ecumenical Development 
Week (November 9 - 16) sponsored by the Ecumenical Council and the Swedish Mission 
Council. Those who agree with it are asked to send copies to the Swedish Government 


and the Parliament. 


"In our part of the world", says the manifesto, "there is a trend towards the multi- 
plication of the production and consumption of many commodities...commodities that 
become too expensive for those who need them...commodities that do not even enrich our 


own lives". 


At the same time certain limits to development are becoming obvious. Mentioned are 
pollution and environmental destruction, shortages of energy and fertilizers, and 


limited supplies of other essential commodities. 


"We let the developing countries become onlookers as the rich countries at the top of 


the ladder scramble for these limited resources", the statement notes. 
The manifesto proposes five theses: 


- it is both immoral and mentally unhealthy to waste while others are suffering; 

- we urge that limits be set with regard to luxury commodities and resources in short 
supply; 

- we reject the use of fish caught by people in poor countries to feed rich people's 
animals; 

- it is unacceptable for billions to be spent on arms while people die of starvation; 

- we do not want increased production merely for the sake of economic growth. Com- 


modities have value only if they meet essential human needs. 


Solidarity with humankind requires a change in the Swedish economic order, the 
manifesto says. "Let us jointly bear the burden of what that implies", it says, 

"so that it does not fall on the less fortunate in our country. Let us together 
change the present trend and search for alternatives". 

Mr. Julio de Santa Ana, studies coordinator of the WCC's Commission on the Churches' 


Participation in Development, will participate in Ecumenical Development Week. This 


year's theme is "Hope for a New World". 
EPS 
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US NATIONAL COUNCIL EXAMINES 

NUCLEAR POWER, WORLD HUNGER 

New York (EPS) - Policy statements on world hunger, nuclear power as a source of 
energy, and evangelism received major attention from the Governing Board of the 
National Council of Churches (USA). At its semi-annual meeting here in mid-October 


the board also elected new officers for the next three years. 


The new president, Dr. William P. Thompson, termed a renewed quest for unity "of 
first importance". He said it was time to invite non-member churches to become 
full members as evidence of their unity in the Spirit. ‘The council should be seen 
as integral and essential to the mission of each church...so that a deeper unity 


will evolve", he stated. 


While representatives of the council's 31 Protestant and Orthodox member churches 
seemed to express more cohesion than in recent years, reflecting their common Christian 
heritage, there was no lack of "prophetic" witness on social issues. Some 12 specific 
resolutions were passed commenting on a wide spectrum of concerns. These ranged from 
an appeal to US President Ford to intervene on behalf of the Rev. Georgi Vins and 
Vladimir Osipov imprisoned in the USSR to requesting the President to meet with the 
Oglala Indians about increasing violence on native American reservations. Other 
resolutions focussed on Namibia, Lebanon, Chile and Panama. The UN was asked to 

launch a world campaign to eliminate torture, and an NCC committee was proposed to 


examine relations to the UN. 


The policy statement on nuclear power was given a "first reading" and will come up 
again in March for final action. If passed, it would align the National Council 
with scientists who claim that future reliance on plutonium in nuclear power pro- 
duction spells "disaster" for the earth. The massive use of plutonium as nuclear 
fuel was labeled "morally indefensible and technically objectionable". As an 
artificial by-product of nuclear power plants run with uranium, plutonium remains 


for thousands of years dangerous to life, according to the statement. 


Dr. Margaret Mead, the well-known anthropologist, in presenting the statement said 
there was still time to block the development of a "plutonium economy" which, once 


it became established, would be irreversible. 


The approved policy statement on "Human Hunger and the World Food Crisis" saw 
"sinful human behaviour" as the chief reason why 40% of the earth's people went 
hungry in 1974 when enough food was produced worldwide to meet minimal nutrition 
levels. Economic colonialism, fostered by unregulated transnational corporations 


(more) 


ieee Ge 


amy % 


a 


No. 32 - 30th October 1975 7 


and with the cooperation of military regimes and wealthy elites in some developing 
countries, resists the structural chages required for liberation and justice, it 
was noted. The statement challenged all religious groups to take the lead in 


changing systems that have allowed hunger to grow. 


Following a section on theological bases for hope, the statement listed several 
goals for action by Christians. These included the simplification of American life- 
style, distributive systems that assure every human being access to food as a matter 
of right, and the transformation of institutions that now perpetuate privileges for 
some at the expense of the many into new environments conducive to justice, libera- 


tion, self-development and a decrease in population growth. 


The churches were asked to consider whether arable land they owned could be used for 
food production, and whether some church assets and income now spent on buildings 


should be reallocated. 


The evangelism statement, which also got a first reading, said that while evangelism 
"depends on the Holy Spirit to be the real evangelist", it needs denominational and 


ecumenical emphasis, support and resources. 


The General Board also agreed to co-sponsor meetings with the US Conference of the 


World Council of Churches to explain the actions of the Fifth WCC Assembly. 
EPS 


IMPLEMENTING HELSINKI DEMANDS 

COURAGE, CEC CONFERENCE TOLD 

Berlin, German Democratic Republic (EPS) - The Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe produced a vast programme the implementation of which will require a great 
deal of courage and confidence. This was the view of Bishop Albrecht Schonherr, 
president of the Federation of Protestant Churches in the GDR, who preached at the 
worship service in Immanuel Church here October 27. It marked the opening of a 


consultation arranged by the Conference of European Churches (CEC). 


Some 60 delegates from 16 European churches and Canada are participating in the week- 
long consultation which moved to Buckow near Berlin. Its aim is to assess the im- 
plications of the Helsinki Declaration for the European churches, particularly the 


third section on cooperation in humanitarian and other fields. 


In the same service Bishop Werner Krusche of Magdebourg underlined that it was CEC 
who as early as 1967 recommended the holding of a European conference involving heads 
of state. Referring to the specific duties of churches and Christians with regard 
to peace in Europe, as well as justice and cooperation, he added: "The churches will 
not be satisfied with the minimum; without demanding the maximum, they will search 
for the optimum". 

Pes 
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DEVELOPMENT EDUCATORS CONVENE 


Zurich (EPS) - About 85 people from Europe, North America, Australia and New Zealand 
attended the first international meeting of church agency staff responsible for 
planning and carrying out development education programmes. They came to share 
information and materials, to clarify their task, to evaluate past experience in 


order to increase their effectiveness, and to make proposals to churches and agencies. 


The consultation had been organised by David Millwood on behalf of the Commission on 
the Churches' Participation in Development (CCPD) and J¢érgen Lissner on behalf of 

the Studies Department of the Lutheran World Federation. Also sponsoring the event 

was the International Cooperation for Socio-Economic Development (CIDSE), coordinating 


body for Roman Catholic agencies. 


Every effort was made to allow participants maximum freedom to choose the issues 

they would discuss and the form of the discussion. However, the aim of a non- 
directive but structured meeting proved hard to achieve, according to Mr.Millwood. 
One participant confessed: "We lacked the courage to break away from the old methods 


- we were still trying to play a new game with old rules”. 


Participants received the results of a survey on church development education plus 
several background papers. They also heard speeches by Dr. Philip A. Potter, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches (EPS No.31); Hans Dall, coordinator of 
FAO's Action for Development; and Mildred Nevile, general secretary of the Catholic 
Institute for International Relations. Most of the work took place in small groups. 


Some made reports and proposals which were received by the plenary but not voted on. 


One paper containing proposals addressed to the WCC's Fifth Assembly proved very 
controversial, whereas the issue of selling bottled baby food to Third World countries 
set forth in a new film titled "Bottle Babies" evoked almost unanimous support for 


wide dissemination of information about it. 


Another controversial element was the limitation of participants to those from rich 
countries. Some people would have preferred to include Third World people and/or 
members of marginalized groups or oppressed minorities in their own countries. The 
organisers explained their choice by saying that today more and more people believe 


the rich are an important part of the development problem. 


CCPD plans follow-up workshops in North America, Europe and Australasia to share 
such concerns as questions of personal and institutional lifestyle and implications 
of the proposed new international economic order. Papers are available on request. 


EPS 
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CONSULTATION CONSIDERS UNIVERSAL CHRISTIAN 


~ RESPONSIBILITY REGARDING MIDDLE EAST 


PO OG. 


Geneva (EPS) - Church officials, theologians and laity met near here October 24-28 
under World Council of Churches auspices to struggle with the many dimensions of 


WCC member churches' attitudes to the situation in the Middle East. 


Purpose of the consultation, attended by 40 Christians with a wide variety of 
experience from all six continents, was to clarify issues relating to increasing 


worldwide Christian concern for peace and justice in the Middle East. 


wcc General Secretary Philip A. Potter acknowledged in his opening speech that the 
ecumenical movement's involvement in the area has been "unique and painful". Never- 
theless, he urged wider Christian acceptance of a joint responsibility towards 


finding a solution "because the Middle East is not just a European or Western problem". 


The consultation dealt with the political situation, the status of Jerusalem and 
the continuation of dialogue between Christians, Jews and Muslims. The members 
considered.the specific areas in which further discussions involving Christians 
may lead to deeper understanding among the parties concerned and contribute to 


reconciliation and peace, 


While the consultation was not charged with preparing a statement, a list of 


specific concerns for consideration in wider World Council discussions was agreed 


upon and submitted to Dr. Potter. Together with other working papers on the Middle 


East from individual member churches and the World Council's Consultation on the 
Church and Jewish People, this list of concerns will be available for further study 


by the appropriate committees at the forthcoming Fifth WCC Assembly in Nairobi. 
EPS 


POTTER APPEALS FOR RIESI 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, has appealed to Italy's Minister of Public Works to reconsider the decision 
to run a highway through the Centre for Christian Service in Riesi, Sicily. For 10 
years the centre, directed by the Rev. Tulio Vinay, has brought new life to hitherto 
forgotten people. It served as a model for similar efforts in other parts of the 
world, Dr. Potter said. Noting that the proposed road would seriously damage the 
centre and destroy large numbers of grapevines recently planted by the people of the 
region, Dr. Potter asked the Minister to reopen the whole matter and see whether 
some other solution might be found. He stressed that hundreds of churches, youth 
movements and individuals have contributed material and financial aid to the work 
of the school, the agricultural centre and the service to emigrants. In addition 
dozens of people in the Netherlands, Great Britain, Switzerland and West Germany 
have made Riesi's work known all over Europe. 

EPS 


FF Pp S Ecumenical 
Press Service 


#§: ‘“‘OIKOUMENE” GENEVA - TEL. 333400 TELEX 23423 OIK CH - 150 ROUTE DE FERNEY, 1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND |! 


No. 33/42nd Year 13 November 1975 


Contents: 


Taiwan church urges more international ContactS....seeeeseeceeeeeers 2 
Canadian Anglicans give green light to WOME S OrOMAtLOMs. feces seye 
Baby foods under attack. ... 01... eccse esse ere es ccc catsssersccecrcccss 4 
WCC appeals to UN Assembly to rescind resolution on Zionism......... 5 
Incorporation signed in Holland of WCC-sponsored development society 6 
eae cuntivealUpiblethatled@as fe"first OI nO. 
CEC informs church opinion on implications of Helsinki.........+++-- 8 
Potter urges immediate end of Angola conflict on independence eve... 9 
West German Baptists call for release of Pastor SUT TS cess oars cas iaral a 66) suena) 
Reconstruction of North Vietnam churches. ..reeeeseseecerecereesecees 10 
British churches missed challenge of decade, Methodist Critic Bayse. Ls 
Sao Paulo ecumenical service honours newsman found GONG ts cass scl acres 


NOTE TO EDITORS: During the Fifth WCC Assembly 


(23rd November to 10th December) Ecumenical 
Press Service will appear every three or four 
days for a total of five special issues. The 
opening days will be covered in a news release 


sent to all subscribers. 


ee eee a ee 


Iblished under auspices: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young Women’s 
istian Association - World Student Christian Federation. 


fe airn of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
vements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


2 No. 33 - 13th November 1975 


TAIWAN CHURCH URGES MORE 

INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 

Taipeh, Taiwan (EPS) - A two-pronged appeal to the government and the Church was 
issued recently by the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. It follows a "Statement on 
the National Fate" made in 1972 (EPS, February 1972) which attracted wide attention 


at home and abroad. 


Noting the nation's isolation internationally and the effects of the world economic 
crisis, the new statement says the Church cannot be concerned only with self- 


preservation and individual salvation. 


"To save the nation in this time of crisis we must join together...to promote 
justice, liberty and peace so the Church may be worthy to be called a servant of 


Christ for these times", said the appeal. 


The section addressed to government mentions several specific problems. Freedom 
of religious faith, guaranteed by the constitution, should permit each person to 


use his own language to worship God, it contends. 


After considerable negotiation, the old romanized Bible, confiscated by the govern- 
ment, has now been returned, according to the Presbyterian statement. However, 
the new translation should also be returned and permission given to continue pub- 


lishing the Bible in any language. 


To overcome Taiwan's isolation the government has encouraged the development of 


cultural and economic exchanges. In this connection the appeal states: 


"Our government ought to permit the Church freedom to attend the World Council of 
Churches and other such international church organisations. Just because a minori- 
ty does not have the same opinion about world church organisations, we cannot aban- 


don the opportunity to participate in them." 


Other problems laid at the government's door include the need for a direct rela- 
tionship between Church and State and an honest sharing of views about the nation's 


future and the reformation of society. 


A plea that differences of provincial background and party membership not be per- 
mitted "to ruin our unity" was also voiced. Finally there is a strong plea that 
government focus attention on "social corruption, poverty, avarice, public peace 
and order and pollution" and adopt effective measures to safeguard the people's 
security and welfare. 


(more) 
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The appeal to the church contains a ringing call for independence. "From now on 
we should put forth greater effort to change from being a receiving church to be- 
come a 'giving church'", it says. "Our church must move on from a time of depen- 
dence on the mission boards and enter the period of independence and mutuality... 
sharing the burden of responsibility with the world church. Our church should 


promote exchange of work with every part of the world church." 


A final section calls attention to "the world's problems of hunger, population 
and human rights which still urgently call for a solution". The Church should 
become "the servant of justice and truth" entering the actual life of modern so- 


ciety and by means of service change the conditions of society. 


"Tn these times the Church cannot sit by and watch the world sink into ruin", the 
appeal says. "Besides participating in the spreading of the gospel to lead men 
to repent and believe in the Lord, the Church must express concern for the whole 


nation, society and the whole of mankind." 
EPS 


CANADIAN ANGLICANS GIVE GREEN 

LIGHT TO WOMEN'S ORDINATION 

Winnipeg, Canada (EPS) - The Anglican bishops of Canada have voted 31 to 3 to per- 
mit the ordination of women after November 1, 1976. The bishops’ action ratifies 


a decision by the General Synod of the Church last June. 


Opponents of women's ordination have predicted that the 28 Canadian dioceses, 


with more than a million members, will lose up to 30% of their communicants over 


the issue. 


The new Canadian policy provides that implementation could be delayed by an "over- 
whelmingly negative" response by Anglican churches abroad, but no reaction of that 
magnitude is expected. The Canadian primate, the Most Rev. Edward Scott, noted 

that Anglican churches in New Zealand, Jamaica and England have approved the prin- 
ciple and three women were ordained in Hong Kong four years ago. However, the or- 


dination of 15 women in the United States is still in dispute. 


In the Genral Synod voting last June, women's ordination had the approval of 75% 


of the Canadian bishops, 71% of the clergy and 98% of the laity. 


Meanwhile in India the Theological Commission of the Church of South India has 
unanimously recommended the ordination of women to the CSI Synod. The synod will 
meet from 13th to 17th January. The theological commission's statement is also 


being shared with the Church of North India and circulated for study. 
EPS 
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BABY FOODS UNDER ATTACK 


Geneva (EPS) - The aggressive sales practices used by makers of processed baby foods 
to sell their products in Third World countries have been under attack for some time. 
This week the practices of Nestlé of Switzerland and other manufacturers came under 


special criticism at a press conference here. 


The Third World Action Group in Bern held the press conference as a preview of the 
defence it will give when its members go on trial in Bern later this month (26th 
and 27th November) charged with defaming Nestlé. The case arises out of a trans- 
lation by the Swiss group of a British publication "The Baby Killer’. The Swiss 


version was retitled "Nestlé Kills Babies". 


Miss Nita Barrow, R.N., associate director of the Christian Medical Commission, who 
presided over the press conference, said: "Every mother wants to do the best for 
her child. So mothers in poor countries have been easy prey to high-pressure pro- 


motion of baby foods. The result can often be disastrous for babies." 


Miss Barrow went on to explain that breast feeding, even if the mother is malnour- 
ished, will in most cases provide the child with adequate nourishment for the first 
four to six months of life. Bottle feeding, because manufactured infant food is ex- 
pensive and requires hygienic facilities for its preparation, will probably provide 


the child with overdiluted, contaminated formula in bacteria-laden bottles. 


Miss Barrow, a West Indian, recalled a study made by a pediatric nutritionist, D.B. 
Jelliffe, which showed that in one Caribbean country it would cost $73 to feed an 
infant on processed foods for six months. Yet average earnings for about 402 of 
the people were only $11 a week or less. Infant formula where used was "stretched" 
or overdiluted by parents to make it last longer. And the possibility of producing 
an uncontaminated feed, for a variety of reasons, was almost nil. In these circum- 
stances the infant was subject to repeated infections such as diarrhea and could 
not utilize even the nutrients it received. 

Today, Miss Barrow said, the UN's Protein Advisory Group and other international 
health agencies including WHO are urging a return to breast feeding. At the same 
time, experiments are being made in many countries with supplements using high- 


protein local foods. These can be used in the weaning process and accustom the 
infant to foods he or she will be eating all his/her life. 


Featured on the press conference were Mike Muller, London journalist and author of 
"The Baby Killer", and two defendants in the case, Rudolf H. Strahm and Christoph 
Kurth of the Third World Action Group Bern. 


Nestlé charges that the Swiss action group's pamphlet is defamatory due to its title, 
its accusation in the foreward that Nestlé sales practices are responsible for the 
death or permanent damage to thousands of children and that sales girls are dressed 


as nurses to give scientific camouflage... 
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WCC APPEALS TO UN ASSEMBLY TO 

RESCIND RESOLUTION ON ZIONISM 

Geneva, 11th November (EPS) - The World Council of Churches today appealed to 
the United Nations General Assembly to "reconsider and rescind" its endorse- 
ment of the UN Third Committee resolution branding Zionism as "a form of racism 


and racial discrimination". 


In a public statement, Dr. Philip A. Potter, the World Council's general secre- 
tary, declared the organization's “unequivocal opposition to the equation of 


Zionism with racism". 


Dr. Potter said the majority decision taken by the UN General Assembly is a 
matter of deep concern for the World Council of Churches. Declaring that in 
terms of the 1967 UNESCO definition of racism "there is no evidence that Zionism 
is overtly racist", Dr. Potter said "Zionism has historically been a movement 
concerned with the liberation of the Jewish people from oppression, including 


racial oppression". 


He recalled that the UNESCO study in 1967 had defined racism as "anti-social be- 
liefs and acts which are based on the fallacy that discriminatory inter-group re- 
lations are justifiable on biological grounds....Racism falsely claims that there 
is a scientific basis for arranging groups hierarchically in terms of psychological 
and cultural characteristics that are immutable and innate. In this way it 

seeks to make existing differences appear inviolable as a means of permanently 


maintaining current relations between groups." 


The World Council leader said, "Zionism is a complex historical process, ex- 
pressing many different aspirations of the Jewish people over the years, and 
is subject to many understandings and interpretations. None of these can pro- 


perly be used to condemn Zionism as racism." 


Those voting in favor of the resolution, Dr. Potter said, may have sought to 
express their objection to some concrete Israeli policies or "what they con- 


sider unwillingness on the part of Israel to comply with UN resolutions on the 


Middle East". 


Dr. Potter said the resolution will have the "seriously damaging effect of 
exacerbating the already explosive situation in the Middle East" because it 
diverts attention from the "overriding task of resolving the conflict in the 


Middle East" by peaceful negotiation. 


(more) 
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Urging the UN General Assembly to reconsider and rescind the resolution, Dr. 
Potter appealed "to all the parties involved in the Middle East conflict and 
to the UN to concentrate on implementing all the pertinent UN resolutions on 
the Middle East and to find urgently ways to enable the Palestinian people 

to achieve their legitimate rights to nationhood and statehood while recog- 
nizing the right of the State of Israel to exist peacefully within interna- 


tionally agreed boundaries". 


Dr. Potter warned that anything which diverts attention from these issues will 


increase the acute risk of new and broader armed conflicts in the Middle East. 
EPS 


_ INCORPORATION SIGNED IN HOLLAND OF 
_WCC-SPONSORED DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY 


Rotterdam (EPS) - Articles of Incorporation were signed here November 4 for the 


_ Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society - a new World Council of Churches ven- 


ture to combat poverty through low-interest loans in underdeveloped countries. 


WCC General Secretary Dr. Philip A. Potter signed as the chief executive of the 


cn) 


World Council. He expressed hope that the new international financial institution 
would be what its founders hoped it would become "a liberating force from the bond- 
age of absolute poverty which will enable people to participate in the shaping of 
their own destiny". He saw this modest effort as a sign of hope for those who 


were eager to develop themselves in self-reliance towards social justice. 


Signing for the Netherlands National Council of Churches were its President, Prof. 
Berkhof, and General Secretary, Dr. Fiolet. So far pledges towards the initial $5 
million funding amount to $1.5 million. An equal amount is being processed by a 
number of churches and church councils. The balance of $2 million remains to be 
raised. It was also announced that an interim Board of Directors of 11 persons was 
appointed and that Cyril J. Bennett of the Methodist Church, Overseas Division, 
London, will act as a full-time director to coordinate fund-raising, and develop 


detailed operational plans until June 30, 1976. 


The society's headquarters will be located from November 15 in the building of the 
National Council of Churches of the Netherlands in Amersfoort. So far membership 


applications have come from 60 churches and church-related organizations from many 


parts of the world. 


Projects to be financed will be linked to the life of the poor: agriculture, 


housing, small and medium manufacturing enterprises. 
EPS 
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NEW ECUMENICAL BIBLE 

HAILED AS A "FIRST" 

Geneva (EPS) - The first truly ecumenical translation of the Bible into French 

has now been published, climaxing 10 years of work by 100 Protestant, Roman Catho- 
lic and Orthodox exegetes and translators. Copies of the Old Testament were pre- 
sented to Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft and Dr. Philip A. Potter, honorary president 
and general secretary of the World Council of Churches respectively, at a spe- 


cial service of thanksgiving in the Ecumenical Centre on 12th November. 


"Tt is an extraordinary thing", said Dr. Potter, "that Catholics, Protestants 
and Orthodox can agree on a translation of the Scriptures including in addition 


explanatory notes on doctrine that are fully ecumenical." 


The New Testament section was completed in 1972 and published jointly by Editions 
du Cerf (Catholic) and Editions les Bergers et les Mages (Protestant) and the 


United Bible Societies. 


The project of a common translation of the Bible originated in 1964. Those in 
charge steadfastly maintained that the text must be literal and understandable, 
using contemporary language but remaining faithful to the original. The relent- 
less verification to which the de cea translations have been subjected 


brought to light new elements of common richness. 


Father Francoise Refoulé, a Dominican, remarked recently to some of the workers 
on the Ecumenical translation: "This work is without equal: it is the only one 
in the world which is the work of such an important team including nearly all 


' Above all it is the only one con- 


existing exegetes in the French language.' 
taining historical, exegetical and theological notes. Some have viewed this as 
evidence that Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox are inthe process of "un- 


learning" their differences. _ 


Those working on the exegesis have come to know each other- better in the course 
of their joint labors and in living and praying together have discovered that 


"the walls of separation are not as high as the sky". 


Some 30,000 copies of the new Ecumenical Bible have already been ordered by Franco- 
phone Christians. The New Testament exists in two versions: the complete one with 
all footnotes and another one with full text and minimal footnotes prepared by the 


Bible societies. 


An official ceremony presenting the Bible to the French churches is scheduled for 


Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris on 16th November., 
EPS 
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CEC INFORMS CHURCH OPINION 

ON IMPLICATIONS OF HELSINKI 

Buckow, German Democratic Republic (EPS) - Christians should be encouraged to 
work openly and with a realistic view of their own possibilities to apply the 
principles of Helsinki in each life situation. This was a major recommendation 
of a consultation held here 27th to 3lst October sponsored by the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC). 


The participants also called on CEC and its member churches to advocate general 


and controlled disarmament and to support all efforts to reduce arms budgets. 


Some 70 representatives of Orthodox and Protestant churches in 14 European coun- 
tries, Canada and the USA discussed "The Conference on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe and the Churches". They considered four major topics: the moral and 
spiritual components of a new European order, the churches’ commitment to peace, 
the contribution of churches and Christians to detente, and cooperation on econom- 


ic, scientific, technical and cultural matters, as well as human relations. 


Working group recommendations, included in a final communique,. insisted on the 
practical implementation of the principles of Helsinki, the churches’ responsi- 
bility to educate for peace both as an integral part of their teaching and in 

the preparation of youth, adults and parents for Christian service. CEC was asked 
to call a meeting to assess how adequate scientific-technological societies are 

to the needs of people. The churches were urged to see that resources saved 
through disarmament were placed at: the disposal of developing countries, within 


the framework of international agreements. 


The interests of Europe must not be furthered at the expense of the developing 
countries, said the conference. It advocated the creation of more just relation- 
ships on the basis of the new international economic order now being discussed 


in the UN. 


According to the Rev. André Appel, president of CEC, this consultation helped pub- 
lic opinion and the churches in the socialist countries to become more knowledge- 


able about the results of the Helsinki Security Conference. 


At its Fifth Assembly in 1967 CEC had suggested calling a conference of represen- 
tatives of all European states to discuss the critical questions of peace and in- 
ternational understanding in Europe. The consultation at Buckow near Berlin was 

the first called by an international church organization to discuss the Final Act 


of Helsinki. 
EPS 
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POTTER URGES IMMEDIATE END OF ANGOLA | 
CONFLICT ON INDEPENDENCE EVE 


Geneva, 10 November (EPS) - On the eve of Angolan independence which falls to- 
morrow (November 11), Dr. Philip A. Potter, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, called for an end to the strife in that country and ex- 
pressed solidarity with the Angolan people and churches in their aspirations 


for a peaceful and united nation. 
Dr. Potter's full statement follows: 


"1. The Angolan people have been looking forward to November 11, 1975, as the 
end of 493 years of Portuguese colonial rule and as the day which would herald 
an era of independence and unity for the whole country. What was to have been 
a day of joy and celebration for all is now likely to become one of disappoint- 
ment and disillusionment. Instead of unity and peace, the country is divided 
and plunged into civil war. 


2. The origins of this situation go far back in the history of Angola. But 
more recently they are to be found in the very struggle of the Angolan people 
against Portuguese colonialism. The three liberation movements - MPLA, FLNA 

and UNITA - have come into being in the last twenty years. Their very existence 
reflects differing regional, social and ideological patterns which are to be 
found elsewhere in Africa and in today's pluralistic world. Unfortunately, this 
complex situation has not been handled responsibly by the liberation movements 
and has been exploited by outside powers which support particular movements in 
order to further their own political and economic interests. 


3. The World Council of Churches, in addition to ministering to the many Angolan 
refugees, has had contacts with all the three liberation movements and assisted 
them to meet their social, medical and educational needs. We had hoped that, 
with the change of the Portuguese régime in April, 1974, and the installation 

in Angola in January, 1975, of the coalition transitional government, the coun- 
try would be led to independence in an orderly way. It is a tragedy that the 
transitional coalition government was not even given a chance to function, be- 
cause of conflicts among the liberation movements. The World Council of Churches 
has expressed its concern about the serious consequences of this conflict which 
has already resulted in the killing of thousands of largely civilian people. 


4. The World Council of Churches recently sent a team of two persons to express 
to the churches and people of Angola the solidarity of the world Christian com- 
munity and to assess the needs of the people. The team visited the areas con- 
trolled by the three liberation movements and at present a programme of humani- 
tarian relief to all parts of Angola is underway. However, further attempts of 
the World Council and of the All Africa Conference of Churches to send a team 
of mediation to the areas controlled by the three movements have so far been 
unsuccessful. 


5. On the eve of independence, we express our solidarity with the Angolan peo- 
ple and the churches in their aspirations for a nation united in seeking to 
build a just and peaceful society. 


We appeal to the political leaders of Angola to bring an immediate end to the 


(more) 
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armed conflict; urge them to discern and correct their mistakes, and to mobi- 
lise their energies to serve their people in realising their aspirations. 


—— 


We further call upon all churches and Christians to challenge those foreign 
powers which are exacerbating this explosive situation by supplying arms to 
the different factions, to cease doing so and instead to contribute to the 
resolving of the present conflict through existing international channels, 
especially the Organisation for African Unity and the United Nations." 


EPS 


WEST GERMAN BAPTISTS CALL 

FOR RELEASE OF PASTOR VINS 

Bonn (EPS) - Baptists in the Federal German Republic have demonstrated in front 

of the Russian Embassy for more than two weeks pleading for the release from pris- 
on of the Rev. Georgi Vins and a colleague formerly employed in the Baptist pub- 
lishing house. Mr. Vins, leader of a group that withdrew in 1965 from the All 


Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, was sentenced last January to 


eee eee “ 


five years in prison and another five in exile. The printing house was closed 


and the equipment confiscated. 


In a letter signed by 450 people of Soviet origin, the Baptists told the Bonn 


| 
. 
’ 
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| 
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embassy they could not remain silent about these violations of the law by Soviet 
authorities. The letter gives detailed examples of instances where Soviet of- 
ficials obstructed the free exercise of religion. Also mentioned were handicaps 


that young Christians suffer in public life because of their faith. 
EPS 


RECONSTRUCTION OF NORTH VIETNAM CHURCHES 


Hanoi (EPS) - Protestant churches in North Vietnam have begun reconstruction of 11 
church structures damaged during the war. This news was contained in a letter 
thanking the German aid agency "Dasd Diakonische Werk" of Stuttgart for financing 


three electronic organs destined for churches near Hanoi. 


"We are grateful for these instruments which encourage our parishoners to become 
conscious of their spiritual and social task as Christians", wrote the Protestant 


churches which have some 10,000 members and 26 pastors. 


The cost of materials needed in reconstruction will be borne by the North Vietnam 
Government. The West German action group "Churches Support Churches" has an- 


nounced that in 1976 it will provide some SwF 200,000 to aid the churches in 


Indochina. 
EPS 
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BRITISH CHURCHES MISSED CHALLENGE 

OF DECADE, METHODIST CRITIC SAYS 

London (EPS) - The case for withdrawing all outside investments in South Africa, 
particularly those of British companies and British churches, has been tellingly 
put by a young Methodist minister David Haslam in a new booklet "Go, Sell". He 
takes a different point of view from the report of the British Council of Churches 


known as the "Sansbury Report". 


Mr. Haslam subtitles his booklet: "An investigaiton into the failure of the Brit- 
ish churches to meet the challenge of investment in apartheid". It is based on 


firsthand experience in trying unsuccessfully to get his own denomination and 


others to follow the lead of the World Council of Churches and sell all holdings 
in mining and manufacturing companies that serve to reinforce South Africa's 


apartheid social and economic structure. 


Reviewing the involvement of British firms in South Africa, as revealed in 1973 
by the Anti-Apartheid Movement and the Guardian, Mr. Haslam says 25 of the 100 
leading industrial companies in South Africa are partially owned by British cor- 
porations and 12 are direct subsidiaries. The reason they are there is because 
they get a high return on their investment due to the cheap, non-unionised, 
highly-controlled workforce. Because they profit they have no intention of 


changing the apartheid system. 


Discussion on investment in the churches sparked by the WCC Central Committee 
withdrawal action in 1972 failed to produce change in British Church policy, says 


Mr. Haslam, 


"There is no real feeling of commitment in the world of church finance to the 
demands of the Christian Gospel", he writes. '"'The plea that the clergy must have 
pay and pensions is not sufficient. Should the clergy really be paid at the ex- 
pense of oppression, injustice and poverty in southern Africa? Should churches 
truly be kept open by the sweat of miners who will not see their families for 11 


months?" 


Turning to the British Council of Churches he reports on a 1974 proposal that the 
churches finance an ecumenical unit on investment. It was to centralize research 
and information on South Africa. Haslam blames the Anglicans for sabotaging this 
proposal. But elements within the BCC were not keen about the proposal and when 


the suggested £10,000 budget was not forthcoming, the idea was dropped. 


This shows, Haslam says, "how the British Church failed to meet the challenge of 


the major social issue of this decade". 


(more) 
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Considering what would happen if foreign investment was withdrawn, Haslam apparent-— 
ly agrees with Prof. Hans Linnemann cf the Free University of Amsterdam that 
eventually South Africa would have to stop producing high-technology products for 
export and focus on production for the domestic market. This in turn would mean 


higher wages, better opportunities and increased economic power for blacks. 


But Haslam is not too hopeful Christian churches in Britain and the rest of Europe 
will work for a real redistribution of power in southern Africa for his concluding 


paragraph says: 


"Ig the church now so much a part of the profit-dominated capitalist system that 
it has lost its grounding in the cross of Christ? If this is so, and sadly there 
seems little current evidence to doubt it, the time may have come when radical 
Christians should turn their back on the Church and give their energy to the de- 
struction of capitalism as the system which appears to have totally undermined the 


integrity of Christianity in the Western Church." 
EPS 


SAO PAULO ECUMENICAL SERVICE 

HONOURS NEWSMAN FOUND DEAD 

Sao Paulo (EPS) - An ecumenical memorial service was held October 31 in the Cathe- 
dral of Sé for Vladimir Herzog, internationally known journalist and television 
personality who died in an army prison cell a few hours after voluntarily submit- 
ting to questioning about leftist activities. Brazilian army authorities claimed 


he had hanged himself. 


Although announcement of the service was banned from newspapers and radio, more 
than 8,000 people paid homage to the dead Jewish journalist in the huge cathedral 
in what was seen as a silent protest against increasing repression under the mili- 


tary regime of Brazil. 


The ceremony was conducted jointly by Cardinal D. Paulo Evaristo Arns, O.M.I., 
Archbishop of Sao Paulo, Rabbis Henry I. Sobel and Marcelo Ritner, and the Rev. 
James N. Wright, United Presbyterian Church representative for Brazil. Partici- 
pating were the Herzog family, the Union of Professional Journalists of Sao Paulo, 
the Methodist Church, the Pentecostal Church of Brazil, the Evangelical Pentecostal 
Church, Brazil for Christ and others. Dom Helder Camara, Archbishop of Recife 


and Olinda, was in the congregation. 


The day of the ecumenical service Sao Paulo bishops released a statement condemning 
arbitrary arrests and the renewed use of torture. The Union of Journalists asked 
that a street be named after the late news director of the Sao Paulo educational 


television station. 
ETDea 
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ASSEMBLY HEARS KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
ON JESUS AS LIBERATOR, UNIFIER 


Nairobi (EPS) - "We should be encouraged rather than discouraged by the diversity 
of answers to the question 'Who is this Jesus?'", said Dr. Robert McAfee Brown, a 
professor of theology from California, in the major theological address of the 
Fifth Assembly ef the World Council of Churches here. 


Dr. Brown was speaking on the theme, "Who is this Jesus Christ who frees and unites?" 
He based his address on the question Jesus asked of his disciples in Matthew 16: 

"Who do people say that the Son of Man is?", and continued, "Clearly this Jesus can- 
not be confined by any formula, theological or otherwise. He breaks out of all the 
little boxes in which we try and imprison him." 


Dr. Brown went on to say that Christians have an obligation to listen before they 
proclaim, to know what is being said by the Jew, the Hindu, the Marxist, the human- 
ist, and to believe that "we can learn from them, rather than assuming that they 
must learn exclusively from us". 


But Jesus Christ also addresses us, asking: "Who do you say that I am?" In answer- 
ing this question we are forced to examine who we are. 


Illustrating from his own experience, the noted Presbyterian (Reformed) theologian 
described himself as "white", "male", "a member of the relatively affluent class", 
and "a citizen of the USA", symbolizing (though not personally embodying) the op- 
pressions of racism, sexism, classism and imperialism. He then drew attention 
most graphically to one other form of imperialism, that of language. Symbolically 
he switched to Spanish so that non-Spanish speakers would have a chance to see what 
it is like for Latin Americans at most ecumenical gatherings. 


Each day at Nairobi participants will be confronting Jesus’ question and meeting 
others striving to answer it. Dr. Brown invited his hearers to listen particularly 
to those answers that initially threaten them most. 


"If your present answer focuses on Jesus the personal Saviour", he said, "then be 
willing to confront Jesus the Liberator whose social message threatens all the hu- 
man securities you take for granted. If Jesus the Revolutionary is the one who now 
gives you hope, then hear also the Jesus who reminds you that evil is embodied not 
only in the oppressive social structures but also in every human heart." 


Speaking of Jesus the Liberator, Dr. Brown said he frees us "from the false securi- 
ties by which we try to make our lives secure" and "for the possibility of seeing 
the world through eyes other than our own". 


"For our time", he said, "to see the world through eyes other than our own has simp- 
ly got to mean seeing it through the eyes of the poor and disposessed." Noting that 
the cry of the hungry is overwhelming, the cry of the politically and economically 
exploited is overwhelming, he said: "For this time and this place, the claim of 
Jesus to bring freedom, and the cry of oppressed peoples for freedom converge and 
cannot be separated." 


Quoting the Latin American theologian Gustavo Gutierrez, Dr. Brown urged reaching 
out to the non-person - the one the world ignores, uses, crushes and then discards, 
whose cry not only for food but for meaning in life is simply not heard. 


(more) 
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Jesus frees us to struggle with and on behalf of those "others" who are poor and 
disposessed. 


"I can be freed to struggle for a world in which my own standard of living will 
have to be significantly lowered, as we work for a more equitable distribution of 
the world's resources through a restructuring of our political and economic sys- 
tems." 


He drew applause with the statement that he as a US citizen could be freed to strug- 
gle for a world "in which napalm is no longer an instrument of diplomatic pressure”. 


But Jesus also divides, Dr. Brown said. Commitment to him divides Christians from 
the majority of the human family who make no such commitment including Jews, Hindus, 
Buddhists, Marxists and humanists. In addition to sociological divisions, Jesus' 
sermon at Nazareth pointed another type of division. "The good news he brings to 
one group is (initially at least) bad news to another group. If Jesus’ liberating 
message is good news to the poor, it means that the rich stand to lose something. 

If slaves are freed, slave owners feel threatened." 


Noting that the Latin American liberation theologians use the story of the Exodus 
as a framework for proclaiming liberation today, Dr. Brown continued: tt “Lees 
good news to South Americans that God promises to free them from the modern Pha- 
raohs, it can only be bad news to North Americans to discover that according to 
the Exodus scenario many of us are serving in Pharaoh's court and that Pharaoh is 
finally doomed." 


Later in the question period Dr. Brown agreed that the situation of division was a 
provisional one and should not be overemphasized. But he was concerned, he said, 
"that we do not move so quickly to Jesus as Unifier that we ignore our divisions”. 


Turning to Jesus as Unifier, Dr. Brown outlined the task ahead. "We have to demon- 
strate that we have been sufficiently liberated to go beyond our divisions and be- 
gin to embody the unity to which Jesus the Unifier calls us." There is only one 
way to do that, he said, and that involves confession and repentance before God 

and to one another. 


"This will involve reaching out our hands to one another at risk, officially and 
unofficially, individually and corporately, hoping to be heard and accepted, but 
willing if necessary to endure rebuff patiently, believing that sooner or later 
the healing power of the risen Christ will be able to reach out across the awe- 
some divisions by which we are presently scarred. 


"By making such steps toward one another we could begin to incarnate a little more 
fully the unity we so easily talk about", he said. 


A new affirmation for Nairobi 1975 might be the following: "We intend to struggle 
together" - not only with one another assembled here but also on behalf of all 
God's children not here assembled, especially the non-persons, the "very least" 

of the sisters and brothers of Jesus Christ. At the suggestion of a questioner, 


Brown amended this statement to "struggle together in love". 
EPS 
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WCC LEADER EMPHASIZES NEED | 
OF NEW COVENANT WITH CHURCHES 


Nairobi (EPS) - The general secretary of the World Council of Churches told its 
Fifth Assembly here that the meeting would be "'a total failure if we have not ad- 
vanced to a new covenant relationship between the member churches at all levels of 
their life and the World Council at all levels of its activities." 


In his report to the Assembly Dr. Philip A. Potter challenged the delegates to stop 
talking about the credibility of the ecumenical movement being dependent on the ac~ 
tive engagement of the churches "and do something about it". 


"The time has come", he said, "to work out ways in which there can be a genuine 
chain of partnership in obedience between the people of God in each place and in 
all.places.”’ 


Dr. Potter, a native of the West Indies who has headed the Council since 1972, as- 
serted that the WCC "has been deeply sensitive to the challenges posed by the 
shattering events in the world" in the period between Assemblies. 


"The most striking fact of our time", he said, is that all the major issues ~ poli- 
tical, economic, social, racial or sex - are global in character and inter-related. 
"They demand global solutions", he said. 


Specifically mentioned were "the proliferation of more lethal weapons of war, in- 
creasing world population, undernourishment and hunger, famine, pollution of the 
human environment, the limits of natural resources, the gap between rich and poor, 
and between developed and underdeveloped countries, the energy crisis, all these 
and more are threats to the survival of humanity, and they are inter-related," the 
church leader declared. 


Over the past seven years, according to Dr. Potter, the World Gouncil has tried “to 
face these issues and mobilize world Christian forces to meet them. This, he 
stressed, "has not been a diversion from work for unity but an expression of what 
biblical faith is all about". 


"Tti.is onthe basis of this biblical faith that the churches...are called to recog- 
nize their inescapable responsibility for humanity", he said, 


Two paradoxes were noted by Dr. Potter: 1) While the inter-related character of 
world issues was becoming clearer, there was a simultaneous growth in national and 
regional consciousness; 2) the determination of people to make their own decisions 
and shape their own future while at the same time power is being concentrated in 
fewer and fewer hands. 


Warning that these trends had "clear implications" for the churches and the World 
Council, he posed these questions: 


"How can the churches, which are effectively a minority in our strident world, and 
how can a body like the World Council of Churches, with our severely limited re- 
sources and capacities, be obedient to God's call today in a way befitting those 
who confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures? 


"What kind of World Council and what kind of churches are envisaged as we face the 
challenges of the coming decade? 


(more) 
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"What are the indispensable tasks which God imposes on his people today as they 
seek to fulfil together their common calling?" 


Proposed changes in the Constitution, he told the Assembly, are designed to make 
clear the function of the WCC - to call the churches to the goal of "visible unity" 
and promote "one human family in justice and peace". 


One function of this Assembly, according to Dr. Potter, is to re-define the unity 
of the Church in the highly complex situation in which churches find themselves 

in relation to each other and to society. The goal of such unity, according to 

the Salamanca consultation, is "a conciliar fellowship of local churches which are 
themselves truly united....each church aims at maintaining sustained and sustain- 
ing relationships with her sister churches, expressed in conciliar gatherings when- 
ever required for the fulfilment of their common calling". 


The World Council exists to assist the churches to move into the fulness of con- 
ciliar fellowship - that unity of a fully committed, charismatic fellowship of all 
churches in each place and in all places. The Assembly must help the Council see 
how it can be the instrument of God to further this goal, he stated. 


Reporting on the progress of relations between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council and its member churches, he said it has been varied in different 
places and at different times. 


"Nevertheless, there can be no doubt about the reality of the fellowship which 
now exists between them", he said. ''The challenge posed to us in the World Coun- 
‘cil and to the Roman Catholic Church is that we shall dare to allow ourselves to 
‘be led to more effective common witness through the renewing power of the Holy 
Spirit.” 


Concluding, the WCC executive voiced the hope and prayer that "at this Assembly 

‘we shall be guided and empowered by the Holy Spirit to receive afresh that free- 
dom in Christ which will bind us closer together and send us forth to be messen- 
gers in word and deed of the freedom and unity which Christ gives and wills to 


give to the whole human family". 
EPS 


PROPOSALS MADE TO ALLEVIATE 
WCC'S FINANCIAL CRISIS 


Nairobi (EPS) - Five proposals for increasing the income of the World Council of 
Churches were presented to the Fifth Assembly on November 26 by the Finance Com- 


mittee. 


Chief among them was an “ecumenical Sunday" on which ecumenical information could 
be provided to local congregations and an offering could be taken for the WCC. 
Acknowledging that for some churches this idea might not be practicable, the Fi- 
Mance Committee still insisted: "For many it could be almost the only way by which 
they could increase support." 


A second suggestion was the setting of a minimal level of financial support re- 
quired of each of the member churches - 271 at the moment but due to be increased 
by 15 if all applications for membership are approved by Assembly's end. Some 23 
churches have never paid anything to the general budget, the Finance Committee 
noted. 

(more) 
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Reluctant to set a minimal contribution, the committee suggested that a church 
with 50 to 400 pastors might be asked to give a pastor's salary for one year. 
Larger churches would obviously have to find another standard of measurement. 


Other proposals, which now go to the Fifth Assembly's Finance Committee and ulti- 
mately return to the entire Assembly for decision, include: encouraging contribu- 
tions to specific programme items; consultation to see how churches in socialist 
countries of Eastern Europe can transfer contributions to Geneva in light of govern- 
ment restrictions, and soliciting personal contributions from vast numbers of indi- 
vidual Christians. 


The finance report was delivered by Dr. Ernest Payne of Great Britain, a president 
of the World Council, in the absence of the committee chairman, the Earl of March. 
It was given on the fourth day of the 19-day Assembly so that delegates would have 
a full picture of the Council's critical financial situation as they considered 
what programmes to propose for the next seven-year period. 


International monetary and exchange problems have greatly complicated the WCC's 
financial situation particularly in the last four years. Since 1968, contribu- 
tions of the USA churches have increased by 16% in dollar value but their value 
in Swiss francs declined by 32% due to the exchange rate. German church contri- 
butions increased 155% and those of other churches 67%. But these increases were 
eaten up, the report said, by inflation and exchange rates. An increase of 37.6% 
was needed in 1974 to finance the same work as in 1968. 


Reviewing the position for 1975, Dr. Payne said the deficit of Frs. 965,000 fore- 
seen on the general budget could perhaps be met from special reserves. And the 
budget for the Assembly appeared to be assured, he said. 


The projected budget for 1976, however, presents a problem. Total expenditure on 
present activities is estimated at Frs. 8,200,000 but income now foreseen is only 
Frs. 5,600,000. Some of the deficit could be covered by special resources, in- 
cluding the sale of property adjoining the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva and an anti- 
cipated foundation grant. 


But there would still be a deficit of about Frs. 1,500,000. '"'And there are no 
present indications that any significant increase in income can be expected", 
the committee said. 


The WCC officers, meeting in September, therefore decided to cut Frs. 300,000 from 
the Communications Department, leave unfilled vacancies in the Faith and Order Sec- 
retariat and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (New York sec- 
retary), and not to give automatic salary increases to the Geneva staff. 


At the same time it proposed two additional cuts which will have to be discussed 
at the Assembly. These involve removing the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey and 
the New York Office of the WCC from the general budget in mid-1976. In both cases 
the hope was expressed by the WCC Executive Committee when it met immediately prior 
to this Assembly that both institutions would find alternative means of finance. 


In addition to proposing new ways of raising money, the Finance Committee's report 
discussed the need for improved budgetary procedures. The Council began life in 
1948 with only two budgets (general and inter-church aid) but now has seven sepa- 
rate budgets for various types of programmes (mission, development, education, 
theological education, Christian Medical Commission). While some of these are in 
difficulty, their problems are not of the same magnitude as that of the general 


(more) 
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budget. The latter covers not only the general secretariat and major meetings but 


also communication, Faith and Order, Church and Society, renewal, laity, Ecumeni- 
cal Institute and New York Office and portions of several other budgets. 


The committee asked whether a "clearer method of budgeting" could be devised to go 
into operation the beginning of 1977. Many of the churches want a single WCC bud- 
get. Others want their church contribution to be shared by the total WCC. Some 

method is needed whereby a section of the budget that was fully or over-subscribed 


would contribute at least part of its "surplus" to other sections. While designated 
contributions would still be possible, such items should be charged a percentage for 
the support of the whole. It was also suggested that the total budget be under the 


overall policy control of the Central Committee. 


"There is considerable evidence that many, if not all of those giving designated 


support would willingly accept such a clearly defined arrangement", the report stated. 


In summary the committee said none of its suggestions would bring an immediate solu- 


tion to the financial crisis. It expressed the hope, however, that "over a period 
of time some changed procedures might not only bring in increased support but also 
involve the churches much more effectively in their renewed covenant together in 
the work and witness of the World Council of Churches." 


Dr. Payne read a cable from Lord March assuring the Assembly that he was in agree- 
ment with the financial report. The WCC president also paid tribute to Mr. Frank 
Northam, who has been financial director since 1947, for his "remarkable record of 
able, faithful and conscientious service". 


PHOTO OILKOUMENE 


Drama and drumming, kimonos and saris, striped robes and dark sulus, jeans and 
business suits, hymns and chants, prayer and praise, movies and speeches, reports 
and the Eucharist - that was the scene in the opening days of the Fifth Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches in Nairobi. 


Delegates and visitors, advisers and observers, were brought face to face on the 
first day with the challenge of Africa, through drama (1). Well-known U.S. theo- 
logian Robert McAfee Brown (2) was the keynote speaker. Women make up 20% of the 
delegates and one of the retiring WCC presidents is Dr. Kiyoko Takeda Cho (3) 
shown with the Archbishop of Canterbury Donald Coggan. The United Bible Socie- 
ties dramatized the story of the prodigal son (4), relating it to the Assembly 
theme, "Jesus Christ frees and unites". An early morning eucharistic celebration 
(5) by the Oriental Orthodox was one of many acts of worship. One of those wel- 
coming Assembly participants was Canon Burgess Carr (6), general secretary of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches. Conversation and confrontation (7) go on in 
100 work groups. (8) Russian Orthodox delegation arrives at Kenyatta Conference 
Centre. 


Led by a white-robed choir from the African Israel Church of Kenya (9) partici-— 
pants entered the conference hall for the opening celebration begun outdoors. 
WCC General Secretary Philip Potter (10) opened the Assembly with prayer; right 
is Metropolitan Paulos Gregorios of the Syrian Orthodox Church. Blind Tanzanian 
drummer Morris Nyunyusa (11) beat African rhythms to begin and end the celebra- 
tion. Also taking part was a young Masai woman, who carried the Holy Bible, and 
Anglican Archbishop Festus Olang of Kenya (12). In the conference hall (13) Ken- 
yan Christians joined participants from around the world to celebrate their com- 
mon faith. 

EPS 
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‘Photos are available from the Film and Visual Arts Department of the World Council of Churches, POB 66, 1211 
Geneva at the cost of Sw. Fr. 12.00 or the equivalent in your currency. 
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JAMAICAN PRIME MINISTER 
ADDRESSES WORLD COUNCIL 


Nairobi (EPS) - Churches have a "clear duty to make common cause with the Third 
World" in a search for a new economic order, the Prime Minister of Jamaica told 
the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches here November 29. The second 
head of state to deliver a major address to a WCC Assembly, the Hon. Michael N. 
Manley spoke on ''From Shackles of Domination and Oppression". 


"The current struggle for a new international economic order is a critical part of 
the total process of liberation and must command the support of all who seek to 
modify current international economic relations", said Mr. Manley. 


"The challenge before the church today is to...fight in a united and coordinated 
fashion to eliminate the symptoms and causes of domination and oppression wherever 
they occur, both nationally and internationally - to fight racism, imperialism, 
and colonialism to advance the cause of poor developing countries and help in the 
achievement of a New International Economic Order", he said. 


"At no point in history has an economic system reflected the process of domination 
in political, social, psychological and, ultimately, even in philosophical terms, 
more completely than under capitalism", the Prime Minister told the Assembly. 


"Within the capitalist system, we have watched the struggle of the workers to 
establish the minimum conditions of human survival through the trade union move- 
ment. We have watched sections of mankind so brutalized by the total process as 
to accept charity with gratitude rather than question how the need for charity 
arose in the first place. 


"Under the capitalist system, we have witnessed the development of the notion that 
man exists to serve private property and that law exists to preserve and entrench 
that morally inverted relationship. In the name of capitalism, all of the most 
dangerous instincts of man have been elevated to the status of behavioural laws. 
The quality of competitive aggression is held to be both necessary and good. 


"Capitalism by its emphasis on the rights of private property and by the primacy 
which it attaches to individual ownership, divides society into permanent catego- 
ries of master and servant, propertied and propertyless, in the economic sphere. 


"Tf capitalism was the engine that lifted man to new levels of economic and tech- 
nological progress, it was equally the burial ground of his moral integrity." 


In the 20th century political democracy has sought to "relieve the moral squalor 
of the capitalist system", he said. Yet it seems only to put the stamp of demo- 
cratic legitimacy upon an economic system that is both elitist and morally defi- 
cient. It has often failed totally to provide for the people that continuing ac- 
cess to power and decision-making that is the inner heart and purpose of the demo- 
cratic process: 


Mr. Manley made a strong plea for "true people's democracy", which he defined as 
"the reality of a government of the people, by the people and for the people and 
all of the time". Acknowledging it was extremely difficult to institutionalize, 
he still termed it a supreme objective which must be pursued relentlessly in order 
to liberate mankind. 

(more) 
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"Liberation can only be secured in political terms", he said, "where the people 
have access to decision-making at the community level, as well as the regional and 
national levels. ...it will only be secured where administrative control at the 
centre is neither exclusive nor irresponsible and bureaucratic but is accessible 
locally where the effect of these administrative decisions is felt". 


Turning to societies that have developed total state ownership and control in reac~ 
tion to the capitalist model, he said: "While undoubtedly satisfying certain egali- 
tarian tests...these new models often involve a new form of oppression to maintain 
what is in reality state capitalism." 


In the economic realm he advocated public participation and democracy as the two 
fundamental criteria by which processes of collective liberation must be guided 
and assessed. "We should insist that in our economic enterprise there must be 
only workers and no masters. We must organise our production so that there are 
no bosses over workers." 


During the question period he was asked whether this was "practicable". And he 
responded: "In Jamaica we have begun to cooperatize many industries. Worker co- 
operatives, in the sugar industry for example, are owned and controlled and managed 
by the workers themselves. Authority is still needed"; he said, "but it is demo- 
cratic authority based on the consent of those who are managed." 


"Tt is not only equality of opportunity that must be the goal of liberation", he 
stated. "We must seek further to adapt the pattern of objective rewards within 
society to appropriate collective scales of social and economic priorities," For 
example, Mr. Manley advocated that the higher salary of a factory manager as com~ 
pared with a shop-floor worker should be decided by consensus among the workforce 
rather than be determined by "an elitist minority such as the board of directors 
of a traditional firm". 


In the psychological realm, he saw three imperatives: self-expression, freedom 
of choice and justice. 


"The process of liberation can never cease until the political, economic and social 
dispositions of collective life are such as to institutionalize a system of jus- 
tice", he stated. 


On the international scene, the new International Economic Order seeks to introduce 
the notion of justice into international economic relations. "It seeks to replace 
the present free market forces with a system of international political management", 
he said. Specifically it seeks to ensure that the exports of developing countries 
will fetch just and realistic prices, and these prices must be related to the ever- 
increasing cost of imports from metropolitan countries. 


"Such an arrangement would create, for the first time in Third World experience, 
the conditions that would enable us to reduce the vast differences in the current 
living standards of rich and poor nations", he said. 


At the same time he sounded a clear call to the Third World to be "absolutely clear 
about its own moral foundations, purposes and goals. ...the Third World must first 
set its own house in order by tackling all the internal inequalities and injustices 


among its members", he stated. 
(more) 
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Churches' Role 


Prime Minister Manley, a Methodist layman, devoted the last part of his address 
to the role of the churches. Christian witness must always be concerned with per- 


dew salvation, he said, but "salvation without works is a mockery of God's holy 
word. 


W = 

avenge the churches must first be concerned with Christian witnes...they also 
ave an historic mission which is to assist in the definition, validation and ar- 

ticulation of just political, economic and social objectives. 


" 
The churches must be prepared to take their stand against fascism, against racism, 

against oppression, against undue materialism in human affairs, against elitism 

. . . ° e e 2 
against empe kaa ee and neo-colonialism...against all those forces that militate 
against man’s need for self-expression and freedom in a context of equality, securi- 

e e e WwW 

ty and social justice. 


Observing that women form the largest category of victims of oppression "in all 

; “ : —s 
human experience , Prime Minister Manley voiced "bewilderment at the continuing 
exclusion of women from God's ministry in so many churches of the Christian world". 


The World Council of Churches was asked to set up a committee which would find prac- 
tical ways to assist "in the process of liberation throughout the world". It should 
operate on local as well as international levels. 


Saying that he spoke for millions of lay men and women, he called on the Council 
to give leadership and inspiration "in the struggle to replace the contemporary 
regime of inequality and oppression within and between nations by a new interna- 
tional and national order founded on justice". 

EPS 


MESSAGE FROM POPE PAUL TO FIFTH ASSEMBLY 


Rome (EPS) - The ecumenical importance of the celebration by the World Council of 
Churches of its Fifth Assembly at Nairobi moves us to address you with words of 
friendship, encouragement and Christian greetings. 


Because your desire for unity and reconciliation coincides with our own, we have 
been happy to appoint 16 Catholic observers who are with you on this occasion. 
And to give further evidence of the confidence which it awakens in us we are ask- 
ing our brother Cardinal John Willebrands to tell you at greater length of our 
interest in the Assembly and of our warm good wishes for its successful outcome. 


We hope that the Assembly will indeed have an important influence on the life of 
the WCC, on its member churches and on all who are committed to the ecumenical move- 


ment. 


We trust that the efforts which the Catholic Church has made and will continue to 
make to promote the ecumenical movement and, wherever possible, to collaborate with 
the World Council of Churches will continue and grow even greater with God's help. 
May the assurance of our fraternal solidarity hearten you for the years ahead. 


Be assured that our thoughts and fervent prayers are with you in these days. May 

you courage and faithfulness and joy in doing his will, and the strength 
through the assistance of the Holy Spirit, towards the 

" ..that they may be one, even as we 


God grant 
to move steadily forward, 
fulfilment of Christ's prayer to the Father: 
are one" (Jn 17:11). 

EPS 
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"SPEAK THE WORD", BOLIVIAN 
BISHOP URGES 5TH ASSEMBLY 


Nairobi (EPS) - "Hope flourishes in the tunnels of death." Deep within the moun- 
tains of Bolivia, tin miners working under incredibly inhuman conditions found 
clarity of purpose, solidarity of community and willingness to sacrifice for a 
better future. All that was missing was "the naming of the Name". 


This is the essence of evangelism in the mind of Bishop Mortimer Arias, head of 
the Evangelical Methodist Church in Bolivia. 


He wove this concept into a dramatic presentation on the place of evangelism, in 
an address to the Fifth Assembly on Nov. 27. 


"The moment has come", Bishop Arias said, "to acclaim the missionary and evange- 
listic potential of all that the World Council of Churches has been doing through 
us and in our name." 


Among the WCC programmes Bishop Arias listed as integral to evangelism were: aid 
to migrants and refugees, protests against social injustice, creative responses to 
problems of urbanization, calls for union and renewal of churches, denunciation of 
imperialism, sharing of human and financial resources, struggles for humanization 
and liberation, and efforts to relate church and society. 


"Sometimes we have done theology in a vacuum", the bishop declared, "and sometimes 
we have been impelled by an activism that owes more to fashionable slogans than 
to biblical and theological reflection." 


While declaring that everything the Church does has an evangelical dimension, Bishop 
Arias said, "We have to admit that often this dimension is not translated into 
evangelical intention. The New Testament proclamation unites sign and Word, but 
some people announce the Word and forget the sign; perhaps our sin of omission is 

to have multiplied the signs in the world and forgotten to speak the Word", he said. 


"Tt is not necessary to leave aside social action in order to evangelize, nor to 
use it as'a bait to attract the people.” 


Bishop Arias reviewed the central place which mission and evangelism have through- 
out the history of the WCC and then said: "Reaffirmation of these purposes does 
not mean that we accept as the faithful fulfilment of our mission all that is done 
in our churches under the label of evangelism, nor that we must go on repeating 
'the same old story in the same old way' as if nothing had changed. Neither does 
it mean that we renounce everything that we have been trying to do through the 
ecumenical movement to respond to the needs and challenges of our world during the 
past 25 years. 


"We must admit with shame that evangelism has been the Cinderella of the WCC, at 
least to judge by the extent to which it appears in its structure, where it is but 
one office with a single occupant, in a sub-structure which is itself merely part 
of a unit, and with no more than a monthly letter by which to communicate with the 
churches. 


"The sincerity of these (evangelistic) affirmations and confessions will have to 
be shown by ‘works of repentance’ and by plans for the next five years," 


(more) 
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Three formal reactions to Bishop Arias' speech were given by the Rev. John Stott, 
leader of the evangelical wing of the Church of England and a leading figure at 
the 1974 Lausanne Congress; Roman Catholic Archbishop Samuel Carter of Kingston, 
Jamaica; and Mrs. Rahantavololona Andriamanjato of Madagascar. 


Dr. Stott challenged Bishop Arias' "apparent confusion of the words evangelism 

and mission, when he listed WCC activities and concluded ‘all this is mission and 
it is an integral part of true evangelism in the world today'. "Can we not agree", 
asked Mr. Stott, "that mission is the comprehensive word that embraces everything 
Christ sends his people into the world to do, including both evangelism and socio- 
political action? 


"Tf justice means the securing of people's rights, is not one of their most funda- 
mental rights the right to hear the gospel? If love seeks to serve men's highest 
welfare, can we leave them alone in their spiritual lostness and still claim to 
love them?" he asked. 


Stating that he was "far from" urging the World Council to drop its social and 

political concerns, nor did he want to administer "a fresh dose of opium to the 
oppressed" to tranquilize them into an acquiesence in the status quo, Dr. Stott 
said: "My plea is that the WCC be concerned with the total demands of justice 

and love, and with the fulness of freedom, humanisation and life with which God 
himself is concerned". 


Archbishop Carter underlined the fundamental relation between unity and evangeli- 
zation and insisted on the integral and global character of evangelization, sup- 

porting Bishop Arias. "It is necessary to evangelize by word and deed", he said. 
Referring to the experience of churches in the Antilles and churches in general, 

he added: "We have failed because we have not presented the whole Gospel". 


He also stated that evangelization must be adapted to the needs of the local 
church and made relevant to the people to whom it is brought. Evangelization 
must have world dimensions at the same time having a base in community experience. 
At world level each church must contribute its own charisma to that of the whole. 
Archbishop Carter ended his talk by citing the results reached by churches in 

the Antilles (Anglican, Methodist and Roman Catholic) through a dialogue on Chris-~ 
tian education materials, saying, "Ecumenism at the theological level will in the 
long run be the most viable." 


Mrs. Andriamanjato underlined the need to liberate women from the inferiority com- 
plex they have had for centuries, quoting the New Testament injunction that there 
is neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female, but all are one in Christ Jesus. She 
also inveighed against Western missionary imperialism, noting that the World Coun- 
cil of Churches had called for respecting the cultural identity of those to whom 
the Christian faith is preached. She recalled that the Lusaka Assembly of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches had endorsed a moratorium on the sending of person- 
nel and material aid from Western countries so that the churches in Africa could 
assess their ability to send African missionaries into other parts of the world. 
And she ended by affirming that in the cortext of her country there was no con~ 
flict between Christian faith and the class struggle and the socialist, economic 
and political system. 

EPS 
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BARRIERS TO CHRISTIAN UNITY 
EXPLORED AT WCC ASSEMBLY 


Nairobi (EPS) - Christian ministers from Sri Lanka, Northern Ireland and South 
Africa gave telling examples of how divided churches in their countries have "cost 
lives". 


Contributing their experiences to the Assembly presentation on Christian unity on 
November 27 were the Rev. Wesley Ariarajah, a Methodist from Sri Lanka; the Rev. 
Gordon Gray, a Presbyterian from near Belfast; and Dr. Manas Buthelezi, a South 
African Lutheran theologian. Their contributions will be discussed by the Assem- 
bly section on "What unity requires" and results reported to a plenary before ad- 
journment December 10. 


Mr. Ariarajah related how the inauguration of a united church in Sri Lanka sche- 
duled for mid-November had to be abandoned for at least the present because some 
members of the five churches involved blocked the action by claiming such a union 
would interfere with their constitutional right of freedom to practice religion 
as they choose. 


"Denominational differences in Asia have betrayed the oneness of Jesus Christ", he 
asserted, 


Referring to the conflict between Protestants and Roman Catholics in Northern Ire- 
land, Mr. Gray said, "From Ireland we have proclaimed to the world a Christ who en- 
slaves and divides. Both the Roman Catholic and the Protestant churches have found 
themselves captives of political and social, cultural and religious divisions 
which we have helped to create and preserve.” 


"When the breakdown of our society called urgently for a prophetic word from the 
Lord, we discovered that we could not agree on what that word should be. So Chris- 
tians have spoken with a divided voice according to our separate traditions, or 
together mouthed platitudes of peace." The experience has taught two lessons: 


- The Christian .church must not ignore issues of social and political injus- 
tice. To expose them will cause division and pain, But to ignore them is 
to invite a holocaust that will destroy both church and society. 

- Disunity among Christians is a breeding-ground for those malevolent forces 
which exploit any human division in order to win control. Divided churches 
cost lives. 


Reflecting on the situation in South Africa, Dr. Buthelezi said: "Through its de- 
nominational missionary enterprise the church has been a divisive factor in the 
black community. It divided us into English Christians, German Lutherans, Ameri- 
can Baptists, etc. 


"Church division follows a racial pattern. There was apartheid and discrimination 
in the church long before it was introduced as a deliberate government policy.... 
Even the so-called multi-racial churches like Anglican and Methodist are now ex- 
periencing the superficiality of that image they undeservedly bear. 


"Can poor people really belong to the same church with those who have made them 

poor? If we cannot be one in sharing a cup of coffee how can we truly be one in 

sharing the cup of the blood of Christ? 
' (more) 
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"How can the church minister pastorally to those of its members who are polarized 
in a situation of military confrontation? How does one maintain church unity among 
members who are fighting ome another on the battle field?" 


Major addresses on unity were given by Prof. John Deschner, a United Methodist theo- 
logian from Dallas, Texas (USA) and Archimandrite Cyrille Argenti, dean of the 
Greek Orthodox, parish in Marseille, France. 


In the mid-1970's the concern for unity has entered a new phase of "ecumenism in 
diversity" where the goal seems to be visible unity with an abundance of styles, 
cultures and traditions, all coexisting in the context of conciliar fellowship. 


Conciliar fellowship refers; said Dr. Deschner, to the great ecumenical councils 
of the early Church when the churches got together and formulated the mind of the 
Church on situations of controversy. 


"At this Assembly I hope we will hear more about what it will take to have an au- 
thentic council in which we could receive an authoritative word and say it together 
so that it can be heard and received by all the churches", he said. 


"This Assembly is a pre-conciliar event, he stated. 


The theologian listed five things which "lie between us and...an expression of the 
church's visible unity. Included is "a clear recognition in local churches of the 
need for council meetings", a "genuinely mutual recognition and welcoming of each 
delegation by all to be representative of each church and of the whole church", 

"a readiness on the part of all to participate in the common eucharistic act of 
worship", a "common word and action of witness", and "a welcoming of this witness 
in each local church as indeed the expression of the spirit and mind and will of 
the whole church...," 


Fr. Argenti said that studies have shown that class, nation and race are more im- 
portant factors in determining behaviour than individual faith, and confessional 
labels serve as alibis to conceal motives which continue "to be those of the old 
Adam who still lingers in all of us". 


If Christians continue to be only "lukewarm", the dean said, there is no use dis- 
cussing Christian unity, "because after all our discussions, we shall continue to 


behave as we have done in the past". 


He suggested that Christians pray for a stronger influence on their behaviour than 
the particular social groups to which they belong. 


Fr. Argenti said that "it is within the body of the risen Christ" that true unity 


is found, and it is the Eucharist which "is the base of our witness to the world”. 
EPS 
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DISCRIMINATION IN FAVOUR 
OF WOMEN URGED AT WCC 


Nairobi (EPS) - Women from Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Australia 
told world church leaders meeting here that the time has come for higher educa- 
tion and job practices which discriminate in favour of women. 


Six women addressed a World Council of Churches' Assembly session November 28 on 
"Women in a Changing World". The two-hour presentation also included a worship 
celebration of "Mary's Story and Ours" and a prize-winning film, "Women of the 
World". 


Appeal Court Justice Annie Jiagge of Accra, Ghana, advocated "a deliberate policy 
and a definite bias in favour of higher education for women and more meaningful 
job opportunities and equal pay with men for work of equal value". Higher educa- 
tion for Third World women would not only raise the age of marriage but also pro- 
vide women an opportunity to develop their capabilities, she said. Even after 
marrying many women would continue working as a way of finding fulfilment. 


"TI believe the problem of arresting the population growth in Third World countries 
can best be solved naturally", said Judge Jiagge, "by permitting those who nurture 
life to diversify their occupation. They would then do effective family planning 

to accommodate all their other activities.” 


The time has come, she said, for "a change in perspective and value judgement, a 
change in attitude and the re-education of public opinion" regarding women, 


In some countries and in varying degrees, women hold jobs with less pay than men 
and "far below their native ability", lack equal opportunities in higher education 
and vocational training, have "no legal existence separate from their husband", and 
are prohibited from transacting business without their husband's consent. 


"Women themselves have accepted the inferior status imposed on them as an inescapable 
fact of life. Wives are proud to be treated as appendages of their husbands. A 
wife will bask in the glory of her husband's achievements without giving a thought 

to her own capabilities and native wisdom", she said. 


Dr. Una Kroll, a London physician with psychiatric training, cited four principle 
factors which hinder "mutuality" - ignorance, behavioural conditioning, fear and 
sin. 


“Generations of men have grown up with the feeling that their masculine qualities 

were superior to the feminine ones", she said. "There is now a considerable body 

of scientific evidence to wupport the belief that all personality characteristics 

are human characteristics so that, for instance, aggression and gentleness, intel- 
lect and intuition are human qualities which are expressed in different ways by 


men and women." 


She called tragic the loss of lives through "competitive starvation", premature de- 
generative diseases and war caused by "widespread conformity by men to their "he-man' 


eroles" 


(more) 
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"Role sharing or role reversal threatens our sense of security and both imprisons 
us in our own safe roles and also impels us to keep those who want to share our ™: 
function out of our secure niches", Dr. Kroll said. She listed sins of pride, 
covetousness, lust, anger, envy and sloth as preventing men and women from seeing 
each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. ? 


Prakai Nontawasee, principal of Thailand Theological Seminary, said, "The dignity 
and worthiness of being a woman has been trampled completely. This is due to a 
lack of education for life and loosely built-in motivation to really live." She 
noted that parents often sell their daughters to help feed the family. 


She advocated "liberation from exploitation to respect, liberation from being an 
object, from depersonalization to humanization". 


The church, she said, has the responsibility to "put into practice the concept 
that women and men have mutual relationships and complement each other. The es- 
sence of being lies in the mutual support between the two." 


Teny Simonian, member of the Armenian Orthodox Church and development secretary for 
the Middle East Council of Churches, said the women's liberation issue is the pro- 
duct of the evolution of our societies from agrarian to industrial societies". The 
western liberation movement is "searching for new techniques to express their crea- 
tivity on the one hand and conditioning the male attitude to accept explicitly 
women's complementarity in the modern industrialized societies on the other", she 
said. 


"What women need is to establish the appropriate avenues within the new institu- 
tions through which they can realize their potentialities as well as recuperate 
the power they had within the family institutions and society in a new form." 


The Hon. Dr. Julia Ojiambo, assistant minister for housing and social services in 
Kenya advocated blending the talents of men and women in working together in 
nation-building. "That does not mean I must act as a man in order to be an effec- 
tive politician." She said she is expected to "listen to various problems of peo- 
ple" and to serve as an elder, a role which traditionally was not a woman's. This 
is a "clear indication of the acceptance of new forms and values in our changing 
societies in developing countries”. 


Mrs. Dorothy McMahon, as homemaker, wife and mother, expressed her own need for 
liberating experiences, instead of always offering them to others. This required 
her husband and children to change, she said, "at a time when most of their friend 
go on as before". 


She lamented the fact that her work at home was so often used "to define me’. Yet 
the fact that she can clean a bath and cook meals says less about her than anythi 
else she does. ; 


"One of my hardest struggles is to free myself to believe that I have worth apart 
from what I do, that if I stopped doing, people would still love me for what I am. 
Expressing a sense of unity with all those who struggle for liberation, she voiced 
disappointment that in the church she had not found ways to share the pain and con 
fusion of that struggle, "nor enough celebration to express the hope I feel as I g 
through the resurrection process of finding myself". 


Moderator of the panel was Dr. Sylvia Talbot of Guyana, who serves as consultant 
in health education to the Pan American Health Organization. 
EPS 
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HEADS OF MAJOR ORTHODOX 
CHURCHES EXTEND GREETINGS 


Nairobi (EPS) - Cordial greetings and wishes for progress in Christian unity were 
extended to the Fifth Assembly by the Patriarchs of Orthodox churches of Constan- 
tinople, Ethiopia and Moscow. 


The messages were read by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter on November 28. 


Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrius noted the significance of the WCC's first Assembly 
"on the soil of Africa". 


"In this continent Christianity, in our view, has the following two important 
characteristics: it is at once primitive and modern; very close to the ancient 
Church and yet very near to the demands of humankind which are addressed to the 
Church at this moment. It is for this reason that we believe that the member 
churches of the WCC gathered together in prayer and seeking a deeper consciousness 
of their duty towards their Lord, the One Church and the world, should proclaim 
the message of freedom and unity arising from the true and right Christian basis. 
This is especially necessary in these days when these two existential dimensions 
of life are often misunderstood and misplaced." 


Patriarch Pimen of Moscow said: "We firmly hope that the Fifth Assembly will make 
a worthy contribution to the process of the restoration of the unity of the Church 
in the faith which is our common sacred vocation. And we firmly hope that Assem- 
bly participants will be ardent in seeking to make the WCC an effective instrument 
in its service to various needs of contemporary humanity for whom the efforts of 
Christians to strengthen peace, security and cooperation between all peoples of 
the world are of vital importance." 


Theophilus, Patriarch of Ethiopia, wrote of the antiquity of the Christian faith 

in his country and in other parts of Africa, adding: "We believe that man is man 
wherever he lives and whatever be his race, language, nationality or culture. But 
we witness before our eyes in this continent people of one race or class oppressing 
those of others. This indeed is a contradiction of the Christian faith which those 
people themselves claim to hold, and we Christians of this land solemnly express 
our solidarity with the oppressed and down-trodden. 


"Being deeply inspired by the spirit of the theme of this Assembly, may we raise 
our hands in prayer and supplication, that man everywhere will transcend the limi- 
tations of geography and join in the struggle for freeing all mankind from igno- 


rance, disease, hunger, and all forms of oppression." 
EPS 


No. 35 - lst December 1975 2 


NEW MEMBER CHURCHES APPROVED 


Nairobi (EPS) - The following churches were received into membership in the World 
Council of Churches on November 28: (1) Church of the Province of the Indian 
Ocean, membership 60,000; 371 congregations; 93 ministers. (2) African Christian 
Church and Schools, 30,500 members in 33 congregations in Kenya. (3) Cook Islands 
Christian Church, 14,750 members in Cook Islands, 12,000 additional members tempo- 
rarily in Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, 23 ministers; 24 congregations. (4) 
Methodist Church in Tonga, 47,500 adherents (50% of the island's inhabitants), 

167 congregations; 112 ordained pastors; 80 lay preachers. (5) Progressive Na- 
tional Baptist Convention, over 1000 congregations, 450,000 members. (6) Church 
of the Lord (Aladura), over a million in Nigeria, 4 million in Sierra Leone, Lis 
beria, Ghana, Togo, UK, USA and Ivory Coast. (7) The African Israel Church, Nine- 
veh, 30 "Church Ministers"; 85 "Church Pastors"; 76,200 members. (8) Moravian 
Church in Surinam, membership 52,180; 80 congregations; 53 pastors; 62 schools; 
600 teachers; 16 staff of medical centre. 


Associate member churches: (1) Church of Bangladesh, baptized members 11,500; 
communicant members 6,000; presbyters 20. (2) Evangelical Methodist Church of 
Costa Rica, membership 1,538; community 2,300; ministers in full-time service 19. 
(3) Methodist Church of Samoa, worshippers 16, 718; ministers 88; probationers 73; 
local preachers 673; class teachers 2,670. (4) Protestant Church in Sabah, Malay- 


sia, 13,000 members, including children; 3 theologically trained pastors; 61 or- 


Eel 


dained preachers"; 200 lay preachers; 7 districts and 150 congregations. (5) Disci- 


ples of Christ, Argentina, 10 churches; 7 ministers. (6) Punguan Kristen Batak, 
Indonesia, 35 churches; 16 ministers; total membership 10,000 branches in 
Sumatra. (7) African Church of the Holy Spirit, 20,000 members; 53 congregations; 
53 pastors and 17 parish leaders. 

EPS 
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NEW EVANGELISTIC EMPHASIS 
APPROVED BY WCC FIFTH ASSEMBLY 


Nairobi (EPS) - A document designed to avoid a potential clash between two emphases 
in Christian theology and practice was approved in substance during a plenary ses- 
sion of the World Council of Churches’ Fifth Assembly here December 4. A revised 
version will be commended to member churches for study and appropriate action. 


The document on "Confessing Christ Today" appeared to achieve consensus between 
those calling for greater emphasis on “evangelical proclamation" and those de- 
scribed as "social concerns activists" 


This was one of six sections applying the Assembly theme "Jesus Christ Frees and 
Unites" to specific aspects of the churches’ task. 


"We are commissioned to proclaim the gospel of Christ to the ends of the earth", 
said the Section I report. "Simultaneously, we are commanded to struggle to rea- 
lize God's will for peace, justice and freedom throughout society." 


A special task force selected to deal with the insistence by some (both within 
and outside WCC membership) upon a more evangelistic emphasis, prepared a con- 
cluding statement entitled "A Call to Confess and Proclaim". It elaborated the 
Whole Gospel, the Whole Person, the Whole World, and the Whole Church. 


Dr. William Lazareth of the ,USA, delegate from the Lutheran Church in America, 
was moderator of Section dys 


"Evangelization of the world starts at the level of the congregation, in the 
local and ecumenical dimensions of its life: worship, sacrament, preaching, 
teaching and eurans sith lal and service, witnessing in life and in‘death", 
the statement said. 


"However, too’often we, as churches and congregations, stand in the way of ‘the 
Gospel because of lack of missionary zeal and missionary structures, because of 
divisions and self- complacency, ack of " catholicity and ecumenical spirit." 


Four sub-sections dealt with the following aubagch ss "Confessing Christ as an 
Act of Conversion" , "Many Pal eareas One Christ", "The Confessing COPmUDL EY» and 
“conte bingstitte in Action" ‘ 


The first sub-section said: "In the witness of our whole life and our confessing 
community we work with passionate love for the total liberation of the people 

and wait for God's kingdom to come. We pray in the freedom of the Spirit and 
groan with our suffering fellow human beings and the whole groaning creation un- 
til the glory of the triune God is revealed and will be all in all." 


In dealing with the varied cultures in which WCC member churches are set, the 
second sub-section said: "Despite all of our cultural differences, despite the 
structures in society and the church that obscure our confession of Christ, and 
despite our own sinfulness, we affirm and confess Christ together for we have 
found that he is not alien to any culture and that he redeems and judges all our 
societies." 


(more) 
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The sub-section on "The Confessing Community" said: ''We witness in our time the 
emergence of many new communities: missionary orders, ecumenical experiments, 
communes and action groups, which are trying out age-old or spontaneous and new 
forms of worship and action ... Despite the problems these groups often give to 
the institutional churches, we recognize a creative challenge in them..." 


"Tt is our lasting shame and pain that we have not overcome our divisions at the 
Lord's table, where we experience God's salvation for and on behalf of all humani- 
ty. In many of our churches growing numbers of people disregard the theological 
and juridical barriers which make common celebration of the Eucharist impossible." 


The fourth sub-section, dealing with "Confessing Christ in Action", said: "Con- 
fessing Christ is an act of gratitude for God's faithfulness and his liberating 
presence in our life. His is the power and the glory. At the same time, Chris- 
tian witness has to do with Christians struggling against the power of evil with- 
in themselves, within the churches and in society... Liturgical worship, and ac-— 
tion of the church centered around the Eucharist, in itself thankfully proclaims 
the death and resurrection of the Lord 'until He comes again' and incorporates 
people into mystical union with God." 

BPS 


REPORT ON SEARCH FOR COMMUNITY 
SENT BACK TO COMMITTEE 


Nairobi (EPS) - Participants in the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Chur- 
ches agreed on the need to search for religious, cultural and ideological commu- 
nity but disagreed about the wording of the report from Section III on "Seeking 
Community" and asked that it be revised. 


Bishop Lénning of the Church of Norway opposed the report in plenary discussion, 
calling it a "spiritual compromise". He objected to a paragraph which stated 
that "Christ sets them (Christians) free to explore a community under God with 
men and women of other faiths", adding that the statement is biased towards “ex= 
tending dialogue beyond what might be intended". He also criticised a sentence 
saying section members "gave first-hand testimony that their own faith in Jesus 
Christ had been greatly deepened and strengthened through encountering him in 


dialogue with those of other faiths". 


Bishop Michael of the Russian Orthodox Church said dialogue with people of other 
faiths is possible on practical issues such as feeding the hungry and educating 
the illiterate, but a "theological dialogue is possible only on issues of evan- 
gelization and mission". Bishop Roland Payne of the Lutheran Church in Liberia 


questioned the need to seek community. 


Harry Henry of the Protestant Methodist Church in Dahomy and Togo observed that 
"Jesus Christ is the enlightened guide who enables us to have good dialogue with 
other religions". He stressed that some of his best church members are Marxist 
socialists and that he "respects them for what they are". 


The report says the common search for peace and justice draws various religious, 
cultural and ideological groups into a search for community. In that search, 
each group recognizes that all communities - whether religious, cultural or ideo- 
logical - are linked together by their common humanity and, in the words of the 
Apostle Paul, "when one member suffers, the whole body suffers". 

(more) 
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The thread of "a common calling to work for the survival and betterment" of hu- 
manity runs through the report. ; 


An essential element of dialogue is recognizing the integrity of the other, al-: 
though motivations for searching for community vary. . 


In a world of many religions, cultures and ideologies, the report says, "we can- 
not allow our faith, the gift of our sense of community in Jesus Christ, to add 
to the tensions and suspicions and hatreds that threaten to tear apart the one 
family of humanity ... We must seek the wider community." 


That community is one of "people with people, not religions with religions or 
systems with systems and ... it is experienced or blocked in local and regional 
situations", the paper adds. The search for community opens participants to pos- 
sible conversion to the other's point of view. 


On the search for community among cultures, the report observes that "there is 

P ; tk Ps : 
the reality of arrogance as apparent in cultural imperialism ..." and "there is 
the danger of egoism reflected in cultural isolationism". 


Recognizing that "technological culture reflects men's and women's ability to shape 


the future", the report points out the "dangers of dehumanization, particularly 
when it clashes with traditional cultures". 


On why Christians seek a wider community with those of other cultures, the report 
says: "Christians are called to face common responsibilities with fellow human 
beings of different religions or ideological persuasions. The need to reconcile 
local tensions calls for commitment to wider community." - 


On seeking community with people of other ideologies, the report says that the 
"reconciling element in the Christians’ search for community together with people 


of other ideological convictions should not be taken to mean ideological conver- 
gence. 


"Churches are called to witness in a divided world and cannot remain neutral in 
the struggle for justice. But they do not necessarily take sides ideologically." 


Ideology is defined in the paper to include liberal capitalism, Marxist socialism, 
Indonesian Pantja Sila, Chinese Maoism, African socialism and others. 


"Many often erroneously associate the term "ideology' only with Marxism. Christians 
in the West, as elsewhere, ought always to scrutinize sensitively and critically 
their own, perhaps unconscious, ideological presuppositions. 4 
"The growing recognition of the ideological presuppositions in the life of the chur- 
ches and local congregations has helped to destroy the over-simplifications and 
prejudices that have traditionally beset the ecumenical movement." 


EPS 
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CALL TO UNITY CANNOT IGNORE 
THE DIVERSITY OF HUMANKIND 


Nairobi (EPS) - Political struggle, a search for cultural identity, concern for 
the handicapped and a new understanding of the relationship of men and women are 
among elements that must be considered in a relevant discussion of Christian unity 
today, the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches was told on December 5. 


"There are some who question the wisdom of placing...church unity within the wider 
context of the secular struggles of humankind for peace and justice", stated the 
interim report from Section II, "just as there are those who question the rele- 
vance of the decades of patient theological work which have brought us to where 

we are. 


"To the first we say that the purpose for which we are called to unity is that the 
world may believe that Jesus Christ is its Saviour....To the second we say that 

it is only within the reality of a forgiven community that the secular wounds of 
humankind can find healing." 


At the request of the Section, the document on "What Unity Requires" was returned 
for further work and submission later in the Assembly. Specific recommendations 
for actions by the WCC's member churches will be added. 


The interim report based the discussion of political struggle, culture, community 
and the handicapped on the premise that "in order to be faithful to our calling 
to unity, we must consider this calling within the wider context of the unity 

and diversity of humankind. Because we have often failed to do this many have 
dismissed the quest for church unity as irrelevant to their real concerns." 


Discussing the handicapped, the draft said, "The unity of the family of God is im- 
paired where these brothers and sisters are handled as objects of condescending 
charity. It is broken where they are left out." 


Commenting in the plenary discussion, Dr. Itofo Bokeleale, president of the Church 
of Christ in Zaire, called on Assembly delegates to demonstrate their concern 

by contributing Kshs 50 each to a fund that the National Christian Council of Ken- 
ya and the government could use to assist the handicapped. 


On relations between men and women, the document emphasized reciprocity, not subor- 
dination. "The unity of the church is betrayed whenever women are prevented from 
living out the gifts which God has given to them and respond(ing) to their call- 
ing to share fully in the life and witness of the church." 


"Unity becomes visible where women participate fully in all aspects and at all 
levels of the church's life", the report added. Miss Elena Gundyayeva, a staff 
member of a Russian Orthodox theological academy in Moscow, asked that the sen- 
tence be changed to read "where women participate as much as possible in church 
hire”, 

Turning to "political struggle and unity" the section report said the church is 
"frequently tempted to remain silent in order to preserve ‘unity', when it should 


be "attest(ing) to God's purpose of justice in human affairs". 


(more) 
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"We are free for open, vigorous mutual criticism, bearing the pain of controversy, 
openly testing ethical decisions, including political ones, under the truth of 
Christ", the report declared. 


Considering the search for cultural identity, the church was urged to "be alert 

to the changing patterns of life" and was cautioned not "to become so identified 
with a particular culture that it is unable to maintain a critical dialogue with 
it". However, for the sake of witnessing to the Gospel of Christ, every church 

must seek to ground itself firmly in the culture and lifestyle of the people to 

whom it is sent. 


On two other points, the draft report observed that "there is no community with- 
out structure, but structure must serve and facilitate good church order", and 
also noted that "the quest for visible unity has to take account of the strong 
and enduring loyalties which sustain the separated churches and tempt their mem- 
bers to find their personal identity in a denomination rather than in Christ him-’ 
self". 


"In some respects we are still far apart" as Christian bodies, the draft report 
said. Yet "the Lord who has come to free and to unite us, will come also as our 
Judge" 


Even "where there is theological consensus, the churches are slow to act on it. 


"There are conflicts about the whole shape of theology as the churches of Asia and 
Africa challenge the long dominance of Greek and Latin forms of thought. There is 
disagreement about how much diversity in creedal formulation is easuyeeste within 
the one church." 


"Above all", the report continues, "there are sharp questions which demand answers 
by member churches: 

- "Why does the visible, organic union of churches in the same region move 
so slowly? 

- "Why - after so many decades - can we not share together in the Eucharist 
at this Assembly where we have confessed Christ together and known his 
presence in our midst? 

- "Why - if we speak in terms of conciliarity - do we not move more rapidly 
from our present pre-conciliar stage to a fuller counciliar fellowship in 
a shared Eucharist? And, if the answer is ‘because we are not united *; the 
question comes again: "Then why do we not unite?'" 


In the plenary discussion Dr. Bokeleale said that in Africa when one calls another 
"brother" aaey are nner to "eat together" and when people cannot eat together they 
are viewed as "enemies" 


"You don't know how it hurts me to consider Roman Catholics and Orthodox as enemies 
because we cannot share the body and blood of Christ" in a stared Eucharist, the 
African church leader sara. 


Respending to this remark, Bishop Paulos Gregorios of the Syrian Orthodox Church 
said the Arsenite, is not all on the African side" and "we plead with you to enter 
into our suffering" 


The,draft reaffirmed the Third Assembly statement which "described God's will for 


unity in terms of one fully committed fellowship of all God's people in each place.... 
EP 
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EDUCATION TURNS OUT PEOPLE TO SERVE 
THE SYSTEM, ASSEMBLY REPORT SAYS 


Nairobi (EPS) - Education in many societies is a consciously-used instrument of 
power designed to turn out persons who accept and serve the svstem, according to 
the report from Section IV dealing with "Education for Liberation and Community". 


To criticize formal education, the document said, "is not to deny the value of 

certain highly-developed intellectual skills and processes which conserve the best 

in traditions and values from the past, but rather to debate whether the training 

of the few who obtain these skills should be at the expense of the many who do not." 
The report also questioned whether the values attached to these skills in schools, 
and the rewards given to them in society, "do not distort the values of the whole 
educational system". 


After hearing 15 speakers raise points of concern, Fifth Assembly delegates by a 
sizeable majority voted to receive the report in substance and refer it to WCC mem- 
ber churches for study and implementation. A motion to refer the document back to 
the section for revision got only minimal support. 


In presenting the report section moderator Harry Ashmall, a school administrator 
from Scotland, said it was "not a final document" but points raised would receive 
consideration in the final draft. These included calls for stronger opposition to 
"consumerism" and "sexism", a notation that both the rich and poor are children of 
God, greater stress on Christian perspectives, and more support of formal education. 


What some held to be the negative tone of the document with respect to formal edu- 
cation and Christian education was a point of contention in section discussions. 
Another debate centered around the use of language. 


Delegates from Eastern and Northern Europe were anxious that liberation not be 
seen in political terms only. They insisted that liberation must be described in 
Christian language and include "the concept of sin and death from which Christ 
brings liberation". 


As presented to the plenary, the document defines liberation in broad terms to 
include both personal and social dimensions and the biblical meaning of total 
liberation. 


Among new possibilities emerging within the educational system the section report 
includes attempts to develop greater people's participation in the control of edu- 
cation. However, this is difficult because the people are being trained within 


the old system. 


Attempts are also being made to obtain a two-way community movement by bringing 
into the schools those with practical skills. Participation of the school in the 
affairs of the larger community encourages awareness and involvement. 


Although the section had concentrated on alienation from culture and history, it 
recognized other equally important forms, especially the alienation of persons from 
persons, and human beings from nature. Further analysis of these forms will con- 
tribute greatly to education for liberation, the report said. 


(more) 
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Western patterns of teaching, evaluation and accreditation still persist and even 
proliferate in Third World countries, the document says, and pupils, teachers and 
people face a double alienation - one from the Westernized model and the other 
from their own culture. 


"An urgent question for the churches to answer", the Assembly was told, "is how 
they can become the sign of liberation to the people..." 


"The entire life of the Christian community is educative", the report noted. 
"Through Christian education the church builds up itself and its members." How- 
ever, a caution was sounded that "churches must always avoid isolating Christian 
education from life." 


Turning to theological education, the report said "the diversified needs of the 
church require alternatives. Theological education belongs to the whole people 
of God in the equipping of them for ministry." 


A concluding section on "creative lifestyle for community" called on the local 
congregation to “begin to take seriously its lifestyle and to ask what witness 
this is giving to the world and what nurture it is giving to its members”. 


"Tf we are to reflect the Kingdom of God in our own lives that others may be led 
to salvation, we must develop and express in each Christian community that quali- 
ty of life which is sensitive to the whole community and to the whole created uni- 


verse", the report stated. 
EPS 


WCC LAUNCHES $100,000 APPEAL 
FOR STRIFE VICTIMS IN LEBANON 


Geneva (EPS) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches on December 5 launched a $100,000 ap- 
peal to assist 7,000 families in Lebanon rendered destitute by the fighting in 
that country. 


This is the second appeal since fighting erupted in Lebanon. On August 13, CICARWS 


requested $33,000 to supply an ambulance to the Red Crescent Society and to fund a 
project for orphans. 


With the further deterioration of the situation, the Middle Fast Council of Chur- 
ches (MECC) asked for assistance to meet most urgent food needs of both Christian 
and Muslim communities and to care for the wounded. 


CICARWS emergency officer Stanley Mitton, now in Lebanon, assessed the situation 
as extremely serious. He reported that drugs, some basic foodstuffs, blankets 
and other material aid are already in distribution channels. However, additional 
funds are needed to purchase food locally. 


EPS 
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WCC TOLD CHRISTIANS MUST WORK 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS EVERYWHERE 


Nairobi (EPS) - Christians have an obligation to work for the realization of basic 
human rights where they live. But they are-also called to be the spokesmen of 
those, elsewhere, who are "powerless to cry out". 

e 
This seemingly innocuous statement early in Section V's report on "Structures of 
Injustice and Struggles for Liberation", given to the WCC's Fifth Assembly Decem- 
ber 5, was one of several which aroused heated debate between those determined to 
point the finger at countries where human rights violations are highly visible and 
those who said "there is no nation where human rights have been fully achieved". 


Well over one-half the section's members participated in the sub-section on human 
rights. In the Assembly plenary some 50 people asked to speak to the report. 


A new catalogue of human rights was offered by this section. 


"No rights are possible without the basic guarantees for life, including the right 
to work, to adequate food, to guaranteed health care, decent hqusing and education 
for the full development of the human potential," the report said. Yet in many 
nations "millions are denied these rights." The rights of future generations also 
require protecting the environment and conserving the earth's resources, it was 
stated. 


Other key rights are the right to self-determination and cultural identity and the 
rights of minorities; the right to participate in decision-making ‘in the community; 
to dissent; to have personal dignity and religious freedom. 


This, like reports from the other five sections at the Assembly, was given in two 
parts. The first part contained an analysis of the current situation with respect 
to Hurian Rights, Sexism and Racism. 


The Assembly approved the substance of the report and commended iz to the WCC's 
286 member churches for study. Specific accion recommendations to Christians, 
churches and nations will be voted before adjournment on December 10. 


‘While we must work for the abolition of specific denials of human rights such 

as torture," the section said, “we must remember that unjust social structures, 
expressed through economic expioitation, political manipulation, military power, 
class domination etc. create the conditions under which human rights are denied." 


"christians will need to assess different structures carefully," said the report, 
"championing the rights of the individual when they are threatened by unjust 
structures and defending the rights of the majority when they are threatened by 


the tyranny of the few." 


"Iy is essential to the vitality of every society that the voices cof dissenters 

be heard and their right to hold opinions witaout interference, to freedom of 
ae : Sh; " 

expression ana the right of peaceful assembly ve guaranteed. 


Cath ‘ X ; shied Pa ee ve peer : 
pecifically mentioned were those who suffer because of their religious faith and 
practice and because cf their stand in favour of political and social justice. 


(more) 
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"Christian solidarity means a definite choice on the side of prisoners of conscience 
and political prisoners and refugees. The churches should make all efforts both 

in their witness and by providing remedial assistance and support to those fellow 
human beings who suffer." 


Two main points were made on religious freedom. Noting that it was "a major concern" 
of the WCC and its members, the statement said: "No religious community should plead 
for its own religious liberty without active respect and reverence for the faith and 
basic human rights of others." 


Secondly, religious freedom should also include "the right and duty of religious bodies 
to criticize the ruling powers when necessary on the basis of their religious con- 
viction." The Assembly noted that many Christians in different parts of the world 

were in prison for reasons of conscience or for political reasons . In the discussion 
one speaker called for a stronger expression of solidarity with these Christians. 


Violations of personal dignity, such as torture, rape, deportation, enforced hospitali- 
zation in mental hospitais, are caused by unjust social orders, the abuse of power 

and the lack of economic development, the Assembly said. When people rebel, forces 

of "law and order" respond with cruel repression. 


"In some cases," said the report, "the churches themselves have actively supported 
the oppressors or even become involved in the oppression itself, out of misguided 
convictions and/or attempts to safeguard their own privileges." 


COUEEB Ss and other Christian communities have a special responsibility to express 
"in word and deed" their solidarity with those whose human rights and fundamental 
freedoms are denied, the report stated. 

The section on Sexism said, "...it is imperative to the unity of church and socie- 
ty that the full participation of women be given urgen consideration and immediate 
implementation ... it is vital for the WCC and its member churches to open all ser- 

vice opportunities to women." 


Calling for change in the area of theology, the report said: "Inclusive imagery 
and language about God and the people of God is crucial to the self-identity and 
faith of women. A variety of both masculine and feminine SEES of God need to 
be used in order to reflect the depth of the mystery of God..." 


Also mentioned was the need to clarify biblical texts relating. to the role of 
women in the story of creation and redemption, and to correct "errors of sexist 
language in future translations" of the Bible. 


"Women and men ... frequently exploit one another", said a paragraph on relation- 
ship. "People need to feel independent, valuable and secure in the totality of 
their identity as men and women before they can relate to each other in mutual 
interdependence." 


"Racism can be seen today in every part of the world. No nation is totally free 
of it," said the section of the report devoted to racism. 


While noting that individual attitudes are important, the report laid major 
stress on institutional structures. These include the trade patterns of white, 
North Atlantic nations that militate ageineet non-white peoples; industrialized 
countries supplying arms to racist regimes ; "settler colonialism;" and powerful 


(more) 
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people in education, church or secuiar posts who protect ileir privileges by 
shutting the weak out of decision-making. 


The report called epecial attention to the fact that "racist structures reinforce 
each other internationally." Cited were transnational corporations that operate 
across boundaries with impunity and weapons or mercenaries supplied internationally 
to local elites. 


The churches cooperating ecumenically must expose international systems which 

support racism and provide an effective counter-response to them. In this connection 

_ churches and mission agencies in the West ought to examine how they use money and 
personnel "so they can effecitvely support liberation efforts in developing countries,' 
the report said. 


The total report was prefaced by a theological preamble emphasizing God's identifica- 
tion with suffering humanity and the church's task to reflect Christ's love by 
participating in the struggle for the freeing of the human race. 


Several suggestions were made as to how this section might be improved and Mr. Gatu 


agreed the section would consider them carefully. 
EPS 


WCC PRESIDIUM INCLUDES TWO WOMEN 


Nairobi (EPS) - The first World Council of Churches assembly to elect women to 
the presidium has named Ms. Annie Jiagge, a Ghanaian judge and a Presbyterian, 
and Ms. Cynthia Wedel, a US Episcopalian (Anglican). Others elected by the Fifth 
Assembly on December 6 were: 


The Rev. J. Miguez-Bonino, Methodist of Buenos Aires, Argentina; 
Metropolitan Nikodim, Russian Orthodox of Moscow; 

Gen. T.B. Simatupang, Reformed of Jakarta, Indonesia; 
Archbishop Olof Sundby, Church of Sweden (Lutheran). 


Two women have served in the presidium during the council's 27-year history, 
Sarah Chakko of India and Mrs. Takeda Cho of Japan. Both were named to fill terms 
of men who either resigned or died. 


Ms. Annie Baeta Jiagge has been a justice of the Appeal Court in Accra, Ghana, 
since 1969 and was for a time president of the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women. The Rev. Dr. J. Miguez-Bonino, 51, is dean of post-graduate stu- 
dies at Union Theological Seminary in Buenos Aires and author of "Doing Theology 
in a Revolutionary Situation" (English version titled "Revolutionary Theology 
Comes of Age"). Metropolitan Nikodim, 46, of Leningrad and Novgorod, is chairman 
of the Commission on Questions of Christian Unity and Inter-Church Relations for 
the Russian Orthodox Church. General Tahi Bonar Simatupang, 55, retired general 
of the Indonesian armed forces, is president of the Indonesian Council of Churches. 
Archbishop Olof Sundby, 59, has been primate of the Church of Sweden (Lutheran) 
since 1972, when he succeeded the late Archbishop Ruben Josefson. Dr. Cynthia 
Wedel of Alexandria, Virginia, was first woman president of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. She has taught psychology and written on 
women's rights, citizenship and ecumenism. 

EPS 
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT SECTION CALLS 
FOR SUSTAINABLE, JUST SOCIETY 


Nairobi (EPS) - Four revolutionary and powerful elements promise to bring about 
change within the next decade, the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
concluded on December 4. They are the demands of the two-thirds of the earth's 
people, ecological problems threatening future generations, the misuse of power 
and struggles of powerless people, and the questions being put to growth-oriented 
affluent societies. 


Section VI on "Human Development: the Ambiguities of Power, Technology and Quali- 
ty of Life" set forth for the Assembly several reasons why the churches should 
participate in development. They included human suffering, the cry to make the 
world a more human place to live in and a call to restore broken human relation- 
ships. Also Christians are challenged to keep the order of God's creation. Last- 
ly, said the theological introduction to the report, Christians must be prepared 
to help transform despair into hope and uncertainties into positive certainty. 


A motion to refer the report back to the section was accepted when it was pointed 
out that the world food problem had been omitted. Dr. Robert Moss, president of 
the United Church of Christ (USA), said there was only passing mention of food 
and no mention of the UN world food conference. World hunger is the one issue 
arousing the world's conscience, he said. 


The section divided into four sub-sections under the titles 1) new dimensions in 
the quest for development; 2) social responsibility in a technological age; 3) to- 
wards acknowledgement of power, and 4) elements for a discussion on quality of 
Life. 


Despite increased church participation in development efforts since the Uppsala 
Assembly, they find it difficult to articulate their understanding of the word. 
These uncertainties, says the report, are because, after two decades of effort 

to remove poverty, today more people are in its dire grip and the gap between 

the rich and poor has widened. Churches therefore find themselves in a pensive 
mood but this is a hopeful sign as it calls for a re-examination of the positions 
of the past and for moving forward with renewed vigour. 


The new perspective of development includes social justice, self-reliance and 
growth. This makes it necessary to examine patterns of ownership and decision- 
making, to reject all that oppresses the poor and to work to release the creative 
powers of the people. 


The churches' mission (as distinct from the secular work of development) will be 
to assist in the definition, validation and articulation of just political, eco- 
nomic and social objectives and in translating them into action. The report then 
outlines what these objectives will involve. 


The "limits to growth" debate; the recent proposals for a new economic order; 
the growth of the armaments industry; population growth; and consumerism are also 


dealt with in this sub-section. 


Sub-section two dealing with social responsibility in a technological age called 
for a deliberate transition to a sustainable global society in which science and 


(more) 
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technology will be mobilized to meet the basic physical and spiritual needs of 
people, to minimize human suffering and to create an environment which can sus- 
tain a decent quality of life for all people. There is an immediate need to re- 
duce energy consumption and look for alternative energy technologies. 


The ethical dilemmas in the expansion of the nuclear energy programme are also 
looked at. These are explained as: 1) the inevitable coupling of nuclear energy 
for electricity generation with the production of nuclear weapons; 2) the hazards 
involved in the storing of nuclear waste for long periods; and 3) the problems of 
theft and sabotage. 


Other ethical problems covered in the report are those in the transition to a 
sustainable and just society, and those arising from the application of modern 
biology to human problems. In this latter category areas that need to be looked 
at in the future include: 1) experimentation on human foetuses; 2) the artifi- 
cial prolongation of life; 3) controlling the sex of foetuses; 4) genetic engi- 
neering; 5) behavioural control, and 6) the misuse of studies on animal behaviour 
in interpreting human behaviour. 


Work carried out by the WCC since Uppsala has indicated that power is to be con- 
ceived as the capability to orient and to implement decisions, says the sub-sec- 
tion on "towards acknowledgement of power". Christians cannot speak about nor 
work for a new world order in the midst of situations of domination and structures 
of oppression without referring to the liberating power of Jesus Christ. One im- 
plication of this, says the report, is that power manifested through weakness re- 
quires of the churches a review of their social behaviour, of their sometimes hier- 
archical and non-participatory structures, of their styles of life and decision- 
making processes. 


Specific structures of power considered in the report are economic, political, 
ideological, military, and people's power. The report finalizes its thinking 
with a review of the churches' power. 


Because some said this sub-section did not accurately reflect the thinking of the 
group, alteration is expected. 


Sub-section four, reporting on the search for a better quality of life, said: In 
humanity there is a fatal tendency to let having gain the rule over being. So 
having becomes pathological and demonic and assumes a dynamic of its own. As man 
is a spiritual being, it is the de-spiritualizing aspect of this having process 
which causes dismay. The report is not a plea for a return to some imagined age 
of innocence but that our instruments not be allowed to depersonalize us. 


The report concludes that the quality of life is a theological problem: it con- 
cerns the nature of humanity as made in the image of God. It also recalls the 


churches to a joyful and vivid re-affirmation of the Christian faith. 
EPS 
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HUMAN SURVIVAL POSSIBLE ONLY 
IF WORLD CHANGES, WCC TOLD 


Nairobi (EPS) - A leading Australian scientist warned the developed world to reverse 
its self-destructive course if it is to save the lives of the world's four billion 
inhabitants. 


Dr. Charles Birch, Challis Professor of Biology at the University of Sydney, told 
the World Council of Churches' Fifth Assembly here December 1 that "the world is 
a Titanic on a collision course" and only a "revolution in the relationship of 
human beings to the world and human beings to each other" can save it. 


The first natural scientist to address a WCC Assembly, Birch said threats to human 
survival are the population explosion, food scarcity, scarcity of non-renewable 
resources such as fossil fuels, environmental deterioration and war. 


"The rich must live more simply that the poor may simply live", Birch said. 


A just world, he added, involves not only a "change in national goals but a total 
restructuring of the international economic order as well. We must put pressure 
on those with resource power, obliging them to use it in the interests of a larger 
human purpose." 


"A better model of development - one that is just and less wasteful than exists 
in the rich world - is desperately needed by developing countries", he said. 


"Any effective attack on development must come on three fronts: population, con- 
sumption and environmental deterioration." 


He warned against following "the pied pipers of technology to destruction", add- 
ing "science and technology will not always be able to pull a technological rab- 
bit out of the hat to save us in the last minute". In addition, "technological 
rabbits of the modern kind tend to create more problems than they solve. They 
usually have voracious appetites and copious noxious excretions." 


"Life itself is under threat", said Birch, "both the quality of life and sheer 
survival. A prior requirement of any global society is that it be so organised 
that the life of man and other living creatures can be sustained indefinitely with- 
in the limits of the earth. Also it must be sustained at a quality that makes 
possible fulfilment of human life for all people. A society organised to achieve 
these ends would be a ‘sustainable' global society." 


Requirements of such a society are zero population growth, zero growth in consuma- 
ble goods, resources distributed to where they are most needed, and zero growth 

in pollution. The emphasis will be on people, not goods, on growth in quality 

not quantity. 


Science and technology can contribute to such a society by working at high-yield, 
labour-intensive, energy-conserving, ecologically sound agricultural techniques 
for developing nations. 


The developed world needs "more mass transit systems and fewer automobiles, more 
bridges and railways but not more beer cans, fewer giant factories and huge office 
blocks and more small-scale technology with a human face". 

(more) 
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He urged development of "techniques that extract more good for mankind from natural 
systems at less cost in human terms and less cost in energy, materials and ecologi- 
cal destruction, such as small-scale solar energy units". "Such enterprises are 
not as glamorous as the nuclear power parade and heart transplants", Birch said, 
"but they do carry the potential not just for survival but eventually for providing 
a decent life’ for all." 


He viewed the world as a life boat with all humanity on board - "with first-class 
passengers at one end and third-class passengers at the other. If one end goes 
down the whole boat sinks. Survival and distributive justice requires a realloca- 
tion of resources on the life boat....When we come to see the land and minerals and 
oil and coal as part of a community to which we belong, we may begin to use them 
with a little more respect and a lot more justice." 


Relation to Nature 


Birch said there would be no "fundamental reshaping of technology and society with- 
out a basic change of heart about man's relationship to nature”. 


He linked human justice and renewal of the earth, and human injustice and environ- 
mental deterioration. "When people no longer care about people, they no longer 
care about the world. The industrialist who pollutes the air and the kid who 
slashes the seats of the railway carriage both represent the same attitude. They 
are ignorant. They do not care about each other. They do not care about the 
world. 


"Tt is a cock-eyed view that regards ecological liberation as a distraction from 
the task of liberation of the poor. It is time to recognize that the liberation 
movement is fully one movement. It includes women's liberation, men's liberation, 
the liberation of science and technology, animal liberation, plant liberation and 
the liberation of the air and oceans, forests, deserts, mountains and valleys." 


Birch called on theologians to aid in "the rediscovery of the fundamental unity 
of the human and non-human worlds without surrendering any truths about man". 


A sacramental view of nature emphasises the intrinsic value of creatures in them- 
selves, and the dependent relationship of all entities. Such a view includes the 
concept of "the rights of non-human nature". 


"Science has laid bare the amazing interdependence and physical unity of the world", 
Birch said. "But the churches have, for the most part, left hidden the spiritual 
unity that alone gives the physical its meaning. ...all creatures are fellow crea- 
tures and...human responsibility extends infinitely to the whole of creation." 


He called on the churches to engage in "a fearless pursuit of the meaning of the 
unity of nature, man and God in the light of both science and a wider ecumenism 
that includes African and Asian cultural ideas. Then they would see their total 
responsibility to replenish the earth for the sake of all humanity and all crea- 
tures, while there may yet be time." 


"Tf we are to continue to inhabit the earth, there has to be a revolution in the 
relationship of human beings to the earth and of human beings to each other. The 


churches have to choose whether or not they become part of that revolution." 
BPS 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Highlights from the ‘second week of the Fifth Assembly blending, formality, Rat inm., 
formality: speeches and creative dance; a government reception and.an outdoor Ad- 
vent rally; TV cameras and sculpture; women speaking out for liberation in the 
church; African drama and dance; and a cool drink under an umbrella. There was 

a picture in every corner of the bustling Kenyatta Conference Centre, and outside,. 
each illustrating a part of the activity making up the whole, 


(1) The ne "Muntu", presented the challenge of Africa. (2) Outdoor rally at 
Uhuru Park for Kenyan Christians and Assembly participants marked the First Sunday 
in Advent. (3) Film, paintings, carvings, sculptures and varied exhibits provide 
vivid background for all activities. (4) A working group expresses its ideas 
through action. (5) Jamaican Prime Minister Michael Manley answers questions at 
press conference following his address. (6) A refreshing drink after a long ses-. 
sion. (7) Central Committee Moderator M.M. Thomas. (8) Two active women: Dr. 
Sylvia Talbot (left), a public health expert from Guyana now working in the United 
States, and Ms. Nita Barrow R.N. of Barbados, Christian Medical Commission staffer. 
(9) About .700 pressmen are covering the AsRembs ye A Swedish TV team films a work- 
ing group's interpretation of main theme, "Jesus Christ frees and. unites". Parti- 
cipants divided into about 100 small groups, shared insights and brought . them back 
to the Assembly in action, speech, drawings and song. (10) Delegates were enter-. 
tained by Kenyan President Jomo Kenyatta (centre) at State House garden party.:. 
(Right): Archbishop of Canterbury. (11) Participants in national dress make a 
constant change of. scene. (12) Moderator of the section on Unity, Anglican Bishop 
K. Woolcombe of UK (centre), Ms. Jeanne Audrey Powers, North American Methodist 
and vice-moderator, and WCC staffer Lukas Vischer. (13) Claire Aca Manning used Las 
Indian sign language during plenary session on "Women in a changing world" while | 
women from Australia, Lebanon and Kenya (14) were among those speakers. 


onoto oOlKOuMmMeNe] 


Photos are available from the Film and Visual Arts Department of the World Council of Churches, POB 66, 1211 
Geneva at the cost of Sw. Fr. 12.00 or the equivalent in your currency. 
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WCC'S ASSEMBLY URGES ALL PARTIES 
TO END MIDDLE EAST HOSTILITIES 


Nairobi (EPS) - The World Council of Churches' Fifth Assembly today (Monday, De- 
cember 8) called on all parties in the Middle East conflict to end "all military 
activity, both regular and irregular, including terrorism" as a step toward settle- 
ment of the conflict. 


The Assembly also called on world powers to stop sending arms which "maintain and 
aggravate" the tensions in the Middle East. 


"We are concerned at the continued escalation of military power in the area which 
can only aggravate the threat to world peace from the unresolved conflict", the 
Assembly said. 


The Assembly noted its encouragement at the apparent move toward acceptance of in- 
ternational consensus on withdrawal of Israel from land occupied in 1967, the right 
of all to "live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries", and implementa- 
tion of the rights of Palestinians to self-determination. 


The principles should be the basis for discussion at renewed Geneva Peace Confer- 
ence talks including the Palestinians, the Assembly delegates said. 


Because "peace in the Middle East must be based upon justice and security for all 
concerned", the Assembly urged the churches to help promote "mutual trust" among 

all parties and to develop a "responsible involvement" in seeking a settlement on 
the part of their members and governments. 


Jean Zaru, a Palestinian living on the West Bank, observed that "land and bounda- 
ries do not give security. People who are happy, who have the right to stay where 
they are and the right to be - that is their security." 


Ms. Zaru introduced a resolution calling for addition of the phrase "in their home- 
land" to the statement calling for implementation of the rights of Palestinians to 
self-determination. ) 


The proposal was defeated after several delegates questioned the meaning of the 
_phrase. 


Another proposal to substitute "all forms of violence" in place of the reference 
to terrorism also was defeated. 


The proposal, also made by Ms. Zaru, calling for an end to legal as well as illegal 
violence, was defeated. 


An effort to substitute the phrase "military gangsterism" for terrorism, offered by 
Prof. Anwar Barkat of Pakistan, also failed. 


Another amendment recognizing that Israel "cannot enter dialogue prior to some clari- 
fication of intention on Israel's future by the Palestine Liberation Organization" 
also failed, as did amendments introducing consideration of "so-called religious as- 
pects" in informing member churches aobut the conflict and on encouraging unofficial 
contacts "between conflicting parties at all levels". 

(more) 
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William P. Thompson, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
and vice moderator of the committee which submitted the report, observed that "un- 
official contacts" are "more likely to happen if not overtly encouraged". 


In other action on the Middle East, the Assembly approved a resolution asking that 
holy places in Jerusalem be more than "mere monuments of visitation, but should 
serve as living places of worship integrated and responsive to Christian communi 
Less ce 


The Assembly said it believes the status of the holy places must be determined in 
the "context of the settlement of the Middle East conflict in its totality". 


The settlement of the inter-religious problem of the holy places should take place 
under international protection and guarantee respected by all parties concerned as 
well as ruling authorities, the Assembly said. 


The problem cannot be settled by Christians alone, but must be the subject of dia- 
logue with Jewish and Muslim counterparts to "ensure that Jerusalem is a city open 
to the adherents of all three religions". 


The Assembly also expressed its "profound hope and fervent prayers for the peace 
and welfare of the Holy City and all its inhabitants". 
EPS 


WCC, FEARING MAJOR WAR, CONDEMNS 
OUTSIDE INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA 


Nairobi (EPS) - An end to all outside military intervention in Angola was called 
for here Monday, December 8, by the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


Saying "there is a grave danger that the conflict in Angola may escalate into a 
major war on the continent of Africa (and) the international rivalry of several 
powers poses a serious threat to world peace", the Assembly called upon the govern- 
ments involved "to respect the independence and territorial integrity of Angola 
and...withdraw all military units and to stop the supply of arms". (See text at 
end of this issue.) 


"We hope that the cessation of foreign military involvement in Angola will provide 
an opportunity for the political leaders of the country to renew their search for 

a political solution of the problems...in the interest of all the Angolan people", 
the resolution stated. 


Singled out for particular attention was South Africa. 


"South Africa's intervention in Angola has seriously reduced prospects of a peace- 
ful solution to the problem of the area", the action said. "The rapid accelera- 
tion of the militarisation of South Africa and current efforts to integrate its 
military system with the Western defense network, have already increased tensions 
in the region." 


The Assembly "challenge(d) those foreign powers which are exacerbating this explo- 
sive situation by supplying arms to the different groups", and asked them instead 
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to contribute to the resolving of the present conflict "through existing interna- 
tional channels especially the Organization for African Unity and the United Na- 
tions". 


The action states that "the Portuguese left the country without handing over power 
to any legally constituted authority, the transitional government which included 
the representatives of the three liberation movements having failed to function". 


"In the past few weeks further suffering has been inflicted on the population as 
a result of massive military intervention by several foreign powers", the Assem- 
bly said by its vote. 


Several amendments proposed from the floor which would have softened the singling 
out of South Africa were unacceptable to the committee which drafted the resolu- 
tion on the grounds that South Africa is a unique circumstance because Nit Sisea 
territorial power in the immediate neighbourhood" making its actions "particular- 
ly inflamatory". 


The amendments were rejected by margins of fewer than a hundred votes, although 
only about half the 747 delegates were recorded as voting. 


In another action relating to Africa, the Assembly passed overwhelmingly a reso- 
lution expressing "its deep concern that certain governments and multinational 
companies are becoming involved in the financing and construction of nuclear power 
generating plants in South Africa". 


Cited in various combines were companies from the United States, Netherlands, Swit- 
zerland, Federal Republic of Germany, and France. 


"Acceptance of one or two of the tenders now under preparation with endorsement 
by the relevant governments will result in a further economic and financial under- 
girding of apartheid", the action said. 


"Feonomic and industrial resources in the West will thus be still more intimately 
committed to the expansion of a system which denies to the majority of the in- 
habitants the prospect or right of personal, social and political freedom." 


The Assembly also voiced "concern at the military implications of these nuclear 
developments", especially since South Africa has not signed the nuclear non-pro- 


liferation treaty. 


WCC member churches in the countries involved are asked to determine the govern- 
mental and commercial commitment to South Africa's nuclear programme, "make pub- 
lic the political and military implications and consequences of pursuing a poli- 
cy of collaboration with the South African authorities", and "challenge those 
companies and governments involved to revise their policies". 


The companies and combines involved include General Electric and Westinghouse of 
the United States; Rijn-Schelde-Verolme Machinefabrieken en Scheepswerven N.V., 
Verenigde Bedrijven Bredero N.V., and Ingenieursbureau Comprimo N.V. in the Nether- 
lands; Brown-Bovery International Corp. of Switzerland; Kraftwerk Union in West 


Germany; and Framatome in France. 
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WCC AIRS HELSINKI AGREEMENT, | 
MENTION OF USSR STIRS DEBATE 


Nairobi (EPS) - The World Council of Churches engaged in lengthy debate Monday, 

December 8, on whether or not to mention the USSR in connection with a document 

on "Disarmament - Helsinki Agreement". The document was referred back to an As- 
sembly committee for further refinement. 


An amendment, proposed by Dr. Jacques Rossel of the Swiss Protestant Federation, 
called for specific mention of the USSR in connection with Point 7 of the Helsin- 
ki Agreement. This principle refers to respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, including the freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief. 


The Rev. Richard Holloway of the Episcopal Church in Scotland complained, "It seems 
to be an unwritten rule in the WCC that the USSR should never be castigated public- 
ly."" He said it is time for the Russian churches to take their place with others 
who are called "neo-colonialists" in the WCC. 


In an immediate response, Metropolitan Juvenaly of the Russian Orthodox Church said 
he suddenly felt that he was not in a Christian fellowship. He felt that members 
of a family should seek solutions to their problems with Christian love. He fur- 
ther commented that he did not want the world to have the impression that the WCC 
is a secular organization which speaks in this manner. 


Referring to a letter published in a Nairobi newspaper in which two Russian church- 
men claimed curtailment of religious freedom in the USSR, Metropolitan Juvenaly ex- 
pressed surprise at all the attention this particular letter had received compared 

with attention given to letters from other sources. 


"If the Assembly wishes to talk about this subject we will be prepared to speak 
about the Orthodox Church and all others who are in difficulties. We want to pre- 
serve fellowship in this Assembly", the Metropolitan declared. 


After prolonged discussion, an attempt to close debate failed to gain the required 
two-thirds majority and debate continued for an additional period, following which 

a motion to refer the proposed amendment back to the committee for further considera- 
tion was passed. The referral motion was carried by a vote of 259 to 190. 


Policy Reference Committee III, which had prepared the document, announced an open 
hearing later in the day. 


During the heat of debate a delegate asked the Moderator of the session, Dr. M.M. 
Thomas, to rule that TV cameramen and other photographers be asked to refrain from 
photographing the Assembly during the time of voting. Dr. Thomas then asked that 
the TV lights be turned off and cameras removed. The media personnel complied im- 


mediately. 
EPS 
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NEW WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
HAS 37% LAITY, 23% WOMEN 


Nairobi (EPS) - The new 130-member Central Committee of the World Council of Chur- 
ches elected on Saturday, December 6 has the following geographic distribution: 

17 members from Africa; 19 from Asia; seven from Australasia and the Pacific s"28 
from West Europe; 21 from East Europe; nine from the Middle East; four from Latin 
America; two from the Caribbean area; and 28 from North America. 


The membership includes 87 ordained persons; 48 laity, 30 women, and 13 youth. 


By denomination, the distribution is: Oriental Orthodox, 8; Eastern Orthodox, 19; 
Reformed, 30; Lutheran, 19; United Churches, 12; Anglican, 14; Methodist, 16; Bap- 
tist, 6; Disciples, 2; Moravian, 2; Pentecostal, 1; Independent, 2; Old Catholic, 
1; Friends, 1; Salvation Army, 1; and Mar Thoma, 1% 


Sitting with the committee will be the six newly elected presidents and Honorary 
President W.A. Visser 't Hooft. The presidents are: Ms. Annie Jiagiwge of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Ghana; Professor J. Miguez-Bonino, Evangelical 
Methodist Church, Argentina; Metropolitan Nikodin, Russian Orthodox Church; Arch- 
bishop Olof Sundby, Church of Sweden: Ms. Cynthia Wedel, Episcopal Church, USA; 
and General Simatupang of the Indonesian Christian Church. 


The new committee held its first meeting Sunday afternoon, December 7, and named 
a nominating committee which will propose a moderator and two vice-moderators. 
The choice will be made when the committee holds an all-day session December 11. 


Two changes were made in the slate of Central Committee members presented by the 
Nominations Committee. At the request of the delegation from the Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany, Dr. Barbara Brandes was replaced by Prof. Gerhard Grohs of Ber- 
lin, and the Russian Orthodox delegation asked that A. Osipov, a layman, be re- 
placed by Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy. Efforts to replace Bishop Paul of Sweden as 
a representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate failed. 


In the voting on the six WCC presidents, a move to substitute the name of M.M. 
Thomas for that of Metropolitan Nikodim failed when Dr. Thomas refused to let his 


name be put forward. 
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RESOLUTION ON ANGOLA 


1. On the eve of the independence of Angola, the General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches issued a statement which expressed solidarity with the Angolan 
people and churches in their aspirations for a nation united in seeking to build a 
just and peaceful society. The statement expressed concern over the exploitation 
of the situation by outside powers supporting particular movements in order to fur- 
ther their own political and economic interests. 


2. The Portuguese left the country without handing over power to any legally con- 
stituted authority: the transitional government which included the representatives 
of the three liberation movements having failed to function. In the past few weeks 
further suffering has been inflicted on the population as a result of massive mili- 
tary intervention by several foreign powers. Some of the powers now actively in- 
volved in Angola had previously been supporting the Portuguese regime in its re- 
pression of the people. There is a grave danger that the conflict in Angola may 
escalate into a major war on the continent of Africa: the international rivalry 

of several powers poses a serious threat to world peace. The WCC strongly deplores 
all foreign intervention in Angola which prevents the Angolan people from freely 
adopting the type of government and the course of development of their choice. 


We hope that the cessation of foreign military involvement in Angola will provide 
an opportunity for the political leaders of the country to renew their search for 
political resolution of the problems arising from ideological and other differences, 
in the interest of all the Angolan people. 


3. The possible escalation of the conflict in Angola has to be viewed particular- 
ly against the background of developments in Southern Africa. The rapid accelera- 
tion of the militarisation of South Africa and current efforts to integrate its 
military system with the Western defence network, have already increased tensions 
in the region. They have also been the subject of international concern and debate. 
South Africa's intervention in Angola has seriously reduced prospects of a peaceful 
solution to the problems of the area. 


4. The WCC calls upon the governments involved to respect the independence and 
territorial integrity of Angola and to withdraw all military units and to stop the 
supply of arms. The Council reiterates the appeal of the General Secretary to all 
churches and Christians to challenge those foreign powers which are exacerbating 
this explosive situation by supplying arms to the different groups, and instead to 
contribute to the resolving of the present conflict through existing international 


channels especially the Organization for African Unity and the United Nations. 
ei 
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RESOLUTION ON NUCLEAR COLLABORATION WITH SOUTH AFRICA 


1. The WCC Fifth Assembly expresses its deep concern that certain governments 

and multi-national companies are becoming involved in the financing and construc- 
tion of nuclear power generating plants in South Africa. Those countries and com- 
panies known to be involved are: 


1) a. General Electric, USA; 
b. Rijn-Schelde-Verolme Machinefabrieken en Scheepswerven N.V. (R.S.V.);3 
Verenigde Bedrijven Bredero N.V. (V.B.B.); Ingenieursbureau Comprimo 
N.V., Netherlands; 
c. Brown-Bovery International Corporation, Switzerland. 
2) Kraftwerk Union (K.W.U.), Federal Republic of Germany (Participants: 
Siemens and A.E.G.). 
3) Framatome, France (Participants: Creusot-Loire group and Westinghouse - 
USA) 


2. The technical expertise and commercial benefits rest with the companies, but 
the normal official and financial requirements covering export licences and credit 
guarantees are the responsibility of the national governments concerned. Acceptance 
of one or two of the tenders now under preparation with endorsement by the relevant 
governments will result in a further economic and financial undergirding of apart- 
heid. Economic and industrial resources in the West will thus be still more in- 
timately committed to the expansion of a system which denies to the majority of 

the inhabitants the prospect or right of personal, social and political freedom. 
Furthermore Western technological expertise is assisting South Africa in the devel- 
opment of a nuclear enrichment plant which will make South Africa self-sufficient 
in nuclear fuel for civil and military use. 


3. The Assembly is further concerned at the military implications of these nuclear 
developments, especially since South Africa is not a signatory party of the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. South Africa's military expenditure has increased from 

R255m. (US$ 300m) in 1965/6 to over R1000m. (US$ 1200m) in 1975/6; nuclear power 
plants and nuclear enrichment plants will facilitate development of nuclear weapons. 
Already there are grave fears of South African military activity beyond its borders, 
previously in Zimbabwe and now in Angola as well as Namibia. Any implied condoning 
of this military capability by any governments or company will precipitate serious 
anxiety and strong objections on the part of the people throughout Africa. 


4. The WCC calls on its member churches in those countries involved to: 


a. ascertain the extent of their own country's commercial and governmental 
commitment to South Africa's nuclear programme; 

b. make public the political and military implications and consequences 
of pursuing a policy of collaboration with the South African authori- 
ties; 

c. challenge those companies and governments involved to revise their 
policies in the light of considerations which are broader than the 
commercial and economic criteria involved. 

EPS 
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RESOLUTION ON THE MIDDLE EAST 


1. The World Council of Churches has expressed concern regarding the situation 
in the Middle East on previous occasions. Events which have occurred in the area 
during the meeting of the Fifth Assembly in Nairobi have demonstrated anew that 
tensions persist there unabated. 


2. We are concerned at the continued escalation of military power in the area 
which can only aggravate the threat to world peace from the unresolved contliec 
and stress the necessity for the great world powers to cease furnishing arms that 
maintain and aggravate tension. 


3. We recognize that an international consensus has emerged as the basis for peace- 
ful settlement on the following: 


a) Withdrawal by Israel from territories occupied in 1967. 

b) The right of all states including Israel and the Arab states to live in 
peace within secure and recognized boundaries. 

c) The implementation of the rights of the Palestinian people to self-deter- 
mination. 


We are encouraged that the parties to the conflict seem to be progressively will- 
ing to accept these principles. 


4. We recognize the Second Sinai Disengagement Agreement as a means of reducing 
tension between Egypt and Israel. However, since it is not addressed to the fears 
and distrust among Israel, other neighbouring states, and the Palestinian people, 
this Agreement must be followed soon by resumption of the Geneva Peace Conference 
for reaching a total settlement on the basis of the principles mentioned above. 
The Geneva Conference should necessarily involve all parties concerned, including 
the Palestinians. 


5. We note that some Arab states have recently declared their readiness, with 
the participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization, to seek agreement with 
Israel based upon these principles. 


6. Although the parties have not trusted one another sufficiently until now to 
engage in dialogue, full mutual recognition by the parties must be seen not as a 
precondition to, but rather as a product of the negotiation. We call upon all par- 
ties to take those steps essential to negotiations with hope for success. Among 
these steps, we emphasize the cessation of all military activity, both regular 

and irregular, including terrorism. 


7. Peace in the Middle East must be based upon justice and security for all con= 
cerned. The well-being of each party depends upon the well-being of all other par- 
ties. We urge the churches to help their constituencies to have more accurate in- 
formation on and more sensitive awareness of the various dimensions of the Middle 
East conflict. The churches could thus help to promote mutual trust among the par- 
ties and to develop a responsible involvement in peaceful solution on the part of 
their members and the governments of their countries, This opportunity is open to 


churches within the area and the churches outside the area as well. 
EPS 
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RESOLUTION ON JERUSALEM 


1. For many millions of Christians throughout the world, as well as for the ad- 
herents of the two great sister monotheistic religions, namely Judaism and Islam, 
Jerusalem continues to be a focus, of deepest religious inspiration and attachment. 
It is therefore their responsibility to cooperate in the creation of conditions 
that will ensure that Jerusalem is a city open to the adherents of all three re- 
ligions, where they can meet and live together. The tendency to minimize Jerusa- 
lem's importance for any of these three religions should be avoided. 


2. The special legislation regulating the relationship of the Christian communi- 
ties and the authorities, guaranteed by international treaties (Paris 1856 and 
Berlin 1878) and the League of Nations and known as the Status Quo of the Holy 
Places, must be fully safeguarded and confirmed in any agreement concerning Jeru- 
salem. Christian Holy Places in Jerusalem and neighbouring areas belong to the 
greatest extent to member churches of the WCC. On the basis of the Status Quo none 
of the church authorities of a given denomination could represent unilaterally and 
on behalf of all Christians the Christian point of view, each church authority of 

a given denomination representing only its own point of view. 


3. Many member churches of the WCC are deeply concerned about the Christian Holy 
Places. However, the question of Jerusalem is not only a matter of protection of 
the Holy Places, it is organically linked with living faiths and communities of 
people in the Holy City. Therefore the General Assembly deems it essential that 
the Holy Shrines should not become mere monoments of visitation, but should serve 
as living places of worship integrated and responsive to Christian communities who 
continue to maintain their life and roots within the Holy City and for those who 
out of religious attachments want to visit them. 


4. While recognizing the complexity and emotional implications of the issues sur- 
rounding the future status of Jerusalem, the General Assembly believes that such 
status has to be determined within the general context of the settlement of the 
Middle East conflict in its totality. 


5. However, the Assembly thinks that apart from any politics, the whole settle- 
ment of the inter-religious problem of the Holy Places should take place under an 
international aegis and guarantee which ought to be respected by the parties con- 
cerned as well as the ruling authorities. 


6. The General Assembly recommends that the above should be worked out with the 
most directly concerned member churches, as well as with the Roman Catholic Church. 
These issues should also become subjects for dialogue with Jewish and Muslim coun- 
terparts. 


7. The Assembly expresses its profound hope and fervent prayers for the peace 
and welfare of the Holy City and all its inhabitants. 
EPS 
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MESSAGE: AN INVITATION TO PRAYER 


As participants at the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, we send 
affectionate greetings to our sisters and brothers in our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Representatives of many church traditions and cultures, we gathered together in 
Nairobi, Kenya. In a continent determined to be free, and moved by the joy with 
which African Christians celebrate the Lord, we tried to respond to the needs of 
the world. We had more representatives of the six continents than before and al- 
so more women, young people and laity. 


For eighteen days, we gathered under our common theme: Jesus Christ frees and 
unites. Listening to one another, we experienced the joy of unity across the bar- 
riers of culture and race, sex and class: we also experienced the pain of these 
deep divisions. Deliberation on our common witness in Bible study and prayer, in 
informal small group and large formal meeting, brought us closer together. Ideo- 
logy and sharp contrasts in opinion and commitment pulled us apart. The Assembly 
report gives the direction of our thoughts. It will reach you soon. 


Now we bring you these prayers and ask you to pray with us: 


God, Creator and Author of Life, warned anew of the threats to human survi- 
val, we confess that the way we live and order society sets us against one 
another and alienates us from Your creation, exploiting as though dead, things 
to which You have given life. Separated from You. we live in emptiness. . We 
long in our own lives for a new spirituality of intention, thought and ac- 
tion. Help us to struggle to conserve the earth for future generations, and 
free us to share together, that all may be free. 


Kyrie eleison, Lord have mercy 


God of Love, who through Jesus Christ shares our suffering, forgives our sins 
and delivers from the bondages of oppression ...., help us ‘to desire and 
nourish in ourselves sustaining community with our brothers and sisters 
everywhere. Give us courage to share suffering when it comes. Restore to 

us the joy of resurrection, that in the midst of situations we can hardly 
bear we may sing out: 


dean batty Praise be to You, O Lord 


God of Hope, whose Spirit gives light and power to Your weaite: empower us 

to witness to Your name in all the nations, to struggle for Your own justice 
against all principalities and powers and to persevere with faith and humour 
in the tasks that You have given to us. Without You we are powerless. There- 
fore we cry together: 


Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus 


And grant that we may with one voice and one heart glorify and sing praise 
to the majesty of Your Holy Name, of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


Amen. 
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GUIDELINES ADOPTED FOR WCC'S 
POST-ASSEMBLY ACTIVITIES 


Nairobi (EPS) - To assist the World Council of Churches to do realistic programme 
planning in the period immediately following the Fifth Assembly, taking into ac~ 
count the Council's limited financial resources, a special committee known as the 
Programme Guidelines Committee (PGC) operated at the Nairobi Assembly. 


Its job was to sift through the proposals for new programmes emerging in hearings, 
sections and workshops and then to suggest criteria for determining which should 
get the green light. 


The new Central Committee when it meets in mid-1976 will set priorities for the 
Council during the next period. 


In its report to the Assembly the PGC mentioned that all programme should be 
judged by the following criteria: appropriateness, feasibility, urgency, effec- 
tiveness and integrity of theological reflection and action. 


Then it offered three guidelines which should receive "central attention”. 


First, "all programmes of the WCC should be conceived and implemented in a way 
which enables the member churches to grow towards a truly ecumenical, conciliar 
fellowship". 


This guideline implies "regular two-way communication between the WCC and the chur- 
ches". This requires shaping ecumenical programmes so as to "reach, engage and 
listen to the congregations". 


Assembly delegates, Central Committee members and unit committee members will need 
to become active advocates of the ecumenical vision. Visits by special teams and/or 
individuals was also mentioned. 


Second, "all programmes should be implemented in a way that engages the churches 
in the effort to reach a common understanding of the Gospel and the Tradition... 
to make possible a fuller common witness". 


This implies "a renewal of the dimensions of witness and evangelism in all WCC 
programmes thorugh proclamation of the Word and active engagement". Also required 
is respect for the diversity among churches and Christians in interpreting the 
meaning of the faith for their lives. 


Lastly, "all programmes should be conceived and implemented in a way that expresses 
the basic Christian imperative to participate in the struggle for human dignity and 
social justice, maintaining the integrity of action as rooted in the biblical 
faith 


Specifically mentioned here were pressure for human rights, including religious 
freedom, and the struggle against racism and sexism; readiness to expose church 
involvement in unjust structures; a continued search for a just and sustainable 
society; exercising a ministry of peace, exploring nonviolent action for social 
change and struggling against militarism. 


(more) 
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At its meeting on December 11 the New Central Committee was asked to appoint a 
special review committee to make specific recommendations for programme priori- 
ties that can be acted upon at the next meeting in 1976. 


Finance Committee Report 


Because of the "seriousness" of the WCC's financial situation, the Finance Commit- 
tee asked the Assembly not to make binding decisions as to programme. 


At the same time the Assembly instructed the Central Committee to adopt a balanced 
budget for 1977 on the basis of realistic estimates of income. The Finance Commit- 
tee said this would probably require a cut in programme and staff. 


Churches in the United States and the Federal Republic of Germany were asked to in- 
crease their 1976 contributions to the World Council's general budget by one-third 
from the level of 1973 contributions. All other churches were asked to make at: 
least a minimal contribution. This recommendation was designed to help close a 

gap between an estimated 1976 budget of Sfr 8,200,000 and estimated income of only 
Sfr 5,600,000. 


A move to insure alternative means of funding the Ecumenical Institute known as 
Bossey was resisted by the Finance Committee's moderator, Archbishop Edward. Scott 
of the Anglican Church in Canada on the grounds that it would in effect mean giv- 
ing Bossey priority. The matter was passed on to the Central Committee. 


The Finance Committee called for the WCC to adopt "a more integrated budget struc- 

ture", to issue a more popular report on finances which the churches could pass on 

to their members, and to seek greater rapport with the churches. An "Ecumenical ’ 

Sunday" was endorsed as a time for communicating information about the WCC to local 

churches and taking a special offering where appropriate. Ome aa 
EPS 


CONTINUING JOINT WORK WITH ROME 
IS ANTICIPATED IN WCC REPORT 


Nairobi (EPS) - "New and unexpected" progress in relationships between the World 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church during the past seven-year peri- 
od is claimed in a committee report released at the Fifth Assembly on December 9. 


"It has become clear", the report said, that "the Roman Catholic Church will not 
apply for membership (in the WCC) in the immediate future". However, it continues, 
the WCC is pleased with the "new pattern of relationship which has developed". 


The policy reference committee in its report to the Assembly said, "Theological 
discussion has led to new and unexpected results. Subjects which could not be ~ 
taken up a few years ago have now become matters of common investigation". It 
also cited cooperation in Bible translation work and Roman Catholic Church parti- 
cipation as a full member in regional, national and local councils. "Bilateral con- 
versations between the Roman Catholic Church and various confessional traditions 
have led to significant convergence". 


"The, principal difficulty has been to find ways to witness together as a fellow- 
ship of churches," the document explained. "The Roman Catholic Church is consti- 


(more) 
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tuted as a universal community. Its belief that the one Church of Jesus Christ 
subsists in it does not exclude dialogue and cooperation with other churches, but 
the emphasis it places on its identity and proper initiative makes it difficult 
“to act with dee churches. 


"The international juridical recognition given to the Holy See makes cooperation 
betweén it’ and the World Council of Churches especially difficult in areas like 
international affairs (especially representation at the United Nations) and in 
relief aid, etc. Similarly, the emphasis on identity of member churches of the 
World Council can create obstacles to further cooperation. | 


The committee called for a deeper mutual understanding of the "Unity we seek" which 
would provide a more solid basis for the common witness which is requried in, today' Ss 
world. 


The policy reference committee had analysed a report from the "Joint Working Group", 
between the WCC and the Vatican and recommended the continuation of the group, with 
a membership of approximately 16 chosen from the WCC and the Roman Catholic Secre- 
tariat for Promoting Christian Unity (and other organs of the Curia). The group 
would meet at least once annually, with a smaller executive groups of six respon- 
sible for ongoing work. Joint programmes are proposed in the three areas 1) unity 
of the Church, 2) common Christian witness, and 3) development and peace. 


The Committee on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX) was given a new three- 
year mandate beginning January 1. 


During discussion of the reference committee's report, Dr. Paul Minus, United 
Methodist Church, USA, offered an amendment which was unanimously adopted. It 
expressed eager anticipation of: the time "when it will be possible for the Roman 
Catholic Church to become a member of the WCC". 


Following unanimous adoption of the report, Monsignor Charles Moeller, secretary 

of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, spoke to the Assembly. 

"With you, we in the Roman Catholic Church are challenged radically at present 

by the pressing need to go beyond "the admirable set of expressions of the Faith" 
created in past times... 


ft facing this enormous task, the Roman Catholic Church associates itself with 
_the World Council of Churches and its member churhces. Faithfulness to this task 
requires that the relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Coun- 


cil of Churches’ should continue to become stronger and more effective." 
EPS 


No. 38 - llth December 1975 " is” be 


REVISED CONSTITUTION ADOPTED 


Nairobi (EPS) - A revised constitution for the World Council of Churches was adopted 
here December 9. One function of the World Council in the new version is "to call 
the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one eucharistic fel- 
lowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ, and to advance towards 
that unity in order that the world may believe" 


At the insistance of Assembly delegates, a clause from the previous consitution 
was retained calling for the WCC to "support the churches in their worldwide mis- 
sionary and evangelistic task". 


General Secretary Philip Potter suggested this idea was covered by references to 
"the common witness of the churches" and renewal in "mission and service". How- 
ever, the delegates wanted "mission and evangelism" specifically mentioned. 


When a Salvation Army representative asked if this emphasis on eucharistic fellow- 
ship menat groups not observing the Eucharist could not be members, he was assured 
this was not true. It referred only to the WCc's function. 


A major debate on the Central Committee's right to determine the composition of 
church delegations to Assemblies had reference to bothe the constitution and the 
rules, 


The reference committee, which considered the revised constitution, said that 
while the Central Committee was given the power to determine the number of dele- 
gates each church might have, it could only indicate the "desired distribution" 
among church officials, parish ministers; among men, women and young people". 

It interpreted this to mean that women and young PEOPLE as well as men should be 
present in all categories. 


When the same matter came up in a discussion of the rules, the committee proposed 
that the Central Committee only recommend the percentage of women and youth... The 
churches were free to decide who would come. 


Ms. Janice Love, an American Methodist, opposed this saying the Fifth Assembly 
would not be as inclusive of the church's diverse constituency if the Central 
Committee had not "had leverage to apply against older male clergy church offi- 
cials". And she continued: "If we make this rule the Central Committee will not 
have the possibility of prodding the churches to send more widely representative 
delegations." 


Assembly delegates voted 325 to 109 for the rules change after committee modera- 
tor Ms. Theressa Hoover promised "the final decision would rest with the churches" 


Another rule said churches applying for associate membership in the WCC "must or- 
dinarily have 10,000 members" 
EPS 
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PEOPLE CAN PRESSURE FOR PEACE, 
WCC REPORT ON ARMAMENTS SAYS 


Nairobi (EPS) - Christian churches should express their readiness "to live with- 
out the protection of armaments" and take a significant initiative in pressing for 
"effective disarmament", the Fifth Assembly concluded after receiving a detailed 
analysis on the present world armaments situation. 


The new Central Committee was directed to organize a consultation on disarmament. 
Its purpose would be to propose a strategy - at national and international levels 

- to prevent further increased military expenditure. The strategy should include 
such things as investigating the churches’ involvement in arms production and trade, 
studying questions of war and peace in theological perspective and the need for 
retraining of those who now make their living through the arms industry. 


"Christians must resist the temptation to resign themselves to a false sense of 
impotence or security", said a committee report approved by the Assembly. "“Chur- 
ches, individual Christians and members of the public in all countries should 
press their governments to ensure national security without resorting to the use 
of weapons of mass destruction”. 


"The increased expenditure on arms is surpassed only by advances in military tech- 
nology", the statement said. "The cancerous growth of military research and de- 
velopment in the post-war period reflects the shift from competition in quantity 
to a race for ‘quality’. There is an increasing danger in the proliferation of 
military bases. 


"Although there has been no direct military confrontation between the superpowers, 
since World War II some 100 wars have been fought, causing the deaths of more than 
10 million people in some 60 countries", the report said. 


In the same session Assembly delegates registered their displeasure with the situa- 
tion on the island of Timor, where news reports say Indonesian military forces 

have intervened. Indonesian and Australian churchmen debated the problem, and a 
resolution was finally passed (see text end of this issue) but a large proportion 


of the delegates abstained, indicating unfamiliarity with the issues in dispute. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTIONS ON SECTIONS 


Section I "Confessing Christ Today" 


"We urge all people committed to Christ's discipleship to share with us in con- 
fessing him in this ecumenical movement initiated by the Holy Spirit." On the 
basis of this invitation churches were asked to relate the report on Confessing 
Christ (Part I) to their own cultural, social, political, economic structures so 
the whole gospel may be proclaimed to all persons in every situation. Regional 

or local clusters of churches were asked to reflect on the common content of their 
faith in order to produce educational materials related to their situation; chur- 
ches were encouraged to use the best talents available to write hymns, prayers 

and liturgical texts related to vital contemporary concerns. "No one - imprisoned, 
tortured, harassed or persecuted - should escape the vigilance of the praying 
church", it was said in asking that those who suffer in Christ's name be included 
by name in the intercessions of all congregations. Increased efforts to overcome 
the barriers to common celebration of the Eucharist were urged. And theological 
training should include studies in mission and evangelism as a normal part of the 
curriculum. Churches need to hear and see Christ confessed by Christians from 
other parts of the world, particularly those churches which have traditionally 
sent missionaries to other countries but never received missionaries. 


Section II "What Unity Requires" 


Member churches to make renewed efforts to move toward the "goal of visible unity". 


"We are determined we will not be held back by differences", said Bishop Kenneth 

J. Woollcombe of Oxford, presenting the report. He urged the Assembly to "clear 

away any disenchantment with unity" and respond to the demands implicit in advan- 
cing toward the goal of "visible unity". 


A series of specific recommendations to the churches called for a “common effort 
to confess Christian truth and share more fully in common witness and mission"; 
moves toward a "fuller sharing among the churches of experience, personnel, re- 
sources and support", including pastoral responsibility in cases of mixed mar- 
riages; support of councils of churches in particular situations; study of faith 
and order issues; careful examination of such issues as integration of the dis- 
abled, the role of women, and the concept of conciliar fellowship and reciprocal 
visitation among the churches "as a normal part of their responsibility". 


Section III "Seeking Community" 


A six-point plan to help Christians seek community with people of various faiths, 
cultures and ideologies was endorsed calling for: 


- Various types of preparation in the churches, including Bible study to clarify 
the basis of seeking community, "sympathetic and critical studies" of the faiths 
and ideologies of other people, reflection on the relation between dialogue and 
evangelism and acquainting members with the wide spectrum of Christian spiri- 
tual heritage. 

- Promoting dialogue and collaboration with people of other faiths and ideologies 
on common concerns. 

- Establishing principles for dialogue in each cultural context. 

~ Sharing in spirituality, by helping Christians to evaluate the disciplines and 
practices of East Asian religious and traditional or primal religious heritages, 
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to discern what could be "seductively demonic or dangerously misleading" in any 
religion. 

- Ecumenical reflection about faiths, cultures and ideologies, including clarifi- 
cation of terminology, affirmation and evaluation of cultural identities, analy- 
sis and understanding of the causes of mutual mistrust. 


Organized or occasional dialogue may lead to a situation of living-in-dialogue, 
where religious communities may seek to resolve conflicts arising between them 
in an atmosphere of mutual trust and peaceful negotiation. 


Section IV "Education for Liberation and Community" 


Churches should give attention to education if they do not want their hopes for 
the world frustrated. Among other things the churches are asked to: 


- "Provide intensive cross-cultural experiences for all age groups...; 

- "Assist the family to be the fundamental educative group, securing liberation 
and community for its members; 

- "Create a diversity in the provision of contextual theological education to 
match the variety of ministries; 

- "Work with the leest of Christ's sisters and brothers so that the powerless share 
power and the voiceless are heard; 

- "Train and retrain teachers to break with professional stereotypes, and enable 
them to reach out to society, and enable its members to overcome alienation." 


Section V "Structures of Injustice, Struggles for Liberation" 


Increased support for the Programme to Combat Racism, a concerted effort to get 
women into all decision-making bodies of the churches, and aid to Christians and 
groups harassed or imprisoned for defending human rights were all approved. 


In human rights matters the WCC should "provide a place for mutual challenge" 
where the churches can support each other as they become "more courageously en- 
gaged in the struggle for human rights where they are". It should also be a place 
for sharing "strategies. for struggle". Pastoral or information gathering teams 
should be sent to palces where Christians need support in their struggles for hu- 
man rights and aid should be given to groups and individuals persecuted or impri- 
soned for defending human rights. 


Local congregations were urged to identify and combat violations of human rights 
in their own communities, and to support the struggles of "peoples, groups and 
individuals for their own legitimate rights" by helping them form "networks of 
solidarity". High priority was given to implementing the rights of the Pales- 
tinian people under occupation. 


Churches were urged to seek access to prisons and detention camps to get foll ain= 
formation about the treatment of inmates and conditions of detention, and to de- 
fend prisoners’ rights to legal counsel and regular contact with family and friends. 


The report on Sexism said: "Those member churches which have agreed in principle 
to the ordination of women to the priesthood/ministry of Word and Sacrament should 
take immediate action to admit women to all their ordained ministries, taking in- 
to serious consideration that there are other churches of our WCC fellowship that 
are not in agreement with this practice." Churches that ordain women were asked 
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to continue the dialogue with those which do not about the full participation of 
women "in the full life of the church including the ordained ministries..." 


Churches were asked to support programmes which investigate "the exploitation of 
human sexuality for gain and seek to assist individuals who are exploited", and to 
support organizations working to eliminate discrimination against women in poli- 
tical, economic, social and ecclesial areas of life. 


A three-year theological study on sexuality was commended to the churches for 

their participation. Women theologians and scholars should be invited to parti- 
cipate fully. Referring to Scripture translations, the section said: "Care 
(should) be taken in translations of the Word of God (which always come in human 
langugage) that they faithfully reflect the gender used in the original languages." 


Support was also asked for projects in the Third World to secure safe water sup- 
plies, to foster indigenously-based self-help programmes and to educate women about 
their legal rights. 


In supporting the Programme to Combat Racism by a nearly unanimous vote the Assem- 
bly asked the churches to ensure that their members get accurate information about 
the whole programme, including theological reflection, action-oriented research, 
projects and the Special Fund, "We urge member churches to insure, wherever pos- 
sible, the active participation of representatives from minority and racially op- 
pressed groups in decision-making concerning their welfare...in churches and so- 
ciety." South Africa was once more given high priority in church attention, And 
churches were urged to provide factual information - gained from the oppressed 
groups themselves - so Christians can learn the extent of their involvement in 
structures that perpetuate racial injustice everywhere, and have recousse to spe- 
cific proposals for responsible ecumenical action. 


Section VI "Human Development, Technology, Quality of Life" 


Participation of the churches in development programmes asked the churches to set 
aside 2% of their regular income for development purposes. Social responsibility 
in a technological age was mainly concerned with energy, and ethical dilemmas in 
biology and future society structures. 


Churches were urged to examine their interest and concern for social justice, 
peaceful co-existence, participation in people's organizations and participation 
in the educational process, 


On the quality of life, churches were called to "take costly and exemplary actions 
to show by deeds and words their solidarity with and concern for those who are de- 
prived of an adequate quality of life". 


(Full reports on actions recommended by the sections are available on request.) 
EPS 
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DISARMAMENT - HELSINKI AGREEMENT 


Ecumenical bodies (WCC, CEC, LWF) and several churches of Europe have played an 
active part in the efforts which led to the signing of the Helsinki Agreement on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe in 1975. They regard this Agreement as a sign 
of hope in a world torn apart by opposing ideologies and divided by conflicting 
interests. 


The Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches appeals to the governments con- 
cerned to implement the Helsinki Agreement without delay and in all its parts. A 
climate of mutual trust is essential if this is to be done. Such trust will be 
created by respecting the Ten Principles governing relations between nations. 


These principles are: 


Sovereign equality, respect for the rights inherent in sovereignty. 
Refraining from the threat or use of force. 

Inviolability of frontiers. 

Territorial integrity of States. 

Peaceful settlement of disputes. 

Non-intervention in internal affairs. 

Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the freedom of 
thought, conscience, religion or belief. 

Equal rights and self-determination of peoples. 

Cooperation among States. 

10. Fulfilment in good faith of obligations under international law. 


KO) (GOI IGN) (Cale -E= Co Ni 
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We emphasize the clause referring to fundamental human rights as proclaimed by 
the United Nations' Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The churches have the 
responsibility to be involved whenever it is necessary to make clear that securi- 
ty and the development of genuinely human relationships across frontiers go to- 
gether. The churches should be especially concerned with the need for rules of 
behaviour, the purpose of which is to avert the danger of violent action in the 
attempt to establish new conditions securing respect for the dignity of men and 
women in Europe. Non-violent structures are also needed for the settlement of 
disputes between nations (e.g. "Draft Convention on a European System for the 
Peaceful Settlement of Disputes"). 


The churches appeal to the goodwill of all in every nation who are entrusted with 
authority to make decisions. They are nevertheless realistic, and recognize the 
power of evil (individual and collective egotism, distrust, search for power, etc.). 
Their contribution will be effective as individuals and nations begin to learn 

that peace demands the willingness to admit one's own faults. Peace demands also 
the preparedness to give up one's position. The churches will show forth the im- 
plications of reconciliation for the relationships fo nations. 


Concrete proposals on all the many aspects of security and cooperation in Europe 
will be needed for the forthcoming bilateral and multilateral negotiations over 

the implementation of the Helsinki Agreement. The churches can contribute much 

from their experience of contacts across frontiers and of humanitarian work. 


The individual churches of Europe, the Conference of European Churches. (CEC) 

and the Churches' Commission on International Affairs (CCIA) need to be prepared 
for this task. They must also be ready to speak of their experiences in the imple- 
mentation of the Helsinki Agreement at the evaluation meeting of the CSCE to be 


held in Belgrade in 1977. 
(more) 
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The churches will also be concerned with those clauses in the Helsinki Agreement 
which deal directly with their own position and functions (religious freedom, 
freedom of belief and worship, contacts between the churches, exchange of infor- 
mation, etc.). They will make clear to the governments their own understanding 
of these sections and how they could be implemented. 


The General Assembly has devoted a substantial period to the discussion of the al- 
leged denial of religious liberty in the USSR. 


The General Assembly recognizes that Churches in different parts of Europe are 
living and working under very different conditions and traditions. Political sys- 
tems, constitutions and administrative practices vary from nation to nation. In 
most western European countries the churches have the opportunity to seek to reach 
people through many different public media and to organize special groups for young 
people and others. In the absence of such possibilities in many Eastern countries, 
the churches reach people including youth through religious education of children 
in the family, catechizing in the church of interested persons and vital public 
worship. 


In spite of these differences, Christians in both parts of Europe, and indeed 
throughout the whole world, are one in Christ. The solidarity which results from 
faith in our common Lord permits the mutual sharing of joys and sufferings and re- 
quires mutual correction. Christians dare not remain silent when other members 

of the Body of Christ face problems in any part of the world. But whatever is 
said and done must be preceded by consultation and must be an expression of Chris- 
tian love. 


When a problem relates to fundamental freedoms, including the freedom of thought, 
conscience, religion or belief, the Helsinki Declaration provides a new opportu- 
nity for solutions. The spirit of Helsinki clearly reflects the commitment of 
the signatories to prevent a new era of "cold war". 


Therefore the General Assembly urges the Central Committee and the General Secre- 
tariat to take such situations seriously and to undertake appropriate actions. 


The Assembly requests the General Secretary to see to it that the question of re- 
ligious liberty be the subject of intensive consultations with the member churches 
of the signatory states of the Helsinki Agreement and that a first report be pre- 
sented at the next Central Committee in August 1976. 


The Assembly recognizes that all signatory nations have an equal responsibility 

to observe and to carry out all the principles of this solemn agreement. We com- 

mend the nations that drew up the noble principles of the Helsinki statement and 

signed them. We hope and pray that these nations will do all in their power to 

implement them and we urge other nations to join them in this worthwhile venture. 
EPS 


HUMAN RIGHTS IN LATIN AMERICA 


Despite the fact that the majority of the countries in the Latin American communi- 
ty have subscribed to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the fundamental 
rights to health, education, work, and a living wage have been either ignored com- 
pletely or not sufficiently implemented by the majority of the governments. 


We protest the systematic increase of human rights' violations on that continent 
especially for political reasons, fo individual rights like: 
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- arbitrary and/or unjustified detention, without proper warrants from competent 
COUT ES: 

- imprisonment without proper trial; 

- denial of the right to habeas corpus; 

- physical violence and torture; 

- harassment or intimidation of relatives of prisoners; 

- alleged disappearance of persons and unexplained deaths; 

- violation of the freedom of expression; 

- limitation of the right to legal defense; 

- restriction of the Christian vocation to aid persons whose rights have been 
violated; 

- ineffectiveness of the right to asylum and of the rights accorded to refugees 
by international conventions. 


Having considered this anguishing reality, we respectfully but energetically ex- 
hort the governments of Latin America to comply with the provisions of the Univer- 
sal Declaration of Human Rights. 


We exhort as well governments of all countries of the world to open their doors 
to the thousands of political refugees who have been unable to find a place to 
reconstitute their lives in peace. 


We call upon the Government of the Republic of Argentina to react to an appeal 
by UNHCR and, for humanitarian reasons, to normalize speedily the situations of 
political refugees and exiles now present in its territory. 


We call upon the Government of the Republic of Chile to reconsider its determina- 
tion to cancel the permission to reside in the country for Bishop Helmut Frenz of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile, and allow him to continue his pastoral 
work in the mission of his church. We make this appeal, accepting the assurances 

of those who know him that all his activities in the Committee of Cooperation for 
Peace in Chile have been governed by a profound sense of Christian love and service. 


We also call upon the Government of Chile to release the personnel and members of 
the Committee for Peace now in prison. 


We express our appreciation for the important work done by the WCC through the 
CCIA and the Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America, and we urge it to 
continue to support churches and other bodies in Latin America who work for the 
defense of human rights, and to inform the churches on a regular basis about the 
human rights situation on that continent. 


We call upon the churches in Latin America to: 


- educate and conscienticize its members in order that they be led to comprehend 
their responsibility as a community of faith in Christ with respect to the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights. This should lead to the implementation of 
concrete programmes in defense of those rights by the churches and their members; 

- create ecumenical commissions of churches to promote respect for human rights in 
their countries, starting with the member churches of the WCC. 


We appeal to the Christian churches in Chile, especially to members of the WCC, 
to continue and strengthen the Christian and humanitarian ministry they carry out 


in the Committee of Cooperation for Peace in Chile. 
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RESOLUTION ON EAST TIMOR 


1. The Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches expresses deep concern 
over the situation in East Timor. The Assembly wishes to reaffirm, in this con- 
text, the principle of the rights of all peoples for self-determination. 


2. We welcome the Rome agreement between Portugal and Indonesia according to 
which a solution to the problem can be found only by the speedy and orderly im- 
plementation of the act of self-determination by the people concerned. 


3. We deplore all the developments in East Timor since the Rome agreement, and 
we consider the present situation to be tragic to the people of East Timor. 


4, The Assembly calls upon Portugal and Indonesia as co-signatories to the Rome 
agreement together with the neighbouring country of Australia as well as the par- 
ties in East Timor to cooperate in the implementation of the Rome Agreement so as 
to end armed strife and bring about a peaceful and orderly transfer of power. 


5. We appeal to all foreign powers to refrain from any action in East Timor 
which will prevent the people of East Timor from freely deciding their own future 
and call on Indonesia to withdraw its armed forces to enable self-determination 


to occur. 


6. The Assembly makes an urgent request to the Australian Government to facili- 
tate the evacuation of refugees from East Timor and to offer sanctuary and reset- 
tlement to those who desire to resettle in Australia. 


7. The Assembly commends the efforts of the Indonesian and Australian Councils 
of Churches and CICARWS to provide relief to the refugees and calls upon the mem- 
ber churches and Council to come forward to help those who suffer as a result of 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


A new message for the world, six new presidents, a new Central Committee, new gifts, 
images and music, new thoughts from famed speakers and ordinary participants - that 
was Nairobi as the Fifth Assembly closed and its members prepared to carry what was 
new back to their homes, churches and nations. 

(1) Some 23% of Assembly delegates were women. Brigalia Bam of WCC's Programme 
Unit on Education and Renewal talks with an African delegate. (2) David Amram, 
well-known New York composer and conductor, gave two concerts for delegates and 
Nairobi people. (3) African dancers often visited Kenyatta Conference Centre for 
impromptu performances. (4) A famous Assembly adviser was anthropologist Margaret 
Mead. (5) Committee drafting the Assembly Message worked under the leadership of 
Dr. Albert van den Heuvel. (6) An ever-changing wall newspaper spurred lively com- 
ments on Assembly issues. Everyone was welcome to write or draw cartoons - rude or 
otherwise. (7) New WCC presidents (1. to r.): Metropolitan Nikodim, Russian Ortho- 
dox, USSR; Gen. T.B. Simatupang, Reformed, Indonesia; Ms. Annie Jiagge, Reformed, 
Ghana; Archbishop Olof Sundby, Lutheran, Sweden. Not present was Dr. J. Miguez- 
Bonino, Methodist, Argentina. (8) Bishop Mortimer Arias of Bolivia gave speech on 
Evangelism. (9) Australian natural scientist Charles Birch challenged delegates 

to preserve human factor in technology-dominated world. (10) One eucharistic cele- 
bration used a United Liturgy for East Africa. (11) Twelve Roman Catholic priests 
and bishops attended, either appointed by the Vatican or invited by the WCC. (12) 
A painting given by the Christian Conference of Asia to the All Africa Conference 
of Churches. (13) Creative dance group expressed its feeling about the theme, "Je- 
sus Christ frees and unites". (14) A dialogue of living faiths was held between 
Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Sikhs and Hindus. 
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Photos are available from the Film and Visual Arts Department of the World Council of Churches, POB 66, 1211 
Geneva at the cost of Sw. Fr. 12.00 or:the equivalent in your currency. 


INDEX FOR ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


JULY-DECEMBER 1975 


The Index provides a cross-reference in two categories: 


Geographical and Organizational 
Subject 


Stories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in 
which each appeared. 


CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Continents and Regions 
Countries 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 
International Organizations 
Roman Catholic Church 
Worid Confessional Bodies 
World Council of Churches 


CATEGORY II: SUBJECT 


Assemblies and Meetings 

Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 

Church Buildings and Architecture 

Church-State Relations 

Church Union Negotiations 

Communication 

Development 

Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 
Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
Education 

Environmental Issues 

Etnics 

Evangelism 

Festivals and Anniversaries 

Fifth Assembly (see also World Council of Churches) 
Food Crisis 

General (Photo Oikoumene) 

Health and Healing 

Human Rights 

Inter-Church Aid (see also Refugees and Relief) 
Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Inter-Faith Relations (see also Dialogue) 
International Affairs 

hagty. 

Liberation 

Literature and Publications 

Liturgy and Forms of Worship 

Migrants 

Ministry 

Mission 
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Mixed Marriages 

Orthodox Churches 

Personalities 

Personal Liberty, Morality 

Race Relations 

Refugees, Relief and Reconstruction 
Religious Liberty 

Renewal 

Repentance Actions and Reconciliation 
Sacraments 

Science and Technology 

Social, Political and Legal Problems and Christian Attitudes 
Social Service 

Spiritual Life 

Theology 

Violence/Non-violence 

Women 

Youth and Students 


’ KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


: All Africa Conference of Churches 

: Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 

: Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development 
: Conference of European Churches 

: Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
: Christian Medical Commission 

: Cammission on World Mission and Evangelism 

: European Economic Community 

: German Democratic Republic 

: International Christian Youth Exchange 

: Lutheran World Federation 

: Committee on Society, Development and Peace 

: World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

: World Council of Churches 

: World Student Christian Federation 

: Young Men's Christian Association 

: Young Women's Christian Association 
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CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Continents and Regions 


AFRICA 

News S@GLetaryalOrantrdeanl het ioccotesse tae ttc: core a et tetas 6 s\c ce ee oie min/s 
AACC Executive warts theology rooted in Atrican soul | "so1l. 0... .. 3... 
Presassenbiy’V isits “to*African: families Vein’ arYranged se ow. scenes eae ees 
CLV 1Ca ee OMMEUTICALOLS Cet Ime Tie ll 1OLC yess cece se esis of clalse 6 44 cre ens 
ASIA 

Cir ise rt atlenewsWselV ICeOeL Ole AS lamp Lannion sacks oct ei cates «alee s te alee s'pie'a ee. 5's 
EUROPE 

European Youth Assembly set for October in Switzerland....... NAEP 
theselsink? Weclaration’="A Sinmary and Farst Appraisal. cc. 0. +. ees pee 
European Wocr conférence?’ on "Gospel sand *social ‘changers: io. eo. ee wees 
Poropedn enurchesstorassess/inplications: of HelSinkis csc, sec e case es oe . 
EUPOpeanecapt ists elect new SCCLCCATY+ ces ciisices Wale eic tis pic em eset dwcn ss 
CEGminfomsechurch opinionvon implications’ Of Melsinkis.. 6... esc cede ees 
INDOCHINA 

WCC refugee arm ready to help churches relocating refugees............+- 
Weld Wom OG menOG Nana eCON EMC S He) ii. ohtate ins MeN a nELieials sos Gg0 s\m ele Weide s&s a 6 
LATIN AMERICA 

PiGmi neo log cae rrojeces AId6d, «cites age nes a0 s siintsine «cts el sirie cede scale aie sie 
Liberation theology's relevance for North America assessed.........-ee-- 
FiAtipet cn ese ingbac in AMeniCdac cesses. ss to ces se sss cae ele ee cece ste sas 
MIDEAST 

Consultation considers universal Christian responsibility regarding 
MINOGLCRASOteipeetce tri re cele w als. Se varets Melee oe ocala eC ete e See Ny er ay Kes 008 
WCC's Assembly urges all parties to end Middle East hostilities......... 
PosOlae one tne Midd lGyEast.. ost. we. ciate eles ea seal dalen v se sees nies alee 
NORTH AMERICA 

Liberation theology's relevance for North America assessed.........+...- 
SCANDINAVIA 


Nordic delegates prepare for Nairobi 
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Countries 

ANGOLA 

Dr..Potter sends cable to-Angolan/leaderseice.vivacen. ere cen ed ew’ ah 
Emergency appeal for Angola is launched by CICARWS.............. iglatn 05% 24 
Missionaries leaveningglas. «ss ccvexs says sab deem ae re Cee ai 
CICARWS team going to Angola to study humanitarian GCOS. wens hs aed tos 29 
Humanitarian aid to Angola can still be distributed...... or gah ba ohitoms RY. 
WCC, fearing major war, condemns outside intervention in Angola......... 37 
Resolution on Angolais eens ses katy «dbus. cetess eer eee ae Seige REGS tagnnJ ce oF 
ARGENT INA 

Human, Tights jn. LatiniGAmeriGdgwe sacs cette s vas ons ssid pes tees en ee eee 38 
AUSTRALIA 

"Destroy all nuclear weapons" Australian Council SayS......cecccecececes 23 
Land for, ADOFIGINGS. » «+ «+ «ap nadine Wed apis ction Une ait naee une ees ane 26 
Timor situation elicits aid, call for negot iat ions. oe Ke aed bo oe oyainyet ase ws 32 
BRAZIL 

Sao Paulo ecumenical service honours newsman found dead..........e.eeeee. 33 
BURMA 

$50,000 appeal launched for cyclone-struck Burmese City......cceeeceeess 21 
Burma churches grow despite moratorium, WCC staffer finds........ Mrs 21 
CAMBODIA 

Vietnamese, Cambodian refugees receive aid from Thai church...... BS eye Zak 
CANADA 

Canadian Anglicans reject ie ac a dale g tc ae 20 
Canadian Anglicans give green light to women's ordination...... aie eee 33 


CAPE VERDE ISLANDS 


Church assistance in Cape Verde drought emergency completed.........ee0. 24 


Farm aid given priority in new Cape Verde programme.......... sie a4 Sib ® vine ra 
CHILE 

Chilean.Christians react:to) "The. case:ak the 119%.5. 4.00 sass eee vA 
C's Chile involvement questioned! by chiirches.0.91.06 eas ee ee 26 
Bishop Frenz's reported expulsion shocks world Christian community...... 30 
Himan rights in Latin) Amerita. «x sss ¢<+«s< is ease pee ee Lee eee 38 
CONGO 


Mixed marriage agreement concluded. in) Congo. <. 1s 4sc0 essa wanes een 24 
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EAST TIMOR 

Res. UU lO OMe bast emo ls ca tes ee ee ts = ete sie a5 tere Rees te es Pett «arene tes 
EGYPT 

Tri-faith dialogue panel in ey pean a ohetien state. ght tne FANE Go niele ooo n bles t- stealolote 
ETHIOPIA 

Newsmilooian law 01CS COULCheS ct... 2 es 6 esis assess <a + Ann ae cies Bae Gras 
CICARWS plans relief for Ethiopian famine victims,..; SOG SOT OO . 
F INLAND 

Finnish Ecumenical service unites summit participants......cscscesessoes 
FAMOUS eSenisiad Ol VAC 1SMs. ss cles pies siecle wes eo cle 4a s¥inin tp ence a pes e she gee 4a 
FRANCE 

Inspire the church fran within, prior, tells 5,000 at Taizé.........es9-> 


GERMANY ( FEDERAL REPUBLIC) 


ECLOF gains DM 1 V2 million for development loans.........cseesceecoeces 
German Bread for the World reports donations up 11%......-ceeecscseseces 
Release demanded of South’ Korean pastors. 22.1... cece cs ccs cccesscserersets 
West German groups receive latest Special Fund grant..........-....0-. a. 
West German Baptists call for release of pastor VinS.......++eseeeeeeees 


GREAT BRITAIN 


Church/state separation CONtInues os eittscesscele es slesicele be segesinnaigcs 
UK group gets special grant Of $15,000......ceseeeeeceeeeec ee enctececers 
Methodist spectacular marks I.W.Y. with "Signs of Hope''............ SOC EO 
British churches missed challenge of decade, Methodist critic says-..... 


GREECE 


Prete IDEA CULS HC ONTAC ES: WETIT RONG oor or ches ciate cael on over crereres sie:0, 0] porate: o:t.0. 9161 saprere 


HUNGARY 


Noted Hungarian bishop dicS......see esse e cree cece cece rene ne rece cceesens 
East Europeans prepare for Nairobl.... sss ee ee ee cece cere eeceeeens ert ohaiors 


INDIA 


116 Theological Projects Aided... cece cece ce ceee ec eeee cere eeceeecnns peers 
Indian Lutherans and CSI outline union timetable..........c eee eeeeceeces 
Dr. Potter appeals to Mrs. Gandhi... ... cece seeceeecce cece scececceceveees 


INDONESIA 


Indonesian Council spurs more local ECUMENISM. ..... cece ee eeceeeeeeeees 
Timor situation elicits aid, call for negotlat1oNs.........eeeeeeeceeees 
Pec oneOn east LamOtilekic cus cans cans ees bee oF AG hoes pa sees ews slss goes 
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IRELAND 

Irish churchmen deplore "savage violence™......... = 49 enna TR TTL yee 8a 30 
ISRAEL 

WCC's Assembly urges all parties to end Middle East hostilities...... is 37 
Resolution on the Middle East... .. cece ceeeecccccvscscececs Nigaestocestae af 
Resolution on Jerusalem. .....ececceccccccscccesesccces aocensugenccsc teem 37 
ITALY 

Dr. Potter hails Italian UNION... ....cesccccscccecscevecs ere ere re 29 
Potter appeals for RieSh. .... cece ee cece cece ceees ase cine Owe bin ie oe eee ete ous Se 
JAMAICA 

Jamaican prime minister addresses World Council. ..........eeeseeeeee aa, av 35 
KENYA 

Kenya Churches, Government Rebuke Dr. McIntire.........-.seeeees eee ia 22 
NCCK Chairman explains McIntire expulsion... ......sscesecseceeces Waid he a% nS) 
President Kenyatta to welcome delegates to Fifth Assembly........ Be 30 
KOREA 

Trial of three Korean church Leaders. ...000'. cise secs seecemes eves seas’ vieaiied 21 
Stiff sentences for South Korean church leaders sought by Stateretiasses 24 
Presbyterian asks Congress to act on South Korea...........0.- Su xea beau 24 
Korean bishop's appeal denied: judge reopens Protestants' trial......... 26 
Release demanded of South Korean pastors...... dieu alten Terer etry onuhen bi 
Appeal awaited in Korean pastors! CaS€....esseecececcecverecsnccese wlek g 28 
Korean council secretary paroled......cesscecseece Jiewen aes eps 5 thie ie 29 
LAOS 

Laotians outnumber other refugees in Thailand...........scscccsccsceucs 29 
LEBANON 

WCC launches $100,000 appeal for strife victims in Lebanon.............. 36 
MOZAMBIQUE 

Mozambique churches challenged by social programmes in new nation....... 26 
NAMIBIA 

Namibian. church, leader seeks prisoners' Telease., jun. b sss een oeweend tetes 27 
Windhoek. conference. under FTC. . 55s »s ep eeacdadmy = peuieemy om} ahieee an ea Bt 


Harassment of Namibian Lutherans draws complaint from LWF leader......... 29 
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NETHERLANDS 

Deveropment» coop R6Pisters, ane Netner lands, —seexs) Director..." .%.'. 6... «se 
EP ORe aM boc omc Tat COR NIC CIT CIMITCIT Mg ctnctseterccret es tere setae tere cere cree crete stein 
NICE NE Dalle DOVCOLEGG VOVET SOOULI EST? 1CateLGaItS.. cece e okt oes csc bens ce ee 
Incorporation, signed in Holland of WCC-sponsored development society... 
NEW ZEALAND 

New Zealand NCC opposes rugby tour, favours scholarships................ 
NORWAY 

PUropeaie hoor COlL CLence Oll GOSpeleaikl SOCAde CUA Ve, cscs cece fie ce tees se 
PHILIPPINES 

Ee comet hey IO eC TIC CSU talll acts stetectmetsteleterceette sia ccs re ete s oes cies ete cals ms 
RHODESIA 

Kenya Churches, “Government Rebuke Dr. McIntire. ... cc... wc ccc eter ecseccs 
ES OVEMUZOLewaatOPLONGIOl sc tle es oc secsstcure vers eis <csetercie(s eis stele so alee vie o Sicie.6 
Rnhodesianetal ks. bog down. on Nationalis¢es' IMMUNITY ....¢.cc+e sees ese ecees- 
RUMANIA 

CICARWS issues $ 1 million appeal for Rumanian flood sufferers.......... 
Rumanian churches need aid to rebuild damaged structures................ 
SOUTH AFRICA 

SAU ReSiVentasay's: Wiite, SUN, DASHSOUs osm cies ss ccd vis Wicls nus isle Wie 06's Wie fs 0 4 a 
AACC executive wants theology rooted in African soul, soil.............. 
SouLieAttican Council Says. ‘drastic apartheid cont Inues .2 «ows. 0 as 55s os 
Pospital costs. torce Churches to mew. tormms of Negi the care nt anes sis nine om oh 
Perce Wmpanike DOVCOCCE OVCY COULDA AEE ICAS OGNS acsies cphaio.: alk on oF eue:sue 6° eink 
SOUL HEAT ical) ssues Occupy LAF EXeccUutlve COMMITEE san» .s0' «sess oe a0 
Vouch yotudents arrested “il south ALTICan Lads. . fs... conte sees cess css 
ids rdsmemrsCICULC SCATLOr Delis actccc ce se cae see sie scr se ses es fet as a oe 
Petes oe PROOUGI tAL® LCdil- DT.) SOMCTs «4 slosyeets.¢veiesisisis slmiadhe ints sls.e'ete «aise ie's shee) 
Harassment of Namibian Lutherans draws complaint from EMER CAUCT cs ce avste's @ 
Travel to South Africa questioned in ietter to Assembly participants.... 
Si honk cmircir UiriOn Seem aS DIEAKCHYOUPII. ss ccc coe sce ss a.5 0 cis a1s's 0.0 
British Churches missed challenge of decade, Methodist critic says...... 
WCC, fearing major war, condemns outside intervention in Angola......... 
Resolution’ on miclear collaboration with South Africa... sees aces 
SRI LANKA 


Sri Lanka church union seen as breakthrough .....csceccceesecscecccesecss 
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SUDAN 

CICARWS prepares to aid Sudan flood relief... scesecsvccsecescscrsevens 28 
SWEDEN 

Monks for SEKLED ..0s acs bebe avet sve #Us 6 eG 06 oO eines We es Oa ecm eT hls a) eee 24 
WCC leaders hail pioneering Stockholm conference. ......e.seeeeeees speows 28 
Swedish development week proposes new life Style... c..cecccccccseccvens : 32 
TAIWAN 

Taiwan church urges more international Contacts........seeeeeeees reat ete a0 
TANZANIA 

Windhoek conference under fir. os cc cucecectas pseaesuceeis Snwem Caer apn tee af 
THAILAND 

Vietnamese, Cambodian refugees receive aid from Thai church...... ginsaaate 21 
WCC refugee arm ready to help churches relocating refugees........... re 23 
Laotians outnumber other refugees in Thailand. occ. cccccase cs tecccnuscas ‘ 29 
TIMOR 

Timor situation elicits aid, call for negotiations..... ebetinr ae Whar neks icon DA ae 
TURKEY 

Churches launch appeal for Turkish earthquake victims............eeeeee- 28 
USSR 

Kiev dissident Baptists now officially registered............. (acean semua 
Orthodox consultation set for Soviet Armenia...........cccececees py Ee i 
Orthodox consultation probes liturgical contribution to Nairobi......... 28 
WCC airs Helsinki agreement, mention of USSR stirs debate..........ee00- 37 
Disarmament. - Helsinki agreement... «+ ss «ss. .s< datas ceri bis anil: ake 38 
USA 

Former evangelism secretary di6s, .«t0.sihndased cok aatuen ees eee 2 stghre 20 
Presbyterian asks Congress to act on South Korea. ..cscccccccccccceccuccs 24 
GM's Chile involvement. questioned by churches. ...ss+0scssecnee veisensenes 26 
PFOSTeSS. ON DaptiSM, «» s ecvesebustels wie alle aetee wal eine ee aka 9 aratyi od 
Farewell for Nairobi: delegatés..; 0«<svas ves on ce sa sees ue peeaee ane 29 
US hunger forces National Council to examine the system.........seeeeeee 30 
US National Council examines nuclear power, world hunger............eee- 32 
VIETNAM 

FRRI team pays visit to Vietriaiys «. 4:1 os +s e-uaeen ieee nee 20 
Vietnamese, Cambodian refugees receive aid from Thai church............. 21 
First direct aid shipments reach Danang, 5 scsuees tennis 5 ind Son ate aha ae 25 


Reconstruction of North Vietnam. Ghurches.si,. de..i-.. ane ee 33 
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Ecumenical Patriarchate 


Orthodox Centre enlarges, dedicates new quarters.......eccoceees 
Heads of major Orthodox churches extend greetings..0e. 26s. wee. 


International Organizations 


Churches' response to WHO's health principles discussed by C.M.C........ 


UN debate gives fresh hope for new world economic order......... 
Roman Catholic Church 


Roman Catholics dialogue on two Assembly themes.........-eeeeeees 
Greek Church cuts contacts with Rome....... pe Me AIM, Solel We ateletels eke 
Dr. Brash commends Vatican document on eCUMENISM.........eeseeee 
Vatican names 16 observers to WCC's Fifth Assembly..........-00- 
Message from Pope Paul to Fifth Assembly....sseseees a OO da Cad take 
Continuing joint work with Rome is anticipated in WCC TEPOLU. 


World Confessional Bodies 


Message from Consultation of United Churches (Toronto, June '75) 


World Council of Churches 


Ecumenical hearing assesses risks in latest nuclear developments 
New secretary for African TrefugeeS. 2.25.6 cece osccccerescsecccses 
Message from Consultation of United Churches (Toronto, Ait WEY 
Kenya Churches, Government Rebuke Dr. Mc Intire...........eeeees 
Development Coop registers in Netherlands, seeks Director....... 


eecooveveee 


Distinct tasks of regional bodies discussed at Geneva consultation...... 


1976 themes for Ecumenical Institute announced,..........-seeeees 
CICARWS loses two staff members..... AOA EOSE BO DERE CRO ae 
Conference to assess theology's role in "fighting TFACU SHY aa teers 
Christian faith in scientific setting debated at consultation... 
Jamaican Prime Minister will speak at World Council Assembly.... 
Vatican names 16 observers to WCC's Fifth Assembly........ Bc aheres 
Orthodox consultation signals growing ecumenical awareness...... 
UK group gets special grant of $15,000................ a ae a 
West German groups receive latest Special Fund grant............ 
WCC aid to Indochina Continues... ....ceceeececereccccccccccccces 
WCC takes emergency action to balance 1976 General Budget....... 
Authority on hope is among Graduate School lecturers.......+.+-- 
Development educators CONVENE... cece ee seer ee cecececccecceececes 


Consultation considers universal Christian responsibility regarding 


Mitch ee Eas tee an ee a ra reac so welars 4s "eleime Wee Ore wom s eve eg ote ; 


Incorporation signed in Holland of WCC-sponsored development society sc).is 


Assembly hears keynote address on Jesus as liberator, unifier... 
WCC leader emphasizes need of new covenant with churches......+ 
Proposals made to alleviate WCC's financial crisis...........+.. 
Jamaican prime minister addresses World Council........+essseees 
Message from Pope Paul to Fifth Assembly.......-.--+++--- Cansei 
"Speak the Word", Bolivian bishop urges 5th Assembly...........- 
Barriers to Christian unity explored at WCC Assembly............ 
Discrimination in favour of women urged at WCC...........-+-+0e- 
Heads of major Orthodox churches extend greetings.........-.++-- 
New member churches approved. .....ecececesesccececcceseseeececes 
New evangelistic emphasis poaveved by WCC Fifth Assembly........ 
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Report on search for community sent back to committee............ oe ee 36 
Call to unity cannot ignore the diversity of humankind.............. veers 36 
Education turns out people to serve the system, assembly report says... 36 
WCC told Christians must work for human rights everywhere.............+- 36 
WCC presidium includes twO WOMEN, ... 1... cece cece cece ee ceeerncceece +eueee 36 
WCC's Assembly urges all parties to end Middle East hostilities..... eonite SA 
WCC, fear ing major war, condemns outside intervention in Angola......... 37 
WCC airs Helsinki agreement, mention of USSR stirs debate... ..c.cescesee a 
New Central Committee has 37% laity, 23% WOMeNn......cececccecccceccececs 37 
Resolution on Angola. .... cccccccs ceccccce secccesscecsesnscssascccccccnes Sf 
Resolution on nuclear collaboration with South Africa.......s.eseeeeeees 37 
Message: an invitation tO PLAyeT. .. 1. ce cece eee cere eee enneeerencecceccee 38 
Guidelines adopted for WCC's post-assembly activities. ....s.sseeeeeeeees 38 
Continuing joint work with Rome is anticipated in WCC report....... imams 38 
Revised constitution adopted... ...cceeeeeceees ELVEN Ce CL Oe ri tite Ove 38 
People can pressure for peace, WCC report on armaments SayS....--.+- were 38 


CATEGORY II: SUBJECT 


Assemblies and Meetings. 


Message from Consultation of United Churches (Toronto, June '75)........ 4&1, 
Theologians to reflect On SCIENCE... .ceeccececeescceces PPS ee aticewes 25 
World YWCA elects WCC staffer President, stresses womens' role.........-. 25 
Pre-assembly visits to African families being arranged............ CHAN 25 
The Helsinki Declaration - A summary and First Appraisal.......... Pree 25 
Jamaican Prime Minister will speak at World Council Assembly..... otVoess 28 
Vatican names 16 observers to WCC's Fifth Assembly........cccccccccceees 28 
Message: an Invitation tO PLayer.. .ccceccccecccccecesscscecsvesscsees a0y 38 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 


Ranan Catholics dialogue on two Assembly themes. .....-seeeeeeeees RES HS 20 
Nordic delegates prepare for Nairobi........seeee- ria van Ppa Pes TP ey re 20 
Dr. Brash cammends Vatican document on eCumeMism.......eeeeeeees panel eas 24 
Finnish Ecumenical service unites summit participants ............. ease SA 24 
Progress on baptism obs dale da we Wen eieatns Clues aes Ou dis Sew 'es wh emma 27 
WCC leaders hail pioneering Stockholm Son narencei. «cron sbitinae eee 28 
Indonesian Council spurs more local ECUMENISM. .. ... eee eeeeeeeeecececece 30 
Common Easter may be proposed to WCC members at Nairobi.........seeseees 32 
New Ecumenical. Bible hailed asea £irst' sss basen s creas net saree ates <n 33 
WCC leader emphasizes need of new covenant with chasrchan. ia catue ah cee 34 
Message from Pope Paul to Fifth Assembly...... 5s stusents ieee open Seni hia ataaaied 35 
Barriers to Christian unity explored at WCC Assembly......-..-seeseeeees aa 
Call to unity cannot ignore the diversity of humankind........ isis soso a 36 
Continuing joint work with Rome is anticipated in WCC report....... he Ere we 38 
Summary of actions on sections...... bis olsGitaisls state xikcaleritod « sMusteukna cadtaneat coal 38 


Church Buildings and Architecture 


CICARWS issues $1 million appeal for Romanian flood sufferers........... ZS 
Romanian churches need aid to rebuild damaged structures...... Sx chat a 30 


Church-State Relations 


Trial of three Korean church Leaders. «soos a0 osinr en ains sacesians oasie aly snp ral 
New: Ethiopian Law hits, Churches esi manne «2% 5:0 the eeipunmreia aise Aer sia 24 
Hospital costs force churches to new forms of health care........seeeeee 24 


EPS Index/July-December 1975 


Chi leansChristianseredct pies ‘Chercasesohithe tl OV ate wm. . cages. ve uals om 
Mozambique churches challenged by social programmes in new nation....... 
Kiev dissident, Baptists, now, ofnacia ilyerepistered/.)su)s .miva telat wee sha avs 
Papen et atescparaiione epi tne stato en ei cee teks RRS CAGE LIS UR lows 
tieiwan chorchsurpessmnore anternat ronal’ Contacts.4 ‘is we baad » w/v. eens OS 


Church Union’ Negotiations 


aria eal Career eis DULL Gate Mes fal stvtots yet tier) ovo al S's oh </e cca, ptareve orators oso 
Message from Consultation of United churches (Toronto, June '75)........ 
imdjans Lutherans, and) CSi. out) ines onmtimetabileweersa.s stauwus ste bis erate lore eats 
De eb OGueme ha 1 Si tare UTIMON 5 salto prel iter te ae RE ee Bee ant 6 ere alarere (cette 


Communication 


Gis tian newsmservace st or A514) planneded se tretsleee ain «ieee eee ar 
MER ICANeCOMMUMLerLOLsrOer ine: tneirrrO.ley ..cue seit cum Sato Os ne co code cube cae 


Development 


BeLOregaincgeM do i/2imail lion fomdevelopmentsloanStint welch ick z,. Ure es ake 
Churches' response to WHO's health principles discussed by C.M.C........ 
hinmarchnches, grow despite moratorium, WCC statferiftands. so./tec' tect. 
Weve lopment, oop, registers in Netherlands; secks Director sas awsi i. we sep 
Pani aieuivenepriopicy ain new Cape Verde propsramme:.s.2c..irssseeccene 
UNedebateezives»tresh hope ‘for new world economic ordera..\i\< eels fyees <.'- 
People 'stdevelopment is’ Concern of rich countries, Potter says.......... 
Byecis devel Opmene week proposes NEW lite: SUV IEL ces ect cee te emer se se ces 
eye COnCMGNCcUGAUULS CONVENC.. ovens sche se eee eae tet tes htek opaet ss se's 
Incorporation signed in Holland of WCC-sponsored development society.... 
Human development section calls for sustainable, just society........... 
Suntan AO merc LUNs ONT SCCUIONSS. Saale s cis cee ecole pes ress odes ee eee le ects 


Dialogue With People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 


teed onl Mec OMA Ie Teal Tiel Stiee eetateratans 6 eects ote etiicainis sams ete ce ee ate aa oe 


Consultation considers universal Christian responsibility regarding 


BR eae Py tetera euat dicots cyetn cies visto steie siann 3 eens « SES CASE ey ENOL IE EP TER EI 
Report on search for community HEV BYE ur 6p 9 1) (i WERE Seni eee en OOOO 
EMail YaOtmac trons tO ySECCIOUS Ses seer es Peat iter eas aie etteiee cust ste vereicte sts ele 0's 


Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 


i eer siaconmenndseVvalican WoCuMent (ON ECUMCMESIIN sc. s es os sees sere «els 
Distinct tasks of regional bodies discussed at Geneva consultation...... 
World YWCA elects WCC staffer President, stresses womens' role.......... 
Dosa tican issiies Occupy LWP, Executive COMMITTEE... . Moke crer water -e onerawlvens 
European churches to assess implications of Helsinki... 2... 4. owes ceili’ 
Implementing Helsinki demands courage, CEC conference told.............. 
Gece ant ors Murch Opinio On im bicat ions “Of TELS 111 k1% 5 oo. slo's 8% «0s 


Education 


Nordic delegates wprepar ep. or NaITODI io His es. tafe sf eie'e wd SEIS syle alaisjeweiente os 
MIG Theglopical- Projects Aided sat, cca. s/o synyel> a kieie ste g siatels wiaiease Cpeies "als Sispareye nw oe 
Voyortienes Lor Scumenical Institute announced << .. . = Gloimictojers nes ero s/eish0 
New Zealand NCCopposes rugby tour, favours scholarships..........ee+eee- 
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People's development is concern of rich countries, Potter says.......... 
Authority on hope is among Graduate School lecturers....+seecceceecesees 
Orthodox Centre enlarges, dedicates New qUaTTtETS.....eeececececeeees hott 
Development educators COMVENE. ...ccccecccccccccccrecsccssesesveveseseescs 
Education turns out people to serve the system, assembly report says.... 
Summary of actions, On) SECTIONS ss sic o vtec dcewadesWEeceneedeckewMancesenen 


Environmental Issues 


Ecumenical hearing assesses risks in latest nuclear developments ....... 
Swedish development week proposes new life Style, . os. woes Sts Ueto 
Human development section calls for sustainable, just. society........... 
Human survival possible only if world changes, WCC told, by Birch....... 


Ethics 

GM's Chile involvement questioned by churches.........ececscceees POUL di 
Evangelism 

Former evangelism secretary dies........... ‘inéeawinds Caan who sobehieees Sure =. 


"Speak the Word'', Bolivian bishop urges 5th Assembly.........eccccsececs 
New evangelistic emphasis approved by WCCFifth Assembly..........eseeeee 
Revised constitution adopteds.. acs cede ocevevewn uve ce wubwue secu Sub be wats 
SAmmary of actions ‘on. SeCTIONSs 5 iw’. i chide ule Ve ee dels cue Leben. w lees euee 


Festivals and Anniversaries 


Inspire the church from within, prior tells 5,000 at Taizé............5. | 
WCC leaders hail pioneering Stockholm conference......... Rina, Phe tint 
Methodist spectacular marks I.W.Y. with "Signs of Hope™..........seee. a 


Common Easter may be proposed to WCC members at Nairobi...........seee0. 


Fifth Assembly (see also World Council of Churches) 


Roman Catholics dialogue on two Assembly themes..........see+- age kite soe 
Nordic delegates prepare for Nairoul: 5 sass 0s <wmasheure denis an maeiaees eee 
Farewell for Nairobi ‘délecates, ounce» <cammecdantls daameriens aeeidsaars aeeee 
President Kenyatta to welcome delegates to Fifth Assembly.......... seen 
Travel to South Africa questioned in letter to Assembly participants.... 
Hast Buroneans prepare for Natvobl .. . « «20 sen aniseseemed sememnainaenetanes mere 


Food Crisis 


CICARWS plans relief for Ethiopian famine. Vict IMS. .« «.<0.0 asiwee memes elie 
Humanitarian aid to Angola can still be distributed............. wnifalaneiareis 


General ( Photo Oikoumene) 


Photo OLKOUMONG: «6 awe ceweiga bee Gare sen de et a tetmtn tier ea es Peete 
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Health and Healing 


Churches' response to WHO's health principles discussed by C.M.C........ 
Hospital costs force churches to new forms of health care........eseeee- 
Baby foods under attacks «osadeds de ce oe we eu te lean Se ea eee 
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Human Rights 

Presbyterian asks Congress to act on South Korea.......-.-sseeeeeeeeeces 
Chilean ‘Christians react to 'The case of the 119"... .n.sinceecececececcce 
Korean bishop's appeal denied: judge reopens Protestants' trial......... 
G's Chile involvement questioned by churches... .......ee ese eeeeeeeeeees 
Korean council secretary paroled... ...ccccceccccccs cen cecscccccccccscces 
Dr. Potter appeals to Mrs. Gandhi....... cece ee wees acne FT MAI. LOE OLE 
Appeal from Filipino Christians............... Set oS OaES cite al st are! atinye: shad a's € ale 
West German Baptists call for release of pastor ViNS...........eeseeeees 
Sao Paulo ecumenical service honours newsman found dead............----- 
WCC told Christians must work for human rights everywhere............-.- 
SuMMaTy Of “ACt LONS SOI {SECT TONS! sreietan seo en lonave enone eee) bE ACE to alin! cit ohne. ets 
Disarmament - Helsinki agreement.... cece cccscrccccsccccccreecesccccess 
Human rights in Latin America........... FA See dnc ats Gone an capes s4i6 oo 


Inter-Church Aid 


ECLOF gains DM 1 V2 million for development loans................ 
FRRI team payS ViSit to Vietnam... ....eseeeeeeoecccceccececececes 
$ 50,000 appeal launched for cyclone-struck Burmese CUE Vasile Aue. sass 
CICARWS issues $ 1 million appeal for Romanian flood sufferers... 
Emergency appeal for Angola launched by CICARWS........-+sseeeeees 
First direct material aid shipments reach Danang............+.0-. 
Mozambique churches challenged by social programmes in new nation 
German Bread for World reports donations up 11%........-..-2 seers 
CICARWS plans relief for Ethiopian famine Victims..........-++-.- 
Farm aid given priority in new Cape Verde programme......+.-++++- 
Churches .launch appeal for Turkish earthquake victims........... 
CICARWS prepares to Sid Sudan LL OOGATCLISE 6.0: wins iain, sinyeinie a © ee wise 
CICARWS team going to Angola to study humanitarian needs Shiela ees 
Romanian churches need aid to rebuild damaged structures......... 
Humanitarian aid to Angola can still be distributed.............. 
Potter appeals FOT*RICST eric eee ce ce tee ree oe aa Bewhy leee vies Cbg 0 ee es 
Reconstruction of North Vietnam Churches........ Melitta inns eas siehe és 


Inter-Confess ional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 

Roman Catholics dialogue on two Assembly themeS.........-eeeeeees 
European youth assembly set for October in Switzerland ckis..Gs% 
Mixed marriage agreement concluded in Congo......+sseeecereeserecs 
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Pre-assembly visits to African families being ee PAVE LOD oe SOON Geld. 
Vatican names 16 observers to WCC's Fifth Assembly.. AR Pare re 


Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 


Tri-faith dialogue panel in Egypt.. aire Malate Sirs sels ways olenie sis siaie siete 
Sao Paulo ecumenical service honours 1 newsman n found CUENL ems avaie sled oe e018 ieee 
Report on search for community sent back to Committee.........-.-seeeees 


International Affairs, War and Peace 


"Destroy all nuclear weapons" Australian Council SayS...-.seeeeeeeeeeoees 
The Helsinki Declaration - A Summary and First Appraisal.......-.e.eseeee 
European churches to assess implications of Helsinki..........eseeeeeeeee 
Implementing Helsinki demands courage, CEC conference told. TGs Rah ersees* 
CEC informs church opinion on implications of Helsinki..................- 
WCC's Assembly urges all parties to end Middle East hostilities. wa aetas ares 
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WCC's airs Helsinki agreement, mention of USSR stirs debate............. a 
Resolution on nuclear collaboration with "South AEr cassis citer shecceiora were ar 
People can pressure for peace, WCC report on armaments sayS.......+.+.+- 38 
Disarmament - Helsinki agreement........... Soe are UME alae ee ere Mee one 38 
Laity 

Burma Churches grow despite moratorium, WCC staffer finds............... 21 
Liberation 

Dr. Potter sends cable to Angolan leaders........e-ceeees A soa hey ye 22 
Liberation theology's relevance for North America assessed........2.200- a 
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"Speak the Word", Bolivian bishop urges 5th Assembly......-.sceeeseecees 35 
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Orthodox consultation probes liturgical contribution to Nairobi......... 28 
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WCC presidium includes two women...... 


Personal Liberty, Morality 
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Refugees and Relief 
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WC aid to, Indochina. continuesis..scidburepesas dT G J Gio wie Wa ole HERES 
Timor situation. elicits:aad, call) foronepotiationssis cise sda) 5a viene ae 
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Jamaican prime minister addresses World Council.......+eeeeeeseeeeeeeees 59 
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Chilean Christians react to ''The case of the 119''....... cee eeceeeeeeees 25 
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